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Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New 

Year 
from Doug and 

Margaret Boulter

A very Happy Lockdown 

Christmas to all re
latives 

and frie
nds and best 

wishes for a good New 

Year. 

Marie and Colin Edwards

 We are again donating to 

charity instead of sending 

cards.

We  wish  all  our  friends  and neighbours  a  very  Happy  Christmas
and  a  safe  and  healthy  2021.  
With  Love,  
Malcolm  &  Doreen  DunbarIn  lieu  of  sending  cards  this  year   we  will 
gift  donations  to  SDN  and  Severn  Hospice.
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Merry  Christmas 

and  a  Happy 
New  Year.  

Love  &  Best  Wishes  for  2021
 

Wendy  Whitelaw

I  will  be  making  a  donat
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ome  in  lieu  of 

Christmas  cards.
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More  messages 
inside

We would like to wish all our 
friends, family and neighbours a Merry Christmas and all the love, 

health, happiness and laughter for 2021. Verity and Ryan xxx

Online
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From the editor -  As we get to the 
end of this extraordinary year my 
newsletter postbag seems crammed with 
positives for the future.  The village 
seems determined to have its 
Christmas.  Susan and I are determined 
to walk more both for the good of our 
health but also it seems the only way 
to meet people, whether working around 
their homes or enjoying the fresh air 
like us.  We hope to enjoy the lights 
and decorations so many of you seem to 
be promising and we are enjoying the 
many new buildings and renovations 
happening in many parts of our 
communities with their exciting 
choices of designs and materials.
This month’s newsletter contains news 
of funding opportunities from the 
Shropshire Hills AONB, a more powerful 
and faster broadband service, a West 
Mercia Police Smart Water initiative, 
and a scheme for young people to 
experience work in conservation.
When I write again all our daffodils 
should be showing through, many of us 
will have received the vaccine and 
2020 may have receded a little into 
history.
Wishing you a Happy Christmas and a healthy New 
Year.  Geoff Sproson

In   this  months 

newsletter

Christmas 

Greetings  and 

news  of  church 

and  chapel  

services.

Rosa  continues 

her  tale  from  the 

Middle  East.

A  different  look  at 

Christmas  from 

Shalome

Funding  and  work 

experience 

opportunities  from 

our  AONB

enjoy

Well, I was all full of optimism as I wrote last month’s notes from the village hall and it was indeed very 
encouraging as we were beginning to take bookings again. Some of the regulars were coming back and 
we had received enquiries from new groups (one of which actually managed to hold a meeting). Then we 
had to close down again. 

We have unfortunately had to cancel the Christmas Fayre and also postpone the Annual General 
Meeting. The meeting will take place as soon as we can re-open and hopefully we will then be able to 
carry on in as near to normal fashion as is possible.

As we will not be able to use the hall for a while there seems little point in putting up the Christmas 
decorations internally but we hope to bring some Christmas cheer with the external lights. A colourful and 
welcoming sight for all those coming into the district.

Caroline and I would like to take this opportunity to wish all our friends and neighbours the very best 
during the festive season (even if it is not quite the same as usual) and I look forward to everyone having 
a much better New Year. I think saying goodbye to 2020 will be worth celebrating even though we most 
probably will not be fully out of the woods.
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December and Christmas Services.
As  I ’m  writing   this  whi lst  sti l l   in   lockdown,   we  don’t  know  for 
certain   i f  our  churches  wi l l   be  open  again   in   December.
Just  in   case  I ’m  including  the  services  I   am  hoping  to  take.

6th  December  10.30  Holy  Communion  at  Holy  Trinity, 
Minsterley
13th  December  10.30  lighting  of  advent  candle  and  then  Dr. 
Robert  Currie  will  recite  the  gospel  of  St  Mark  (by 
memory!!)
20th  December  10.30  Holy  Communion  at  Holy  Trinity, 
Minsterley. 
24th  December  4pm  Blessing  of  the  crib  and  evening 
prayer  at  Holy  Trinity,  Hope 
25th  December  10.30am  Holy  Communion  at  Holy  Trinity 
Minsterley

Masks  have  to  be  worn   for  al l   the  service;   contact  detai ls 
have  to  be  given  on   arrival   in   church  and  hand  sanitiser 
used.  
You’l l   notice  that  we  are  only  using  Minsterley  and  Hope 
churches.   This  is  purely  because  they  are  the  larger 
churches  and  we  can  make  space  for  people  in   a  safe  way.  
We  are  looking  forward  to  the  day  when 
al l   our  churches  are  open  again.
On  behalf  of  the  Stiperstones  group  of 
churches  (Shelve,   Hope,   Snai lbeach,  
Habberley  and  Minsterley)   I   wish   you   a 
happy  Christmas  and  a  peaceful   and 
healthy  New  Year,
with   blessings Pam

Rea Valley Methodist Churches
We have some Christmas events you may be interested in attending from the 
comfort of home. It is unclear at the time of writing if we can be open for 
Christmas but we are doing all we can. These events will still be offered if our 
chapels are open. 
Sundays 10:45 am- online/phone (standard rates apply by phone). 
December 21st, 7:00pm- Longest Night- an alternative Christmas for those 
feeling sad at this time. Spiritual but not religious, seeker and agnostic friendly. 
December 20th, 7:00pm- Traditional Lessons and Carols
December 24th 4:30pm- Crib Service 
December 24th,  7:00pm- Fireside Christmas
December 25th, 10am- Country Christmas 
To receive the Zoom codes for phone or internet please email us at 
reavalleymethodists@gmail.com
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                             A TALE OF TWO  KITTIES        
         

Chapter 2: 
Oman, the magic land where the kittens were born. 

This is a little insight into everyday life of Omanis living 

in the interior regions.

The South Sharqiya (Sharkia) region on the coast of 

the Gulf of Oman has one of the hottest climates in the 

world. I worked in Sur, the original capital of the region. 

It is the historical fishing village where the famous 

Dhows are built. These ocean going wooden ships are 

magnificent and still built in the traditional way. 

One day I drove along the track bordering the desert on one side and the coast 

on the other, into the interior. I was trying to find a boys school where I had to 

observe three of the teachers I had retrained the previous year. My only 

information was that it was off the main track from the turtle beaches Ras-al-Had 

and Ras-al-Jinz. In the end it actually took me three attempts to find it over three 

separate days. There are no signs as you go into the interior. However you get to 

know the odd tree at a meeting of two tracks where you can turn. 

Once when I saw sand dunes in my rear mirror I knew I was going into the Empty 

Quarter, a very dangerous desert where many have lost their way and died. I had 

taken the wrong fork at the last junction. I 

turned around and made a mental note as I 

took the left fork where there was a small pile 

of stones.  

Another day as I went to find this same school 

I was flagged down by two old Bedouin 

women. I pulled over and they climbed up into 

my car. They were chattering and giggling and 

nudging me as they tried to get information 

about my marital status and family. We had no language apart from facial 

expressions and hand signals. They had me take them to their village which was 

well off the beaten track. We stopped at a house, and I was told to get out and 

shown into a breeze block building. It was completely bare with only a strip of 

carpet on the floor, this was the guest reception room. I was instructed to sit. I sat 

on the floor. We had passed a cow and a goat in a stall on the way in. This was 

obviously a woman of substance. She went out and came back with a mug of 

warm, frothing, goat’s milk. I smiled and thanked her and tried to sip the very 

greasy drink. Suddenly all the women and children of the village tried to squeeze 
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through the door. A young child strode up to me and without smiling, rubbed 

noses and walked out again. Two 12 year old girls nervously approached and 

tried to practice their English with their mothers proudly looking on. 

After a respectable time I had to leave, I had a long way to go and had no idea 

where I was. As I climbed up into my car the woman told me to wait again. 

She went into her house and returned with a sealed tin of shortbread biscuits. 

The sellotape around the lid was yellow and cracked. I suspected she was 

keeping this for a very special occasion and I was it. I would be the topic of 

conversation for a long time to come. They had recently got electricity in the 

village but most of the inhabitants had never seen a foreigner. As I drove away 

with the whole village waving goodbye, I had tears in my eyes. These people 

had very little but always offered what hospitality they could to visitors. I vowed 

to go back with a basket of fresh fruit, vegetables and goodies but could never 

find the village again. 

Some hours later as I returned home I passed some goats chewing blue 

polystyrene and thought about the goat meat being sold in the souk and 

restaurants. I noticed my garden gate was open and with horror I saw that all 

the shrubs had been stripped bare by tho©se same b…… goats. It seems 

they will eat anything. 

The stray cats and kittens in my kitchen garden were hovering nervously, 

waiting for the little bit of food I put out daily. They were my family at this time, 

it’s always nice to have someone to talk to when you get home isn’t it? The 

wandering camels raiding the bins along the road were no company at all, far 

too superior.  

by Rosa McCombe 

©2020
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Thanks again everyone!! 
In October’s newsletter we sent out a big thank 

you to everyone who had taken time to donate to 

Ryan’s birthday fundraiser where we raised over 

£4,300 for Cancer Research UK. 

When the newsletter was published we received 

some donations from people that weren’t on 

Facebook and were unaware of the initial 

fundraiser. So, that spurred us on to do it again. 

In October 23rd the charity ‘Breast Cancer Now’ 

hold an event called ‘Wear it Pink’. The idea being 

that people get dressed up in pink and raise some 

money and some awareness for breast cancer. 

Seeing as we had already taken in extra 

donations we ordered a fundraising pack and 

decided to see what we could achieve. 

We put together a pink themed hamper so anyone 

who donated would be entered into a draw to win 

it. We got several donations of bits and bobs to go 

towards the hamper from our friends and family, 

from local businesses (pub and shop) and from a 

lot of households up Perkins Beach Dingle. 

Thanks so much everyone. This enabled us to put 

together a super hamper, and had enough stuff 

for runner up prizes too. 

So come the weekend of the 23rd Ryan and I 

went traipsing around Snailbeach and 

Stiperstones trying to flog tickets for the hamper 

and make some money for an amazing charity. I 

was particularly thrilled as I had just finished my 

rounds of radiotherapy treatment. Although, owing 

to this my energy levels were pretty low, but the 

buzz of the fundraising kept me going. 

You may have noticed a flurry of pinked up hair 

dotted around the villages, these pink heads were 

representing fundraising milestones, the first 

being Mike Pugh when we reached £600. 

Followed by Ben Scott, Neil Jones, Matty Pinches, 

Greg Howells and Luke Alldridge who all dyed 

their beards and hair pink when we met the £2000 

goal. Ryan had his hair dyed pink several days 

beforehand, and I think he grew quite fond of it. 

Liz Humphreys won the hamper but regifted it to 

Sal Tonge, and runner ups were Jack Groves, 

Jenny Alldridge and Mike and Aud Pugh. 

In total with online donations and collecting cash 

we managed to raise a fantastic £2,835 So 

thanks again everyone who was so generous and 

helped raise this money. 

Our thanks and gratitude.

Verity and Ryan Jones 

 

At the time of 
writing we are still 
unsure whether we 
will be in tier 1 or 2 
when the lockdown 
finishes in early December, either way 
however we will be able to offer food and 
drink from Noon until 10pm (last orders for 
food will be 9pm).  Our Christmas Menu is 
available throughout December for pre-
booked tables as is our Festive Afternoon 
Teas.

We will be continuing with our social 
distancing measures so tables are limited and 
booking is recommended throughout the 
festive period. Call us on 01743 791 327 to 
book your table.

We are going to be trying something new on 
Saturday 13th December - An Evening of 
Winter’s Tales:  By the fireside and in good 
company, enjoy a storytelling supper where 
local yarn smith and twaddle monger Sal 
Tonge shares some of the stories from 
hereabouts. Lore and legend, deep dark skies 
and a dose of the Devil - Old Nick to excite the 
ears and send you to bed with a good dream! 
Ticket price for this evening is just £12.50 
including a grazing board style supper.  
Obviously numbers are limited, but if demand 
is high we will try to do a few of these through 
the winter to try and remind us that we don’t 
have to be alone to stay safe.
Merry Christmas All, Lara & Phil
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Letter  from  Westminster  –  December  2020

Christmas in the year of Coronavirus

It feels very strange to look back to a year ago – a 
December in which we had just had a General Election and 
where nobody had heard the term coronavirus – and compare it to today.
None of us could have expected 2020 to turn out the way it has. I know it has 
been remarkably difficult, and my deepest sympathies lie with anyone who has 
lost a loved one or a friend to this dreadful virus.
All of us have been affected in various ways, but for those who may have lost 
their business or their job, this has been particularly tough. 
Many readers will have been shielding or self-isolating for months during this year. 
I shared this frustration having been shielding for three months earlier in the year, 
and then self-isolating during the national restrictions in November. The disruption 
to our normal daily lives has been severe.
But I am also acutely aware of the great sense of community that has been 
evident throughout the year, and the way in which local people have banded 
together to support the most vulnerable in our society – much of which has been 
led or actioned by the typically generous spirit of local community volunteers and 
church communities  – for which I am truly grateful.
Local volunteer groups sprang up all over South Shropshire, and were vital in the 
supply of food and medicines to those who could not get out and about. People 
went above and beyond to support the keyworkers on whom we all relied. Most of 
us also got to know our neighbours a little better in the process.
At a time of great difficulty and distress, acts of communal faith often bring great 
comfort. So I am also conscious that, for those of faith, it has been particularly 
hard to have church services disrupted by a need to forgo gatherings while the 
virus was spreading in our community. 
I know that Christmas services will be different this year, as indeed will Christmas 
gatherings with friends and family that mean so much, but at the time of writing I 
expect some form of family gatherings at Christmas are likely to go ahead.
But while Christmas this year will be different for all of us, to my mind, this year 
has been one in which the spirit of Christmas has been evident nonstop. Those 
same timeless themes that inspire Christians and non-Christians alike at 
Christmas every year – charity, family and community – have been the bedrock of 
the way in which our communities have responded to the worst crisis to face this 
country since the Second World War.
So reflecting on the inspirational actions of so many this year, and with positive 
news of both quick testing and possible vaccine breakthroughs, it is with a 
renewed sense of hope for the future that I look to 2021.
We will get through this, and next year’s Christmas will be all the more special, for 
the challenge we all overcame together.
Happy Christmas, and warm wishes for the year ahead.

Rt Hon Philip Dunne MP
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NATURAL ENGLAND

Notes from the hill

Despite the difficult times we are all going through at the moment, the management of the hill 
continues, and as usual we are carrying out the annual task of tree clearance on the 
heathland. Heathland, as I’m sure I’ve explained previously, is a very important habitat for 
wildlife, but largely one that relies upon management to prevent it succeeding to woodland. In 
theory grazing animals should control the seeding trees, but in reality it means walking the 
heath with a pair of loppers taking the trees out before they get too large. The main trees that 
seed onto the heath are birch and rowan trees. Birch seeds are blown by the wind and 
seedlings on the heath are most numerous downwind from woodland edges. Rowan trees are 
more scattered over the heath, probably due to berries having been dropped by feeding birds. 
The odd holly and oak tree are also found on the heath which again are likely to be dropped or 
buried by birds.

Away from the heath, rowans are very important trees in the upland landscape and Brook 
Vessons has some of the oldest rowans in the country. The old holly trees at the Hollies is well 
known, but the old rowans, birches and crab apples at Brook Vessons are less so.

Rowans can live for up to 200 years and, like the best of 
us, as they get older they develop character; often 
developing holes and crevasses which make good nest 
sites for birds like redstarts and tits. The creamy white 
flowers are produced in late spring when they attract a 
range of insects such as bees that feed on their nectar, 
and a number of moth caterpillars, such as the welsh 
wave and autumn green carpet, feed on the trees leaves. 
Most notably though are the clusters of vivid red berries 
that are on show in the early autumn and which attract a 
range of birds,  particularly thrushes, both our resident 
ones and those visiting from Scandinavia like the redwing 
and fieldfare.

Superficially the leaves of rowan look a bit like common ash, which presumably is why its 
alternative name is the mountain ash. Luckily, unlike common ash, rowans cannot be infected 
by Chalara – ash dieback, the disease that is threatening to wipe out our common ash trees.

Rowan trees have a number of uses other than being food and shelter for wildlife. The bark 
was once used to dye wool red or brown, the wood is hard but not particularly durable and is 
used generally for its decorative colour for turning or furniture. However, what is mostly used 
are the berries for making jelly or wine. The fruit is rich in vitamin C, although it should only be 
eaten once cooked as they are a good laxative.

Commonly referred to in mythology, the rowan tree was known to keep witches from entering 
the house and was often planted by the front door for that purpose. In parts of Wales it was 
planted in church yards to keep evil away. Its Celtic name means wizard tree and in Norse 
mythology the first woman was created from it, so it really is a special tree and indeed in 
some parts it is thought to be very bad luck to cut it down. I do hope this last bit isn’t true, as 
we regularly have to clear hundreds of saplings off the hill every year.

Unfortunately we have had to cancel the usual Christmas at the cottages event this year. 
Hopefully our events will return to normal in 2021.

Happy Christmas from Simon Cooter and the Natural England staff at Rigmoreoak.
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Remember all adverts are due for renewal.
Rates stay the same as for last year.

The SDN's account number is 05629702 
and its sort code is 09 01 54.   

include the word "advert" in the bank reference.
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The Shropshire Hills Conservation Fund is open for applications.  

This is a small grant pot, administered by the Shropshire Hills AONB Trust, which can award 
up to £2,000 towards local projects that help to conserve, enhance and raise awareness of 
the Shropshire Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB).
Over the years, the Fund has supported many local conservation, community and 
educational projects.  From habitat management for rare species such as the Wood White 
butterfly, whinchat, dormice and curlew, to creating pollinator gardens in community spaces, 
restoring village verges and enabling volunteers to monitor wildlife.  
The Fund has also helped lots of school children and young people to engage with their local 
landscape through various outdoor activities including using digital media.
Please get in touch with us if you have a project in mind.
Priority areas for projects are:

Conserving and enhancing the natural beauty, landscape, wildlife or heritage of the 
Shropshire Hills AONB.
Educational and awareness-raising activities relating to the AONB and its 
conservation, especially involving young people.

Public, private, voluntary sector and community groups can apply, along with individuals and 
businesses, but in all cases the project must show a clear public benefit. 
Grants are generally awarded for activity within a particular Financial Year (April to the end of 
March). So, applications this autumn/winter would be assessed for projects starting on or 
after 1st April 2021.  
For starters, please email shropshirehillsaonb@shropshire.gov.uk to request a Project Ideas 
Form.  This is a short (two sides of A4) form to briefly describe your project idea.  Once you 
have filled it in and returned to us, we will get in touch with you to discuss your project in 
more detail and will be able to recommend whether your project should progress to a full 
application. 

Deadline for receiving your project idea form is 22nd February 2021
Deadline for full applications is 8th March 2021

From more information about the Fund, the AONB Trust and the Shropshire Hills please take 
a look on our website at  https://www.shropshirehillsaonb.co.uk/a-special-place/shropshire-
hills-aonb-trust/aonb-conservation-fund

  contact  Steph  Hayes,  Shropshire  Hills  AONB  Partnership  on  01743  254746  or  email 
stephanie.hayes@shropshire.gov.uk
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Project Title:  A7W12761-04-11 Gorsty Bank – DG2 - 
Local Water Pressure Booster

5th November 2020

Dear Customer, 

We are improving the water pressure in your area…
    • Installing a new small kiosk with a pump to boost water pressure. 
    • Temporary Access will be in place for construction activities 
    • We will be closing part of the road between Snailbeach and Stiperstones at 
Gorsty Bank from the 15th to the 19th of February 2021.
    • There may be interruption to some properties’ water supply. You will be notified if 
this is the case.
    • You may notice some additional noise and traffic as a result of the work, but we’ll 
keep it to a minimum where possible
Why we are doing this work
As you may be aware, local residents experience instances of insufficient water 
pressure to their properties. To provide sufficient pressure Severn Trent Water is 
currently working to improve the existing system.
Important things to know
As part of the works, Mott MacDonald Bentley are installing and connecting a new 
booster pump to the existing network around Gorsty Bank. This work is essential for 
Severn Trent Water to meet their obligations to the local residents.  
How can I find out more? 

We understand that you may have questions about the work and how it may affect 
you. You can also call us, or our contract partner, Mott MacDonald Bentley, during 
normal office hours (0800-1700) on the numbers shown below: 
 Trudie Thomas ,Mott MacDonald Bentley , Customer Liaison Manager
 01952 468832
 Frances O’Neill Severn Trent Water, Project Manager                
 07850 602452

You can also get in touch via email at www.stwater.co.uk/about-us/contact-us/. Don’t 
forget to quote the project title shown on the front page of this letter. 
If your call is about your water supply or sewerage service, you can call our 
Customer Operations Service Centre on 0800 783 4444.
Yours faithfully,
Frances O’Neill Programme Engineer Severn Trent Water



Page 16 SDN December 2020

FIT CLUB IS BACK

In   l ine  with   Government 
guidel ines,   I   am  real ly  pleased 
to  announce  that  fi t  club  wi l l   be 
resuming  social ly  distanced 
outdoor  group  sessions  from 
Sunday  6  December!   9  am 
School   Playground!   Everyone  is 
welcome.

I   have  an   offer  of  fi tness  for 
everyone.   Join   us.   We’re  a 
merry  bunch.   Tel   07891   676623.

Have  a  fi t  and  happy  Christmas 
everyone  and  thanks  to  al l   the 
regulars  for  al l   the  support,   the 
fun   and  the  great  times  we 
share!   Love  Sal
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Heather's Report for November 2020 

Recently I wrote in exasperation to the CEO of Severn 
Trent Water describing the miseries inflicted on our 
communities by their repair gangs over the last several 
years.
Severn Trent contractors do not seem to have any regard 
for the law or local residents. They frequently turn up 
unannounced, without any permit and try and close a road. 
In rural areas, this frequently has a major impact on the life 
of our communities as the subsequent detours are very 
long and bus companies and school buses are seldom 
consulted.
The final straw when signs appeared in Snailbeach 
announcing yet another closure without any form of permit 
or consultation. I had tried speaking with Council officers 
who were struggling with this over the years but we always 
seem to go back to square one after a while. Even fining 
them was not working.

Fed up I wrote to their Chief Executive, Liv Garfield, and released the letter to the press. 
That must have set a set of alarm bells ringing.
Shortly after being interviewed on Radio Shropshire, I was contacted by the CEO's office 
and by their complaints office. I have since had a long conversation with a senior 
operations officer and have his contact details if we have any further problems. They have 
also arranged a meeting with Senior Permitting officers at Shropshire Council to work 
through improvements.
Therefore please let me know if you have any further problems with Severn Trent's road 
teams (or Shropshire Council's KIER contractors). I aim to hold them to their promises of 
more co-operative working, better signage and rapid repairs in future.
If you wasn't to go on to my email list for receiving updates on roads, planning, events etc., 
then drop me a line on the email address below.
Sudden road closure of the B4386 from Chirbury to Marton on 4th November. The 
potholing crews just decided to close the road with no notice to fill potholes along the road. 
As the crews were out the night before gritting there were less men on the ground and the 
work spread into the next day. The Council has promised to put things in place so that we 
get at least some warning about future diversions. I have had this promise before!
Shropshire Highways propose to carry out repair work to Rea Bridge on the B4499,  
starting on Monday, 30th November 2020 and is expected to last for up to 5 days. They will 
be repairing both sides of the bridge while they are there,. There will be access for 
pedestrians and cyclists.
Due to the nature of the repairs a 24 hr road closure will be required for the duration of the 
works. While the road is closed, traffic will be diverted via B4386, B4387 and B4499 by a 
signed diversion
The repair works will involve rebuilding a 2.5m length of parapet/wing wall to the upstream 
right side of the bridge, general re-pointing to the inside faces of the parapets and some 
minor vegetation clearance

Heather
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The Corfield Family 

would like to wish all 

our friends and 
neighboursa Happy 

Christmas and a safe 

and healthy 2021.
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Pat  and  Matt  Carr  wish 
all  family,  friends,  and 
neighbours  good Christmas  cheer  and  a 

healthy  2021.
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Aunty Sylv (Sylvia Swain) 

would like to wish 

everyone a very Happy 

Christmas and a 
prosperous and healthy 

New Year.

Rosa would like to wish 

a Happy Christmas and 

Healthy New Year to 

her family and all the 

folk in Stiperstones and 

Snailbeach.
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George and Joan Evans
To family, relatives and 
our many friends;  our 
wish is for a happy and 
healthy Christmas and 
may the New Year bring 
good news and reunions.
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Carol and Graham 

McMillan would like to 

wish all our friends and 

neighbours a very Happy 

Christmas.  We hope all 

of us will see some 

normality to our lives 

2021. A donation has been sent to 

Severn Hospice in lieu of cards.

Wishing  all   our 

friends  and 

neighbours  a  Happy 

Christmas  with   hopes 

for  a  brighter  2021 .

Enjoy  and  stay  safe

Gel,   Phil,   Tracy,   Will,  

Vicki,   Graham,  Phil,  

Stacey  and  families.

We  wish  you  and  your 

family  a  special 

Christmas     to   be 

remembered  for  the 

right  reasons.

Geoff  and  Sue

" We would like to 

send our greetings for 

Christmas and the 

New Year of 2021 to 

all our many friends in 

the area." From all at Tankerville 

Pottery and Gallery

I wo
uld l

ike t
o wi

sh fr
iend

s 

and 
neig

hbou
rs a 

Merry
 

Chri
stmas an

d a s
afe a

nd 

Happi
er N

ew Y
ear.

 I wo
n't b

e sen
ding

 many 
card

s 

this 
year

 but 
will 

be d
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ing t
o 

Hospic
e at 

Home.

Love
 Liz 

Humphre
ys
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You can find us just over the 
Bridge in Minsterley and 

opposite the church.

Smiths can always be relied on 
to supply the best British bred 
meats at competitive prices.

We have weekly special offers 
with a range of great value 

freezer packs.
- and our pies are something 

special!
01743 791863
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Pontesbury  and  Rea  Valley  District  u3a

Now  that  winter  is  just  around  the  corner  with   coronavirus  not  predicted  to  go  away 
very  quickly,   a  gathering  storm  of  gloom  arriving   with   a  second  wave  of  the  virus  is 
predicted.   However,   the  GOOD  NEWS  is  that  even  though  many  senior  residents  in  
our  val ley  have  recently  found  things  a  bit  of  a  strain,   we  have  so  much  to  be  grateful  
for.     Community  spiri t  has  increased  local ly  with   volunteers  and  businesses  supporting  
residents  with   a  variety  of  help  from  odd  jobs,   shopping  to  friendly  chats.    
Your  local   PRV  u3a  committee  has  also  worked  hard  to  increase  the  number  and 
variety  of  enjoyable  activities  for  i ts  members.   The  Groups  Faci l i tators  are  supporting  
the  coordinators  to  discover  imaginative  and  safe  ways  to  continue  group  activities     be 
this  getting   together  virtual ly,   communicating   by  phone  or  by  del ivering   info  through 
letterboxes.       Our  popular  members’   Newsletter  has  increased  the  frequency  of  editions 
and  our  imaginative  THIRD  PAGE  for  OUR  THIRD  AGE  offers  even  more  ways  that  we 
can  sti l l   enjoy  interacting   with   each  other.

We  have  1 2  groups  meeting  regularly     an   example  of  a  ‘new’   group  for  ‘old’,   our 
Recorded  Music  group  members  have  al l   been  actively  l istening  to  designated 
concerts  on   Radio  3  at  home.   They  then  share  their  views  with   each  other  by  electronic 
or  telephonic  means.     More  recently  they  have  each  selected  their  ‘desert  island  discs’  
and  this  month   are  deciding  what  pieces  of  music  they  would  l ike  to  be  played  and  by 
whom  at  their  most  favourite  imaginary  concert.  

Membership  fees  are  currently  reduced  unti l   the  end  of  March,   so  this  is  a  timely 
opportunity  to  join   us,   make  new  friends  and  take  advantage  of  these  enjoyable 
daytime  opportunities  for  people  who  are  no  longer  working  or  have  more  spare  time.    
I f  you   know  someone  who  is  retiring   from  work  or  has  reduced  their  hours,   please  do 
let  them  know  about  our  PRV  u3a  activities  by  showing  this  to  them.
Contact  us  at  jebrice@live.co.uk  or   01743  792790.

 Number teasers inspired by Malcolm Dunbar

Q1. How can Oct 31 = Dec 25 ?
Q2. If among timepieces, sundials have the fewest moving parts, which has the 
most.
Q3 A woman is born in 2020, but dies in 1995, how could this happen?
Q4 The number 8,549,176,320 is a unique number. What is so special about it?
Q5 

Answers on page 29
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When  Christmas  Isn’t  So  MerryThe  Longest  Night

Christmas, even in non Covid times, can be a stressful and sad time for many- bereavements, sad 
memories of Christmases past, financial concerns or family tensions are a sad reality for some. For 
many this will be a first Christmas without a loved one and for many more of us it will be a very 
different Christmas. My mum loved Christmas and the first Christmas after she died (I was in my 
early 30’s) I went away with a friend to avoid Christmas at all costs- it wouldn’t be a traditional 
Canadian Christmas where I was going, I escaped to the Caribbean.  At the time my father lived far 
away from where I did and the Caribbean was closer than he was. I went every year for five years- but 
a then student minister cannot avoid Christmas forever. At theological school that year a fellow 
student gave us a hearty blessing for travel ‘to spend Christmas with our families’. Except, all my 
family was dead, except for my father, who lived so far away and my colleague’s well intended 
blessing felt like a curse. 

Shortly after, I lead my first Christmas Eve in a crowded country church and tried not to crumble 
when Silent Night was sung in warm candlelight glow.  My mum used to always squeeze my hand 
tightly when we sang ‘mother and child’. There was no way I could stop the silent tears that 
gratefully, no one could see but God.  I chimed a Merry Christmas as people left the church knowing 
that I was avoiding Christmas like Scrooge because Christmas without my mum was just too painful. 
As I drove home in the crisp night with the moon casting an entrancing silvery cast onto the snow, I 
thought to myself I must not be alone in this. So I decided that would be the last year that I would 
hold myself captive to Christmas in a miserable way. 

I’d been to a Blue Christmas before but it felt like it was meant to cheer me up but as well intended 
as that was, when it didn’t cheer me up I felt even worse.  The next year my learning site was hosting 
a Longest Night service- always held on December 21st for people who were bereaved, having a hard 
time, feeling pressured to be happy at Christmas. There was no intent to cheer people up, the intent 
was just to be there. So I went. I was allowed to feel sad there- everyone else that was there was sad 
too.  I realised I didn’t go to my father’s place for Christmas because I was embarrassed of my 
sadness and I didn’t want to upset his wife talking about happy memories that involved my mum but 
of course that was me making assumptions. After I left the Longest Night service, I felt better. A lot 
better. I felt like someone had given me permission to honour the sadness within me or not be 
pressured to have a ‘Merry Christmas’ when it would be such a struggle to have a Christmas at all.

Since then, I have hosted a Longest Night gathering every year and now my Christmas is different.  It 
isn’t the same without my mum but I kept some traditions alive and let go of others. I’m not 
betraying those memories by doing so. I still get sad hearing Silent Night but now I can get through it 
with only a tiny tear. 

The Longest Night gathering doesn’t need to be about bereavement- it can be about anything and 
nothing at all. It is a gentle time, not meant to cheer you but a time to give yourself permission to be 
feeling whatever you are feeling. This year, the Longest Night gathering will be on December 21st at 
7pm online/streaming or over the phone. So, you’re not alone, even if you think you are. You don’t 
need to do anything, just show up. There won’t be any Christmas decorations or songs but there will 
be a way that makes space for those who are seekers, spiritual but not religious and people of faith 
alike to come together.
Please email reavalleymethodists@gmail.com for the service codes or more information. If you are 
in distress please ring Samaritans at 116 123.  Revd. MacNeill Cooper is the Methodist minister for 
the Rea Valley area.



Page 24 SDN December 2020

We are now operating to reduced opening times and offering a 
click and collect or delivery service.  

Our temporary opening times are 
Tuesday to Saturday 9am to 1pm.
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Advertiser  rates  and  conditions

1 0  monthly  editions  per  year*(No 
January  or  August  edition)*Effective 
from  February  2021
Per  annum.
*tenth   page  –  £25  (9 X 5.6)cms
*one  fi fth–  £35  (9 X 11.2 cms)
*two  fi fth   –  £70 (18 X 11.2 cms)
*whole  page–  £1 30

One fifth of most advert pages (not for full page 
ads) will contain editorial text.

You might feel it's time for a new look ad or we 
can resize your existing ad at no extra charge.

We will be contacting all our advertisers to 
discuss the new layout.

Please  contact  the  editor  for  more 
information   at
sammy@snailbeachdistrictnews.co.uk
Telephone:   01743  791 999
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Christmas Number 1s
Who had these hits?
1.. "Just Walkin' in the Rain"  1956
2."I Feel Fine" 1964
3."Lily the Pink" 1968
4.“Long Haired Lover from Liverpool" 1972
5."There's No One Quite Like Grandma" 
1980
6."Mistletoe and Wine “1988
7."I Will Always Love You" 1992
8."2 Become 1” 1996
9. "Do They Know It's Christmas?"  2004
10.."He Ain't Heavy, He's My Brother" 2012

   Cryptic Carol Clues

 1. No noise when it’s dark.

    2. Impolite aquatic animal without traveller’s lodge, the 

communist snooped before horse’s guide at a high cost.

    3. Small Scottish trio of rulers.

    4. Not at home in a trough.

    5. Small ass.

    6. Floor of ship with the buildings used for events.

    7. The dozen twentyfourhour periods of religious festival.

    8. Fifteenth letter to move towards everything archaic you 

devoted.

    9. Circle before small settlement of shortened Elizabeth, 

meadow and edge of cloth.

    10. Listen, the harbinger spiritual beings make musical sounds 

with the voice.

    11. At the same time as guardians viewed their groups of 

sheep.

    12. Deity cease work, you archaic happy and honorable 

males.

    13. Enclosed by the dreary middle part of the coldest season.

    14. Chime of bell happily not off, a long way above ground.

    15. The original without the Spanish.   
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Be part of your community’s future
by working on Census 2021

“The ONS is hiring thousands of people in a range of exciting temporary roles to make 
Census 2021 a success. I would love the census field force to include people from every 
community across England and Wales.

“Around 300 community engagement staff have already been employed, and next week 
recruitment will begin for a whole range of field staff which will peak at over 30,000 jobs 
at the height of the census operation in the spring of 2021.

“These roles will be perfect for those who enjoy talking to people and working in the 
community, and every post filled will help ensure communities across the length and 
breadth of England and Wales are represented.

“It is crucial everyone – from people living in London’s commuter-belt to all inner city 
communities; from those living in the countryside to student populations; all generations 
and ethnic minorities – takes part to give the best picture of the needs of us all.”

Pete Benton, Census director of operations
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Christmas Number 1s

1. Johnny Ray

2. The Beatles

3. The Scaffold

4. Little Donny Osmond

5. St. Winifred’s School Choir

6. Cliff Richard

7. Whitney Houston

8. Spice Girls

9. Band Aid

10. The Justice Collective

Christmas Carols

1. Silent Night

2. Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer

3. We three kings

4. Away in a manger

5. Little Donkey

6. Deck the Halls

7. Twelve Days of Christmas

8. O Come all ye faithful

9. O little town of Bethlehem

10. Hark the Herald Angels Sing

11 While Shepherds watched their flocks.

12. God rest ye merry gentlehem

13  In the bleak mid winter

14. Ding Dong merrily on high

15. The first Noel

Conundrums

1. 31 in base 8 (Octal) is 25 (ask the children)

2. An hour glass (all those grains of sand)

3. She was norn 2020 BC

4. The numbers are in alphabetical order

5. 6 opposite segments add up to 21

Answers
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 Age UK Shropshire Telford & Wrekin celebrates 70th birthday

On 11 November 2020 Age UK Shropshire Telford & Wrekin will be celebrating 70 
years of supporting local older people.
Last year the local charity launched its Platinum Appeal to fundraise over two 
years spanning its 70th birthday, the appeal was gathering momentum until the pandemic put a stop to 
fundraising events. In light of the lockdown restrictions Age UK Shropshire Telford & Wrekin has launched the 
Platinum Challenge to encourage the local community to take up their own fundraising challenge in their own 
homes, gardens and local parks.
Chief Executive, Heather Osborne and Chair of Trustees, Sue Robson will be taking up their own Platinum 
Challenge to mark the birthday by walking up the Wrekin at 12.00 noon on the charity’s actual birthday, 
Wednesday 11 November 2020.
Older people have turned to Age UK Shropshire Telford & Wrekin for help during the pandemic and needed the 
charity more than ever, the money raised from the appeal will support older people in three key areas:
-       Reducing loneliness and isolation
An estimated 10,000 older people in Shropshire are desperately lonely.
-       Supporting people living with dementia
Around 7,000 older people are living with dementia in Shropshire.
-       Providing information and advice
An estimated £24m in benefits goes unclaimed across 10,400 Shropshire households.
Heather Osborne, Chief Executive of Age UK Shropshire Telford & Wrekin, said: “We are calling on the 
community to get fundraising to ensure older people still receive the help and support they need, particularly 
during this pandemic as older people have called on our staff and volunteers when they’ve had no-one else to 
turn to. We’d be delighted to hear about your Platinum Challenge, please get behind us – you can make a 
difference to the lives of older people on your doorstep.”

For more information about the Platinum Appeal, visit the website and download a fundraising pack:  https://
www.ageuk.org.uk/shropshireandtelford/get-involved/platinum-challenge/

Contact:
Catherine McCloy
Head of Income Generation 

Shropshire Hills Young Rangers – Starting Soon!

Are you, or do you know, a young person aged 12-16 who is interested in the environment and would 
like to do practical conservation tasks outdoors, learn some new skills and make new likeminded 
friends? Are you aged 15-18 and interested in a career in the environment but need some relevant 
experience?

The Shropshire Hills AONB Partnership and South Shropshire Youth Forum are jointly delivering the 
Shropshire Hills Young Rangers project for young people throughout South Shropshire. Four new 
groups will be running from the end of this year in the Bishops Castle/Clun, Craven Arms/Church 
Stretton, Pontesbury/Stiperstones and Clee Hill areas – but young people are welcome to join from 
anywhere in south Shropshire. Practical site-based sessions will run out of school at weekends or in the 
holidays, with some weekend courses such as hedgelaying/coppicing and occasional longer projects 
such as building a boardwalk or restoring a footpath. 

If you are aged 15-18 you might be interested in our Leadership Working Group which will sit alongside 
the Shropshire Hills AONB Partnership and have a role in developing and influencing the work of the 
Partnership – we’re looking for young people who are passionate about this local area and want to help 
protect and enhance its natural beauty and special landscape.

Interested? Please email Joy Howells  for groups in Bishops Castle/Clun and Pontesbury/Stiperstones 
areas and for the Leadership Group, and Rich Morley  for groups in Clee Hill and Craven Arms/Church 
Stretton areas.
More info at Project funded by the National Lottery Heritage Fund.
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HOUSEHOLDS IN WORTHEN WITH SHELVE PARISH will soon 
be receiving a free SmartWater kits purchased uniquely for your 
household by your local parish council working alongside the We 
Don’t Buy Crime team and West Mercia Police to protect your 
home from burglary. 

Due to the current restriction of Covid19 and the need to self
isolate, this kit has been safely preregistered to your address and 
this solution is now unique to your home. This procedure is in line 
with Royal Mail general data protection regulations / guidelines, 
however should you wish to opt out of this initiative simply email 
WeDontBuyCrime@westmercia.pnn.police.uk and we will remove the kit/your record from the initiative.

Why protect your items with SmartWater?
If your items were stolen, the police could trace them back to you.  By SmartWater protecting your items 
you deter burglary.
The We Don’t Buy Crime team work vigorously to encourage all organisations who buy items off the 
public; retailers, scrap metal merchants, auction houses, antique and jewellery dealers to check for 
SmartWater therefore sabotaging the resale avenue of stolen goods. We have over 200 businesses that are 
actively doing this.
In a court of law, SmartWater is sufficient evidence to convict a criminal with 100% conviction rate in court 
to date – since 1995 over 1000 SmartWater convictions have taken place and a far greater number of 
burglaries prevented in our neighbourhoods and SmartWater protected areas see an average reduction in 
burglaries of 65% 

What’s in SmartWater?
SmartWater is made up of 85% Water, 10% polymers plus a unique mix of rare earth metal traces which 
make every bottle unique. 
SmartWater is invisible in daylight but fluoresces under UV light and cannot be removed once fully adhered 
to its surface.

What if I do not receive a kit?
We will be sending out over 800 kits.   If you are aware your neighbour has received a kit and you have not, 
please contact the parish council and advise the clerk.   clerk@worthenwithshelvepc.org.uk

Your Safer Neighbourhood Team are:
SGT 2382 Damien Kelly
PC 21056 Matt Howell
PCSO 6160 Shaun Culliss
SC 39516 Amber Jones 
Police contact numbers
Please note - Bishops Castle Team voicemail:  01743 
264777 has now been disconnected by HQ
Emergency:  999
Non Emergency:             101
Crime stoppers: 0800 555 111
Website: www.westmercia.police.uk
Twitter: @SouthShropCops      
Facebook: Bishops Castle Policing Team Rural Watch

CRIME/INCIDENTS 
CHIRBURY, WORTHEN, HOPE, SHELVE & 

STIPERSTONES
15th October 2020 – 15th November 2020

CRIMES REPORTED

Criminal damage - Fencing damaged in Snailbeach 
Suspect identified, enquires ongoing 
Dogs worrying livestock on agricultural land in  
Stipertsones - Sheep attacked on common land, dog 
witnessed to have been with 2 females walkers and not 
on a lead  Occurred on the afternoon of 15th November.
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Where have all our hedgehogs gone? by Liz Knowles

We have lost over a third of our hedgehogs since the millennium. Over 36 million hedgehogs once roamed 
the UK, however we are now looking at under one million left. Worldwide they are declining at a similar 
rate as tigers!

Why are hedgehogs in trouble?

Some of the reasons for their decline include, use of pesticides, impermeable fencing, habitat loss and roads. 
Hedgehogs travel up to 34km a night to find food, nest sites and potential mates.

Hedgehogs are hibernating now, but we can think over winter 
about how to make our gardens and streets safer for hedgehogs 
when they emerge in the spring.

Editors note, we have a ‘Ring’ camera in our garden and have 
watched two hedgehogs happily foraging until a few days ago.  
We have plenty of log piles where we hope they are now safely 
hibernating.
Oh and remember if you do burn garden rubbish during the winter 
or next spring just check you are not incinerating a hedgehog 
nesting site.
You can read more about this problem on our on-line edition

Open  Access  Land  on   the  Stiperstones  AONB

Although  the  Stiperstones  is  registered  as  open 

access  land  under  the  Right  to  Roam  scheme  there 

are  some  restrictions  to  protect  local   wi ldl i fe  and 

rare  plants.     The  successful   curlew  project  benefits 

from  keeping  the  publ ic  away  from  sensitive  parts  of 

the  area.     The  current  restrictions  are  now  up  for 

review.     To  find  out  more  or  make  your  opinions 

known  please  go  to  the  Consultation   section   of  the 

DEFRA  website  –  consult.defra.gov.uk.

STIPERSTONES 
CONSULTATION

Closes 8 Jan 2021

Opened 12 Nov 2020

Contact

Richard Thomas

(Case Officer)

0300 060 2091

Richard.Thomas@natu
ralengland.org.uk
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Advertisers - look out 
for how to renew your 
adverts for 2021 

page 26
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Waste  collection
Tuesday  3rd  Green  bin

Tuesday  10th  Black  bin  &  recycle

Tuesday  17th  Green  bin

Tuesday  26th  Black  bin  and  recycle

Temporary  Post  Office

Stiperstones  Inn

12.15   to  2.15

Tuesdays  only
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Not our usual Christmas

Two of the usual village fund raisers have been hit by Covid restrictions.

John Jones is unable to host his usual Christmas lights extravaganza 

and for the first time since its inauguration there will be no Dawdle or 

Dash.  All may not be lost though, following a well received facebook 

post from Dean Purslow the SDN is hosting an illuminated Christmas 

scarecrow competition.

Households are invited to light up the village with a Christmas scene; 

there will be prizes (smallish) in three categories:

Santa scarecrow

Christmas animal – reindeer, robin, polar bear etc.

Traditional Nativity scene

Donations please to Lingen Davies via their website

John has always supported the Severn Hospice through the Boxing 

Day Race.  This year  Kim Price who spent her last days at the hospice 

will be sadly remembered by all staff and customers for her kindness 

and dedication.  The shop and the pub have kindly donated £1000 to 

match the usual contribution from the race and there will be a collection 

box in the shop.


