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BEWARE! 
Attempts made to poison local dogs 

A resident of Snailbeach has recently been targeted on two separate occasions by an 

unkown cowardly attacker in an attempt to kill his gundogs. 

 Newsbrief: Page 3

Giant polar bear appears on the Nipstone

Clarion the Bear: Page 5

Photo: Andrew Fusek Peters

Keep th
e SDN alive!
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Following my announcement last month of my 
intention to stand down as editor of the 
Snailbeach Distict News and after an open 
meeting in Snailbeach Village Hall, several 
ideas have been put forward in an attempt to keep it alive. 
I’m aware that taking on the editorship of the SDN in its present 
format might seem daunting and would discourage most from taking 
on the task. However, there is absolutely no reason why this format 
and pattern of publication should remain as it is now. For example the 
new editor could : 
1) Reduce the size to 20 pages (or less) and use a more accessible 
publishing software like Microsoft Word or Publisher. 
2) Reduce the frequency of publication to 6 editions a year (or fewer) 
instead of the present 10. 
3) Coedit with one person as editor/compiler and another as 
publisher to spread the workload. 
The first edition was published in June 1987 by Jack Foley. He didn’t 
have the fancy technology we have at our disposal now, but year after 
year he produced a simple publication with high editorial standards 
and content that was read and enjoyed by the whole of the local 
community. It would be a great pity if no one from our community 
today came forward to help carry forward this great little publication 
into the next decade. 
If a new editor is not found by the end of June, however, then the SDN 
may cease to exist, I’m afraid. I hope that this will not be the case and 
that someone will come forward to continue in the footsteps of all the 
previous editors over the last thirty odd years in providing the 
community with a newsletter that I believe to be one of the best 
around. 
I have thoroughly enjoyed my time editing the SDN over these last 
few years and will miss the close connection that this has afforded me 
with the wonderful Shropshire Hills and its local villages and people. 
So, if you feel you could and would like to take over as editor, then 
please get in touch with me sooner rather than later. I will give you all 
the help I can in making the transfer as easy as possible.  
Keep the SDN alive! 

Polar bear on the Stiperstones 
A 10’6” model of a polar bear 
was recently hauled to the top 
of the Nipstone on its way to 
Glasgow                               Page 5 
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heart rending story of a litter of 
puppies                              Page 11 
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watercourses                     Page 25 
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of frogs and tells us about a local 
charity dedicated to the care of 
burial grounds                   Page 27 
Why is it called that? 
Lara SprosonJones looks at 
some local place names  Page 29 
Ode to the spell chequer 
An hilarious little ditty that 
points out the uselessness of the 
spell checker that comes with 
our computers                  Page 31



Police called in after gundogs 
are targeted in poison trap 

On two separate occasions recently, two weeks 
apart, a person or persons unknown attempted to 
poison two of Jacko’s gundogs in Lower Works, 
Snailbeach, by placing pellets of rat poison mixed 
with cooked sausages on his front lawn. These 
attacks were believed to have been carried out in 
the early hours of the morning. 
Jacko ignored the first attempt after discovering 
the poison before his dogs could find it and put it 
down to a random act of malice. However, when 
one of his dogs was found eating the poisoned 
sausages on the second attack, forcing Jacko to 
spend four long, stressful and expensive hours at a 
Sunday morning emergency veterinary surgery, he 
realised that this was a vicious and concerted 
attempt to take the life of his gundogs. Fortunately 
the dog recovered and this time the police were 
informed and are now carrying out targeted 
patrols in the area.  
A distressed Jacko told the SDN that he believed 
the poisoning was a craven attempt by someone 
who must have had some sort of grudge against 
him, though he could not understand what this 
might be. He added that if someone did have a 
grudge, then they should have done the decent 
thing and confronted him face to face rather than 
attack two innocent dogs in such a vile and 
cowardly manner. 
Jacko has offered a reward for information leading 
to the arrest and prosecution of the culprit.  

Spring Dedications 
from Sal Tonge and Tim Hockly 

By the time this newsletter is published, the 
daffodils in Stiperstones should be out and 
nodding their jolly heads! It’s been so heartening 
to watch them emerge through 
January and February, promising 
colours in spring. 
They were planted in October 2019 
by a trusty band of volunteers who 
smiled, laughed and sweated 
through many mornings to get 20 x 
56 lb bags of bulbs into the ground. 
The bulbs were funded by a raffle and donations 
from local people who wish for us to remember 
lots of friends and family as we enjoy them, year 

after year… 
There will be continued efforts to add to the 
flowers through the village so watch this space and 
connect with the group Stiperstones Flowers on 
Facebook to be part of the continuation of this. 
Please note: Rev Pam will lead us in a little prayer 
of dedication, remembrance and hope for our 
daffodils and efforts in a 15minute service.  Meet 
on the School Playing Field, Sunday, 8th March at 
5 pm. All welcome! 

Caught on the Hop 
from Robert Currie 

Caught on the Hop by Derek Benfield will be 
presented by Abbey Foregate (Shrewsbury URC) 
Drama Group on Wednesday 29th April, Thursday 
30th, Friday 1st May and Saturday 2nd at 7:30 in 
St Nicholas Hall, English Bridge, Shrewsbury. 

When impressionable 
Phil announces to his 
good friend George that 
he has fallen for a girl on 
the top of a 49 bus, 
George is not surprised; 
such affairs have 
happened and blown 
over many times before. 

But he is surprised when he learns that Phil 
intends to divorce his wife Maggie and go to live 
with his new girlfriend…in the house next door! 
However, friends being friends, the obliging 
George is persuaded to lend a helping hand, thus 
setting in motion the most frenetic confusion of 
mistaken identities, plotting and counter plotting 
that ever erupted on a quiet summer’s day in the 
suburbs. 

Tickets are available from: 
The URC Church Office 01743 368932 

 or Robert Currie 01743 790123. 
Prices (including refreshments): 

£9 Adults, £8 Senior Citizens, £4 Under 16s. 

Rea Valley Environmental Network 
from Liz Knowles  

Our next meeting  will be on Monday 30th March 
at 6pm.  Venue tbc. 
If you are interested in helping your environment 
in any way, or concerned about the climate and 
biodiversity crises and think something needs to 
be done about them at the local level then please 
come along.  

For more information contact Liz Knowles: 
elizabethknowles@gmail.com or Alan Drury: 

alandrury52@gmail.com 
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PHIL GRIFFITHS 

Local Plumber 
 

 

 

Tap Replacement and Plumbing 

Repairs Undertaken 
 

New Taps Supplied and Fitted 

Home Choose Service 

 

Established 35 years 

Prompt and Professional 
Pontesbury based 

 

Tel: 01743 790046 

 

Mobile: 07970 010148 

Harry Coyle 
Landscaping 

Lawns, Hedges, Hardscaping, Decking,  
Slabs & Fencing 

hcoyle@live.co.uk 
Mob1. 07484 205 925 
Mob2. 07866 007 428

HOPE VALLEY RADIO 
01743 791 379 
07811 449 039 

* 
TWO WAY RADIO SALES & HIRE 

TV AERIALS 
SATELLITE DISHES 

CCTV SYSTEMS 
REPAIRS 

SUPPLIED AND INSTALLED

3, STATION ROAD 
MINSTERLEY

A FRIENDLY SERVICE 
FROM 

JENNY, STACEY & 
MICHELLE 

WHO WELCOME 
 CUSTOMERS 
 OLD & NEW

TUESDAY - 9 TO 3  
(BARBER 2 TO 8 - WALK IN SERVICE) 

WEDNESDAY - 9 TO 4 
THURSDAY - 9 TO 9 

FRIDAY - 9 TO 5 
SATURDAY - BY APPOINTMENT

Telephone: 
 01743 792 548 

 for an appointment - or just drop in!
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Clarion is a lightweight model of a polar bear 
created by Bishop’s Castle environmental 
sculptor, artist and picture framer Bamber 
Hawes.  
The bear is a 10’6” sculpture of a full size male 
polar bear made with a frame of thin bamboo 
poles, with his shape formed from willow withies 
and heavy duty tissue paper with exterior PVA 
glue sealing all together and features an 
Extinction Rebellion logo on its chest. 
We had been waiting for a break in the weather 
after I had been approached by Bamber to take 
photos of the awesome and symbolic Clarion the 
Polar Bear on the top of the Nipstone on the 
Stiperstones for winter sunset and dusk light.  
On January 19th it was hoisted up precariously 
and expertly to the top of the rock by Bamber 
and two helpers. It’s the beginning of a long 
journey that will see it carried by hand, with help 
from volunteers, 300 miles all the way to 
Glasgow in time for the United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP26) in November this year. 

Why the Stiperstones? 
Bamber explained, “I was trying to think 
of a bold way of using Clarion to wake 
people up to the real and pressing danger 
of allowing world leaders to get away with 
‘business as usual’ rather than taking on 
the responsibilities of the immediate 
radical change that is so desperately 
needed.” The setting was chosen because 
climate change and human influence have 
had such a huge impact on the south 
Shropshire Hills in recent years.  
When asked why a polar bear, and why a 
pilgrimage?  Bamber replied, “The polar 
bear is such an iconic animal these days 
representing the Arctic North and the 
problems of catastrophic ice loss.”  
 We are seeing general species decline 

here in South Shropshire; birds like curlews and lapwings are at a fraction of their numbers from last 
century, and over 70 percent of the heather has died over the last few winters due to global warming 
{NT figures}. Though there are sterling recovery efforts going on we are at a turning point and must do 
all we can to fight for what we might lose. 

Clarion the 
Polar Bear 

by Andrew Fusek Peters

Pictures by Andrew Fusek Peters. Conservation photographer Andrew has been working on the 
Stepping Stones environmental project for the last 5 years, documenting the wildlife and landscape of 

the Long Mynd, Stiperstones and surrounding landscape.  

The contrail in the sky is an 
ironic symbol of the state of 

the climate

Clarion on top of the Nipstone
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Lewis Wealth Management Limited, 
St James’s House, Anchorage Avenue, 
Shrewsbury SY2 6FG
Office:    01743 444 700
Mobile:   07967 430 392
Email:      Neil.Lewis @ sjpp.co.uk
Web:     lewiswealthmanagement.co.uk

Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep 
up repayments on your mortgage.

With over 30 years experience, we offer friendly
professional advice on a wide range of financial 
services. 

Investment Planning
Retirement Planning
Inheritance Tax 
Planning
Intergenerational 
Planning
Mortgages

It’s important you make 
the right decisions.

Altro Capelli 
Katie & Avril welcome you to a 
Creative Organic 100% Vegan Salon

Open Tuesday - Saturday 
 For appointments call  
01743 790386  

Find us on Facebook

of Pontesbury 
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Tahitian has no word for ‘sadness’. 

Concrete is stronger if carrots are added to it. 

All strawberries today derive from five plants 
taken to France from Chile in 1712. 

Adolf Hitler’s nephew, William Hitler, served in 
the US Navy. 

Steve Jobs tried to change the name of Apple 
Macintosh to the Apple Bicycle. 

In 2007, the Swiss Army invaded Liechtenstein 
by accident; it was dark, and they couldn’t see 
where they were going. 

Nintendo is Japanese for ‘leave luck to Heaven’. 

25% of the world’s prisoners are in the US. 

Poppies were first used as a symbol of the 
Napoleonic Wars. 

At the age of 69, Victor Hugo had sex with 40 
different people in five months. 

Sheep smuggling used to be called ‘owling’. 

In 320 AD, the Catholic Church made it a sin to 
eat sausages. 

Of all dog breeds, Pekingese are the most 
genetically similar to wolves. 

A million plastic bottles are bought every 
minute.

Newsletter Donations  

Many thanks to those who sent us 
donations over the last month, 

including:- 
Lordshill Baptist Church 

 If you wish to donate 
anonymously by direct bank transfer our 

details are: 
Sort code: 09-01-54 
A/C no: 05629702 

Otherwise donations can be left with 
Phil or Lara at  

the Stiperstones Inn  
or with Patrick at 5, Lower Works, 

SY5 0NY 
Help us  to  stay a  free,  secular  and 

independent publication serving the local 
community. 
Thank you.  

Sudoku:  
A puzzle in which players insert the numbers one 
to nine into a grid consisting of nine squares 
subdivided into a further nine smaller squares in 
such a way that every number appears once in 
each horizontal line, vertical line, and square. 

By popular demand we now give you 

SUDOKU 

A couple of simply hard ones this month  if that’s 
not too much of a contradition! Enjoy!
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For all your domestic electrical 
installation and property maintenance

VPJ Electrics & Property Services

Contact Paul Jones 

Tel: 07976 909 434 

Email: vpjones40@gmail.com 
 

“No job too small” 
Free estimates

PLOuGh GaraGE Jack EvaNS & SONS 
EStabLIShEd 1919

Chapel Street, Pontesbury, SY5 0RJ

SERVICING & MOT’S 
TYRES & EXHAUSTS 
BATTERIES 
AIR CONDITIONING

Tel: 01743 790 270 

Web: www.ploughgarage.co.uk 

Email: ploughgarage@btconnect.com

Window Cleaning
AB

Window Cleaning

Tel. 01743 792261
Mob.  07983 619325

E-mail. adrian.beesty@sky.com
Windows   |   Conservatories   |   Reach and Wash System and Traditional   |   Gutter Cleaning

Domestic and Commercial   |   Free No Obligation Quotations

MX  
REMOVALS

07887 804934
HOUSE REMOVALS 

HOUSE CLEARANCES 
RUBBISH REMOVED 

SINGLE ITEMS 
FREE QUOTES 

FULLY INSURED 

SHROPSHIRE

ANYWHERE - ANYTIME

The Flower Shop
3, Station Road, Minsterley 

Tel: 01743 791 860 
Email: 

theflower.shop@aol.com

Fresh Flowers, Plants, Greetings 
Cards, 

Wrapping Paper, Helium Balloons, 
and  

Much More

Fit after forty with Sal presents 
* Wednesdays 6 - 7 pm, 80’s style aerobics 
Cardio, strengthening and flexibility to the tunes 
you know and love 
* Fridays 9.15 - 10.15 Mereside pop up Fit club 
Mereside community centre play area 
* Sundays 9 - 10 am Stiperstones Fit club at school 
playground 
* Circuits, cardio blast, strengthening and toning 
in the great outdoors in a fun and friendly group 

All sessions £6 
Tel: 01743 792993 or find me on Facebook
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Chairman’s report 
from 

Ray Harper
The Village Hall committee normally meets every three months to 
discuss what is needed to keep everything ticking along nicely. 
However, the real work is done by the subcommittees, who are 
able to step in and deal with any matters outstanding or arising 
between committee meetings. Whilst the members of the sub 
committees are quite often also on the committee it is not 
essential and expertise (and/or labour) does come from elsewhere 
when necessary. 
We currently have four subcommittees: 
Catering – as the name suggests this group provide the 
refreshments at our functions, but there is much more to their 
remit than serving teas. They are not only a great source of income 
for the hall, they also ensure that the kitchen and all the 
equipment in it are up to the required standards for public 
catering. They work closely with the next subcommittee.   
Entertainment – again selfexplanatory. They organise, or co
ordinate if someone outside of the committee takes the lead, 
events for the benefit of the community. Some of these are purely 
for the delight of the attendees (e.g. performances by Sarah 
McQuaid and more recently Kerpow) and others have the added 
intent of raising funds for projects while providing fun and games 
on the way.  Currently there are discussions regarding a V.E.Day 
celebration, Easter fun day, a return visit by Sarah McQuaid 
(Patrick Marks takes the credit for this) and possibly a new Follies 
(the Stiperstocks Posse will be in charge of this).   
Maintenance – this group are the most active of the sub
committees, as with a building like the Village Hall there is 
constant need to keep on top of the maintenance even if it is only 
changing a light bulb or oiling a door hinge. Unfortunately, at this 
moment, Storm Ciara has set them a larger task as the hall has lost 
a few slates and ridge tiles and these need replacing before the 
weather gets in and causes more damage.   We are also at the 
mercy of the weather when it comes to repainting the exterior and 
roof of the hall but I am sure the maintenance subcommittee will 
deal with these matters with the same gusto as all others.  
Play Area – this is the newest subcommittee having only been set 
up this month.  We spent a lot of time and effort last year 
enhancing the play area and bringing it back up to standard. There 
are still further improvements that can be made and perhaps more 
importantly we do not wish to see the progress already achieved 
be undone by inactivity. So this group are charged with continuing 
the growth of the play area fund via grant applications and other 
means, for the maintenance of existing equipment and the 
provision of new items to enhance the area.   
In addition to the four official subcommittees we have an informal 
group currently discussing possible enhancements to the building 
itself. This is too big a topic for the full committee to ponder so the 
purpose is to pull together some ideas into a coherent plan of 
action for the committee to consider. This is very exciting and will 
hopefully culminate in making the Village Hall even more attractive 
to potential users.  

What’s on  
 

Annie’s Trips ‑ 2020 
Wednesday, 4th March 

Day trip to Chirk Iron Works and 
Garden Centre. 

Wednesday, 11th March 
Day trip to Tewkesbury and market. 

Monday, 30th March 
Battle of Waterloo ‑ 4 nights. 

Return 4th April staying at Nivelles. 
Guide throughout the tour. 

Call Annie on 07966 459806 
 

Friday, 13th March  
7.30pm – 9.00pm 

Church Barn, Bishop’s Castle  
SY9 5FD 

‘The Botanist Gin’ 
A Talk by Richard Gulliver  

hosted by 
Marches Meadow Group 

Admission is £3.00 
 

Saturday, 21st March 
10am ‑ 5pm 

The Public Hall, Bishop’s Castle 
Model Railway Exhibition 

Adults £4, under 16 free 
Call 07553 010196 

 
Saturday, 4th April 

7.30pm 
St. John’s Church, Bishop’s Castle 

The Marches Sinfonia 
perform Haydn’s ‘Creation’ and 
Beethoven’s ‘Halelujah Chorus’ 

£12 (children and students free), 
Call 01588 650448

Download the Snailbeach District 
News in full colour from 

www.snailbeachdistrictnews.co.uk 
together with all the latest news 

from Shropshire Council
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Balti Spice 

 
Bangladesh Restaurant & Takeaway

the Old bake house, brookside, Pontesbury. 
 SY5 0QF 

Tel: 01743 791 848 
Open every evening 

5.30 pm to 11.00 pm 
15% off all collected takeaway orders over £12 

Free home delivery within a 3 mile radius 
Sunday & Wednesday night specials  

4 course meal - £10.95 
Papadoms, Starter, Main Course, Rice or Nan 

(Eat in only. Excludes seafood and duck dishes) 

Fully Licensed

Hardware & software support
Troubleshooting, repairs & upgrades

Custom set up of: Laptops, PC’s & Tablets 
WiFi and cabled Network configuration

Broadband and internet issues
Malware & Virus removal

Security software setup
File rescue / data recovery

Printer issues
Backup solutions

Mobile service to your door
Remote support

Friendly local IT support for home & small businesses: South Shropshire area

Setting up a PC out of the box can be challenging, it often ends up in 
confusion resulting in a machine that is a pain to use. The 
manufacturers don’t make it any easier, bombarding the user with 
multiple choices and unnecessary software.

By enabling easy access to the things that you like and frequently use 
and by placing the things that you don’t need or use out of the way, we 
can provide you with a system that is secure, simple to operate and 
customised to your specific needs.

Contact:   Rob
Tel:           01588-650567
Mobile:     07765-240718
Email:       robwestonnet@aol.com

We can resolve most issues quickly and conveniently at your location
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Faith’s Story

by 
Deb Gallimore

A week later the pups were all in the garden in the playpen enjoying the sunshine, my friend was visiting 
with her children. Suddenly the children were calling me that one puppy was not moving. Rushing 
outside holding my breath thinking something had happened to Faith, instead I found one of Faith’s big 
bouncy sisters flat on her side; she was dead! Struggling to comprehend this awful event and desperate 
for an explanation I put it down to a freak accident. Although it was a weak explanation. No puppies 
were showing any signs of illness, they were doing everything I would expect of a litter their age. 

I put the rest of the pups to bed that night, oblivious of what 
was to come.  
Early Saturday morning as usual I got up to let the puppies out, 
opening the door silently so they could go straight outside to 
the toilet. As they all jumped up and bounced round in the race 
to the door my eyes were fixed on a fluffy lifeless body that 
looked for all the world like it was in blissful sleep. My chest 
felt like it was going to crack open! You can imagine. This 
sleeping beauty was a pup that had been chosen, named and 
already loved by someone who had waited and waited for 
Clementine’s litter. Ok this was no freak accident, something 
had to be wrong. My vet came to the house. Temperatures 
were taken, chests listened to, mucus membranes all nice and 
pink; no clinical signs of illness at all. A broadspectrum 
antibiotic was given, and the sleeping beauty was sent to the 
vets for postmortem in 

the hope we could identify the problem and stop any more pups 
dying. Nothing conclusive was apparent from that PM. I don’t 
know how I kept going at the time, I just had to for the sake of the 
other pups. 
A week went by, everyone finished their meds, still no clinical signs 
of illness, dare I hope we were out of the woods? Sadly not; pups 
now 7 weeks old, no more visitors had been allowed, just in case 
that had been the cause of the problem. Saturday again and all had 
been well all week but then the most awful, horrible Groundhog 
Day  another puppy dead in the morning still sleeping, again; but 
not Faith. It has puzzled me continuously how she managed to 
escape the illness that took her brothers and sisters. I imagined she 
would be weak in constitution given her difficult start, but now I 
know for certain, weak is not a word to describe Faith. This third 
puppy loss after a week of holding my breath every time I went to 
the pups fearing the worst and each day daring to hope it might not happen again, sent me into a 
tailspin. I was a gibbering mess on the phone to the vets and insisted they visit again and try new 
antibiotics. Still no temperatures, no signs at all to suggest any illness. New antibiotics, Sunday; Monday; 
all pups OK. Tuesday morning, another pup still sleeping while her siblings raced to the door. The 
antibiotics obviously weren’t working….

Faith, the puppy with the 
wonky tongue and scabby paws 
continues to improve, but further 
heartbreak is in store for Deb as a 
mystery illness starts to take its 

toll on the rest of the litter... 

Part 3 next month...

Part 2

Clementine sporting her home made gimp 
suit to keep her mastitis wounds clean whilst 

allowing her to feed the pups. 

The pups at four and a half weeks. Look 
closely and you might even see a cocker 

spaniel in there!

Pictures: Deb Gallimore
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Nipstone Campsite
The Bog, SY5 0NJ 

Tel: 01743 792 073 
Email: 

timrm@mail.com
Small Friendly Campsite for tents, located 200 

yards off The Shropshire Way. Facilities include  
toilets and hot & cold water. Campfires are 
permitted and firewood is available to buy. 

Dogs & Children Welcome. 
£6 per person per night. Under 5’s free.

S & D Garden Services 

Gardener Handymen 

If you need help with your garden, look no 

further!
 

Contact Darrell - 07340 716 311 

or Steve - 07799 468 898 

 

Lawn Mowing, Hedge Cutting and 

 General Garden Maintenance

We sell: Local & Exotic Meat, Game, Pies, 
Fruit, Veg, Cakes, Bread, Milk, Cheese, Tinned 

Goods, Cereals, Tea, Coffee, Sugar, Biscuits, 
Crackers, Crisps, Sauces, Jams & Pickles.

BBQ pack 1 £25.99 
4 Handmade Burgers 

4 Chicken Fillets 
4 Pork Steaks 

4 Sirloin Steaks 
Family Pack - 

£24.99 
400g Lean Diced 

Beef 
400g Mince Steak 

4 Handmade Burger 
1.5 kg Gammon 

Joint 
1 Large Chicken 

Gym Pack - £24.99 
6 Chicken Fillets 

6 Pork Steaks 
2 Sirloin Steaks 
500g Dry Cure 

Bacon 
 

Roast Pack - £29.99 
1kg Local Topside 

1kg Local Pork Joint 
1kg Gammon Joint 
2kg Large Chicken 

 

MSH Electrical Services 
All types of electrical work 

PAT Testing, LED Lighting 
Central Heating Systems 

Free Quotes 
35 Years Experience 

Mike Hockly 
Mob. 07961 278 028 
Tel. 01743 891 610 

email: hockly342@btinternet.com

T P Hockly 
Building Contractor 

Timber Framed Buildings & Extensions, 
Brickwork & Plastering 

Driveways, General Building Work 
& Building Maintenance 

Call Tim on: 01743 791 114 
Mobile: 07814 498 524

rESPONSIbLE dISPOSaL aNd 
rEMOvaL OF uNWaNtEd bEE aNd 

WaSP NEStS 
reasonable rates 

 
 
 
 
 
 
call tim hockly 07814 498 524



I guess not so many of us 
read the Shropshire Star 
every night compared with 
10 or 20 years ago. We can 
keep up to date with 
national news on the TV or 

local news on radio, although I believe a big 
chunk of Stiperstones gets no Radio Shropshire 
reception. What about online? 
 
I have been running a project called Offchan for 
over a year. Our website offchan.com seeks out 
YouTube videos from all areas of Central and 
Local Government. You might be surprised to 
know that about 200 videos are posted every 
Minister’s question time and the latest 
government advice on the Coronavirus down to 
the personal experiences of young apprentices 
just starting on the employment ladder. Some of 
these videos are watched by several thousand 
people while others may not find their way to a 
dozen homes. Remember that the Gangnam 
Style video was watched by over 1 billion 
viewers, so the Government hasn’t grabbed the 
nation yet. If you take a look at our site 
offchan.com you will get a flavour of the variety 
of ‘official’ videos you can find online. 
 
Shropshire Council’s are making greater and 
greater use of this method to make their 
decision making more transparent. Full length 
videos of cabinet meetings are now available to 
all of us. In addition, the council are featuring 
video shorts from museums and libraries.   
 
Shropshire has also become a serious Twitter. 
The Councils official site has 22.000 followers 
across the county and beyond. Log in here to 
catch up on the latest on traffic news, swimming 
pool or library openings, or join in to have your 
say on issues like potholes and parking. Many of 
these tweets are featured on the Council’s 
Facebook page with more photos to keep you on 
the ball, or you can join their 1500 Instagram 
followers. 
If you haven’t tried the Snailbeach District News 
online service, give us a look at 
www.snailbeachdistrictnews.co.uk or just search 

for us with ‘Snailbeach News’. In addition to all 
the articles and adverts from this month’s issue 
we feature a Shropshire Council newsfeed. 
Updated daily this will keep you abreast of the 
latest council decisions. You can also look back 
over past issues or even use our search facility 
for a special article. 
Social media is not just babies in buckets or cats 
stealing from the fridge. Keep informed of local 
events on your local news sites – oh and yes, you 
can get the Shropshire Star online as well. 
 
Next month we take a look at using emails or 
online forms to contact councils, your member 
of parliament or central government. 

Sammy
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The Sammy Mail Column with Geoff Sproson

Some items for sale  
Yamaha Portatone PSR 460 keyboard plus stand  

£150  
Yamaha 2 electric organ plus stool and books  £120  

Guitar. Suit beginner £25  
Camera adjustable tripod  £15  

Tokina camera zoom lens 2885mm  £30 
Olympus flash gun  £10  

Bargo double dog cage (4 doors, divider and 
mat)£150 

Caravan Wastemaster  £15 
All items in very good condition 

Contact Thelma on 01743 791123 after 6pm
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A M Batchelor Builders Ltd. 
Renovations, Extensions, Property Maintenance, Alterations and Hard Landscaping. 

Over 30 years of experience. Free estimates and advice.

A M Batchelor Builders Ltd. 
Coppice Farm 

Snailbeach, Shrewsbury, Shropshire. 
SY5 0NS 

Mobile: 07785 531 910 
Email: andybatch36@hotmail.com

Monday to Friday 8:30am to 5:30pm, Saturday 8:30am to 3:00pm

Fresh flowers, plants and a large range of giftware items 
 

Main Road, Pontesbury, SY5 0PY 
01743 792333 

www.annewhysall.co.uk

Mark Abrams

Lydcote, The Lyde
Bromlow SY5 0EB

07515 441954

mwagardencare.blogspot.com
mwa.gardens@gmail.com

MWA Garden Care
Grounds and Garden Maintenance

FLORISTS



Mr. Quips 
Corner
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I wish I’d said that...

Turning vegan is a big missed steak. 
For maximum attention, nothing beats a good 
mistake. 
I gave up my seat to a blind person in the bus. 
That is how I lost my job as a bus driver. 
I remember being in so much debt that I 
couldn't afford my electricity bills. It was a 
dark time. 
I accidentally handed my wife a glue stick 
instead of a chapstick. She still isn't talking to 
me. 
My dad sent me to a psychiatrist for wearing 
his bra again. 
Atheists don't solve exponential equations 
because they don't believe in higher powers. 
When do you congratulate someone on their 
mistake? On their marriage. 
My doctor told me that jogging could add 
years to my life. He was right—I feel ten years 
older already.

I ordered 1000 kilos of 
Chinese soup. It was Won 
Ton.

I don’t recognize you  I’ve changed a lot  
Oscar Wilde. 
He’s so small, he’s a waste of skin ‐ Fred 
Allen. 
Her skin was white as leprosy  S. T. 
Coleridge. 
He was distinguished for ignorance; for he 
had only one idea and that was wrong  
Benjamin Disraeli. 
What’s on your mind? If you’ll forgive the 
overstatement  Fred Allen. 
I didn’t like the play, but then I saw it 
under adverse conditions  the curtain 
was up  Groucho Marx. 
Nature, not content with denying him the 
ability to think, has endowed him with the 
ability to write  A. E. Housman. 
This is not a book that should be tossed 
lightly aside. It should be hurled with 
great force  Dorothy Parker. 
He was about as useful in a crisis as a 
sheep  Dorothy Eden. 
He has no enemies, but is intensely 
disliked by his friends   Oscar Wilde. 
The finest woman that ever walked the 
streets  Mae West. 
I feel so miserable without you, it’s almost 
like having you here   Stephen Bishop.

 
“Live, laugh, love” is the mantra of the U3A – a global organisation, which is very popular in the UK including 
our own local Pontesbury and Rea Valley branch.  
Our Third Age is not about a particular age but more about people who have some time on their hands – 
perhaps they are retired, semiretired or no longer bringing up their family so whatever age you are, you will 
not regret having a look at what is on offer locally.  Several of our members still work parttime and still enjoy 
fitting in an Interest Group or 3.   
Interest Groups are small groups run by and for members and where we can really get to know each other.  
Members feel comfortable meeting up with likeminded friends to share their knowledge of subjects or 
pastimes they love. 
New members are always welcome, especially those with the enthusiasm to generously share their skills.  
Interest groups range from art to walking and include bridge, boules, social cycling, languages, music, pickle 
ball and cinema visits to name a few more.   
This year U3As in the UK will be celebrating the first National U3A day on 3rd June to celebrate the new 
experiences that come with being in your third age. Look out for us in early June when we can show you some 
of the amazing array of things members get up to and how we challenge preconceptions of what being a third 
aged adult means.   
On the other hand, if you cannot wait you may like to come along to our next Open Meeting on 18th March or 
contact 792790 for a chat about Pontesbury and Rea Valley U3A. 

U3A helps to keep minds and bodies active
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COPYCOPYCOPYCOPY

 
Commercial Printing 

* 
Business & Personal 

Stationery 
* 

Ultra High-Speed Copying 
* 

Design Service 
* 

High Quality 
Digital Colour Printing 

* 
Full Colour Envelopes 

 
130 Longden Coleham, Shrewsbury 

01743 360424 
www.copy-write.co.uk

  
 

 

Trees, Hedges 
& Woodlands 

 Tree Surgery Small or Large Trees, 
felling, pruning or planting 

 Hedge management – trimming & 
shaping - large or small 

 Traditional hedge-laying 
 Woodland Management – Coppicing, 

felling, planting 
 Orchard Management 

 
£5m Public Liability and £10m Employee Liability 

TTeTel:l:Tel:Tel: 01743 891231  
 MobMMobile:Mobile:ile:Mobile:Mobile:Mobile:Mobile: 07974 300328 
 EmaEEmail:Email:ilEmail:Email::Email: info@wood-matters.co.uk 
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1) At a family reunion were the following 
people: one grandfather, one grandmother, 
two fathers, two mothers, four children, three 
grandchildren, one brother, two sisters, two 
sons, two daughters, one father-in-law, one 
mother-in-law, and one daughter-in-law. But 
not as many people attended as it sounds. 
How many were there, and who were they? 
2) 97 football teams participate in an annual 
tournament. The champion is chosen for this 
tournament by the usual elimination scheme. 
That is, the 97 teams are divided into pairs, 
and the two teams of each pair play against 
each other. The loser of each pair is 
eliminated, and the remaining teams are 
paired up again, etc. How many games must 
be played to determine a champion? 
3) You must cut a birthday cake into exactly 
eight pieces, but you're only allowed to make 
three straight cuts, and you can't move pieces 
of the cake as you cut. How can you do it? 
4) Two trains travel toward each other on the 
same track, beginning 100 miles apart. One 
train travels at 40 miles per hour; the other 
travels at 60 miles per hour. A bird starts flight 
at the same location as the faster train, flying 
at a speed of 90 miles per hour. When it 
reaches the slower train, it turns around, 
flying the other direction at the same speed. 
When it reaches the faster train again, it turns 
around -- and so on. When the trains collide, 
how far will the bird have flown? 
5) If you put a coin in an empty bottle and 
insert a cork into the neck of the bottle, how 
could you remove the coin without taking the 
cork out or breaking the bottle? 
6) A man is looking at a photograph of 
someone. His friend asks who it is. The man 
replies, "Brothers and sisters, I have none. But 
that man's father is my father's son." Who was 
in the photograph? 
7) Three people go fishing -- two fathers and 
two sons. How is this possible? 
8) Why is it better to have round manhole 
covers than square ones?

Answers on page 40

PuzZles & Posers

The government has declared that the UK must be 
carbon neutral by 2050. It has passed a law to say so. 
Aside from the fact that most scientists say this is far 
too late a date, how are we actually progressing 
towards this target? 
Let's start with local councils. A recent survey 
(eca.co.uk) found that 43% of councils do not even 
measure the energy they use or produce, and 47% 
say they have no strategy in place to reduce the 
carbon emissions from housing and other buildings, 
one of the top contributors to carbon emissions in 
the UK. 
The environmental law firm Client Earth has said that 
many councils, including our own Shropshire Council, 
are set to miss the government's target, in a 
collective failure to plan adequately for climate 
change and its consequences. 
It's not easy of course. Financial and technological 
resources are needed to help meet this crisis, even 
to meet the government's own failing standards. 
Local Councils have been starved of resources for 
years now. Shropshire Council has had its budget cut 
by a whopping 75%! (think of how we have hardly 
any local libraries left, or the roads are potholed, or 
schools, children's and adults services are crying out 
for help, to name just a few casualties) 
And who is in control of these resources? The 
government! 
Yet there is not even a cabinet minister responsible 
for achieving net zero emission targets, and the 
government's own advisors are consistently saying 
that planned intermediate targets are not being met. 
Declarations of a climate emergency are just empty 
words unless there is the political will to actually do 
something about it. 
So, what can we do about it? There's one thing we 
can all do  we can ask our MPs what they are doing 
to persuade the government to face up to its 
responsibilities. 
Our local MPs are: 
Rt Hon Philip Dunne. MP  
philip.dunne.mp@parliament.uk 
Rt Hon Daniel Kawczynski. MP  
daniel.kawczynski.mp@parliament.uk 

How's the climate crisis 
plan going?

by Liz Knowles



 
 
 

Recycle your old scrap metal 

 
Washing Machines, Cookers, Cars, vans, Cast, 

Brass, copper, lead, batteries, cable, farm 

scrap, old central heating systems, etc. 

 

 

No load too big or too small 

Free Collection! 

 

 

Call - 07989 050 276 

Or -  01743 791 493
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SWS Broadband, Brook House, Pennerley, Shrewsbury SY5 0NE 

0333 7000 227 | connect@swsbroadband.net 

SWS Broadband 
Your Local Internet Service Provider. . . 

Connecting Shropshire since 2005 
 

 

 
Affordable 

Reliable 

Flexible 

High Speed 

from £24/month 

Further savings with VoIP phone 

Choose the bandwidth you require 

Change service without penalty 

From 10Mbps to 30+Mbps 

Choose the bandwidth that suits you 

In-house technical support  

99.99% availability 
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 SNAILBEACH WI 

from The Library Owl

News from 

Pontesbury Library

Mulling over what to write for the future is 
difficult at this time. I have lots of exciting 
ideas but can’t yet set them in place. I have 
therefore been reflecting on the past and 
leaving this building in Bogey Lane. I have been 
nesting in this little wooden library since it 
opened in September 2006. I remember all the 
unpacking of boxes and setting up quite vividly, 
finishing with a dash round like a 60 Minute 
Makover. I will miss the comings and goings at 
school, watching the children grow. I will miss 
the view of our hill, the changing seasons from 
sun to mist and snow. But ‘heyho!’ lots to look 
forward to, new shelves, new customers and 
new views! I should also mention that the 3 
public computers have now been updated to 
the new faster Windows 10 and we will also be 
getting a new modern scanner. 

Keep your eyes peeled for posters and fliers 
with details of our move, opening times will 
remain the same.    

Our first extra of the year was 
lunch at the Stiperstones Inn which 
proved to be very enjoyable  so 

much so that it will be repeated next year. 
February meeting was a very informative evening 
when Graham Fuller came to talk about the 
importance of planning for the future with power 
of attorney to safeguard our health and finances. 
In March we shall be welcoming Thomas Holt, a 
local man, who has a wine business in Spain. We 
will have the opportunity to learn about the 
making of various wines, and have a taste of them 
too!!  
Extras coming up are a visit to see the beautiful 
daffodils grown in the fields at The Gatten, 
followed by lunch at the nearby Bridges Inn. 
A date to keep in mind is April 17th when we will 
have an open evening for folk to come and enjoy a 
game of curling in Snailbeach Village Hall. 
As always you are most welcome to come and join 
our WI . We meet every 2nd Thursday at 
Snailbeach Village Hall.  Joyce Graves 

QUIZ TIME from 
Jenny Alldridge  

On 7th February  Jenny Alldridge, Susan Bates and 
Ray Harper went to Hope, accompanied (none of 
our trusty regulars being available) by Barney 
Alldridge who made a future place on the team 
worth an invitation by knowing quite a lot, 
including which part of a butterfly's body is used 
for taste.  The rest of us had no idea.    We scored a 
total of 53 points. 

In January Jenny Alldridge, Dave Fitzhugh, Susan 
Bates and Ray Harper went to Cruckton and 
achieved a score of 51 points, also winning the fun 
quiz at half time with 20/20. Before that, in 
December, none of our other regulars being free 
on the night, Jenny and Ray went to Stapleton with 
two new members of Priest Weston's village hall 
committee who wanted experience of the quiz 
before entering their own team next year. The 
score there was 44.  

The next quiz will take place on Friday 6th March at 
Minsterley, and the final will be on Friday 3rd April, 
venue to be confirmed. We are not sure yet who 
will be taking part, or what our current position is 
in the league.  

SSnnaaiillbbeeaacchh  
DDiissttrriicctt  NNeewwss  

is looking for a new 

Editor/Publisher 
to take over from Patrick Marks, the 

current editor/publisher. 
Knowledge of Word and/or Publisher an 
advantage as training will be given in the 
use of QuarkXpress publishing software. 
Please contact Patrick initially for further 

details at 
editor.sdn@mail.com 
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What the centre is about 
The visitor centre attracts 24,000 to 25,000 visitors a year where it provides them with tourist 
information, advice on walks and local history plus light refreshments and toilet facilities. The centre 
promotes local crafts, artists and authors as well as providing display space for organisations such as the 
Shropshire Swift and Curlew Groups, The Mary Webb and Malcolm Saville societies, the Shropshire 
Mines Trust and Natural England. The Bog Centre also provides a meeting place for a range of 
organisations such as Scouts, Duke of Edinburgh’s Award scheme, walking and cycling groups from near 
and far, plus vintage car and motorbike clubs. The centre also promotes strong links with the Shropshire 
Hills AONB, National Trust and Shropshire Wildlife Trust. 
Talks and guided walks can be arranged and the building is available, on a limited scale, for local 
organisations to hire. 
A new venture for the centre is the introduction of arts and craft courses run during weekdays for 
people who live in the locality. These are advertised on the website, public notice boards and local 
newsletters. 
History of the building 
Built in 1839 as a chapel with a school room as part of a mining initiative the building soon changed role 
into becoming The Bog School which eventually closed in 1968. The building was retained by the Local 
Educational Authority as a teachers’ centre and field studies centre for Shropshire pupils. Approximately 

twentyfive years ago the building 
switched to its current role as a 
tourist information centre.  
Three years ago, The Bog Visitor 
Centre became a  Community 
Interest Company which is defined 
as “a business with primary social 
objectives whose surpluses are 
principally reinvested for that 
purpose in the business or in 
the community, rather than being 
driven by the need to maximise 
profit for shareholders and 
owners.” 

At the same as time a twentyfive year lease was agreed with Shropshire Council at a Peppercorn rent of 
£1 per year, The Bog Visitor Centre management team taking on financial responsibility for all expenses 
related to the building and its grounds. 
How the centre is administered 
The visitor centre is administered by five directors (a condition of becoming a CIC) and a management 
committee of eight which includes three of the directors. The directors and committee are not paid for 
meetings but receive the minimum wage rate for hours spent on other administrative duties. As with all 
staff who work at The Bog the first thirtyfive hours of duties are unpaid as a voluntary contribution and 
thereafter are paid the minimum hourly rate of pay with tax deducted at source. The thirtyfive hours of 
voluntary time is flexible and can be moved upwards depending on the annual turnover. 

THE BOG VISITOR CENTRE 
A COMMUNITY INTEREST COMPANY 

Jerry Hughes reports

The Bog Centre open for business



The centre provides a level of 
employment to thirtyfive staff who 
man the building during opening 
hours, also a cleaner and five cake 
bakers. Twentyfive local traders 
provide craft stalls from the sales of 
which The Bog receives a commission 
of 22%. 
Recent renovations 
In the last three years, with financial 
assistance provided through the 
Leader Grant Programme, a European 
initiative part funded by the European 
Agricultural Fund for Rural 
development administered by 
Shropshire Council, we have been 
able to make improvements to the 
building. This has involved repointing 
all external walls with lime mortar, 

replacing all windows and doors, insulating the ceilings, installing an air sourced heating system, 
providing lighting for the main hall and updating the lighting elsewhere, renovating the wood block floor 
and realigning the external steps to the main entrance. The grants have covered 80% of the costs with 
the remaining 20% funded through annual surpluses. All profits are ploughed back into the building and 
in the coming year it is planned to replace the roof of front porch and to furnish the exhibition and 
storage areas in the 
porch. The main roof is 
also in need of 
attention. 
You have a part to 
play 
The sixty plus local 
people involved in 
operating The Bog 
Visitor Centre make a 
huge contribution to 
promoting this 
beautiful part of the 
country and 
welcoming visitors 
from around the 
world. Most of our staff are retired senior citizens plus a small group of youngsters of school age who 
assist at weekends and during the holidays. The organisation is always in need of new staff so if you 
have a morning or afternoon to spare why not consider joining this very worthwhile community project. 
The Centre reopens for the 2020 season on 25th March and we look forward to welcoming our loyal 
local supporters and new visitors alike. 

You can find out: 
Website:  www.bogcentre.co.uk 
Email:   bogcentre@hotmail.com 

Phone:   01743 792484 
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View of the Bog Centre from the road

The Bog Centre set in the Shropshire Hills

Pictures: Jerry Hughes
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Tankerville 

 Pottery and Gallery 
 

Excellent selection 
of: 

Paintings, Cards, 
Crystals, Stoneware 

Pottery, Oven to 
Tableware, Bread 

Crocks. 
 

Super Presents at 
Reasonable Prices! 

 
Tankerville Pottery & Gallery 

Pennerley, Stiperstones. 
SY5 0NB 

Tel: 01743 791 580 
www.tankervillegallery.co.uk

Norman Jones
 

domestic 
appliances 

repairs to 
Cookers, Washers 

& Dryers 
Same Day/Next day 

service where possible 
All Work Guaranteed 

new & used sales 
Washers 

Bosch normally available 
Delivered & installed to 

working taps, etc. 
Old Appliance Removed 

Please ring 
PETE: 07971 252069 

Norman: 07816 875233 
Home/Ansa: 01588 638677

Cliffdale offers comfortable home-from-home 
accommodation for around twenty-five residents 

over the age of 65, who require assistance with 
everyday living and personal care.

SHREWSBURY ROAD, PONTESBURY, SHROPSHIRE 
SY5 0QD 

TEL: 01743 790 261 

CLIFFDALE CARE 
HOME

Currently recrui�ng Senior Care Assistants, Care Assistants 
General Assistants, Cooks & Domes�c Cleaners

Learn more at cliffdalecarehome.co.uk and 
facebook @cliffdalecarehome

RESIDENTIAL, DAY STAY AND RESPITE CARE

GLADRAGS 
 
 
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

New & Used Dress Agency 
Call in to see our selection of 

quality classic, casual & designer 
clothing and accessories at 

affordable prices 
 

Spring is in the air! 
Time to re-vamp your wardrobe. 

We have now taken in quality used 
clothing and accessories for the 

winter season. 
Should you require our ‘collection 
and return’ service for a complete 

wardrobe clearance, please call 
Sue for information. 

 
UPSTAIRS AT 

CONNECTIONS STORE, 
SHREWSBURY ROAD, 

PONTESBURY, SY5 0QD 
Visit our Tea Room for 

 Ladies that Lunch! 

T: 01743 790600 
M: 07795 592716 

Evenings: 01743 791935 
E: sue.lindsay@stiperstones.net 



Consultants. 
Shropshire Council paying £1,000 a day for a consultant on potholes when they are 
asking relatives to top up care fees of up to £150 per week  for elderly relatives is quite 
frankly immoral. If the Council had planned the redundancies better (which they have 

also spent millions on) then we may have the expertise in house to make their contractors, Kier, do their 
job and fill potholes properly.  
Other Councils are much better at doing this – our Cabinet seem to take the money they are paid and 
roll over. My group are now asking for the resignation of Shropshire Council's Portfolio holder 
responsible for the lamentable state of our roads  
We have also learnt that the Cabinet have also spent another £380,000 on Consultants to upgrade 
Shirehall. The Council should have kept the expertise in their Property Services Department to do this 
work in house and save the taxpayer this huge sum.  
The B4386 Safety. 
The officer in charge of  our proposed safety scheme on the B4386 has now been moved to other 
duties. I am now trying to find out who is now responsible. However, I have now received drawings for 
new white lining and signage at the Folly junction.  
The tragic accident in Worthen last week underlines how urgent the work is on this road, traffic calming 
and safe pavements and crossing places. Although the police are still investigating this accident they tell 
me that speeding was not involved here but poor driving was. This is the spot where we had a previous 
near miss and is where we have requested a crossing. The Parish Council and I continue to work on this.  
Other matters.  
A blanket  20 mph speed limit outside schools was passed by Shropshire Council in December but we 
have yet to hear how this is going to be implemented.  
I have a meeting with Highway Chiefs  to discuss the state of the A488 and the B4386 later this month. I 
am hoping that this will bear fruit now we have  a gold plated consultant in place.  
Council Tax this year will be going up by 3.99%.  
Best wishes  
Heather Kidd, 
Shropshire Councillor for Chirbury and Worthen. 
Tel: 079806 35518   heather.kidd@shropshire.gov.uk www.heatherkidd.org
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Heather Kidd’s Report

On behalf of the Robert Jones & Agnes Hunt 
Orthopaedic Hospital NHS Foundation Trust, we 
would like to  kindly ask you to pass on (via your 
excellent Snailbeach District News) our thanks and 
appreciation to the residents of Snailbeach in their 
magnificent support of Doug Boulter in his 
sponsored ride around Lake Vyrnwy. It was such a 
wonderful personal effort by Doug, which of 
course would have been impossible without the  
support of those that so generously sponsored 
Doug. This type of support is so essential to the 
Hospital. Once again, thanks to all who supported 
Doug. 
Brian Kilty 

RJAH Charity  External Support 
The Robert Jones & Agnes Hunt Orthopeadic NHS 

Foundation Trust 

We recently received this lovely letter 
of  thanks - well done Snailbeach!

Kee
p th

e 
SDN
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Iyengar Yoga in Shropshire 
 

Hignetts 
of 

Pontesbury Ltd 
Established 1919 

 
Family run fresh food retailers 

 
Locally sourced meat 

Fresh fruit and vegetables 
Fair trade foods 

Bread, pies, buns and cakes all  
baked on the premises daily 

 
Freshly filled sandwiches, 

baguettes and rolls 
 

Groceries at competitive prices 
Garden plants and flowers 
Compost and grow bags 

 
UPS parcel collection and de-

livery hub 
 

Tel: 01743 790 228 
www.hignetts.co.uk

Feel Good Feet
Foot Health Practitioner

Julie Foster
DipFH   MCFHP   MAFHP

Mobile foot treatments in the comfort of your own home
To book an appointment call

07772 086846
Routine home foot care visits include:

Toenail trimming  Ingrown toenail 
Thickened nails  Fungal infections 

Lacuna  Corn removal  Callus reduction  
Cracked heels and fissures  Diabetic foot care 

Verrucae  Pedisafe nail reconstruction 
Warm wax therapy treatment 

Manicure  Pedicure  Gel nail polish
Fully insured and DBS checked. 

Registered with the British association of foot health professionals

Yoga Class
Snailbeach Village Hall 
Tuesdays 7.00 – 8.30 p.m. 

Suitable for all levels 
Pre-booking only 
For details contact:- 

Liz on 01743 790698 
elizabethknowles1@googlemail.com 

Carolyn Bailey 
Alterations 

Alterations, tailoring, dressmaking, 
bridal and evening wear, all soft 

furnishings, curtains, cushions altered 
and made to measure.

Woodlands 
Ploxgreen 
Minsterley

01743 791 972 
07784 836599



EAC Chair and Private Member’s Bill  
In January I was fortunate to be drawn 7th in the ballot for Private Member’s Bills – a very rare 
opportunity, since there are 650 MPs and all but Ministers, the Speaker and Deputy Speakers can apply 
for the ballot. This was the first time I have had such luck since first elected in 2005. 

A Private Member’s Bill (PMB) is a Bill not introduced by government, as it says on the label, but still 
aims to change the law, on a subject of my choice this session. I was doubly fortunate to be drawn 
seventh, since it is the lowest place on the ballot that is guaranteed an opportunity for the Bill to be 
discussed, with enough time remaining in the Parliamentary session to have a chance of becoming law. 

I was keen to use this opportunity to make a difference on a health or environmental issue. I had 
several potential ideas, but was not fixed on any one, so I asked constituents to suggest potential 
changes they would like to see become law.  

I am very grateful to the many people who got in touch to put forward proposals. Some were either 
too general or too substantial in terms of legislative complexity or scope to be suitable for a PMB. But 
there were several good suggestions. Since asking constituents for suggestions, I am also delighted to 
say I was elected by the House of Commons to become Chairman of the Environmental Audit 
Committee. This is a Committee on which I have sat for the last two years, helping to scrutinise the 
government’s record on climate change and the environment, taking a particularly keen interest in 
water, air and soil quality.  

Given my new role as Chairman of the EAC, I decided an environmental measure would be the most 
appropriate use of my Private Member’s Bill. So in early February, I decided to propose a Bill, suggested 
by a constituent, with the intention to help materially to clean up Britain’s rivers and watercourses.  

The Sewage (Inland Waters) Bill will seek to place a duty on water companies to ensure that untreated 
sewage is not discharged into rivers and other inland waters.  

At present, treatment of waste water is required to different standards according to the area and 
population it serves. But given that an Environment Agency report found 86% of our rivers do not meet 
current environmental standards, it is clear the current system is not working. So my Bill aims to clamp 
down on raw sewage entering rivers from overflowing or poorly functioning sewage treatment works.  

Work has now begun with the Parliamentary Clerks to find the best way of drafting this Bill to make it 
effective. I am engaging with government to seek their support, as well as many interested experts and 
organisations, to have the best chance of my Bill passing and becoming law. I will formally introduce it 
on the floor of the House on Friday 10th July, my first opportunity to do so in the Parliamentary 
calendar. I will update constituents from time to time about its progress.  
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Letter from Westminster
March 2020

Rt Hon Philip Dunne MP 

House of Commons 

London 

SW1A 0AA 

02072192388 

www.philipdunne.com 
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Heather Kidd 
Local Shropshire Councillor 

for 

Chirbury & Worthen 
including Snailbeach and 

Stiperstones 
Telephone: 01938 561 651 

Mobile: 07980 635 518 

Email: 

heather.kidd@shropshire.gov.uk 

Facebook: Heather Kidd  

www.heatherkidd.org.uk 

Ruby Vehicle Services Ltd 
 

 

 

 

Pennerley, Shropshire 
Flexible, reliable services to keep you motoring 

 HGV and light commercial repair and 
maintenance 

 Service and inspection 
 Major repairs and restoration projects 
 Roadside assistance and recovery  
 On-site service available 
 Vehicle transportation 
 Technician hire 
 MOT preparation and presentation 

 
info@rubyvehicleservicesltd.com 
www.rubyvehicleservicesltd.com 

07960 960730 

07940 577685 

                      01743 792292 

The Stiperstones Inn 

Open from 11.30am and serving food  
from 12pm - 9pm daily

www.stiperstonesinn.co.uk 
Tel: 01743 791 327
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Notes from the Hill

Simon Cooter for Natural England staff at Rigmoreoak.

One of the first signs of spring on the Hill is when frogspawn appears in the pools dotted around the hill. 
Some of these small ponds are natural and have formed where there is a spring emerging from the rocks 
and the subsequent peaty vegetation has blocked the flow of water. Others are manmade and many of 
the small pools found on the hill were dug by volunteers. This not only creates a small habitat, but also 
acts as a watering hole for the grazing animals allowing them to reach parts of the hill that they might 
otherwise avoid due to lack of water. 
Hidden by a cloak of heather, the Stiperstones has a number of historical ditches which were put in for 
agricultural or forestry purposes, and where we can, we have blocked up many of these with small 
timber dams, or infilled them to restore the natural hydrology and hold water on the hill for longer. The 
process of doing this often creates a small pool, which is then inhabited by wetland species such as 
sphagnum mosses, dragonflies and frogs and toads. 
We would expect to start seeing 
frogspawn on the hill in February to 
early March, but lower down in 
gardens it could be earlier. It will be 
interesting to see whether this gets 
earlier as the climate changes. 
Creating a pond in the garden is one 
of the best ways to bring wildlife into 
your garden, and also has the added 
benefit of encouraging frogs and toads 
which can help in the fight against 
slugs. However small the pond that 
you create it can still hold a wealth of 
wildlife, although it will always be 
better if it is not stocked with fish, 
which tend to eat a lot of the wildlife 
that you might want to attract. Once 
created with either a hard or a soft 
liner, the quickest way of introducing life to your pond is to get a bucket of pond water from a friend or 
neighbour, which will bring with it a myriad of organisms, which will then make their home in your 
pond. 
If you would like to learn more about frogs and toads the local charity, Caring for God’s Acre, is running 
a free course at Buildwas, where Dr. John Wilkinson from the Amphibian and Reptile Conservation Trust 
will be taking a walk around the churchyard looking for their signs. Caring for God’s Acre is a charity 
dedicated to the care of burial grounds and it is actively involved in raising the awareness of these sites 
as wildlife refuges. As well as having some extraordinary ancient trees, these burial grounds often hold 
the last remnants of our long lost lowland meadows. For more information on Caring for God’s Acre, 
their events and how to get involved see their website:  www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk  
If the hill dries up a bit, we will hopefully soon be carrying out our controlled burning of the heather. 
This is mainly carried out on the rocky areas of the heathland where we can’t access it by tractor to cut 
the heather. As well as benefitting wildlife this management also reduces the risk of wildfires in the 
summer, which would be very damaging to the site and its wildlife. 
 
The first day of the Blakemoorgate cottages being open this year is Sunday 5th April, 11am‐3pm 
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Motor Ser
vices

Tyres, Exhausts, Bodywork 
Servicing & Pre‑MOTs etc. 

At Minsterley Motors, Stiperstones SY5 0LZ 

Telephone: 01743 791 783 

Mobile: 07810 232 309

John Powell’s  
Home Improvements 

For any Plastering, Tiling, 
Plumbing  

and  
General Maintenance. 

 
Can also fit kitchens and 

bathrooms.  
 

Fully Insured. 
 

NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL 
 

Call John on  
Home: 01743 791 627 
Mobile: 07838 015 005

 
01743 792292  

        07940 577685 
 

                                                                 debgallimore@outlook.com 

 

 121 Training and behaviour sessions from a friendly, qualified, 
experienced trainer. 

 New dog sessions, advice to head off problems before they begin. 
 Pop in visits for home alone dogs. 
 Stockist of “Perfect Fit” walking harness. Simply the best, most 

comfortable and effective harness on the market. 
 Stockist of Natural Instinct Raw pet food. 
 KC Assured breeder of Leonbergers and Working Cocker Spaniels. 
 Bath, Blow Dry and Groom. Give you and your dog a treat with a 

lovely shampoo and brush out, have them home smelling sweet 
and get rid of itchy loose coat. (No clipping, local collection and drop off available). 

 Please feel free to contact me for further info and advice on all 
things doggy. 

  

Deb Gallimore APDT 01189 
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For the historian placenames have always been 
an important starting point. The name of a 
location gives an insight into the history of a 
settlement way back to its Anglo Saxon, Norman 
conquest or even Roman origins. Thankfully the 
local historian doesn’t have to go back quite so 
far to find historic place names which give us an 
insight into our not so ancient past. 
For many people names like ‘Clink’, ‘Halvans 
Bridge’ and the ‘White Tips’ are synonymous 
with the area directly surrounding the Village 
Hall but for those whose tenure in the village is 
somewhat less than a quarter of a century these 
may be names you have heard of but are not 
quite sure exactly where they relate to, or they 
might even be completely unknown. After all 
‘Clink’ doesn’t have a road sign, the trees on both 
sides of ‘Halvans Bridge’ are now so well grown 
it’s not even obvious there is a bridge there, and 
as for the ‘White Tips’  they’re now green. Very 
green! 
So let us begin with ‘Clink’. This is the local name 
for the road opposite the Village Hall car park 
which goes up to the Snailbeach Mines area and 
the bumps. The name has nothing to do with the 
12th century prison, nor with the celebratory tap 
of champagne filled glasses. Growing up I had 
always assumed the word ‘clinker’ was a name 
for spoil and so ‘Clink’ was the name for the road 
which went up through the spoil heaps.  
However when I try to look this word up in any of 
the dictionaries I have been able to get access to, 
the only reference I can find is to the residue 
from a fire or a furnace rather than to spoil. At 
the top of ‘Clink’ there is, of course, the old 
blacksmiths and the locomotive shed, so I guess 
the link is to the smithy or the furnace of the 
steam engine rather than the spoil heaps; either 
way I look forward to being corrected and 
informed by many people over the next few 
weeks! 
As you head up ‘Clink’ you can see on the left 
hand side the ruined foundations of the old 
Halvans Engine. According to the knowledgeable 
men of the Snailbeach Mines Trust, the word 

‘Halvans’ is of Cornish origin, and it refers to 
impure or dirty ore. The Halvans Company 
worked the spoil heaps in Snailbeach in the early 
1900s, processing the old ore and extracting the 
barytes from the upper levels of the mines. In 
the area where the village hall car park now 
stands, barytes was crushed ready for selling. The 
ore was shipped out from here along an old 
railway line which passed under the road at 
Halvans Bridge (where the road bends to the left 
heading down to the church of St Luke). This 
bridge however has another name, it is also 
known as Albion Bridge. I have been unable to 
find a reason for this name other than it sounds a 
lot like Halvans Bridge and names are transient 
things, apt to change from one generation to 
another unless they are tightly labelled and kept 
under control with signs. 

So I can hear you question: where is all of this 
spoil that was being created by the big mines 
above? Was it all reworked through the diligence 
of the once mighty Halvans Company? The 
answer is a resounding “No!” The black hillocks 
opposite the Village Hall give some indication of 
the industrial nature of the area, but the rolling 
green hills on the left of ‘Clink’ hide what 
remains of the spoil heaps of shining white spar 
(or for the slightly less nostalgic, the grey 
mountains of contaminated waste) which once 
made Snailbeach visible for miles around. In the 
early 1990s the ‘White Tips’ were used to fill in 
some of the shallow mine workings thus 
reducing the risk of sinkholes and collapsing 
tunnels. Then the remaining spoil was 
landscaped and planted in the mid 1990s in an 
effort to reduce the possibility of future 
pollution; the high levels of lead, zinc and 
cadmium contained in the spoil not being 
conducive to healthy agriculture. 
Over the next few months I’m hoping to look at 
more local place names and by employing my 
trusted methods of diligent research, family 
gossip and wild conjecture, will try and come to 
an informative conclusion about local 
nomenclature (I loves long words I do). 

Take a left where the 
phone-box used to be… 

 Lara Sproson-Jones begins 
 a nostalgic journey

NOTE: A Halvan is also a traditional 
Mongolian hat - but unfortunately I couldn’t 
find any other link between us and the 

nomads of central Asia. 
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GARDEN FURNITURE 

 FROM 
 RECYCLED TIMBER 

CHAIRS, COFFEE TABLES,  
BENCH SEATS etc. 

E-mail: servatory@hotmail.com 

Or call Graham on 01743 790 115 
WHEEL BARROW PLANTERS FROM £10

 

J. Lewis &J. Lewis &  

SonsSons  
Coal Merchants 

Haulage Contractors 
Hardcore, Sand & Gravels 

 
Tel: 01743 791 366 
jlewisandsons@outlook.com

Educational Consultancy  
& 

Support Service 

BRIAN SMITH B.A.  

Ex advisory teacher Solihull MBC

Science, Design, Maths & Technology 
for 5 to 13 years, from personal 
tutoring and/or school entrance 

examinations to school audit. 

Creator of “Dr. What Investigates” Science 
Scheme & “Constructor Corners”  

Pat. GB 22116621 and much more in unique 
Problem Solving Investigations.

E‑mail: charlesangus@icloud.com 
Mobile: 07954 104 235

Gentle Flow Yoga 
Snailbeach Village Hall 

Be kind to your body & gentle on your mind 
 

Tuesdays 10 – 11.30am 
Yoga for everyone – all welcome 

 
Prior enrolment essential 

 
Please contact Caro on: 

Email: schiansky04@yahoo.com 
Tel: 01743 791742 

 
First session a free trial one for newcomers. 
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ode to the 
spell 

checker 
Eye have a spelling checker 

It came with my pea sea 
It plainly marques four my revue 

Miss steaks eye kin knot sea. 
Eye strike a key and type a word 

And weight 4 it 2 say 
Weather eye am wrong oar write 

It shows me strait a weigh. 
As soon as a mist ache is maid 

It nose bee fore two long 
And eye can put the error rite 

Its rare lea ever wrong. 
Eye have run this poem threw it 
I am shore your pleased two no 
Its letter perfect awl the weigh 

My chequer tolled me sew!

The Candle Problem 
from 1945 

A logic puzzle that requires 
creative thinking 

The Candle Problem was posthumously published 
by Karl Duncker in 1945. Though seemingly 
straightforward, this cognitive performance test has 
a little trick up its sleeve. Let's just say this logic 
puzzle requires some outofthebox thinking. Read 
on to see the problem and solution, and to learn 
more of the history behind this famous problem. 

Here's the problem 
You're in a room with a table pushed against the 
wall. On it is a box of drawing pins, matches, and a 
candle. You must attach the lit candle to the wall in 
a way that the wax won't drip onto the table or 
floor. How do you complete this task? 

The solution and the history 
To complete this task, you can take the drawing pins 
out of their box and use them to tack the box onto 
the wall, and place the lit candle inside the box. Ta
da! Did you solve it? 
Duncker noted that this problem requires 
participants to overcome their tendency for 
"functional fixedness." He described that as a 
"mental block against using an object in a new way 
that is required to solve a problem." In this 
problem, the box is key. Participants had a hard 
time seeing the box in any way other than a thing 
containing drawing pins. A variation of this problem 
had the drawing pins presented to the participants 
outside the box, and the participants were much 
more likely to figure out the boxtowall strategy. 
The moral of Duncker's research? Think outside the 
box, literally, and don't be too tied to the usual 
functions of familiar objects. 
 How many Surrealists does it take to change a 
lightbulb? 
Two; one to hold the giraffe, and the other to fill 
the bathtub with brightly coloured machine tools. 
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Crowning Glory 
 

 
 
 
 

Val would like to welcome 
 all customers old and new. 

  Fully qualified with over 35yrs experience in 
all aspects of hairdressing. 

Opening times: 
Tuesday - 9 to 5pm 

Wednesday - 9 to 5pm 
Thursday - 9 to 5.30pm 

Friday - 9 to 5.30pm 
Saturday – 9 to 1pm 

Bennett’s Business Centre, Main Rd, Pontesbury. 
Tel: 01743 790 008 

 
Join Val on Facebook @CrowningGloryPontesbury

Call: 07966 788791 

Quotations: 01743 792013 

www.benmorriselectrical.co.uk 
 

Efficient friendly service from an 

 experienced Electrician 
 

        ▪       Specialist in House Rewiring 
        ▪       Inspection & Testing of Properties 
        ▪       Extra Sockets & Lights installed  
                  (no job too small) 
        ▪       We will fit your own newly                            
                  purchased lights etc. 
        ▪       All work VAT free 
        ▪       Fully Insured 
        ▪       All work certified and notified to  
                  building control (Part P) 
        ▪       Free Quotations 
        ▪       Competitive Hourly Rates 

Pontesbury 
GARAGE Services Ltd 

 

COMPLETE SERVICE AND REPAIR CENTRE 
 

      All vehicle repairs  
      Servicing - all makes and models 
      Tyres - Clutches - Cam Belts 
      Brakes - Suspension 
      MOT testing station 

Unit 12 - Malehurst Industrial Estate  
Minsterley - Shropshire - SY5 0EQ 
 

info@pontesburygarageservices.co.uk  

 

Tel: 01743 296162 

hand controls 
 

left foot accelerators 
 

car boot hoists 
 

person hoists 
 

swivel seats 
 

secondary control  
systems ...and more!  

        Unit 11  
        Malehurst Industrial Estate 
        Minsterley, Shropshire 
        SY5 0EQ  
        info@allshropshiremobility.co.uk  

Offering a bespoke service to both 
Motability and private customers 

 
Tel:  01743 790 879 
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THIS MONTH IN THE GARDEN

Week 1 
...pay attention to pots and containers... 
Lightly prune frost damaged, containergrown 
trees and shrubs, taking out dead wood. Top
dress by removing the top 2.5 cm (1 in) of soil 
and replacing it with fresh compost. Move 
flowering plants into prominent positions as 
they start to bloom and if you have any empty 
containers plant up some spring bedding 
displays. 
Week 2 
...pests...  
Slugs can be troublesome this month but try to 
avoid using slug bait that is harmful to wildlife. 
Instead, protect the young shoots of plants 
such as delphiniums and lupins by placing 
plastic bottles, with tops and bottoms removed, 
around them.Once the plants are established, 
surround them with a layer of coarse grit.  
Week 3 
...sow annuals...  
Many annuals, including marigolds, cornflowers 
and poppies, can be sown in late March. Sow in 
wellprepared beds and once the seedlings 
have developed two or three pairs of leaves, 
thin them out to give them ample space for 
growth. Remember not to handle the seedlings 
by their stems!  
Week 4 
...tend the borders ... 
Once the milder weather has warmed the soil, 
hoe between plants to destroy annual weeds. 
Water newlyplanted shrubs and trees that 
need moving. Remove dead flowers from early
flowering plants and put out slug traps.

©Judith Glover ‐ “Garden Days” 
You can buy Judith’s 2020 calendar at: 

www.judithglover.com

PONTESBURY GARDENERS ASSOCIATION
The Annual General Meeting will be held 7.30 
pm on 3rd March in the Len Simpson Room of 
the Public Hall. It would be good to see 
members there and be able to chat in a relaxed 
atmosphere, as it is a little hectic at the Trading 
Post at the moment, with seed potatoes, pea 
and bean seeds and our bulk stock of mutli
purpose compost all being in great demand. 
The main business of the meeting is usually 
concluded fairly quickly and we can then enjoy 
a glass of wine and a few nibbles. 
When we have created a bit of space at the 
Trading Post we will be getting in our stock of 
soil improver made from the green waste 
collections; we hope to repeat our ‘bringyour
ownbag’ offer that was so successful last year 
– keep an eye out for announcements when we 
can arrange a date. 
Some dates for your diary: 
• 3rd. March: Annual General Meeting, 7.30 
pm in the Public Hall 
• 14th. May: Spring into the Garden, 7.30 pm 
in the Public Hall 
• 29th. August: Annual Show, 2.30 pm in the 
Public Hall. 
A reminder: subscriptions for 2020 are now 
due: £2, or £1 if you are retired. 
The Trading Post is situated in the Old Station 
Buildings on Station Road and is open every 
Saturday from 9.30 to 12 noon. 

The Marches Choir 
presents 

 Haydn’s Creation 
On Saturday 4th April, The Marches Choir, 
conducted by Alistair Auld, will present Haydn's 
Creation. The singers in the 70strong chorus will 
be joined by 20 others from Cardigan in West 
Wales, a full orchestra and three professional 
soloists  Caroline Clarke (Soprano), Matthew 
Sandy (Tenor) and Nicholas Morris (Baritone). 
The concert will also feature Beethoven's 
Hallelujah Chorus from the Mount of Olives, an 
arresting and exciting tribute to Handel’s chorus 
of the same name  the piece will celebrate the 
250th anniversary of Beethoven's birth, which 
falls in 2020. 

 St John’s Church, Bishops Castle, Saturday 4th 
April, 7.30pm, £12 (children and students free), 

01588 650448, online via 
www.ticketsource.co.uk, or on the door. 
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The Bungalow,  
Weston Road,  
White Gritt, 
Minsterley, 
Shrewsbury, SY5 0JJ 

Phone: 07815 801 871 
Fax: 01588 650 386 
johnbebb@hotmail.co.uk 
johnbebbconstruction.co.uk

LL OGSOGS  F F OROR  S S ALEALE

Free delivery on bags 
within 10 miles.  

Nets for collection.

Bulk Bag & Net Suppliers

Phone: 07815 801 871 
Fax: 01588 650 386 
greenacreslogs@hotmail.com

Order your bag (or multiple bags), fill them with 
your waste and leave them in a vehicle 

accessible place, call us and we will collect. 

CHEAPER & EASIER THAN A SKIP!

£72 Inc VAT for bag & collection. Discounts on 
multiple bags from the same address at the 

same time

JJOHNOHN  W. F. B W. F. BEBBEBB  
SMALL TOOL & PLANT HIRE 

07815 801 871 

Phone for details on all Tools & Plant.  
Delivery available.

Mini Digger £50 

High Lift Dumper £40 

Magic Screed £40 

Bull Float £30 

Wacker Plate £30 

Stihl Saw from £25 

Pointing Guns £10 

Grinders from £15 

Welder/Generator £50 

Trailer Hire from £15 

And much more!

Danny Bebb 

The Bungalow,  
Weston Road,  
White Gritt, 
Minsterley, 
Shrewsbury, SY5 0JJ 

Phone: 07815 801 871 

Fax: 01588 650 386 

Email: 

johnbebb@hotmail.co.uk

building, civil Engineering & Surfacing contractor

JOHN W.F. BEBB
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Thursdays at Stiperstones School  

 (Term-time only) 

 

10am – 12midday 

   

£2 per family thereafter 

 

Everyone welcome from babies to 

 pre-schoolers  

 

 

Snailbeach & Stiperstones Baby & Toddler Group 

Baby & Toddler Group 

Snacks      Crafts      Toys         Friends          Music        Tea / Coffee 

                                            

First Session 

FREE 

The Botanist Gin 
A Talk by Richard Gulliver  

hosted by 
Marches Meadow Group 

 

Friday March 13th 

7.30 – 9.00 p.m. 
  

Church Barn, 

Church Lane 

Bishop’s Castle  

SY9 5FD 
 Richard is a Shropshire-based botanist, ecologist and 
wildlife enthusiast. He spent 27 years in the Hebrides 
engaged in wildlife surveys and teaching. He will be 
talking about the role he and his wife played in the 
selection of the 22 Islay botanicals in The Botanist Gin, 
which has been produced by the Bruichladdich Distillery 
since 2010. He will relate fascinating aspects of some 
of the 22 and tell of the years spent sustainably 
harvesting these plants, between 2010 and 2017. 

Admission is £3.00 

Free to members of Marches Meadow Group 

This event is the  in itiat ive  of L u lu R e y n ol ds, a
ged 

11

CL
IM

AT
E CHANGE IS NOW!

CLIMATE CHANGE 
AWARENESS FAIR

29th March 10am–4pm
at Pontesbury Public Hall

£2 per adult, kids free – on the door or from Hignetts, Pontesbury

It’s a GLOBAL 
challenge, it’s a 
LOCAL challenge!

Would you like to be 
part of the solution?

Come to Lulu’s

OUR PLANET, THE ONLY LIVING PLANET NEEDS YOU!

• Eco Stalls

•  Expert, local, inspirational 
speakers 12-2pm

•  Games to test your  
knowledge of recycling

• Crafts for Kids

• Tea & cakes
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Telephone: 01743 791 208 

Email Address: john@minsterleymotors.co.uk 

Website: www.minsterleymotors.co.uk

552/553 Bishops Castle to Shrewsbury

552/553 Shrewsbury to Bishops Castle



Snailbeach District News - Issue 366

March 2020

Page 37

Minsterley Motors is  a  family run business 

and has been an established part of the Shropshire 

scene for many years. If it is a friendly and  

e f f icient service you are looking for, you need not 

look any further than Minsterley Motors.  

We will be delighted to provide you with a 

comprehensive quotation at guaranteed prices for 

all types of coach hire and coach travel and for any 

size of group. Call 01743 791 208

552/553 Bishops Castle to Shrewsbury

552/553 Shrewsbury to Bishops Castle

Telephone: 01743 791 208 

Email Address: john@minsterleymotors.co.uk 

Website: www.minsterleymotors.co.uk

March 
Preston Market   

Wednesday 11th - £22.50 
Media City & Manchester   

Saturday 21st - £31.00 
Penrhyn Castle   

Thursday 26th - Member £22.00 
April 

Red House Glass Cone   

Wednesday 15th - £26.00 
The Beatles Story & Mersey Ferry   

Thursday 30th - £40.00 
May 

Llandudno Victorian Extravaganza  

& Transport Festival  

Sunday 10th -£21.00 
Hay Festival  

Thursday 21st - £18.00 
Eastnor Vintage & Steam Fair  

Monday 25th - £31.00 
Southport Food Festival  

Saturday 30th - £22.00 
June 

Croome National Trust House,  

Park & RAF Museum   

Tuesday 9th - Member £18.50 
BBC Gardeners World Live at the NEC   

Sunday 21st - £38.00 
Ledbury and Weston’s  

Cider Tour & Taste  

Tuesday 30th - £31.50 
July 

Stratford River Festival  
Saturday 4th - £21.00 

Quarry Bank National Trust  

Friday 10th Member £21.50 
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Quaker Meetings 
 Shrewsbury Quaker Meeting House 

Corporation Lane, Coton Hill, 
Shrewsbury, SY1 2NU 
10.30 am every Sunday 

Clun Valley Quaker Meeting 
The Community Centre 

Grange Road, Bishop’s Castle  
10.30 am every Sunday, except 1st Sunday of 

month Hazelhurst Community Centre, Hazelhurst 
Close, Clun SY7 8LQ

Baptist Services 
 
 

Rea Valley Methodist Churches  
Snailbeach Methodist Church Times 

 
1st  March 2:45 Holy 

Communion 
8th March 2:30 at Worthen 

Methodist Chapel  
15th March 2:45  
22nd March 2:45  
29th March 2:45  
All are welcome 

 
 

Snailbeach Methodist Church. 
Snailbeach, Shrewsbury, SY5 0NX. 

Contact: Rev'd Shalome MacNeill Cooper 
01743 791267

Sunday services: 10.30 am & 3.00 pm 
Prayer Meeting/Bible Study 

Wednesdays 7.15 pm 
Held in the School Room, Snailbeach 
Elder: Mr. Joe Evans 01743 790 979 

All are welcome!

          Stiperstones Group – Service Rota March 2020 
 

Date Habberley 
St Mary 

Hope 
Holy 

Trinity 

Minsterley 
Holy Trinity 

Shelve 
All Saints 

Snailbeach 
St Luke 

1st Sunday 
1st March 

First Sunday of 
Lent 

Purple 

  
 

10.30 am 
Holy 

Communion 
Revd Giles 

9.00am 
Morning Prayer 

Ian Williams (Reader) 
 

 

2nd Sunday 
8th March 

Second Sunday 
of Lent 
Purple 

5.00pm 
BCP Evening 

Prayer  
Revd Giles 

 
 

9.00am 
Holy 

Communion 
Revd Giles 

10.30am 
All Age Worship 

Ian Williams 
(Reader) 

  

3rd Sunday 
15th March 

Third Sunday 
 of Lent 
Purple 

  10.30 am 
Holy 

Communion 
Revd Giles 

9.00am 
Holy Communion 

Revd Giles 

 

4th Sunday 
22nd March 

Fourth Sunday 
Of Lent 

Mothering 
Sunday 
Purple 

10.30am 
Holy 

Communion 
Revd Giles 

 
 

9.00am 
Morning 
Prayer 

Revd Giles 
 
 

  10.30am 
Holy 

Communion 
Revd Pam 

5th Sunday 
Fifth Sunday 

 of Lent 
Purple 

   10.30am 
Group Holy 

Communion Service 
Revd Giles 

 

All services 
will be held at 

St Luke 
Snailbeach 

during church 
refurbishment 
at Holy Trinity 
until further 

notice.
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Your Safer Neighbourhood Team are: 

PC3331 Stuart Coote 
PCSO 6160 Shaun Culliss 

PCSO 40387 Calvin Brown  
 Local Police Team: 

01743 264777 

(Not to be used for reporting crime, incidents or emergencies) 

  Useful Numbers 
 

Shrewsbury Hospital 
01743 261 000 

 
Forestry England  

 Sara Pearce 
0300 067 6977 

 
NHS (formerly Shropdoc) 

111 
 

Pontesbury Medical  
01743 790 325 

 
Worthen Medical 

01743 891 401 
 

Pontesbury Chemist 
01743 790 273 

 
Police 

0300 333 3000 
 

Severn Trent Water 
0800 783 4444 

 
Western Power 
0800 328 1111 

 
BT 

0800 023 2023 
 

Stiperstones School 
01743 791 207 

 
Minsterley Motors 

01743 791 208 
 

Councillor H Kidd 
01938 561 651 

 
Philip Dunne MP 

01584 872 187 
 

Village Hall Bookings 
01743 790049 

 
Stiperstones Oil Coordinator 

01743 792 204 
 

Snailbeach District News 
01743 790 049 

 
Stiperstones Stores 

01743 790 594 
 

Stiperstones Inn 
01743 791 327

Waste Collection Schedule

Mobile Post Office Opening Times 
the Post Office now operates in the back room of the Stiperstones Inn 

12:15 to 2:15. Every Tuesday 
Post Office telephone number: 

08457 223344 (central customer services) 
 

Stiperstones Stores opening times 
approximately 9.00am - 5.30pm daily 

tel: 01743 790594

March

Tues 3rd Tues 10 Tues 17th Tues 24th Tues 31st

Black Green Black Green Black

Evening all...

Anyone with any information as to who carried out these crimes please contact 
Crimestoppers (0800 555111) or West Mercia Police on 101 

FLYTIPPING  
There has been an increase in flytipping around the area including locations 
such as farm gateways and laybys. Flytipping and littering can be a health 
hazard, not to mention an eyesore and if dumped on private land can cost 
the land owner a huge sum of money to remove. Shropshire Council investi
gate flytipping but if you witness persons flytipping at the time you can re
port it to West Mercia Police on 101, please try and obtain the offending 
vehicles registration. 
 If you come across flytipping you can report to Shropshire Council online or 
on 0345 678 9006 
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REGULAR 
ACTIVITIES 

 
S t i p e rs t o n e s  B ra s s  

Re h e a rs a l s  
Snailbeach Village Hall 

Mondays 7.45pm 
Term times only 

 
Knitter Natter 

Stiperstones Inn 
Tuesdays from 10.00am 

 
Yoga 

Snailbeach Village Hall 
Tuesdays 10.00am 

 
Iyengar Yoga 

Snailbeach Village Hall 
Tuesdays 7.00pm 

 
Snailbeach & Stiperstones Baby 

& Toddler Group 
Thursdays 10am ‐12am 

Stiperstones School 
 

Ballroom Dancing 
Snailbeach Village Hall 

1st & 3rd Thursdays 
From 7.30pm 

Beginners call 01743 790308 
 

Snailbeach WI 
Snailbeach Village Hall 
2nd Thursday ‐ 7.30pm 

 
Fit Club 

Stiperstones School Playground 
Every Sunday 9am 

Aerobics Village Hall 
6 ‐7 Wednesdays 80’s aerobics 

 
Kids Football Training 

Snailbeach Football Club 
Thursday 6.30pm ‐7.30pm 
Easter – October excluding 

school holidays

Snailbeach Village Hall Booking Fees 
To book the Village Hall please contact Maria Marks on 

01743 790 049

Usage Normal rate Village Hall 
Supporter Scheme 

Community groups/activities 
 (per session of up to 4 hours day or 6 

hours evening)
£20.00 £12.50

Private hire for meetings as above £32.50 £20.00

Children’s Party £32.50 £20.00

Funeral Tea £32.50 £20.00

Hire of hall with catering facilities £40.00 £25.00

Full Day Hire without bar facilities £60.00 £30.00

Hire of hall with full bar facilities. £90.00 £60.00

Commercial and corporate events  
 hire of the hall.

£150 full day 
£100 half day N/A

Government bodies £250.00 N/A

Answers to puzZles & posers from page 17

1) There were two little girls and a boy, their parents, and their 
father's parents, totaling seven people. 
2) 96. All teams but the champion team will lose a game exactly 
once. 
3) Use the first two cuts to cut an 'X' in the top of the cake. Now 
you have four pieces. Make the third cut horizontal, which will 
divide the four pieces into eight. Think of a two by two by two 
Rubik's cube. There's four pieces on the top tier and four more 
just underneath it. 
4) Since the trains are 100 miles apart, and the trains are 
travelling towards each other at 40 and 60 mph, the trains will 
collide in one hour. The bird will have been flying for an hour at 
90 miles per hour at that point, so the bird will have travelled 90 
miles. 
5) Push the cork into the bottle and shake the coin out. 
6) His son. 
7) The three people are a grandfather, father and son. 
8) A square manhole cover can fall into the hole on the diagonal; 
a round manhole cover cannot be dropped into the hole.


