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There is enough for everyone’s need, 
 but not enough for everyone’s greed

Self-isolation is physical not mental 
Over the next few months, all of us are going to be spending a lot more time indoors than normal; 
either because we are in vulnerable categories or because we’re self-isolating due to suspected 
symptoms. Treat this as an opportunity, not a problem. Think positively and work out what you are 
going to do in this time. We’ve all got a stack of books or films we’ve been wanting to get to for years; 
this is your chance. Think of some sort of project you might be able to do, whether something craft-
based or home-improvement. Work in the garden. (Just because you have to stay at home doesn’t 
mean you have to stay indoors!) 
If you have friends and family who you cannot see face-to-face, then pick up the phone and give 
them a call. Send an email, arrange a video-chat through Facebook or some other means. We live in 
a world that allows you to speak to anyone you want in a matter of seconds, whether they live in the 
house next door or on the other side of the world. Make use of that. If you know your neighbour 
lives alone, give them a call. Talk to them. Keep them company. Think of it as expanding the guest 
list for your ‘we beat the virus’ party. And when all of this is over, we’re going to have a big one, all of 
us, and we’ll have earned it. 
If you are on your own, then there are people you can call. We’ve got the local community helpline at 
0121 318 5138 (M-F 0900-1600) and the email address at worthencovid19aid@gmail.com. Make use 
of them. Use the local Facebook group, or other online social groups you have joined. We’ve all got a 
list of people we haven’t spoken to in years. The time has come to pick up the phone and make that 
call. You aren’t alone. None of us are alone. We’re all in this together, and we will all come through 
this together.  From Worthen with Shelve Parish Council - more on page 5 

Please don’t panic buy or hoard 

Coronavirus: Parish Council thinks positive
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All our usual features PLUS:
As I write this our government has just 
announced further restrictions on our 
movements. We now join other countries  in 
‘lockdown’.  Covid19 is now touching our own lives here in Snailbeach 
in a very meaningful way. 
Many of our vulnerable residents are now enduring a 12week self
isolation period, including myself. The rest of us have been instructed 
to practise ‘social distancing’. Many cannot visit friends and relatives 
in care homes or hospitals. As humans we are social animals and 
having to impose ‘social distancing’ or ‘isolation’ on ourselves seems 
so unnatural. We need to be in groups. We need to natter and gossip 
face to face. It’s what being ‘human’ is all about! But distance we 
must if we are to beat this killer virus. 
I will so miss my pint (or two...) at the Stiperstones Inn shooting the 
breeze with my old buddies over the coming weeks and months, but 
better isolation than dying on a respirator because I refused to take 
good advice. 
Pubs, restaurants, theatres, cinemas; all those places where we 
interact have already closed, or will be closing, throughout our region 
for an indefinite period. The Church of England and the Methodist 
Church have suspended all regular services and acts of worship 
indefinitely. The Village Hall is closed. The Stiperstones Inn is closed. 
Even our public toilets are closed. 
It’s heartwarming then to see our small community pull together in 
the face of this adversity. So many offers of help! Local social media is 
full of kind offers to collect shopping or prescriptions. I’ve even seen 
crocheted toilet rolls on offer! Well done you lot.  
As a former selfemployed person in the entertainment industry for 
many years I’m acutely aware of how the cancellation of tours, shows 
and events across the world will impact on this group financially. 
Many of my old friends are looking at the next 5 or 6 months, possibly 
longer, with absolutely no income through no fault of their own. My 
heart goes out to them and to all you selfemployed people out there. 
I feel that the true impact of this pandemic is still to reveal itself and  
we can only guess how long this awful virus will disrupt our lives. 
So stay safe out there and look after each other!

CORONAVIRUS: The 
battle in depth 

As the battle to cope with the 
pandemic intensifies, we have 
news, comment and advice 
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Notice from the Clerk of  
Worthen with Shelve Parish Council 

It is with regret that I have to advise that we will 
be closing the Public Toilets in Snailbeach with 
immediate effect. This is to safeguard our team 
and members of the public. We will reopen when 
the government have confirmed that the 
Coronavirus is no longer a threat to Public Health. 

Adam Davies gets his move to the  
Welsh Premier League 

from Jordan Knill ‐ White Stars FC 
The White Stars Football Club would like to 
congratulate local lad, skipper and serial goal 
scorer Adam Davies on his move to Welsh Premier 
League Aberystwyth Town. Adam has been on fire 
in the Welsh system since moving to Guilsfield in 
the summer and his goals have resulted in a great 
move for him. 

Having been at the club since its reformation, 
when he was only 16, the club are immensely 
proud of what he has gone on to achieve. 
Unfortunately, due to the move Adam will no 
longer be able to play for the club on Sundays. 
However, opportunities like this don’t come 
around all the time so we are just delighted to see 
him grab it with both hands. He’s earned the 
chance having scored 320 goals for the club in his 
time here and many more elsewhere. It goes 
without saying that despite no longer being able to 
play, Adam will remain a massive part of the club 
in the future! 

Pontesbury Library on the move 
from Pontesbury Libary 

Pontesbury Library will be closed from Monday 
23rd March and will reopen on Monday 6th April 
in the new Pavilion building on Hall Bank. 
Loan periods have been extended so that most 
library items shouldn’t be due back during the 
closed period. However, you can renew things 
online or at any other Shropshire library, or by 
telephoning Shrewsbury Library (01743 255308). 
If you do wish to return items while we’re closed 
you can take them to any other Shropshire Library, 
or drop them through the letterbox here and we’ll 
deal with them. 
We’re looking forward to welcoming everyone to 
our new home in the Pavilion! 

Thank you 
from Margaret Price 

Ryan, Margaret, Glyn, Dale, Wendy and family 
would like to thank relatives, friends, neighbours 
and everyone who knew Kim for their kindness, 
support, cards with comforting messages, 
beautiful flowers, baking and cooking on Kim’s 
sudden and very sad death. 
Thanks too for so many who attended her 
celebration of life service at the Kingdom Hall.  
Many thanks to Paul for conducting a lovely 
service, Phil and Lara for a special after service 
buffet and not forgetting Zoe, Kim’s niece, for her 
beautiful heart and butterfly wreaths. 
Thank you for donations amounting to £400 to be 
divided between Cancer Research UK and the 
Severn Hospice.

Snailbeach District News - Issue 367

April 2020

Page 3

Newsbrief

Adam in action
SSnnaaiillbbeeaacchh  

DDiissttrriicctt  NNeewwss 
is looking for a new 
Editor/Publisher 

to take over from Patrick Marks, the 
current editor/publisher. 

Knowledge of Word and/or Publisher an 
advantage as training will be given in the 
use of QuarkXpress publishing software. 
Please contact Patrick initially for further 

details at 
editor.sdn@mail.com 
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PHIL GRIFFITHS 

Local Plumber 
 

 

 

Tap Replacement and Plumbing 

Repairs Undertaken 
 

New Taps Supplied and Fitted 

Home Choose Service 

 

Established 35 years 

Prompt and Professional 
Pontesbury based 

 

Tel: 01743 790046 

 

Mobile: 07970 010148 

Harry Coyle 
Landscaping 

Lawns, Hedges, Hardscaping, Decking,  
Slabs & Fencing 

hcoyle@live.co.uk 
Mob1. 07484 205 925 
Mob2. 07866 007 428

HOPE VALLEY RADIO 
01743 791 379 
07811 449 039 

* 
TWO WAY RADIO SALES & HIRE 

TV AERIALS 
SATELLITE DISHES 

CCTV SYSTEMS 
REPAIRS 

SUPPLIED AND INSTALLED

3, STATION ROAD 
MINSTERLEY

A FRIENDLY SERVICE 
FROM 

JENNY, STACEY & 
MICHELLE 

WHO WELCOME 
 CUSTOMERS 
 OLD & NEW

TUESDAY - 9 TO 3  
(BARBER 2 TO 8 - WALK IN SERVICE) 

WEDNESDAY - 9 TO 4 
THURSDAY - 9 TO 9 

FRIDAY - 9 TO 5 
SATURDAY - BY APPOINTMENT

Telephone: 
 01743 792 548 

 for an appointment - or just drop in!CLO
SED UNTIL F

URTHER NOTICE



Undoubtedly, the onset of Covid19 has created 
the greatest public health crisis of our generation, 
and we shall undoubtedly see the effects of this 
epidemic for many months to come. We’re in this 
for the long haul, but this is a time for caution, 
care and consideration, not panic and alarm. 
We’re all in this together, and if we all work 
together, then we will get through this crisis.  
Avoid Misinformation. Only take medical advice 
from trusted medical officials, and from the NHS 
website (https://tinyurl.com/vccz7ux) which 
should be checked frequently. Our understanding 
of Covid19 is evolving rapidly; keep up to date. Do 
not spread unverified rumours; direct anyone 
asking questions to the NHS website or their local 
GP.  
Follow Protective Guidelines. Our best chance of 
beating this epidemic is to slow the rate of 
infection as much as we can. That means taking 
the measures recommended by the NHS. Avoid 
physical contact and keep a good social distance 
(six feet) from others. Wash your hands frequently 
and well. Soap kills Covid19. Avoid crowds where 
possible. Cough into a tissue, then dispose of it. 
When you go out, plan your journey to minimise 
contact with others.  
Stay at Home. If you have any symptoms, no 
matter how minor, don’t take a chance. Stay at 
home for two weeks, along with your family and 
anyone else you are living with. Even if you feel 
fine, the person who catches Covid19 from you 
might not. Do your part to stop the virus from 
spreading. Think of your neighbours, your friends. 
Stay at home. Over70s and those vulnerable to 
the virus are also being asked to remain at home; 
follow this advice! Do not expose yourself to 
unnecessary risk.  
A significant portion of our community fall into this 
category; we have an older population, and the 
next few months will be hardest on those forced 
to isolate themselves. Already there are volunteers 
offering to provide support to those in need; that 
is a fantastic expression of our community spirit, 
and the more help we have, the better. If you 

know someone who might need help, then please 
offer. Please think of your neighbours, your 
friends. Whether it is picking up something from 
the pharmacy or walking the dog, anything you 
can do will help. 
Protect Yourself and Others. While those in 
isolation will need all the support the community 
can provide them, always remember that they are 
in isolation for a reason, that they may avoid 
contracting Covid19 if they are in a vulnerable 
category, or that they will not pass it on if they 
have contracted the virus. If you are helping them 
out, avoid all contact, wash your hands before and 
after visiting, and where protective gloves where 
possible while handling any items you might be 
collecting for them. 
Don’t Let This Get You Down. It might sound 
strange to say that, but don’t dwell on this more 
than you must. Stay informed, stay safe, but be 
reassured that this will be over, that things will 
return to normal, and that everything will go on as 
it has before. The birds are still singing, the grass is 
still green, and we live in a wonderful community 
filled with wonderful people. Don’t spend all your 
time glued to the news. Sit in the garden, read a 
book, watch a film, work on a hobby, and stay 
connected with your friends or neighbours over 
the telephone or through social media. 
Help is Available. A community helpline has been 
established at 0121 318 5138, and an email 
address at worthencovid19aid@gmail.com. The 
helpline is open from 09001600 MondayFriday, 
and is being hosted by the Worthen Medical 
Practice, with support by our local member, 
Heather Kidd, Worthen With Shelve Parish Council, 
Chirbury with Brompton Parish Council and the 
Worthen Village Hall Committee. If you need help, 
get in touch. If you want to help others, get in 
touch. We can use all the help we can get – even if 
you are selfisolating, you can still help us from 
home. If you need information, get in touch. Don’t 
hesitate to use this service – it is there for you, and 
your privacy will be respected. There is a support 
system for us all. Make use of it. That’s what it’s 
there for. If you know of someone in need, pass 
these details on, and get them to call.  
We’re all in this together, and if we all work 
together, if we’re kind, thoughtful, and if we look 
to the well‐being of both those around us and our 
community as a whole, then we will all get 
through this together.
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press release
Parish Council

Worthen 

with Shelve
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Lewis Wealth Management Limited, 
St James’s House, Anchorage Avenue, 
Shrewsbury SY2 6FG
Office:    01743 444 700
Mobile:   07967 430 392
Email:      Neil.Lewis @ sjpp.co.uk
Web:     lewiswealthmanagement.co.uk

Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep 
up repayments on your mortgage.

With over 30 years experience, we offer friendly
professional advice on a wide range of financial 
services. 

Investment Planning
Retirement Planning
Inheritance Tax 
Planning
Intergenerational 
Planning
Mortgages

It’s important you make 
the right decisions.

Altro Capelli 
Katie & Avril welcome you to a 
Creative Organic 100% Vegan Salon

Open Tuesday - Saturday 
 For appointments call  
01743 790386  

Find us on Facebook

of Pontesbury 

CLO
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Cement was invented before humans learned 
how to cook. 

When Brian May goes on tour his guitar has its 
own bodygard. 

Goldman Sachs complained to Microsoft for 
autocorrecting their name to Goddamn Sachs. 

Onethird of all the fish caught in the world 
never get eaten. 

The Russian intelligence service keeps Hitler’s 
teeth in a cigar box. 

590,000 Britons turn up late for work each day 
costing the economy £9 billion a year. 

A male giraffe drinks the urine of a female 
giraffe to see if she is ovulating. 

Breathing the air in New Delhi is equivalent to 
smoking 45 cigarettes a day. 

Chocolate in the 16th century was prescribed 
to treat angina, constipation, dysentery, 
indigestion, haemorrhoids, flatulence and gout. 

The Bible has no mention of purgatory. 

Kart Marx spent more than half his life in 
England. 

Posting a letter from London to Edinburgh in 
1818 cost as much as the average daily wage.

Newsletter Donations  

Many thanks to those who sent us 
donations over the last month including 

Mary Jones 
Brenda Evans 

Margaret Davies 
 If you wish to donate 

anonymously by direct bank transfer our 
details are: 

Sort code: 09-01-54 
A/C no: 05629702 

Otherwise donations can be left with 
Phil or Lara at  

the Stiperstones Inn  
or with Patrick at 5, Lower Works, 

SY5 0NY 
Help us  to  stay a  free,  secular  and 

independent publication serving the local 
community. 

 

Sudoku:  
A puzzle in which players insert the numbers one 
to nine into a grid consisting of nine squares 
subdivided into a further nine smaller squares in 
such a way that every number appears once in 
each horizontal line, vertical line, and square. 

By popular demand we now give you 

SUDOKU 

More hard ones! I know you like 
them hard...

A ‘thank you’ from Mary Jones 
Hi, once again it is me saying thank you to all my 
lovely friends and family for all my lovely 
flowers. It looks like a flower shop in here. Run 
out of vases to put them in. Also thanks for 
coming to see me. Love to you all. 
Mary Jones
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For all your domestic electrical 
installation and property maintenance

VPJ Electrics & Property Services

Contact Paul Jones 

Tel: 07976 909 434 

Email: vpjones40@gmail.com 
 

“No job too small” 
Free estimates

PLOuGh GaraGE Jack EvaNS & SONS 
EStabLIShEd 1919

Chapel Street, Pontesbury, SY5 0RJ

SERVICING & MOT’S 
TYRES & EXHAUSTS 
BATTERIES 
AIR CONDITIONING

Tel: 01743 790 270 

Web: www.ploughgarage.co.uk 

Email: ploughgarage@btconnect.com

Window Cleaning
AB

Window Cleaning

Tel. 01743 792261
Mob.  07983 619325

E-mail. adrian.beesty@sky.com
Windows   |   Conservatories   |   Reach and Wash System and Traditional   |   Gutter Cleaning

Domestic and Commercial   |   Free No Obligation Quotations

MX  
REMOVALS

07887 804934
HOUSE REMOVALS 

HOUSE CLEARANCES 
RUBBISH REMOVED 

SINGLE ITEMS 
FREE QUOTES 

FULLY INSURED 

SHROPSHIRE

ANYWHERE - ANYTIME

The Flower Shop
3, Station Road, Minsterley 

Tel: 01743 791 860 
Email: 

theflower.shop@aol.com

Fresh Flowers, Plants, Greetings 
Cards, 

Wrapping Paper, Helium Balloons, 
and  

Much More

Fit after forty with Sal presents 
* Wednesdays 6 - 7 pm, 80’s style aerobics 
Cardio, strengthening and flexibility to the tunes 
you know and love 
* Fridays 9.15 - 10.15 Mereside pop up Fit club 
Mereside community centre play area 
* Sundays 9 - 10 am Stiperstones Fit club at school 
playground 
* Circuits, cardio blast, strengthening and toning 
in the great outdoors in a fun and friendly group 

All sessions £6 
Tel: 01743 792993 or find me on Facebook

CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
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Chairman’s report 
from 

Ray Harper
How things can change in a few weeks. Up until recently I 
thought a covid was a member of the crow family and that 
Corona was a rival to R. White’s Lemonade. Apparently they 
are a lot more than that and I am now hearing of more and 
more people selfisolating on a daily basis.  

I had been hoping to report on exciting plans for the Village 
Hall and upcoming events.Instead I have to let you all know 
that we will be at least postponing the Sarah McQuaid 
evening and foregoing the V.E. Day celebrations. Also most of 
our regular users are cancelling and postponing their 
meetings (I am sure they will be keeping those affected up to 
date).  

We will be closing the Village Hall on a temporary basis to 
undertake a “deep clean” to make sure that we are not 
inadvertently the cause of any spread of the virus. However, 
after the clean, if required the hall will be made available as a 
resource centre for any collection/distribution activities that 
may be necessary to assist members of the community who 
need to avoid close contact with others but we will not be 
holding any “crowd  events” for the time being.  

It is somewhat poignant that we are having to cancel the V.E. 
Day celebrations as we step into the closest most of the 
population will ever get to the wartime mentality displayed 
during the darkest of times. While this is no way as dire as a 
world war it is serious and I hope we are able to pull together 
as a community as well as they did then. Let us try to avoid 
the “me, me” attitude that has been seen in the unnecessary 
stockpiling of goods that has left shelves empty (not because 
those items are in short supply but because the shop owners 
are unable to get replacements as quickly as inconsiderate 
people are over buying). Please look out for one another and 
help wherever you can. 

We will be looking forward to resuming normal service as 
soon as possible and it has already been suggested that a 
“goodbye to Coronavirus party” should go on our list of 
things to do ready for the all clear.   

What’s on  
Saturday, 4th April  

7.30pm 
St. John’s Church, Bishop’s Castle 

The Marches Sinfonia 
perform Haydn’s ‘Creation’ and 
Beethoven’s ‘Halelujah Chorus’ 

£12 (children and students free), 
Call 01588 650448 

 
Saturday 11th April 

10am to 12 midday 
Hope Village Hall 

Easter Coffee Morning 
In aid of Mother & Baby 

Bereavement Unit, Telford Hospital 
 

Saturday, 18th April 
1.15pm 

Minsterley Parish Hall 
Dog First Aid 

with Natalie Morris BVSc MRCVS  
& Lee Pogson of the Dogs Trust  
£1 adults or 50p children and 

seniors 
Call Paul Bradbury 07947 600430 

 
Thursday, 23rd April 

10am ‑ 12 and 1pm ‑ 3pm 
The Bog Centre 

Water colour painting 
with Phil Petford 

£45 full day or £25 half day 
Call 01743 792484 

 
Save the date 

Monday, 25th May 
10.30am ‑ 2.30pm 

Holy Trinity, Minsterley 
Grand Plant Sale 

Refreshments, cakes and other stalls

Download the Snailbeach District 
News in full colour from 

www.snailbeachdistrictnews.co.uk 

CANCELLED

CANCELLED

CANCELLED

POSTPONED
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Balti Spice 

 
Bangladesh Restaurant & Takeaway

the Old bake house, brookside, Pontesbury. 
 SY5 0QF 

Tel: 01743 791 848 
Open every evening 

5.30 pm to 11.00 pm 
15% off all collected takeaway orders over £12 

Free home delivery within a 3 mile radius 
Sunday & Wednesday night specials  

4 course meal - £10.95 
Papadoms, Starter, Main Course, Rice or Nan 

(Eat in only. Excludes seafood and duck dishes) 

Fully Licensed

Hardware & software support
Troubleshooting, repairs & upgrades

Custom set up of: Laptops, PC’s & Tablets 
WiFi and cabled Network configuration

Broadband and internet issues
Malware & Virus removal

Security software setup
File rescue / data recovery

Printer issues
Backup solutions

Mobile service to your door
Remote support

Friendly local IT support for home & small businesses: South Shropshire area

Setting up a PC out of the box can be challenging, it often ends up in 
confusion resulting in a machine that is a pain to use. The 
manufacturers don’t make it any easier, bombarding the user with 
multiple choices and unnecessary software.

By enabling easy access to the things that you like and frequently use 
and by placing the things that you don’t need or use out of the way, we 
can provide you with a system that is secure, simple to operate and 
customised to your specific needs.

Contact:   Rob
Tel:           01588-650567
Mobile:     07765-240718
Email:       robwestonnet@aol.com

We can resolve most issues quickly and conveniently at your location
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Faith’s Story

by 
Deb Gallimore

The infection that has swept 
through the litter has now claimed 
the lives of 4 puppies.What is the 
cause? Will Faith, the puppy with 
the scabby paws and wonkey 

tongue, survive? Read on!

Part 4 next month...

Part 3

Picture: Deb Gallimore

What was causing this? Every time you could not 
believe it would happen again, not after 
everything we’d already been through. It was too 
dreadful. I wanted a full postmortem in the hope 
we could find the cause before any more pups 
died. My husband and I drove up to the pathology 
lab in Lancashire because I couldn’t bear to send 
her by courier.  
Then came the agonising wait while results came 
back, two weeks for the final report with interim 
results drip fed as they 
became available. I was 
quite numb, just putting 
one foot in front of the 
other and bothering the 
Vets daily for news. 
It was an aggressive E 
Coli infection that 
attacked the puppies’ 
hearts and lungs, 
resistant to most 
antibiotics. There was 
only one my vet could 
offer me that was 
suitable for my giant 
pups. This was given 
immediately to the 9 
surviving pups who were 
now approaching 9 
weeks old. I had kept in 
touch with every new 
puppy owner, given them 
all the facts and 
explained that I would totally understand if they 
would rather not proceed; refunds of deposits 
would be given with no hard feelings at all. It 
warms my heart to say that not one of them 
wanted to change their minds. I felt very humbled 
and grateful for those wonderful people and 
comforted by their faith in me. In fact, they 
brought me to tears on a regular basis, which was, 

I guess, not too difficult. I was an emotional wreck. 
I did not want to let the pups go until they had 
completed the course of antibiotics and I was as 
certain as I could be that nothing else terrible 
would happen, if that was ever possible. By then I 
believed that the infection had run its course and 
the remining puppies had fought it off naturally. 
Those 9 pups are still thriving with no reports of 
any ongoing problems and are living full and 
energetic lives with their lovely families.  

So, there she was, this 
wonderful little fighter 
once all the others had 
left for their new 
adventures. She was still 
here, by my side, huge 
wonky tongue hanging 
out, eyes boring into my 
soul that know about the 
struggle we’ve just been 
through. She has a 
terrible conformation; I 
lovingly joke she is made 
of all the spare bits of 
Leonberger left over at 
the end of the day. She is 
intense to say the least, 
has personal space 
issues, and seemingly no 
control of her emotions, 
and I absolutely believe 
she has some form of 
autism. She will never be 

a show champion or a mother, but she will always 
be special, and loved, and she teaches me all the 
time, about patience and tolerance and about 
myself. My wonderful little Faith. Her name is very 
apt; all the litter were named after Bon Jovi songs. 
Her Kennel Club name is “Awedistra’s Keep the 
Faith”; and that’s just what I did. Because 
everybody needs to have a little Faith don’t they?  

Faith, the wonderful little fighter, at 6 months old.
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Nipstone Campsite
The Bog, SY5 0NJ 

Tel: 01743 792 073 
Email: 

timrm@mail.com
Small Friendly Campsite for tents, located 200 

yards off The Shropshire Way. Facilities include  
toilets and hot & cold water. Campfires are 
permitted and firewood is available to buy. 

Dogs & Children Welcome. 
£6 per person per night. Under 5’s free.

S & D Garden Services 

Gardener Handymen 

If you need help with your garden, look no 

further!
 

Contact Darrell - 07340 716 311 

or Steve - 07799 468 898 

 

Lawn Mowing, Hedge Cutting and 

 General Garden Maintenance

We sell: Local & Exotic Meat, Game, Pies, 
Fruit, Veg, Cakes, Bread, Milk, Cheese, Tinned 

Goods, Cereals, Tea, Coffee, Sugar, Biscuits, 
Crackers, Crisps, Sauces, Jams & Pickles.

BBQ pack 1 £25.99 
4 Handmade Burgers 

4 Chicken Fillets 
4 Pork Steaks 

4 Sirloin Steaks 
Family Pack - 

£24.99 
400g Lean Diced 

Beef 
400g Mince Steak 

4 Handmade Burger 
1.5 kg Gammon 

Joint 
1 Large Chicken 

Gym Pack - £24.99 
6 Chicken Fillets 

6 Pork Steaks 
2 Sirloin Steaks 
500g Dry Cure 

Bacon 
 

Roast Pack - £29.99 
1kg Local Topside 

1kg Local Pork Joint 
1kg Gammon Joint 
2kg Large Chicken 

 

MSH Electrical Services 
All types of electrical work 

PAT Testing, LED Lighting 
Central Heating Systems 

Free Quotes 
35 Years Experience 

Mike Hockly 
Mob. 07961 278 028 
Tel. 01743 891 610 

email: hockly342@btinternet.com

T P Hockly 
Building Contractor 

Timber Framed Buildings & Extensions, 
Brickwork & Plastering 

Driveways, General Building Work 
& Building Maintenance 

Call Tim on: 01743 791 114 
Mobile: 07814 498 524

rESPONSIbLE dISPOSaL aNd 
rEMOvaL OF uNWaNtEd bEE aNd 

WaSP NEStS 
reasonable rates 

 
 
 
 
 
 
call tim hockly 07814 498 524



One click away 
from medical 

advice or a 
prescription 

The power of the internet in supporting or 
replacing the advice of your GP has never been 
more highlighted than now in our current Covid
19 crisis.  Government advice in many countries 
has just now been adjusted following a mis
quoted report on the pros and cons of taking 
ibuprofen when we may be infected. 
Many, maybe most of us now, turn to the 
internet for new symptoms or to check out our 
prescription for known or imagined side effects. 
Which sites can be trusted?  Not, I fear, Facebook 
with qualified practitioners, ‘wise’ women (or 
men), friends and family all sharing firsthand, 
second hand or many times hand information, 
experiences and views. 
My own site offchan.com is now flooded with 
videos from Central and Local Government on 
how we should be handling the crisis at home 
and at work.  www.nhs.uk is the obvious first call 
for advice on any condition or treatment. 
Interestingly my research has thrown up the fact 
that the domain nhs.com can be purchased for 
$201,250.00 USD. Seems someone could do 
some mischief with that. Most nations have their 
own advice website, but prudence would suggest 
sticking to public rather than private services. 
The internet is also host to online prescription 
services. Many of us have been bombarded with 
dodgy promotions for health products but there 
are some UK based companies offering a service 
for a wide range of products which you may 
think are only available from your doctor’s 
surgery. 
NHS prescriptions are becoming increasingly 
digitised.  Paper versions have scannable 
barcodes but increasingly your prescription is 
sent electronically to the pharmacy. 
Patientaccess.com is the new totally online 
service. With an account you can book GP 
appointments and order repeat prescriptions.  I 
think you need a user ID from your surgery. I 
tried to register without an ID but it seems I 

don’t exist! 
Echo is an online service run by Lloyds pharmacy 
which provides a door to door delivery service 
for your repeat prescription. Pontesbury Medical 
Practice are signed up to the scheme but at 
present Worthen are not. 
www.clickpharmacy.co.uk is a purely UK based 
company registered and regulated as an internet 
pharmacy with the General Pharmaceutical 
Council (GphC).  ‘Click’ have a team of online 
doctors who can prescribe a range of drugs 
following a short online health check.  They 
specialise in providing support for conditions 
that patients may find difficult to talk to their GP 
about: hair or weight problems, sexual issues, 
migraines, stopping smoking and period 
problems. 
Google will throw up a lot more sites both in the 
UK and abroad. These sites will offer advice, 
services, over the counter generic type drugs and 
those that are usually prescription only. 
As ever the advice is “take care”, think before 
you act and if something looks too good be true, 
it probably is. Stay healthy 

Sammy 
 
Late Sammy warning  There is a tax refund 
scam circulating at the moment.  
If you get a text message or email claiming you 
have a tax refund please put it straight in the 
bin do NOT open or reply. 
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The Sammy Mail Column with Geoff Sproson
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A M Batchelor Builders Ltd. 
Renovations, Extensions, Property Maintenance, Alterations and Hard Landscaping. 

Over 30 years of experience. Free estimates and advice.

A M Batchelor Builders Ltd. 
Coppice Farm 

Snailbeach, Shrewsbury, Shropshire. 
SY5 0NS 

Mobile: 07785 531 910 
Email: andybatch36@hotmail.com

Monday to Friday 8:30am to 5:30pm, Saturday 8:30am to 3:00pm

Fresh flowers, plants and a large range of giftware items 
 

Main Road, Pontesbury, SY5 0PY 
01743 792333 

www.annewhysall.co.uk

Mark Abrams

Lydcote, The Lyde
Bromlow SY5 0EB

07515 441954

mwagardencare.blogspot.com
mwa.gardens@gmail.com

MWA Garden Care
Grounds and Garden Maintenance

FLORISTS
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Mr. Quips 
Corner
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I wish I’d said that...

I used to be addicted to soap, but I'm clean 
now. 
You know that tingly little feeling you get 
when you like someone? That's your common 
sense leaving your body. 
My mind's made up, don't confuse me with 
facts. 
Nothing is foolproof to a sufficiently talented 
fool. 
I asked my wife why she never blinked during 
foreplay. She said she didn't have time. 
Hospitality: making your guests feel like 
they're at home, even if you wish they were. 
Some of us learn from the mistakes of others; 
the rest of us have to be the others. 
So apparently RSVP'ing back to a wedding 
invite 'maybe next time' isn't the correct 
response. 
Behind every successful student, there is a 
deactivated Facebook account. 
Life is sexually transmitted. 

When people don't make 
sense, listen to music. It 
always does.

She was a large woman who seemed not 
so much dressed as upholstered.  James 
Matthew Barrie. 
He has the attention span of a lightning 
bolt. ‐ Robert Redford. 
Abstract art? A product of the untalented, 
sold by the unprincipled to the utterly 
bewildered.‐ Al Capp 
Modesty is the artifice of actors, similar to 
passion in call girls.‐ Jackie Gleason. 
Debating against him is no fun, say 
something insulting and he looks at you 
like a whipped dog.‐ Harold Wilson 
He was happily married  but his wife 
wasn’t.‐ Victor Borge. 
She had much in common with Hitler, only 
no moustache. ‐ Noel Coward. 
I didn’t attend the funeral, but I sent a 
nice letter saying I approved of it.‐ Mark 
Twain. 
I have never killed a man, but I have read 
many obituaries with great pleasure. ‐ 
Clarence Darrow 
He was distinguished for ignorance; for he 
had only one idea and that was wrong ‐ 
Benjamin Disraeli.  
Originality is the fine art of remembering 
what you hear but forgetting where you 
heard it. ‐ Laurence J. Peter. 

As we write this update about 3 weeks before this newsletter is circulated we are living in uncertain 
times. By the time you read this, world and local events will have undoubtedly moved on, but one 
thing is certain – your local U3A GROUP for Pontesbury and the Rea Valley will continue to provide 
more than just membership but also a wider sociable fellowship. This means that local people with 
time on their hands have an alternative to looking out of the window or watching TV each day. 
In PRV U3A you can expect to have fun, enjoying life to the full, exercising your brain and/or your 
body. Make long lasting friendships in our welcoming interest groups and you can explore, discover 
and share your passion whilst informally absorbing new interests. 
 
Be assured that our national office advises local U3As on worldwide developments and promptly 
distributes the most up to date advice so that our members are certain that any necessary 
precautions are swiftly put in place. 

Check out our website on: http://u3apontesburyreavalley.org.uk/index.htm 
or contact 792790 for a friendly chat about Pontesbury and Rea Valley U3A

The significant benefits of  a local 
U3A? 
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COPYCOPYCOPYCOPY

 
Commercial Printing 

* 
Business & Personal 

Stationery 
* 

Ultra High-Speed Copying 
* 

Design Service 
* 

High Quality 
Digital Colour Printing 

* 
Full Colour Envelopes 

 
130 Longden Coleham, Shrewsbury 

01743 360424 
www.copy-write.co.uk

  
 

 

Trees, Hedges 
& Woodlands 

 Tree Surgery Small or Large Trees, 
felling, pruning or planting 

 Hedge management – trimming & 
shaping - large or small 

 Traditional hedge-laying 
 Woodland Management – Coppicing, 

felling, planting 
 Orchard Management 

 
£5m Public Liability and £10m Employee Liability 

TTeTel:l:Tel:Tel: 01743 891231  
 MobMMobile:Mobile:ile:Mobile:Mobile:Mobile:Mobile: 07974 300328 
 EmaEEmail:Email:ilEmail:Email::Email: info@wood-matters.co.uk 
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1) Old Mr. Terminus was lying on his deathbed 
while his wife was about to give birth. Father 
Clement was at his bedside when Mr. Terminus 
dictated his will. "I leave 2/3 of my estate to my 
child, should it be a boy, and 1/3 to my wife. If 
the child is a girl, I want 2/3 to go to my wife 
and 1/3 to my daughter." Mr. Terminus passed 
on and left Father Clement with a rather 
peculiar problem, since Mrs. Terminus gave 
birth to twins, a boy and a girl. How should the 
estate be divided in order to comply as closely as 
possible with his wishes?  
2) There was a shipwreck at sea and Brian, 
Lance, and Jack were washed ashore on a small 
island. Upon reaching shore they promptly fell 
asleep from exhaustion. A short time later, Brian 
awoke and saw that a box of bananas had been 
washed ashore. Brian ate one third of the 
bananas and went back to sleep. Lance soon 
awoke and upon seeing the box of bananas, ate 
one third of what was left and then fell asleep. 
Jack woke next and assumed that the other two 
hadn't eaten any bananas, so he ate one third of 
what remained. When Jack finished, there were 
8 bananas left over. How many bananas were in 
the box originally?  
3) There is a grandfather clock that chimes the 
appropriate number of times to indicate the 
hour, as well as chiming once at each quarter 
hour. If you were in the other room and heard 
the clock chime just once, what would be the 
longest possible period of time you would have 
to wait in order to be certain of the correct 
time?  
4) Mr. Green, Mr. Red, and Mr. Blue were at the 
Stiperstones Inn having a drink. One man was 
wearing a red suit; one a green suit; and the 
other a blue suit. "Have you noticed," said the 
man in the blue suit, "that although our suits 
have colours corresponding to our names, not 
one of us is wearing a suit that matches our own 
names?" Mr. Red looked at the other two and 
said, "You're absolutely correct." What colour 
suit is each man wearing?  
5) When asked how old she was, Suzie replied, 
"In two years I will be twice as old as I was five 
years ago." How old is she? 

Answers on page 40

PuzZles & Posers
We live in what seems to our eyes to be a beautiful 
county, rich wildlife and lovely scenery. Yet the State 
of Nature Report (2019) found that the UK is “among 
the most nature depleted countries in the world.” 
(nbn.org.uk/stateofnature2019) 
The Report also reported that a quarter of UK 
mammals and nearly half of our birdlife are at risk 
of extinction.  
Our situation here at home is mirroring the global 
annihilation of wildlife. We are now in the age of the 
sixth mass extinction of species and it is generally 
agreed that this is manmade and accelerating out of 
control. And extinction, of course, is forever. 
And why does this matter, apart from our sadness we 
feel when we realise some of our favourite animals, 
such as the hedgehog are becoming rarer? Why does 
the loss of creatures across the globe matter to us 
here in the UK? How, for instance, can the loss of 
mangrove forests in the tropics possibly affect our 
lives? 
This is how the WWF puts it:  
“Biodiversity is all the different kinds of life you’ll find 
in one area – the variety of animals, plants, fungi and 
microorganisms that make up our natural world. 
Each of these species and organisms work together 
in ecosystems, to maintain balance and support life.”  

So the problem is not just about iconic species 
disappearing, or an obscure fungi on the other side of the 
planet becoming extinct. It’s about our survival too. Just 
as, for instance, we need bees and other insects to 
fertilise our crops, healthy seas to maintain the carbon 
balance in the atmosphere and protect healthy fish 
stocks, we need trees to keep our air fit for us to breathe, 
and fungi to maintain ancient forests. 
Even without these existential reasons for halting 
biodiversity loss, who wants to live in a world with fewer 
and fewer animals, birds, insects and flowers, less green 
space, depleted silent forests, empty wetlands, bleached 
coral reefs....(I could go on and on here!).

Biodiversity Matters 
by Liz Knowles

“Biodiversity supports everything in nature 
that we need to survive – food, clean water, 

medicine, shelter and clean air.”



 
 
 

Recycle your old scrap metal 

 
Washing Machines, Cookers, Cars, vans, Cast, 

Brass, copper, lead, batteries, cable, farm 

scrap, old central heating systems, etc. 

 

 

No load too big or too small 

Free Collection! 

 

 

Call - 07989 050 276 

Or -  01743 791 493
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SWS Broadband, Brook House, Pennerley, Shrewsbury SY5 0NE 

0333 7000 227 | connect@swsbroadband.net 

SWS Broadband 
Your Local Internet Service Provider. . . 

Connecting Shropshire since 2005 
 

 

 
Affordable 

Reliable 

Flexible 

High Speed 

from £24/month 

Further savings with VoIP phone 

Choose the bandwidth you require 

Change service without penalty 

From 10Mbps to 30+Mbps 

Choose the bandwidth that suits you 

In-house technical support  

99.99% availability 
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 SNAILBEACH WI 

from The Library Owl

News from 

Pontesbury Library

We’re off to pastures new, not just green pastures, 
but fuchsia and teal too. The vibrant colour 
scheme for the new library. We’ll be officially 
opening on 6th April, welcoming all customers old 
and new. It’s free to join! You just need some ID 
with your name and address, a couple of minutes 
to get you on the system and you’ll be a member 
of the library. We are still part of Shropshire 
libraries network so you’ll get access to thousands 
of books, and so much more than I can fit in my 
little piece. We look forward to seeing you, hearing 
what you think and welcome any ideas you may 
have.  
With the help of some past players of Pontesbury 
Cricket Club we have gathered together some 
photos and items, creating an interesting display 
for you to reminisce over some old team friends 
and memories with pictures of the original pitch 
and Pavilion. 
The Easter activity for the children will be an egg 
hunt with a difference. 
Rhyme Time for under 5’s will be 16th April at 
2.30pm 

QUIZ TIME from 
Jenny Alldridge  

On Friday 6th March a team consisting of Jenny 
Alldridge, Dave Fitzhugh, Julian Bromhead and 
Susan Bates went to Minsterley and achieved a 
score of 50, not enough to win the wine, which 
went to Hope.as the highestscoring teams had 
already won it this year. We only scored 14 in the 
fun quiz; one team only managed 20 out of 20. 
The final will be held on Friday 3rd April. For the 
first time the teams will not all be together, but 
Division One (which includes Snailbeach) will be 
going to Rushbury and Division Two to Radbrook.   
This means a split of 22 teams to 21, not the usual 
crowd of 43 teams all at one venue. We expect the 
team on that night to be made up of Jenny 
Alldridge, Dave Fitzhugh, Ray Harper and Susan 
Bates. 
We have been awarded another point, however. 
One of the questions was: “What organisation had 
the telephone number Whitehall 1212?”   
Knowing this was the number of Scotland Yard, we 

answered “Metropolitan Police”. The expected 
answer was Scotland Yard. We challenged this, 
saying that was a place not an organisaton and 
should not have been the answer. It was agreed 
and we now have 51 points. 

from Joyce Graves

As it is our 50th Anniversary year we had hoped to 
make it a memorable year, but we certainly had 
not thought it would be memorable in the way it 
will be! 
We have managed to hold three meetings this 
year, but those are the only ones we anticipate for 
at least 3 months. Obviously we have an excellent 
network to keep everyone in touch, however if any 
of our members need help, Sue our Secretary or 
Pat our President have said they can be contacted 
and they will try and help. 
Jan from Muckleton Meats has said she will take 
orders for her delicious sausages, bacon, burgers 
and butter and deliver to your door. 
We all hope that you keep well and busy with all 
those little jobs you have been putting off. Hope
fully we shall be able to continue with our pro
gramme as soon as it safe to do so. 
Best wishes to you all. 

Care in the Community 
(Local Covid-19 Aid Response) 

 

Want to Help? 
Need information? 

 

 
We’re here for you. 

 
0121 318 5138 (Mon-Fri 9-4) 

worthencovid19aid@gmail.com 
(Hosted by Worthen Medical Practice) 



Snailbeach District News - Issue 367

April 2020

Page 20

 

Visiting suspended at PRH and RSH to help prevent coronavirus spread 

24 March 2020 

The Shrewsbury and Telford Hospital NHS Trust (SaTH) has today taken the difficult 

decision to suspend visiting at the Princess Royal Hospital (PRH) in Telford and the Royal 

Shrewsbury Hospital (RSH), to help prevent the spread of coronavirus. 

SaTH is working hard to prevent the spread of the virus and to protect staff, patients and visitors 

from becoming seriously ill. 

With this in mind, we have made the decision to suspend all visiting to our wards at PRH and 

RSH. 

Dr Arne Rose, Medical Director for SaTH, said: “We have not taken this decision lightly and we 

appreciate it may be frustrating or worrying for the families and friends of patients, but we can 

assure you that it is the safest precaution to take at this time. 

“In line with our usual practice, Ward staff will contact next of kin if a patient in our care becomes 

seriously ill or if there are changes to their treatment.” 

Exceptions to the suspension of visiting will be applied to Children’s Services, Maternity and the 

Neonatal Department, and for end of life care patients. 

• Children’s Ward: One parent/carer will be allowed to be with the child. Two named 

visitors are permitted and these visitors can alternate. 

• Maternity: One birthing partner will be allowed into the delivery suite. Staff will contact 

birthing partners when women are transferred to the delivery suite. 

• Neonatal unit: will allow parents only to visit. 

• End of life care patients will be permitted to receive visitors but this will be restricted to 

next of kin and an additional two visitors. 

Arne said: “We the support of our patient and staff with this difficult decision which will help us to 

better protect staff, visitors and patients from this infection.” 

Any future changes will be shared on our public website at www.sath.nhs.uk and on our social 

media platforms. 

 

Media Release 
Updated 
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Statement: Death of second patient with COVID-19 

 

23 March 2020 

 

Dr Arne Rose, Medical Director at The Shrewsbury and Telford Hospital NHS Trust (SaTH), 

said: “Sadly, we can confirm that a man who was being cared for at the Princess Royal Hos-

pital in Telford and had tested positive for COVID-19, has died. 

 

“The patient, who died on 21 March, was in his 40s and had underlying health conditions. 

 

“His family has been informed and our thoughts and condolences are with them at this diffi-

cult and distressing time.” 

 

Background: 

 

    SaTH, DHSC, NHS England and NHS Improvement will not be giving out any further infor-

mation on this patient. 

    The media are asked to respect the wishes of the families, and the interests of staff at the 

hospital to avoid any disruption to operational services. 

This is the latest update that supercedes the information 
in our hard copy edition. 
Things are moving extremely quickly. 
We will do our best to keep you up with the latest NHS 
news as it breaks through our website. 
Patrick Marks  
Editor
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Tankerville 

 Pottery and Gallery 
 

Excellent selection 
of: 

Paintings, Cards, 
Crystals, Stoneware 

Pottery, Oven to 
Tableware, Bread 

Crocks. 
 

Super Presents at 
Reasonable Prices! 

 
Tankerville Pottery & Gallery 

Pennerley, Stiperstones. 
SY5 0NB 

Tel: 01743 791 580 
www.tankervillegallery.co.uk

Norman Jones
 

domestic 
appliances 

repairs to 
Cookers, Washers 

& Dryers 
Same Day/Next day 

service where possible 
All Work Guaranteed 

new & used sales 
Washers 

Bosch normally available 
Delivered & installed to 

working taps, etc. 
Old Appliance Removed 

Please ring 
PETE: 07971 252069 

Norman: 07816 875233 
Home/Ansa: 01588 638677

Cliffdale offers comfortable home-from-home 
accommodation for around twenty-five residents 

over the age of 65, who require assistance with 
everyday living and personal care.

SHREWSBURY ROAD, PONTESBURY, SHROPSHIRE 
SY5 0QD 

TEL: 01743 790 261 

CLIFFDALE CARE 
HOME

Currently recrui�ng Senior Care Assistants, Care Assistants 
General Assistants, Cooks & Domes�c Cleaners

Learn more at cliffdalecarehome.co.uk and 
facebook @cliffdalecarehome

RESIDENTIAL, DAY STAY AND RESPITE CARE

GLADRAGS 
 
 
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

New & Used Dress Agency 
Call in to see our selection of 

quality classic, casual & designer 
clothing and accessories at 

affordable prices 
 

Spring is in the air! 
Time to re-vamp your wardrobe. 

We have now taken in quality used 
clothing and accessories for the 

winter season. 
Should you require our ‘collection 
and return’ service for a complete 

wardrobe clearance, please call 
Sue for information. 

 
UPSTAIRS AT 

CONNECTIONS STORE, 
SHREWSBURY ROAD, 

PONTESBURY, SY5 0QD 
Visit our Tea Room for 

 Ladies that Lunch! 

T: 01743 790600 
M: 07795 592716 

Evenings: 01743 791935 
E: sue.lindsay@stiperstones.net 
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Coronavirus 
 I have been working with our two parish councils and a number of residents to make 
sure that we have coordinated support for people who are self isolating in our 
communities. We held a joint meeting of both councils recently to firm up a course of 

action. Further information should be published by the parish clerk in this newsletter. I will be sending 
further details out via email, Facebook and my website. Please sign up for my email bulletins if you 
haven't already done so or become friends on facebook. 
  
Insurance claim on damage to cars. 
 I am getting increasingly annoyed with the attitude of  Shropshire Council and its insurers to valid claims 
made by members of the public who have had their vehicles damaged by potholes. 
  
The standard tactic now is to dismiss claims irrespective of their validity or the damage done. It seems 
that their sole aim is to save money and not deal with their claims fairly. I know of many instances 
where potholes have been reported to them by myself or others and left for months unrepaired and yet 
they have the temerity to turn down residents claims for damage inflicted by the same hole. What 
makes the situation worse is the council's inability to manage their contractors properly. 
  
It’s not as if this is minor damage either  we are talking of tyres, wheels and steering being written off. I 
know of one instance on the B4386 when 5 cars suffered significant damage on one hole in the space of 
a few days. Claimants must appeal and cite council negligence. I will give people ideas and any evidence 
I have if they contact me. 
  
Shropshire Council needs to realise that this sort of behaviour only brings them into disrepute with the 
public. It needs to own up to its responsibilities and deal fairly and objectively with all residents claims. 
   
Council Tax 
 Shropshire Council is putting its Council Tax up by 3.99% this year. On top of this the Police have raised 
theirs by  3.94%  and the Fire Authority by 1.99%. A Band D property will now be paying £1,807.19 per 
year for ever decreasing services. Government grant continues to fall and adult social care budgets grow 
by around £10 million a year. All the 3.99% increase will go towards adult social care 
  
Best wishes  
Heather Kidd, 
Shropshire Councillor for Chirbury and Worthen. 
Tel: 079806 35518   heather.kidd@shropshire.gov.uk www.heatherkidd.org
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Heather Kidd’s Report

Are you a lexophile? 
A lexophile is one who has a love of words and 
word play. For example, phrases such as, "You can 
tune a piano, but you can't tuna fish", or "To write 
with a broken pencil is pointless.”  
Here are some plays on words for all you 
lexophiles out there:- 
A thief who stole a calendar got twelve months. 
The batteries were given out free of charge. 
A dentist and a manicurist married. They fought 
tooth and nail. 

I changed my iPad's name to Titanic. It's syncing 
now. 
With her marriage, she got a new name and a 
dress. 
A boiled egg is hard to beat. 
England has no kidney bank, but it does have a 
Liverpool. 
Police were summoned to a day-care centre where 
a three-year-old was resisting a rest. 
No matter how much you push the envelope, it'll 
still be stationery. 
When a clock is hungry it goes back four seconds.
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Iyengar Yoga in Shropshire 
 

Hignetts 
of 

Pontesbury Ltd 
Established 1919 

 
Family run fresh food retailers 

 
Locally sourced meat 

Fresh fruit and vegetables 
Fair trade foods 

Bread, pies, buns and cakes all  
baked on the premises daily 

 
Freshly filled sandwiches, 

baguettes and rolls 
 

Groceries at competitive prices 
Garden plants and flowers 
Compost and grow bags 

 
UPS parcel collection and de-

livery hub 
 

Tel: 01743 790 228 
www.hignetts.co.uk

Feel Good Feet
Foot Health Practitioner

Julie Foster
DipFH   MCFHP   MAFHP

Mobile foot treatments in the comfort of your own home
To book an appointment call

07772 086846
Routine home foot care visits include:

Toenail trimming  Ingrown toenail 
Thickened nails  Fungal infections 

Lacuna  Corn removal  Callus reduction  
Cracked heels and fissures  Diabetic foot care 

Verrucae  Pedisafe nail reconstruction 
Warm wax therapy treatment 

Manicure  Pedicure  Gel nail polish
Fully insured and DBS checked. 

Registered with the British association of foot health professionals

Yoga Class
Snailbeach Village Hall 
Tuesdays 7.00 – 8.30 p.m. 

Suitable for all levels 
Pre-booking only 
For details contact:- 

Liz on 01743 790698 
elizabethknowles1@googlemail.com 

Carolyn Bailey 
Alterations 

Alterations, tailoring, dressmaking, 
bridal and evening wear, all soft 

furnishings, curtains, cushions altered 
and made to measure.

Woodlands 
Ploxgreen 
Minsterley

01743 791 972 
07784 836599

CANCELL
ED 



The flooding caused by Storm Dennis and its 
aftermath was some of the worst we have seen in 
South Shropshire since 2007. Areas around the 
Severn were particularly badly affected, where 
flood water from upstream Shrewsbury and 
Ironbridge was mostly held back by flood 
defences, but then pushed downstream past 
Bridgnorth and Bewdley. The Teme and the Corve 
also burst their banks, causing severe localised 
flooding around Ludlow and Tenbury. Many other 
smaller rivers were affected as well.  
  
I visited many of the homes and businesses who 
had suffered flooding. While the damage was 
heartbreaking, it was encouraging to see such 
community spirit, with friends and neighbours 
going the extra mile to do what they could to 
mitigate the impact of the floods, and help clear 
up afterwards. I also commend the incredible 
hard work from emergency responders – 
including Shropshire Fire & Rescue, the 
Environment Agency and Shropshire Council.  
  
I have been working hard to ensure the 
government is very much aware of the impact of 
local flooding here, and the clear need to invest in 
flood defences for the future, including raising the 
issue directly with the Prime Minister at Prime 
Minister’s Questions. So I am pleased the 
Chancellor heard my pleas, which he referenced 
by namechecking me in his Budget Speech last 
month, and announced £120m to repair damage 
flood defences, £200m for improving resilience in 
areas affected by repeated flooding, and doubling 
investment in flood defences over the next 6 
years to £5.2bn. This includes at least £23 million 
of funding for Severn Valley defences, which is an 
extremely welcome start. 
  
Last month’s Budget contained some further 
welcome measures, including an emergency 
package of £30bn of measures to support 

individuals and small businesses during the 
Coronavirus outbreak. I write ahead of publication 
in a fastmoving situation, but it is clear the 
intensity of the outbreak is growing rapidly. For 
most people COVID19 is a mild illness from which 
they will fully recover. But vulnerable groups are 
particularly at risk, including older people, of 
which South Shropshire has a significantly higher 
than average population. So I urge everyone to 
consult latest advice and follow the appropriate 
precautionary measures. 
  
Support for businesses in the Budget, including 
increasing the Business Rates retail discount to 
100% for one year and expanding it to the leisure 
and hospitality sectors, introducing a £5,000 rates 
discount for pubs, and offering £3,000 grants to 
those eligible for Small Business Rate Relief will be 
a significant boost for South Shropshire 
businesses who may be affected by the impact of 
coronavirus. The Chancellor made clear he will 
take further measures as necessary.  
  
From my inbox, and driving across the 
constituency myself, I know how poor the 
condition of local roads has become. I have raised 
the issue with both Shropshire Council, who have 
doubled their teams filling in the potholes, and 
have invested more than £6 million on road 
resurfacing and drainage work since January this 
year. I have also raised this issue with the Roads 
Minister, so was pleased to see an additional 
£54m funding for road maintenance from April 
2020 for the West Midlands through the Pothole 
Fund. I am pushing for a fair share to come to 
Shropshire to tackle our serious road conditions. 
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Letter from Westminster
April 2020

Rt Hon Philip Dunne MP 

House of Commons 

London 

SW1A 0AA 

02072192388 

www.philipdunne.com 
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Heather Kidd 
Local Shropshire Councillor 

for 

Chirbury & Worthen 
including Snailbeach and 

Stiperstones 
Telephone: 01938 561 651 

Mobile: 07980 635 518 

Email: 

heather.kidd@shropshire.gov.uk 

Facebook: Heather Kidd  

www.heatherkidd.org.uk 

Ruby Vehicle Services Ltd 
 

 

 

 

Pennerley, Shropshire 
Flexible, reliable services to keep you motoring 

 HGV and light commercial repair and 
maintenance 

 Service and inspection 
 Major repairs and restoration projects 
 Roadside assistance and recovery  
 On-site service available 
 Vehicle transportation 
 Technician hire 
 MOT preparation and presentation 

 
info@rubyvehicleservicesltd.com 
www.rubyvehicleservicesltd.com 

07960 960730 

07940 577685 

                      01743 792292 

The Stiperstones Inn 

Open from 11.30am and serving food  
from 12pm - 9pm daily

www.stiperstonesinn.co.uk 
Tel: 01743 791 327

CANCELL
ED 

CANCELL
ED 
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Notes from the Hill

Simon Cooter for Natural England staff at Rigmoreoak.

The bubbling call of the curlews are starting to be heard on and around the hill. The exciting job this 
year will be seeing whether any of the headstarted birds return. Headstarting is when the eggs of the 
birds are taken, hatched and the young then reared in captivity and released to increase the productivity 
of the population. It was a technique that was very successful in saving the fortunes of the spoonbilled 
sandpiper by the Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust. 

Our local Curlew Country project has also been carrying out pioneering work in rearing young curlews 
over the last few years, but this year is the key, as the young birds generally take two years to mature 
before heading back from the coast to their breeding grounds in the Shropshire Hills. This will be the 
first year that we are likely to see the results of all their hard work. The returning birds have all been 
colour ringed so that they can be identified, so fingers crossed. 

At this time of year, the Curlew Country team will be once again preparing for the imminent nesting 
season. Curlews have already been reported by many of their farmers and supporters, and by the end of 
April they will expect to be finding the first eggs. The timeconsuming job of headstarting will be carried 
out again to help boost the local population whilst they also strive to improve the conditions required 
for successful natural nests. They are urgently seeking funding to secure this season’s work and a future 
for our local curlews.  If you would like to make a donation to Curlew Country, you can do so online at 
www.curlewcountry.org or send a cheque made payable to the ‘Groundnesting Birds Recovery Group’ 
to Curlew Country, Rigmoreoak, Pennerley, Minsterley, Shropshire, SY5 0NE. 

Meanwhile volunteers from the local community wildlife groups such as the Upper Onny Wildlife Group 
will be surveying the area over the next few months and recording any curlews that they see. This work, 
which has been carried out since 2014, is a very important record of the state of the population which 
has shown a 31% decline over that time. There are still some areas that require volunteer surveyors, so 
if you can help please contact Leo Smith at leo@leosmith.org.uk. 

Some of the work that Natural England has been carrying out 
with the Stiperstones volunteers lately include: making 
wheatear nesting tunnels and placing them in some of the 
stone banks, oak tree planting in the newly acquired Bergam 
Wood and the usual gorse cutting at various locations across 
the hill. If you would like to get involved with the 
Stiperstones volunteer group, which meets midweek contact 
Cassy at stiperstones.events@naturalengland.org.uk. 

We are running three bird walks this year on the 
Stiperstones: 

The first is our usual walk with myself and Leo to see how 
many heathland birds we can see on the reserve, Sunday 3rd 
May, 9.3012.30, free. 

Then Dave Pearce who is an excellent local naturalist is going 
to lead two walks: a dawn chorus walk on Sunday 10th May 
at 6.30am £7.50 followed by an optional breakfast at the Stiperstones Inn, and an evening walk on the 
1st June at 7.30pm £7.50, listening out for drumming snipe and maybe even a churring nightjar. 

The last two walks are likely to be very popular so they will require booking. More information can be 
found on our Facebook page or by contacting stiperstones.events@naturalengland.org.uk.
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Motor Ser
vices

Tyres, Exhausts, Bodywork 
Servicing & Pre‑MOTs etc. 

At Minsterley Motors, Stiperstones SY5 0LZ 

Telephone: 01743 791 783 

Mobile: 07810 232 309

John Powell’s  
Home Improvements 

For any Plastering, Tiling, 
Plumbing  

and  
General Maintenance. 

 
Can also fit kitchens and 

bathrooms.  
 

Fully Insured. 
 

NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL 
 

Call John on  
Home: 01743 791 627 
Mobile: 07838 015 005

 
01743 792292  

        07940 577685 
 

                                                                 debgallimore@outlook.com 

 

 121 Training and behaviour sessions from a friendly, qualified, 
experienced trainer. 

 New dog sessions, advice to head off problems before they begin. 
 Pop in visits for home alone dogs. 
 Stockist of “Perfect Fit” walking harness. Simply the best, most 

comfortable and effective harness on the market. 
 Stockist of Natural Instinct Raw pet food. 
 KC Assured breeder of Leonbergers and Working Cocker Spaniels. 
 Bath, Blow Dry and Groom. Give you and your dog a treat with a 

lovely shampoo and brush out, have them home smelling sweet 
and get rid of itchy loose coat. (No clipping, local collection and drop off available). 

 Please feel free to contact me for further info and advice on all 
things doggy. 

  

Deb Gallimore APDT 01189 
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Local reading charity celebrates a 
successful first year 

Read Easy Shropshire Hills which helps adults 
who struggle with reading has got off to a flying 
start as it celebrates its first year. In fact, with 10 
local people learning to read and 16 trained 
coaches the group has exceeded all expectations. 

It’s taken for granted that we all learned to read 
and write at school, and that we all have the 
same reading ability. However, many thousands 
of adults missed out on this opportunity at the 
time when the basic foundations of reading skills 
are learned. In fact, research shows that over 7% 
of adults have never learned to read. That’s a 
huge number of people who can’t read forms or 
letters, follow medicine instructions, or read a 
new recipe for example. 

“Learning to read with Read Easy 
has been amazing!” 

These are the words that Cath uses to describe 
her feelings about learning to read with our 
support. Cath is a local farmer who had to rely on 
her family to complete all the farm paperwork. 
She was introduced to Read Easy by a friend who 
wanted to help and she became one of our first 
new readers. As Cath says, “At my age I never 
thought I’d be doing anything like this. I have 
tried so many ways to learn in the past but it has 
always been too difficult. I have a fantastic 
teacher and I’ve really enjoyed being taught.” 

Our free service is run by volunteers and is 
supported by local shops, cafes and businesses 
who are happy to provide a private space for 
coaching sessions. We match up each new reader 
with a trained reading coach and they work 
together through reading manuals at their own 
pace twice a week at a time to suit them both. 
There’s no pressure and no exams to worry 
about. It’s as easy as that!  

It is very important that all of our readers to feel 

as comfortable as possible about learning with 
Read Easy which is why we have protected Cath’s 
true identity. 

Life changing results 
After just a few short months Cath says, “These 

lessons have made a huge difference in my day to 
day life. It’s given me more confidence to do 
things that I simply couldn’t do before. Each 

Christmas we always get a card from my 
husband’s cousin with a note inside. This year I 
read the message automatically without even 

thinking about it – my family were so impressed.” 

Free coaching in South Shropshire and 
the Welsh borders 

It’s never too late to learn! If you know someone 
in the local area who you think would benefit 
from our service, we would love to hear from 
you. For a confidential conversation please call 
Amana on 07707 762653 or email 
shropshirehills@readeasy.org.uk.  

Diana, Cath’s reading coach 

CANCELLED
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GARDEN FURNITURE 

 FROM 
 RECYCLED TIMBER 

CHAIRS, COFFEE TABLES,  
BENCH SEATS etc. 

E-mail: servatory@hotmail.com 

Or call Graham on 01743 790 115 
WHEEL BARROW PLANTERS FROM £10

 

J. Lewis &J. Lewis &  
SonsSons  

Coal Merchants 
Haulage Contractors 

Hardcore, Sand & Gravels 
 

Tel: 01743 791 366 
jlewisandsons@outlook.com

Educational Consultancy  
& 

Support Service 

BRIAN SMITH B.A.  

Ex advisory teacher Solihull MBC

Science, Design, Maths & Technology 
for 5 to 13 years, from personal 
tutoring and/or school entrance 

examinations to school audit. 

Creator of “Dr. What Investigates” Science 
Scheme & “Constructor Corners”  

Pat. GB 22116621 and much more in unique 
Problem Solving Investigations.

E‑mail: charlesangus@icloud.com 
Mobile: 07954 104 235

Gentle Flow Yoga 
Snailbeach Village Hall 

Be kind to your body & gentle on your mind 
 

Tuesdays 10 – 11.30am 
Yoga for everyone – all welcome 

 
Prior enrolment essential 

 
Please contact Caro on: 

Email: schiansky04@yahoo.com 
Tel: 01743 791742 

 
First session a free trial one for newcomers. 

CANCELL
ED 



 
During the current crisis, many of our local 
shops have responded magnificently, and 
are rapidly adapting to the new situation, 
helping to serve those who are now in self
quarantine. Below you can find a list of the 
actions many of these shops are 
undertaking; be aware, though, that this list 
is current as of the date of publication and 
may change in the weeks to come. 
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The Cock Inn, from 25/03, will be 
providing a takeaway service from 4pm
9pm. Contact 01743 891969 for more 
details. 
Chirbury Post Office and Stores will be 
operating a delivery service, including 
fresh sandwiches, cakes and quiches. They 
can be contacted at 01938 561201. 
The Stiperstones Inn is offering a 
takeaway food service; contact 01743 
791327 for more details. 
Hignetts of Pontesbury is gearing up to 
provide a new delivery service for those 
isolating, with updates and details on 
their Facebook page. They can be 
contacted at 01743 790228, or through 
their website at https://hignetts.co.uk/. 
Smith’s Butchers of Minsterley is opening 
between 7:30am and 9am for elderly and 
vulnerable customers early, and for those 
unable to leave their home, they are 
willing to drop off orders for local 
residents. Call 07807898404 or 01743 
791863. 
The Yockleton Arms is offering a takeaway 
service until further notice, and a delivery 
service for those in selfisolation, with a 
minimum order of £15 for free delivery. 
For more information, contact 01743 821 
491.

S U P P O R T  Y O U R  LO C A L  
S H O P S  

KEY PHONE NUMBERS 
(Details Correct at Date of Publication) 

Worthen Medical Practice:             01743 891401 
Westbury Medical Centre:             01743 884727     
Pontesbury Medical Practice:             01743 790325 
Bishop’s Castle Medical Practice:       01588 638285 
Montgomery Medical Practice:          01686 668217 
NHS HELPLINE:        111 
Shropshire Council:             0345 6789000 
Local Support and  
Prevention Fund:                          0345 6789078 
Shropshire Citizen’s Advice:             0344 4991100 
Shropshire Rural Support:             01743 790033 
South Shropshire Housing Assoc:      0300 303 190 
Severnside Housing:             01743 285000 
Universal Credit:            0800 328 5644 
Child Benefit:            0300 200 3100 
Pensions:            0800 731 0469 
HMRC Helpline:            0300 456 3565 
Chirbury Post Office and Stores:        01938 561201 
Cock Inn:             01743 891969 
Hignetts of Pontesbury:             01743 790228 
Londis (Worthen):             01743 891997 
Marton Village Stores:             01938 561279 
Stiperstones Inn:             01743 791327 
Yockleton Arms:             01743 821491 
Care in the Community Helpline:      0121 318 5138 
Worthencovid19aid@gmail.com
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Crowning Glory 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Val would like to welcome 

 all customers old and new. 
  Fully qualified with over 35yrs experience in 

all aspects of hairdressing. 
Opening times: 
Tuesday - 9 to 5 pm 

Wednesday - 9 to 5pm 
Thursday - 9 to 5.30pm 

Friday - 9 to 5.30pm 
Saturday – 9 to 1pm 

Bennett’s Business Centre, Main Rd, Pontesbury. 
Tel: 01743 790 008 

Join Val on Facebook @CrowningGloryPontesbury

Call: 07966 788791 

Quotations: 01743 792013 

www.benmorriselectrical.co.uk 
 

Efficient friendly service from an 

 experienced Electrician 
 

        ▪       Specialist in House Rewiring 
        ▪       Inspection & Testing of Properties 
        ▪       Extra Sockets & Lights installed  
                  (no job too small) 
        ▪       We will fit your own newly                            
                  purchased lights etc. 
        ▪       All work VAT free 
        ▪       Fully Insured 
        ▪       All work certified and notified to  
                  building control (Part P) 
        ▪       Free Quotations 
        ▪       Competitive Hourly Rates 

Pontesbury 
GARAGE Services Ltd 

 

COMPLETE SERVICE AND REPAIR CENTRE 
 

      All vehicle repairs  
      Servicing - all makes and models 
      Tyres - Clutches - Cam Belts 
      Brakes - Suspension 
      MOT testing station 

Unit 12 - Malehurst Industrial Estate  
Minsterley - Shropshire - SY5 0EQ 
 

info@pontesburygarageservices.co.uk  

 

Tel: 01743 296162 

hand controls 
 

left foot accelerators 
 

car boot hoists 
 

person hoists 
 

swivel seats 
 

secondary control  
systems ...and more!  

        Unit 11  
        Malehurst Industrial Estate 
        Minsterley, Shropshire 
        SY5 0EQ  
        info@allshropshiremobility.co.uk  

Offering a bespoke service to both 
Motability and private customers 

 
Tel:  01743 790 879 
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THIS MONTH IN THE GARDEN

Week 1 
...plant a pot of lilies... 
Now is an ideal time to plant lily bulbs. Put 
plenty of crocks at the bottom of your pot to 
help drainage and use John Innes No. 2 
compost. Water sparingly. Weed borders, 
taking care not to disturb clumps of scillas, 
muscari and other smallflowering bulbs. Leave 
them to seed themselves and spread.  
Week 2 
...plant up gaps...  
Most plants will have made themselves visible 
by now and you will be able to see what you 
have lost during the winter. Fill empty gaps with 
annuals or bedding plants. Support tall 
delphiniums at the back of the borders with 
bamboo canes and use twiggy peasticks for 
clumps of weakstemmed plants.  
Week 3 
...one of the busiest gardening months...  
Complete pruning roses as soon as possible. 
Mulch established plants generously with a 
thick layer of wellrotted manure or compost to 
encourage the growth of healthy new stems. 
Water pot grown roses frequently as they start 
to grow vigorously and feed them regularly. 
Week 4 
...don’t forget to water ... 
Now that the days are becoming warmer, extra 
care must be taken to ensure that the soil in 
your containers does not dry out. Water 
regularly in dry weather and give weekly liquid 
feeds to promote strong healthy growth early 
in the season. Tie in climbing and rambling 
roses. 

©Judith Glover ‐ “Garden Days” 
You can buy Judith’s 2020 calendar at: 

www.judithglover.com

PONTESBURY GARDENERS ASSOCIATION
PEAT OR NOT 

At the recent Annual General Meeting the 
question of using peat in potting composts was 
raised. Whilst the multipurpose compost that we 
sell has a reduced peat content there are several 
gardeners who prefer their potting composts to 
contain no peat at all. There are good arguments 
on both sides. As an organisation our aim is to 
promote gardening, and we try to do this without 
any bias towards any specific type of gardening 
whether it be organic or nonorganic, peat or peat
free, etc. We have people in the organisation who 
work both ways, and obviously if anyone asks an 
individual at the Trading Post for advice they will 
lean towards their own particular preferences. 
We supply materials for gardeners and have a 
good range of organic and chemical products. 
Some of our members are decidedly on one ‘side’ 
or the other, but the majority don’t seem to 
express a preference. When it comes to peatfree 
multipurpose compost the numbers are on the 
side of peatcontaining material, probably because 
it is cheaper. However, we are looking into buying 
peatfree in larger quantities than previously in the 
hope that we can get a reduction in the price; this 
would then show if price was a big factor in 
people’s choices. It would be useful if we could get 
some feedback from members so that we can 
determine a quantity to order. 
We have other potting composts, but most people 
don’t seem to be aware that the John Innes recipe 
contains peat, although some manufacturers may 
be using peat substitutes. Ericaceous compost, 
because of its acidic properties probably contains 
a large proportion of peat. 
The Trading Post is situated in the Old Station 
Buildings on Station Road and is open every 
Saturday from 9.30 to 12 noon. 
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The Bungalow,  
Weston Road,  
White Gritt, 
Minsterley, 
Shrewsbury, SY5 0JJ 

Phone: 07815 801 871 
Fax: 01588 650 386 
johnbebb@hotmail.co.uk 
johnbebbconstruction.co.uk

LL OGSOGS  F F OROR  S S ALEALE

Free delivery on bags 
within 10 miles.  

Nets for collection.

Bulk Bag & Net Suppliers

Phone: 07815 801 871 
Fax: 01588 650 386 
greenacreslogs@hotmail.com

Order your bag (or multiple bags), fill them with 
your waste and leave them in a vehicle 

accessible place, call us and we will collect. 

CHEAPER & EASIER THAN A SKIP!

£72 Inc VAT for bag & collection. Discounts on 
multiple bags from the same address at the 

same time

JJOHNOHN  W. F. B W. F. BEBBEBB  
SMALL TOOL & PLANT HIRE 

07815 801 871 

Phone for details on all Tools & Plant.  
Delivery available.

Mini Digger £50 

High Lift Dumper £40 

Magic Screed £40 

Bull Float £30 

Wacker Plate £30 

Stihl Saw from £25 

Pointing Guns £10 

Grinders from £15 

Welder/Generator £50 

Trailer Hire from £15 

And much more!

Danny Bebb 

The Bungalow,  
Weston Road,  
White Gritt, 
Minsterley, 
Shrewsbury, SY5 0JJ 

Phone: 07815 801 871 

Fax: 01588 650 386 

Email: 

johnbebb@hotmail.co.uk

building, civil Engineering & Surfacing contractor

JOHN W.F. BEBB
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Welcome to a brief overview of DOG First Aid in Minsterley 

 
An event to give you the basic skills should your pampered 

pooch ever need treatment 
The event is being sponsored and presented by 

Natalie Morris BVSc MRCVS – Director of Malthouse 
Veternary Group of Minsterley 

I am sure this will be an informative event. 
Also present will be 

Lee Pogson of the Dogs Trust in Shrewsbury 
 who will give an overview of the vital work that they do 

there in the care for animals. 
Minsterley Parish Hall 

Plox Green Road, Minsterley SY5 0HS 
Presentation starts at 1.15pm, Saturday 18th April  

Admission £1.00 (50p children and seniors) all proceeds going to  
the Dogs Trust 

Please advise if you wish to attend via: 
minsterleydogaid@gmail.com  

or contact Paul Bradbury 07947 600430 
PLEASE DO NOT BRING YOUR OWN PETS THANK YOU 

!!
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Felt Picture making with Maxine Smith    
Landscape with sheep.                      

Friday 12th June 10.30am – 1.30pm 

Create a framed felt picture using felting 
techniques and stitching. 

£35  

Watercolour Painting with Phil Petford 

Thursday 23rd April           Thursday 25th June   
Thursday 23rd July            Thursday 20th August  
Thursday 24th September  

All 10am–12 and 1-3pm. 

£45 per day, £25 per half day -You can attend as 
many sessions as you like, or all 5 to develop and 
build on your skills. Materials provided or bring 
your own. 

Needle Felting with The Prolific Crafter              

Thursday 11th June 10.30am – 1pm 

In this workshop you will use needle felting to 
create a pony brooch. 

£20 

“A voice as 
thick and 

soft as fur” 

Sarah’s second 
visit to our 

 Village Hall. 
Don’t miss it!

Snailbeach Village Hall 

Friday, 22nd May 
7:30pm (Doors 7pm) 

Tel: 01743 791327 @ Stiperstones Inn 
Tickets £10 advance / £12 door  

CANCELL
ED 

CANCELL
ED 

CANCELL
ED 
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Telephone: 01743 791 208 

Email Address: john@minsterleymotors.co.uk 

Website: www.minsterleymotors.co.uk

552/553 Bishops Castle to Shrewsbury

552/553 Shrewsbury to Bishops Castle
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Minsterley Motors is  a  family run business 
and has been an established part of the Shropshire 
scene for many years. If it is a friendly and  
e f f icient service you are looking for, you need not 
look any further than Minsterley Motors.  
We will be delighted to provide you with a 
comprehensive quotation at guaranteed prices for 
all types of coach hire and coach travel and for any 
size of group. Call 01743 791 208

552/553 Bishops Castle to Shrewsbury

552/553 Shrewsbury to Bishops Castle

Telephone: 01743 791 208 

Email Address: john@minsterleymotors.co.uk 

Website: www.minsterleymotors.co.uk

 
We are sorry but we have had to cancel all 

trips from now until July at the earliest. 
July 

Stratford River Festival  
Saturday 4th - £21.00 

Quarry Bank National Trust  
Friday 10th Member £21.50 
Emmerdale Studio Tour –  

Saturday 18th  - £62.00 
Hereford Chase & Distillery Tour  

Wednesday 22nd  - £43.00 
August 

Bristol International Balloon Fiesta –  
Saturday 8th - £28.00 

York  
Saturday 22nd - £31.50 

Blackpool with Afternoon Tea in the 
 Tower Ballroom   

Thursday 27th - £45.00 
September 

Shugborough Hall & Gardens  
 Tuesday 1st - £15 

Chatsworth Country Fair  
Saturday 5th - £42 

Southport Air Show  
Saturday 12th - £22 
Lake Windermere 

Tuesday 15th  - £40.50 
Buzzards Valley Vineyard Tour & Buffet Meal  

Wednesday 23rd - £36 
Malvern Autumn Show  

 Saturday 26th - £40 



 

Church services in the Stiperstones Group 
during the Coronavirus pandemic 

 
Dear friends 
As you may be already aware, on 17th March the Archbishop of Canterbury made the difficult 
decision that no public acts of worship should take place in Church of England churches until further 
notice.  This means there will be no Sunday services in the Stiperstones Group of churches: St Mary 
Habberley, Holy Trinity Minsterley, St Luke Snailbeach, All Saints Shelve and Holy Trinity Hope.  Those 
churches which are open on a daily basis (St Mary Habberley, St Luke Snailbeach and All Saints Shelve) 
will remain open, so that they are available for private reflection and prayer. The same will apply to Holy 
Trinity Minsterley once the refurbishment work is completed. 
I will be maintaining a daily routine of Morning Prayer, Evening Prayer and Compline and praying for all 
our churches, congregations and the wider community.  Please do email me if there is anyone, or a 
situation, you would like praying for, or if anyone would like a telephone call from me or Rvd Pam. 
At present funerals and weddings are still going ahead, although there are likely to be restrictions on the 
number of those attending. 
Thank you for your support during these difficult times.  This is a time when we are all called to ‘love our 
neighbour as ourelf,’ and to look out for those people who may be struggling or feeling very isolated. 
Even if we cannot visit, we can still telephone people. Finally, may I may I encourage everyone to pray 
daily for our churches, congregations and communities. 
Please be assured of my prayers for you all at this difficult time. 
With all blessings 
Giles 
Rvd Giles Tulk 

Rector of the Stiperstones Group & Rural Dean of Pontesbury Deanery 
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Quaker Meetings 
 Shrewsbury Quaker Meeting House 

Corporation Lane, Coton Hill, 
Shrewsbury, SY1 2NU 
10.30 am every Sunday 

Clun Valley Quaker Meeting 
The Community Centre 

Grange Road, Bishop’s Castle  
10.30 am every Sunday, except 1st Sunday of 

month Hazelhurst Community Centre, Hazelhurst 
Close, Clun SY7 8LQ

Baptist Services 
 
 

We regret that all Methodist worship services 
across the country are cancelled. However we 
continue to be a community of faith in different 
ways such as a local community phone in 
worship/prayer service. If you are feeling isolated 
or anxious or require some resources for 
groceries for those who don’t have the internet, 
or wish to know about the ring in prayers, please 
ring Rev. MacNeill Cooper at  01743 791 267 or 
visit our Facebook Rea Valley Methodist 
Churches. May these challenges become 
blessings.   
Stay safe and healthy and if you yourself are 
feeling anxious or worried, give me a ring for a 
light hearted conversation or perhaps a story. I’ve 
got lots of those!  
Yours in Fellowship,  
Revd. Shalome MacNeill Cooper B.A.,B.Th, 
M.Div  
Presbyter for  
Rea Valley Methodist Churches  
Asterley, Vron Gate, Worthen, Pontesbury, 
Wattlesborough 
Minsterley, Snailbeach, and, Stiperstones  
 

Sunday services: 10.30 am & 3.00 pm 
Prayer Meeting/Bible Study 

Wednesdays 7.15 pm 
Held in the School Room, Snailbeach 
Elder: Mr. Joe Evans 01743 790 979 

All are welcome!
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Your Safer Neighbourhood Team are: 

PC3331 Stuart Coote 
PCSO 6160 Shaun Culliss 

PCSO 40387 Calvin Brown  
 Local Police Team: 

01743 264777 

(Not to be used for reporting crime, incidents or emergencies) 

  Useful Numbers 
 

Shrewsbury Hospital 
01743 261 000 

 
Forestry England  

 Sara Pearce 
0300 067 6977 

 
NHS (formerly Shropdoc) 

111 
 

Pontesbury Medical  
01743 790 325 

 
Worthen Medical 

01743 891 401 
 

Pontesbury Chemist 
01743 790 273 

 
Police 

0300 333 3000 
 

Severn Trent Water 
0800 783 4444 

 
Western Power 
0800 328 1111 

 
BT 

0800 023 2023 
 

Stiperstones School 
01743 791 207 

 
Minsterley Motors 

01743 791 208 
 

Councillor H Kidd 
01938 561 651 

 
Philip Dunne MP 

01584 872 187 
 

Village Hall Bookings 
01743 790049 

 
Stiperstones Oil Coordinator 

01743 792 204 
 

Snailbeach District News 
01743 790 049 

 
Stiperstones Stores 

01743 790 594 
 

Stiperstones Inn 
01743 791 327

Waste Collection Schedule

Mobile Post Office Opening Times 
the Post Office now operates in the back room of the Stiperstones Inn 

12:15 to 2:15. Every Tuesday 
Post Office telephone number: 

08457 223344 (central customer services) 
 

Stiperstones Stores opening times 
approximately 9.00am - 5.30pm daily 

tel: 01743 790594

April

Tues 7th Wed 15th Tues 21st Tues 28th Tues 5th

Green Black Green Black Green

Evening all...

LIVESTOCK WORRYING  
We are now coming into the lambing season where historically it has 
coincided with increased reports of livestock being worried by dogs.  
It is an offence to allow a dog to worry sheep. Worrying includes attacking or 
chasing sheep and farmers are legally entitled to shoot dogs if they are 
endangering their sheep. Chasing by dogs can do serious damage to sheep, 
even if the dog doesn’t catch them. The stress of worrying by dogs can cause 
sheep to die and pregnant ewes to miscarry their lambs. 
Dog owners, either living locally or simply visiting the countryside for a walk, 
have a responsibility to keep their dogs under control at all times. It is vital 
that dogs are kept on the lead around livestock, even if they can usually be 
trusted to come to call.  If living in or near a farming area, please make sure 
that the dog is secure and cannot escape from the property. 

CRIME STATS 
 

Please note not all crimes are recorded below due to the nature or on going investigations.  
There were 165 incidents recorded for the area between 14th February – 15th March 2020 

 
 

CRIME/INCIDENTS TO NOTE REPORTED  
CHIRBURY, WORTHEN, HOPE, SHELVE & STIPERSTONES 

14th February – 15th March 2020 
CRIME REPORTED DETAILS LOCATION NOTES 

Burglary  Honda 420 quad bike stolen 
from farm outbuildings 

The Bog  Between 21:00 – 23:00 13th 
March  

Burglary  2x Lapierre Edge mountain 
bikes stolen from insecure 

outbuilding 

Hemford  Between 10:00 – 13:00 5th 
March  

Burglary  Garage broken into and 
power tools targeted  

Hemford  Between 10:00 – 13:00 5th 
March  

Theft  Heating oil  Rorrington Around 29th February  
Theft  Heating oil  Bromlow  During mid February 

Assault   Bromlow   

May
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REGULAR 
ACTIVITIES 

 
S t i p e rs t o n e s  B ra s s  

Re h e a rs a l s  
Snailbeach Village Hall 

Mondays 7.45pm 
Term times only 

 
Knitter Natter 

Stiperstones Inn 
Tuesdays from 10.00am 

 
Yoga 

Snailbeach Village Hall 
Tuesdays 10.00am 

 
Iyengar Yoga 

Snailbeach Village Hall 
Tuesdays 7.00pm 

 
Snailbeach & Stiperstones Baby 

& Toddler Group 
Thursdays 10am ‐12am 

Stiperstones School 
 

Ballroom Dancing 
Snailbeach Village Hall 

1st & 3rd Thursdays 
From 7.30pm 

Beginners call 01743 790308 
 

Snailbeach WI 
Snailbeach Village Hall 
2nd Thursday ‐ 7.30pm 

 
Fit Club 

Stiperstones School Playground 
Every Sunday 9am 

Aerobics Village Hall 
6 ‐7 Wednesdays 80’s aerobics 

 
Kids Football Training 

Snailbeach Football Club 
Thursday 6.30pm ‐7.30pm 
Easter – October excluding 

school holidays

Snailbeach Village Hall Booking Fees 
To book the Village Hall please contact Maria Marks on 

01743 790 049

Usage Normal rate Village Hall 
Supporter Scheme 

Community groups/activities 
 (per session of up to 4 hours day or 6 

hours evening)
£20.00 £12.50

Private hire for meetings as above £32.50 £20.00

Children’s Party £32.50 £20.00

Funeral Tea £32.50 £20.00

Hire of hall with catering facilities £40.00 £25.00

Full Day Hire without bar facilities £60.00 £30.00

Hire of hall with full bar facilities. £90.00 £60.00

Commercial and corporate events  
 hire of the hall.

£150 full day 
£100 half day N/A

Government bodies £250.00 N/A

Answers to puzZles & posers from page 17

1) It was Mr. Terminus' clear intention to give his son twice as much 
as his wife, or his daughter half as much as his wife. Therefore, the 
son would get 4/7, the mother, 2/7, and the daughter, 1/7. 
2) Twenty seven. If eight were left, it would represent 2/3rds of the 
amount Jack found. Therefore, Lance left 12, and if 12 represented 
2/3rds of the amount Lance found, then he found 18. Since 18 
represents 2/3rds of the original amount, there must have been 27 
originally. 
3) You would have to wait 90 minutes between 12:15 and 1:45. 
Once you heard seven single chimes, you would know that the next 
chime would be two chimes for 2 o'clock. 
4) Since none of the men are wearing the colour of suit that 
corresponds to their names, and Mr. Red was replying to the man in 
the blue suit, it had to be Mr. Green to whom he replied. We then 
know that Mr. Green is wearing a blue suit. Therefore, Mr. Red is 
wearing a green suit and Mr. Blue is wearing a red suit.  
5) Suzie is 12. 

The SDN is carrying on!

CANCELLED

CANCELLED

CANCELLED
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