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All our usual features PLUS:

Rather than my usual ramblings I’ve published this 
for Christmas instead. A piece by journalist David 
Judson. “Peace on earth, goodwill to men”:  
As a holiday to be celebrated around the 
world towards the end of this month, 
Christmas is certainly overwrought. But put aside the trappings and 
the appeals to consume, I still like the essential message that will find 
its place in many a service this Christmas: “Peace on Earth, goodwill 
toward men.” 
Like everything else associated with this holiday, the traditional 
ovation has its detractors. In the original Latin, “et in terra pax 
hominibus, bonae voluntatis,” the last noun is not necessarily 
masculine. But some still see sexism. There is also a debate about how 
this was translated from the Bible’s Book of Luke, first written in 
Greek. 
Christmas is, and always will be, a controversial workinprogress. But 
still this Christmas, the holiday of lights, trees and gifts will be 
celebrated by billions. Perhaps by more nonChristians than those 
whose prophet was born two millennia ago. 
In Japan, some 54 percent of the population celebrates Christmas 
although less than 2 percent of the population is Christian. It’s a major 
deal in Mumbai and other major Indian cities, somehow seamlessly 
blending in with the many deities of that complex nation. 
While some nonChristians lament the rise of this “Christian” event in 
their lands, it’s worth remembering that many a serious Christian has 
condemned the holiday, too. For them the problem is that the 
particular date allegedly got its start as the putative birthday of a 
Roman god. Whether this was “Invictus,” or “Sol,” or “Mithras” is 
another debate. There is also a case made that December 25th got its 
start honouring the birth of a provincial Syrian deity. There is also the 
matter that “Mithras” was not Roman but a Persian god, the deity of 
the mysterious religion “Mithraism.” The religion disappeared in the 
fourth century, not long after St. Nicholas, the “Bishop of Myra,” was 
getting busy with the good works that led to his canonization and who 
eventually became “Santa Claus” 
Before he became Pope Benedict XVI, thenCardinal Joseph Ratzinger, 
weighed into this perilous discussion. He concluded that the sacred 
date has nothing to do with Romans, Persians or Syrian provinces. No, 
he argued, the date of December 25th was determined by calculating 
nine months beyond March 25th, regarded as the day of Jesus’ 
conception which is celebrated by the Feast of the Annunciation. 
I’ll leave it at that. Yes, Christmas is a holiday that provokes some 
ambivalence. But whatever this holiday’s origins, however it was 
carried down, and however you acknowledge it, there can be no 
ambivalence about one traditional paean to Christmas: 

“Peace on Earth, goodwill toward men.”
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More on climate change 
It would appear that our articles discussing 
climate change from, amongst others, Liz Knowles, 
Philip Dunne MP and Simon Cooter over the last 
few months have been well received locally with 
many people telling me just how pleased they are 
that the SDN is giving this globally important topic 
the oxygen of publicity that it so dearly needs.  
We recently received the following letter from 
Lorraine Gawlik that suggests action at a very local 
level: 
“How timely that Liz Knowles should raise our local 
awareness about the catastrophic effects of the 
climate and ecological breakdown. (SDN October 
2019). It is not something we can ignore and it is 
not going to go away. 
Humans have caused irreversible climate change. 
Whilst most of us are trying our hardest to 
minimise our carbon footprint by recycling, 
reducing our meat consumption, upgrading our 
homes with extra insulation, using the bus instead 
of the car etc., what we do, whilst highly 
commendable, will never be enough to achieve the 
target of limiting warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius 
by 2050. This can only be done by halving carbon 
emissions by 2030 and achieving near zero net 
emissions by 2050. (From the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change Report October 2018). 
We need, not only our governments to declare 
climate emergencies and to urgently implement 
policies to this end but also our local authorities 
and town and parish councils. Thankfully 
Shropshire Council is one of those who have so 
declared but our own parish council, Worthen with 
Shelve, also has a duty to declare a climate 
emergency, develop a strategy to limit the 
negative impacts of climate breakdown and take 
steps to plan towards becoming carbon neutral by 
2030 as other town and parish councils have done 
including Shrewsbury, Bishop’s Castle, Clun with 
Chapel Lawn, Kington, Knighton, Leominster 
Ludlow, Oswestry, and Clunbury.  
We are inviting local supporters to meet together 
as an ad hoc group to primarily develop a 
resolution to present to Worthen with Shelve 
Parish Council and to discuss together how to  
carry this forward with them as they plan a 
strategy. Who will help save our precious planet? 
Contact Lorraine Gawlik  
01743 791178  
email: lolgawlik52@gmail.com “ 

 
 
 Newsbrief

snailbeachdistrictnews.co.uk 
for latest updates from  
Shropshire Council

Attention! 
Please remember that the SDN 

does not publish a January edition. 
Our next edition will be in 

February 2020. Our deadline for 
arranged submissions will be 

January 20th. Unsolicited 
submissions will be dealt with on a 
‘first come, first served’ basis, so get 
your copy in as soon as you can to 

avoid disappointment! Thanks.

St. Luke 
Memory Tree 

There will be a memory 
tree placed in St.Luke’s 
Church, Snailbeach at 
the beginning of 

December 2019 for anyone who wishes to 
remember a loved one at this festive time of 
year.  
A donation of five pounds will secure you a 
‘memory wish’. 
All monies raised will be for St.Luke’s 
Snailbeach, together with a donation to the 
SDN. 
St. Luke’s wishes everyone a very happy 
Christmas. 

John’s shop 
We’ve received some disturbing news from John 
the shop: 
“In the early hours of Oct 26th at 01.15 two cars 
pulled up outside my shop; one light in colour, 
possibly silver or white and probably a Ford Focus, 
the other dark and resembling a Renault Megane. 
Two large young men, all prepared in ‘hoodies’ 
and gloves, loaded 10 bags of coal, 8 bags of logs, 
2 cases of Coke Zero and 2 pumpkins into the 2 
cars and drove away without leaving any 
payment. 
One of the young men was wearing a red check 
shirt, the other revealed a large ‘bum crack’ when 
he bent down. 
I was away for the weekend, probably a 
coincidence, but not for sure. Anyone with any 
ideas please let me know.  
John the shop.”  
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PHIL GRIFFITHS 
Local Plumber 

 

 

 
Tap Replacement and Plumbing 

Repairs Undertaken 
 

New Taps Supplied and Fitted 
Home Choose Service 

 
Established 35 years 

Prompt and Professional 
Pontesbury based 

 
Tel: 01743 790046 

 
Mobile: 07970 010148 

Harry Coyle 
Landscaping 

Lawns, Hedges, Hardscaping, Decking,  
Slabs & Fencing 

hcoyle@live.co.uk 
Mob1. 07484 205 925 
Mob2. 07866 007 428

HOPE VALLEY RADIO 
01743 791 379 
07811 449 039 

* 
TWO WAY RADIO SALES & HIRE 

TV AERIALS 
SATELLITE DISHES 

CCTV SYSTEMS 
REPAIRS 

SUPPLIED AND INSTALLED

3, STATION ROAD 
MINSTERLEY

A VERY MERRY 
CHRISTMAS 

FROM 
JENNY, STACEY & 

MICHELLE 

TUESDAY - 9 TO 3  
(BARBER 2 TO 8 - WALK IN SERVICE) 

WEDNESDAY - 9 TO 4 
THURSDAY - 9 TO 9 

FRIDAY - 9 TO 5 
SATURDAY - BY APPOINTMENT

Telephone: 
 01743 792 548 

 for an appointment - or just drop in!
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Merry 
Christmas & 

Happy New Year 

from Doug and 

Margaret Boulter 

Christmas Wishes to all family, friends and neighbours from Joan & George Evans
Derek & Corinne 

wish all our friends and 

neighbours a very 

Happy Christmas and 

a Healthy New Year

Carol & 

Graham McMillan 

would like to wish 

family, friends and 

neighbours a 

Happy Christmas 

and a Healthy 

New Year. Instead 

of sending 

Christmas cards 

we have made a 

donation to the 

Severn Hospice

Wishing all family 

and friends and 

readers of the SDN a 

very Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year. 

We are donating to 

Severn Hospice instead 

of sending cards 

Marie and Colin 

Edwards 

Merry Christmas and a 

very happy New Year to all our 

friends and neighbours Mike 

and Audrey Pugh xx

Sue, Nigel 

and Tom wish all 

of our villagers 

a Happy 

Christmas and a 

Prosperous New 

Year

Pam and John Davies wish all friends 

and neighbours a Very Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year

Geoff and 

Sue Sproson send 

all readers of the 

SDN very special 

Christmas 

Greetings

Ron and 

Julie wish
 you all 

Seasons 

Greetin
gs a

nd th
e 

best f
or th

e New 

Year.

Phil & Lara from the Stiperstones 
Inn wish you all a Very Merry Christmas

A. M. 
Batchelor - 

Builders Ltd 
send Seasonal 
Greetings to 
you all. Best 

wishes, Andy 
and Dawn

I would like to wish friends, neighbours and the community a Merry Christmas and a Healthy, Happy New Year. I will be making a donation to the Hospice instead of sending Christmas cards this year. Wendy Whitelaw

The Corfield family wish 

all our friends and family a 

very merry Christmas and a 

happy new year. Once again 

we shall be donating to 

charities rather than sending 

cards.
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Snailbeach  
District News 
Advertising rates 

Effective from August 2019 

Per annum - (Yes, this is the yearly cost!) 

Eighth page - £25  

Quarter page - £35 

Half page - £70 

Full page - £130 

Circulation: 

350 hard copies delivered to local households 

businesses, restaurants and pubs. - FREE.  

10 x monthly editions per year 

No publication in January or August. 

Advertising year starts in August. 

Download the SDN: 

 www.snailbeachdistrictnews.co.uk 

 
Please contact John Gorman at:- 

sdn@secretary.net 

07732 805486 

Lewis Wealth Management Limited, 
St. James’s House, Anchorage Avenue, 
Shrewsbury SY2 6FG
Office:    01743 444 700
Mobile:   07967 430 392
Email:      Neil.Lewis @ sjpp.co.uk
Web:     lewiswealthmanagement.co.uk

With over 30 years’ experience, we offer friendly
professional advice on a wide range of financial 
services. 

Lewis Wealth Management Ltd is an Appointed Representative of and represents only 
St. James’s Place Wealth Management plc (which is authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority) for the purpose of advising solely on the Group’s wealth 
management products and services, more details of which are set out on the Group’s 
website www.sjp.co.uk/products.

and our best wishes for a 
prosperous and secure New Year 
to all our clients. 

Merry
Christmas
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Crocodiles in the prehistoric Sahara galloped 
and ate dinosaurs. 

In the Philippines, it’s a crime to annoy or 
irritate someone. 

In Lincolnshire in 1347 Letitia Bat was accused 
of fornification with Roger Sweatinbed. 

39% of the fresh water in the US is used to cool 
power stations. 

The surname Disney was originally D’Isney and 
meant someone who came from Isigny in 
Normandy. 

An attaccabottoni is Italianfor someone who 
only talks about themself. 

Shakespeare killed two of his characters by 
baking them into a pie. 

Italy holds an annual HideandSeek world 
championship. 

1 in 4 Americans don’t know which country the 
US declared independence from. 

The consumption of gin in 18thcentury England 
was 25 times higher than it is today. 

More people in Britain work in the sandwich 
industry than in agriculture. 

In medieval Scotland, the national drink was 
claret. 

Crows can count up to six.

Newsletter Donations  

Many thanks to those who sent us 
donations over the last month 

If you wish to donate 
anonymously by direct bank transfer our 

details are: 
Sort code: 09-01-54 
A/C no: 05629702 

Otherwise donations can be left with 
Phil or Lara at  

the Stiperstones Inn  
or with Patrick at 5, Lower Works, 

SY5 0NY 
Help us  to  stay a  free,  secular  and 

independent publication serving the local 
community. 
Thank you.  

Sudoku:  
A puzzle in which players insert the numbers one 
to nine into a grid consisting of nine squares 
subdivided into a further nine smaller squares in 
such a way that every number appears once in 
each horizontal line, vertical line, and square. 

By popular demand we now give you 

SUDOKU 

OK. So let’s try some VERY hard ones for 
Christmas. Two here from my ‘very hard’ 

shelf. Good luck!

Trips with Anne - 2019 

6th December - Hereford Cathedral and 
Christmas Market 
20th December - Mystery trip. Incl. 3 course 
meal and entertainment. 

Contact Anne on 07966 459806
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For all your domestic electrical 
installation and property maintenance

VPJ Electrics & Property Services

Contact Paul Jones 

Tel: 07976 909 434 

Email: vpjones40@gmail.com 
 

“No job too small” 
Free estimates

PLOuGh GaraGE Jack EvaNS & SONS 
EStabLIShEd 1919

Chapel Street, Pontesbury, SY5 0RJ

SERVICING & MOT’S 
TYRES & EXHAUSTS 
BATTERIES 
AIR CONDITIONING

Tel: 01743 790 270 

Web: www.ploughgarage.co.uk 

Email: ploughgarage@btconnect.com

Window Cleaning
AB

Window Cleaning

Tel. 01743 792261
Mob.  07983 619325

E-mail. adrian.beesty@sky.com
Windows   |   Conservatories   |   Reach and Wash System and Traditional   |   Gutter Cleaning

Domestic and Commercial   |   Free No Obligation Quotations

MX  
REMOVALS

07887 804934
HOUSE REMOVALS 

HOUSE CLEARANCES 
RUBBISH REMOVED 

SINGLE ITEMS 
FREE QUOTES 

FULLY INSURED 

SHROPSHIRE

ANYWHERE - ANYTIME

The Flower Shop
3, Station Road, Minsterley 

Tel: 01743 791 860 
Email: 

theflower.shop@aol.com

Fresh Flowers, Plants, Greetings 
Cards, 

Wrapping Paper, Helium Balloons, 
and  

Much More

Fit after forty with Sal presents 
* Wednesdays 6 - 7 pm, 80’s style aerobics 
Cardio, strengthening and flexibility to the tunes 
you know and love 
* Fridays 9.15 - 10.15 Mereside pop up Fit club 
Mereside community centre play area 
* Sundays 9 - 10 am Stiperstones Fit club at school 
playground 
* Circuits, cardio blast, strengthening and toning 
in the great outdoors in a fun and friendly group 

All sessions £6 
Tel: 01743 792993 or find me on Facebook
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Chairman’s report 
from 

Ray Harper
What’s on  

December 5th  8th 
Festival of Christmas trees 

St. George’s Church, Pontesbury 
Thursday to Saturday 10am  4pm 

Sunday 12 noon  4pm 
Christingle service at 4.30pm 

Admission £2 children under 14 free 
 

Saturday 7th December 
Minsterley Parish Hall 

11am  2.30pm 
Christmas Fayre 

Father Christmas arrives at 11.15am 
For Holy Triniy Church Minsterley with 

St Luke’s Snailbeach. 
 

Saturday 7th December 
Hope Village Hall 

10am  12 noon 
Christmas coffee morning 
In aid of Hospice at Home 

 
Sunday 8th December 
Snailbeach Brass Band 

Snailbeach Village Hall 
3.00pm to 4.30pm 

Seasonal music and carols 
Mince pies and mulled wine! 

 
Sunday 8th December 

Blakemoorgate cottages  
with Natural England 
Christmas wreath making 

stiperstones.events@naturalengland.org.uk 
 

Wednesday 11th December 
St. John’s Church, Bishops’s Castle 

The Marches Choir together with  
The Marches Brass Quartet present  

“Big Christmas Sing” 
An evening of carols and Christmas 

music 
7.00pm start. Tickets £8,  

Call 01588 650 448 
 

Tuesday 24th December 
Stiperstones Inn 

Christmas Eve carol service 
8pm start. 

Download the Snailbeach District News in full colour from 

www.snailbeachdistrictnews.co.uk 
together with all the latest news from Shropshire Council

Our Annual General Meeting took place earlier this month 
and, as I am writing this report, you will have realised that I 
am still the chairman. Pam Bickley remains secretary and 
Maria Marks is the treasurer. The majority of the committee 
are also continuing but we were sad to receive resignations 
from Rosa McCombe and Jerry Hughes. I would like to thank 
them both for the time and help given and hope that leaving 
the committee does not mean we will not see them at 
future events, perhaps even as volunteers. On the other 
hand I would like to welcome Anita Evans and Michelle Croy 
to the committee and look forward to working with them 
over the next year.    
Throughout the year it has been pleasing to see the Hall 
being used regularly and constantly. It has been used for 
fund raising activities and, more importantly, as a centre for 
community life, providing facilities for regular leisure 
activities, family parties and entertainment.   
A lot of the committee’s efforts during the year were 
directed at the play area with fund raising, grant 
applications and working parties all culminating in the new 
train, fencing and the extremely bright and exciting 
paintwork. The working parties in particular were great fun 
and a tremendous feeling of community was evident. I 
would like to thank everyone for their input and in particular 
Anita Evans who, while only coopted onto the committee 
specifically for the play area, put a lot of her time and effort 
into the project. In order that the Play Area remains high on 
the agenda and that future efforts are to progress (not just 
catch up) a new Play Area subcommittee is to be set up. 
While regular maintenance and redecoration has taken 
place during the year we have not undertaken any major 
projects to enhance the actual building. We agreed earlier in 
the year that maintenance and upkeep would be our major 
financial priority in 2018/19 and we have fulfilled that 
intention but as a result we have not undertaken any major 
projects to improve the actual building. It is now our 
intention to return our thoughts to some of the more design 
related items on the list of things to do and to make the 
Village Hall even more attractive to potential users. 
This is, of course, the last report of this calendar year so 
with a reminder of the Christmas Fayre on 30th November 
and the Seasonal Music with the Band on 8th December. 
I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy and 
Prosperous New Year.    
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Balti Spice 

 
Bangladesh Restaurant & Takeaway

the Old bake house, brookside, Pontesbury. 
 SY5 0QF 

Tel: 01743 791 848 
Open every evening 

5.30 pm to 11.00 pm 
15% off all collected takeaway orders over £12 

Free home delivery within a 3 mile radius 
Sunday & Wednesday night specials  

4 course meal - £10.95 
Papadoms, Starter, Main Course, Rice or Nan 

(Eat in only. Excludes seafood and duck dishes) 

Fully Licensed

Hardware & software support
Troubleshooting, repairs & upgrades

Custom set up of: Laptops, PC’s & Tablets 
WiFi and cabled Network configuration

Broadband and internet issues
Malware & Virus removal

Security software setup
File rescue / data recovery

Printer issues
Backup solutions

Mobile service to your door
Remote support

Friendly local IT support for home & small businesses: South Shropshire area

Setting up a PC out of the box can be challenging, it often ends up in 
confusion resulting in a machine that is a pain to use. The 
manufacturers don’t make it any easier, bombarding the user with 
multiple choices and unnecessary software.

By enabling easy access to the things that you like and frequently use 
and by placing the things that you don’t need or use out of the way, we 
can provide you with a system that is secure, simple to operate and 
customised to your specific needs.

Contact:   Rob
Tel:           01588-650567
Mobile:     07765-240718
Email:       robwestonnet@aol.com

We can resolve most issues quickly and conveniently at your location



FFeessttiivvee  FFrriieennddss  22001199  
Christmas Day with friends 

If you were dreading spending Christmas Day on your own, don’t worry:  Festive Friends is 
again offering a warm invitation to people of all ages who live alone and would like to 

share Christmas Day with others.  There will be a full Christmas lunch (either turkey or de-
licious vegan nut roast), plus some light entertainment. Most importantly we can guarantee 
there will be a warm, friendly atmosphere.  And it all happens at the Church Barn, Bishop’s 

Castle, starting at 11.30 am and finishing about 3pm. 
*** 

For those who do not have transport our volunteer Friends will be happy to offer lifts, 
(within a reasonable distance from Bishop’s Castle). 

*** 
Please don’t feel that you have to be on your own on Christmas Day – we really hope you 

will come and join us for lunch. 
*** 

Booking is essential – telephone:  01588 630409
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The Devil’s Chair 
Dawdle or Dash 
is with us again. 
Cold hands, wet 
feet, hot soup 
and all the mates 
you haven’t seen 
since last year. 
Bring your 
partner, your 
children, your 
dog or your fitbit 
and remember: 
Come early and car share if you can’t reach 
us on foot. Dress warmly in good shoes or 
boots – wellies are treacherous on slippy 
rocks and ice. Keep dogs on a tight lead and 
always watch for fast descending runners. 
Online entries will be available from 
December 1st – fill in the form and pay on the 
day – a bit less queuing we hope. 

www.sproson.com 

Not Dawdling or 
Dashing this 
year? Then can 
you spare some 
time to help 
organisers John 
and Geoff 
Sproson? They 
need sandwich 
spreaders, soup 
servers, car 
parkers and 
entry recorders. 

They are SHORT of marshals at the summit 
and there is nowhere better to experience 
the Dawdle than on the Devil’s Chair itself, 
talk to Andy or Emma Coyle to find out more. 
Please call John on 01743 790 594 or Geoff 
on 01743 791 999 

Start 11.00 pm, the Stiperstones Inn, 
Wednesday 26th December. 

Good luck!  

Dawdle  or   DD aa ss hh   
Are we too old - no we are not! 
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Nipstone Campsite
The Bog, SY5 0NJ 

Tel: 01743 792 073 
Email: 

timrm@mail.com
Small Friendly Campsite for tents, located 200 

yards off The Shropshire Way. Facilities include  
toilets and hot & cold water. Campfires are 
permitted and firewood is available to buy. 

Dogs & Children Welcome. 
£6 per person per night. Under 5’s free.

S & D Garden Services 

Gardener Handymen 

If you need help with your garden, look no 

further!
 

Contact Darrell - 07340 716 311 

or Steve - 07799 468 898 

 

Lawn Mowing, Hedge Cutting and 

 General Garden Maintenance

We sell: Local & Exotic Meat, Game, Pies, 
Fruit, Veg, Cakes, Bread, Milk, Cheese, Tinned 

Goods, Cereals, Tea, Coffee, Sugar, Biscuits, 
Crackers, Crisps, Sauces, Jams & Pickles.

BBQ pack 1 £25.99 
4 Handmade Burgers 

4 Chicken Fillets 
4 Pork Steaks 

4 Sirloin Steaks 
Family Pack - 

£24.99 
400g Lean Diced 

Beef 
400g Mince Steak 

4 Handmade Burger 
1.5 kg Gammon 

Joint 
1 Large Chicken 

Gym Pack - £24.99 
6 Chicken Fillets 

6 Pork Steaks 
2 Sirloin Steaks 
500g Dry Cure 

Bacon 
 

Roast Pack - £29.99 
1kg Local Topside 

1kg Local Pork Joint 
1kg Gammon Joint 
2kg Large Chicken 

 

MSH Electrical Services 
All types of electrical work 

PAT Testing, LED Lighting 
Central Heating Systems 

Free Quotes 
35 Years Experience 

Mike Hockly 
Mob. 07961 278 028 
Tel. 01743 891 610 

email: hockly342@btinternet.com

T P Hockly 
Building Contractor 

Timber Framed Buildings & Extensions, 

Brickwork & Plastering 

Driveways, General Building Work & 

Building Maintenance 

Call Tim on: 01743 791 114 

Mobile: 07814 498 524

rESPONSIbLE dISPOSaL aNd 
rEMOvaL OF uNWaNtEd bEE aNd 

WaSP NEStS 
reasonable rates 

 
 
 
 
 
 
call tim hockly 07814 498 524



An old 
man’s 
fancy... 
 

With the nights drawing in an old man’s fancy 
lightly turns to …..? 
Sadly for this old man it has been computer 
games. All through the summer the games folder 
on my ipad remains tightly closed. Apart from a 
few forays into fantasy football and cycling, I can 
abstain from the delights of 2048 and Hayday.  A 
miserable and wet November has changed all 
that. 
I doubt that many of our tablet or iPad 
readership have kept their devices free of such 
follies. Those of you restricted to PCs or Macs 
may have only tasted a diet of ‘Solitaire’ and 
‘Hearts’.  here is a download for such machines 
called ‘Bluestacks’ which allows access to the 
wealth of free games available for iPpad or 
tablet. 
Most of these games are free in the first instance 
but beware higher levels, or premium cheats 
that may cost money so if you are sharing your 
device with others ensure they cannot spend 
without your say so. 
There is much supporting evidence that playing 
many of these games can reduce stress levels or 
delay the onsets of dementia. However, if you 
need to feed your chickens in the middle of 
dinnertime your spouses stress level may go 
through the roof. 
Bearing all that in mind here are some games 
that have found their way onto my device and 
offer something for all ages. 
‘2048’ is a deceptively simple sliding box game 
that challenges you to double up to reach higher 
and higher values.  It is not as mathematical as it 
looks and can be annoyingly addictive. 
‘Angry Birds’ is hilarious but tricky to play well.  If 
you have seen the movie all the characters are 
here, Red, Bomb, Matilda, Mighty Eagle and a 
host of Pigs waiting to be bombed out of 
existence from the Angry Birds catapult. 

‘Cut the Rop’ is a problem solving game that 
leaves no time to cogitate. Simple finger 
movements are needed to cut ropes, burst and 
blow bubbles to feed the monster his cookies.  
Your children are sure to be better than you. 
‘Bigfoot’ turns you into an intrepid explorer 
armed with more and more expensive camera 
equipment in your search for this elusive North 
American take on the Yeti. 
‘Clash of Clans’ is a multi user game where you 
must build your city and army in order to gain 
victory over neighbouring clans. There is a 
cooperative element where Clans combine as 
allies to take on more powerful enemies. 
‘Hayday’ is the farming game which has me 
hooked at the moment.  I know there are more 
closet online farmers in the village who have 
reached much higher levels than ‘More 
Awesome Tom’s’ farm. In ‘Hayday’ you take over 
a run down  Mid West holding and by growing 
crops and feeding stock your farm can grow until 
it becomes a small town. I have reached level 30 
whereby I can grow a whole range of fruit, 
vegetables and cereals. I have chickens, cows, 
sheep and pigs to look after as well as three dogs 
and a cat. I have a dairy, mills and ovens with 
which to create pies, cakes and grills. I grow 
cotton to weave cloth and sew clothing, have a 
mine containing silver and gold and a fishing 
pond. 
What better way to spend a cold December 
afternoon! 
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The Sammy Mail Column    with Geoff Sproson

If the automobile had followed the same 
development cycle as the computer, a Rolls-
Royce would today cost £100, get a million 
miles per gallon, and explode once a year, 

killing everyone inside. 
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A M Batchelor Builders Ltd. 
Renovations, Extensions, Property Maintenance, Alterations and Hard Landscaping. 

Over 30 years of experience. Free estimates and advice.

A M Batchelor Builders Ltd. 
Coppice Farm 

Snailbeach, Shrewsbury, Shropshire. 
SY5 0NS 

Mobile: 07785 531 910 
Email: andybatch36@hotmail.com

Monday to Friday 8:30am to 5:30pm, Saturday 8:30am to 3:00pm

Fresh flowers, plants and a large range of giftware items 
 

Main Road, Pontesbury, SY5 0PY 
01743 792333 

www.annewhysall.co.uk

Mark Abrams

Lydcote, The Lyde
Bromlow SY5 0EB

07515 441954

mwagardencare.blogspot.com
mwa.gardens@gmail.com

MWA Garden Care
Grounds and Garden Maintenance

FLORISTS



Mr. Quips 
Corner
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I wish I’d said that...

from Judith Rice

You know you're ugly when it comes to a 
group picture and they hand you the 
camera. 
How do you know if someone is 
hitchhiking or just complimenting your 
driving? 
Don't spell part backwards. It's a trap. 
I didn't like my beard at first. Then it grew 
on me. 
Did you hear about the crossedeyed 
teacher who lost her job because she 
couldn't control her pupils? 
When you get a bladder infection, urine 
trouble. 
When chemists die, they barium. 
I stayed up all night to see where the sun 
went, and then it dawned on me. 
I know a guy who's addicted to drinking 
brake fluid, but he says he can stop any 
time.

If 4 out of 5 people 
suffer from diarrhoea. 
Does that mean that 1 
in 5 enjoys it?

The English think soap is civilisation 
Heinrich von Treitschke 
A fourhundreddollar suit on him would 
look like socks on a rooster.  ‐ Earl Long 
His voice was the most obnoxious squeak I 
ever was tormented with. ‐ Charles Lamb 
Nature played a cruel trick on her by 
giving her a waxed moustache. ‐ Alan 
Bennett 
She not only kept her lovely figure, she’s 
added so much to it. ‐ Bob Fosse 
Women are like elephants to me: nice to 
look at, but I wouldn’t want to own one.  
W. C. Fields 
Some of my best leading men have been 
dogs and horses. ‐ Elizabeth Taylor 
A mental midget with the IQ of a fence 
post. ‐ Tom Waits 
Sharp as a sack full of wet mice. ‐ Foghorn 
Leghorn 
That young girl is one of the least 
benightedly unintelligent organic life 
forms it has been my profound lack of 
pleasure not to be able to avoid meeting. ‐  
Douglas Adams 
An editor should have a pimp for a 
brother so he’d have someone to look up 
to. ‐ Gene Fowler

In 2020, your local Pontesbury and Rea Valley U3A aims to maintain the momentum that, over the last 
couple of years, has made it so successful in achieving to the worldwide U3A motto of “Live, Laugh 
and Learn” in a friendly and informal environment. Almost 200 local people, with time on their hands, 
enjoy social and creative activities usually in our various Interest Groups.  

We are keen to reassure any prospective members that our U3A is not about qualifications but about 
local people enriching the quality of their lives by getting together to share interests, join in activities 
and build new friendships 

If you know of anyone who might be interested in the activities that our U3A currently provides, even 
if they are not yet a U3A member, do encourage them to give it a try by coming along to one of our 
bimonthly Open Meetings. The next Open Meeting is on 15th January.  If you like what you see, 
do consider helping PRVU3A to continue to thrive by contributing your skills to the mix. Our current 
list of groups is on our website:  

http://u3apontesburyreavalley.org.uk/index.htm  
or contact 01743 792790 for a friendly chat about PRV U3A  

Learning, Fun and Friendship
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COPYCOPYCOPYCOPY

 
Commercial Printing 

* 
Business & Personal 

Stationery 
* 

Ultra High-Speed Copying 
* 

Design Service 
* 

High Quality 
Digital Colour Printing 

* 
Full Colour Envelopes 

 
130 Longden Coleham, Shrewsbury 

01743 360424 
www.copy-write.co.uk

  
 

 

Trees, Hedges 
& Woodlands 

 Tree Surgery Small or Large Trees, 
felling, pruning or planting 

 Hedge management – trimming & 
shaping - large or small 

 Traditional hedge-laying 
 Woodland Management – Coppicing, 

felling, planting 
 Orchard Management 

 
£5m Public Liability and £10m Employee Liability 

TTeTel:l:Tel:Tel: 01743 891231  
 MobMMobile:Mobile:ile:Mobile:Mobile:Mobile:Mobile: 07974 300328 
 EmaEEmail:Email:ilEmail:Email::Email: info@wood-matters.co.uk 
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1) The famous mathematician Dr. Square Root 
had two sons, exactly a year apart. One day, 
shortly after they had both turned a year older, 
he noticed that if you squared their ages and 
then added the squares the total would be 1105. 
How old were the two sons?  
2) The following addition example uses letters 
instead of numbers. Each letter must be replaced 
with the same number each time the letter 
appears. 
OH + OH + OH + OH = NO! 
3) The following line consists of three countries 
whose names have been "interlinked". The 
letters are in the correct order for each country. 
Can you find them? 
ALUHRUXNGEMEBNOUTRIGNGARRAY 
4) This simple substitution cryptogram is a 
warning. Each letter is replaced with the same 
number, letter, or symbol each time it appears. 
Can you solve it? 
SV DSL RH GLL HSZIK HLNVGRNVH XFGH 
SRNHVOU. 
5) Each of the following words except one can be 
rearranged to spell the name of a person or city. 
Unscramble the words and find the one that 
cannot be unscrambled. 
ANIMAL BUTCHERS PASTURE PANELS VIKING 
6) Tony likes indigo but not blue. He likes onions 
but not turnips; he likes forms but not shapes. 
According to the same rule does he like 
tomatoes or avocadoes? 
7) The following multiplication example uses all 
the digits from 0 to 9 once (not counting 
intermediate steps). Fill in the missing numbers. 
(7xx)(4x) = xxxxx 
8) Question #33: 
Unscramble the following thirteen letters to form 
a common English word. 
A T C S D R I E I N O N O 
9) What two letters would logically come next in 
the following sequence? 
A Y D V G S J P M M P J ? ? 
10) All the vowels have been removed from the 
following cynical statement, and the remaining 
letters have been broken into groups of three 
letters each. Reconstruct the sentence. 
PDS TRN SCM NTW SRT STH QCK NDT HDD.

Answers on page 40

PuzZles & Posers
An anagram is a word or phrase formed by 
rearranging the letters of a different word or 
phrase, typically using all the original letters 
exactly once. For example, the word 
“anagram” can be rearranged into “nag a 
ram.” Here are some rather amusing 
anagrams... 

ASTRONOMER - MOON STARER 

DESPERATION - A ROPE ENDS IT 

PRESBYTERIAN - BEST IN PRAYER 

THE MORSE CODE - HERE COME DOTS 

ELECTION RESULTS - LIES,  LET'S RECOUNT 

ELEVEN PLUS TWO - TWELVE PLUS ONE 

DORMITORY - DIRTY ROOM 

GEORGE BUSH - HE BUGS GORE 

THE EARTHQUAKES - THAT QUEER SHAKE 

SLOT MACHINES - CASH LOST IN ME 

MOTHER-IN-LAW - WOMAN HITLER 

silly anagrams



 
 
 

Recycle your old scrap metal 

 
Washing Machines, Cookers, Cars, vans, Cast, 

Brass, copper, lead, batteries, cable, farm 

scrap, old central heating systems, etc. 

 

 

No load too big or too small 

Free Collection! 

 

 

Call - 07989 050 276 

Or -  01743 791 493
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SWS Broadband, Brook House, Pennerley, Shrewsbury SY5 0NE 

0333 7000 227 | connect@swsbroadband.net 

SWS Broadband 
Your Local Internet Service Provider. . . 

Connecting Shropshire since 2005 
 

 

 
Affordable 

Reliable 

Flexible 

High Speed 

from £24/month 

Further savings with VoIP phone 

Choose the bandwidth you require 

Change service without penalty 

From 10Mbps to 30+Mbps 

Choose the bandwidth that suits you 

In-house technical support  

99.99% availability 
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from The Library Owl

News from 

Pontesbury Library

QUIZ TIME with Jenny Alldridge
On Friday 1 November the Snailbeach team, 
consisting of Jenny Alldridge, Dave Fitzhugh, Julian 
Bromhead and Susan Bates, wwnt to Picklescott 
where once again we did quite respectably, but not 
brilliantly. Radbrook Green A came top with 59 
points, but were not allowed the wine because they 
had already won it in October. Cruckton were next 
with 55 points, so they were awarded the wine. We 
achieved a score of 53, as did Minsterley, so we will 
hope to do better in future. 
We are severely missing three regular members of 
the team, Christina Garman, Reuben Alldridge and 
Neil Sherry, who had left the area and were no 
longer available last season. Luckily Susan Bates, 
whose husband is member of the permanent four 
on the Hope team, was eager to take part  in the 
quiz and joined our team on five occasions last year.  
None of our regulars were free to join me on the 
date of this December's quiz at Stapleton, but 
luckily Paul Sowerby and Marie Cluett, who are now 
on the committee of Priest Weston Village Hall and 
want to expand their activities, have agreed to 
come and help us out as a taster before forming a 
team and applying take part next year;  and Ray 
Harper has discovered that he is unexpectedly free 
on 6 December, so we have a team after all. 

Dear parents and children, please don’t forget the 
library! When working on that school project, topic 
or essay remember we have lots of books on all 
sorts of subjects. Get ahead of your friends, who 
will have only Googled the answers. For pleasure 
and joy remember we have lots of fiction and story 
books, with pictures and colour. We have heaps of 
seasonal stories, full of snow and frost, Father 
Christmas and elves. The adults aren’t left out 
either, we have heartwarming stories of love, joy 
and Christmas cheer, as well as some helpful 
cookery and craft books. Try a new recipe this year! 
I’ve bought a glue gun, so my crafting possibilities 
are endless. 
The now famous Santa Fun Run (or walk) will be at 
1.15pm Sunday 8th December. Festive preschool 
Rhyme Time will be at 2.30pm on Thursday 19th 
December. 
It looks like we won’t be moving the library until the 
new year so there will be plenty of time to stock up 
with loads of books to keep you going over 
Christmas and New Year. 
We will be closed from 24th December till 2nd 
January 2020. Merry Christmas from the library owl.

Tai Chi  ‐  
The Tai Chi class in Pontesbury will be starting again 
on Tuesday 7th January 2020. Anyone who has 
already done any Tai Chi will be made welcome, as 
will beginners. Tai Chi is a series of exercises, 
stretching and relaxing, and is beneficial in improving 
balance and circulation, and even memory and 
conditions such as osteoporosis. Seven of the people 
who were coming to the class at the beginning of the 
year are, happily for them, now working and are no 
longer free on Tuesday afternoons  not so good for 
us. 
We meet at 2.00 pm in Pontesbury Public Hall; at 3.00 
pm we stop for a cup of tea with biscuits, and a chat, 
and then continue until four o'clock. Our last class this 
year is on Tuesday 10th December. 



When your nearest and dearest ask what you’d like for your birthday and your mind goes completely 
blank… 
I didn’t want to waste their kind thoughts and money and so decided I was going to put some time and 
thought into it and come up with something I actually did want. 
And that is how I came up with the idea of a voucher for a ride on the longest zip wire in Europe and the 
fastest in the world at Velocity 2 in Penrhyn Quarry near Bethesda, north Wales 

On Sunday 13th October I finally 
cashed in my voucher. With Lauren, 
my daughter, as our driver and her 
partner Marky we set off for Wales. 
Marky had said he’d do it with me so I 
wouldn’t be alone. Marky’s night out 
the night before perhaps wasn’t the 
best preparation and he was decidedly 
hung over! 
Arriving in good time, watching others 
hurtling down the zip wire whilst we 
drank milky coffee to help poor 
Marky’s fragile stomach, Lauren 
looked around for a good spot to video 
our ride.  

We waited at the meeting point along with 20 or more people of all ages from 20 to 70 years old. We 
were then all taken into the kit room where we were weighed one at a time (very discrete), had a wrist 
band attached to us with the weight written on it, then given red overalls, hard hats and goggles to put 
on. Then one at a time they put the harnesses on us, initialling the wrist band afterwards. As we 
followed them outside to the first small zipwire our full kit was double checked, and wristband initialled 
again (the safety checks were very reassuring) 
We had a brief run through of what was going to happen next 
and then all went into the small hut and took a seat on the 
benches that lined the walls. The hut had 4 stations, each the 
same. A red bed which was raised to waist height and the wire 
above. In front of the bed was an opening which the wire went 
through and down to the lower exit point. We sat and watched 
mesmerized by what was going to happen to us next. They’d 
call up who ever would want to go next. They’d ask them to lie 
on their stomach on the bed, head pointing out the opening, 
to bend their knees so they could put a bar under their feet 
and then told to straighten their legs. This pushed you forward 
in your harness and made your body quite rigid. Then they 
attached the harness we were all wearing to the zip line.  
Neither of us were nervous when it came to our turn, just so 
excited and maybe a little hopeful that Marky was going to get 
through it with his hangover as he become paler as the 
morning went on. We lay in station 1 and 2 side by side 
listening to their instructions and following them through. 
Then the ground control check, then the ‘ok’ and then it was 
our 5, 4, 3, 2, 1 and we were out, gliding smoothly through the air.  
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Velocity 2
with Sarah Jones

Sarah with Marky (head in hands) and Lauren 
set off for the experience of a lifetime

Sarah kitted out. Was 
the wheelbarrow for 

Marky?
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IT WAS BEAUTIFUL. So peaceful, just stunning…until I 
saw the ground control crew. No one had mentioned 
how we stopped, and I wasn’t slowing down and that 
bottom hut was getting scarily closer by the second 
all I could think was…THIS IS GOING TO HURT!!!! 
Almost immediately I felt a big jolt and then what felt 
like being dragged backwards. Then we were still, 
just hanging. A quick check on Marky to my left, still 
with me and in one piece, then instructions to bend 
our knees remove the bar and lower our legs and as 
the line lowered to find our feet and stand. We’d 
done it; our first little test run. Next was the big one! 
We boarded the red truck like lambs to the slaughter. 

It took us 20 minutes to climb up the winding track to the fastest, longest zipwire hut. This was really 
happening (as long as Marky didn’t get any paler). The ride up 
this track was the worst bit of it all. The clutch smelt like it was 
on fire, we couldn’t have got out of second gear. They were 
obviously used to this journey which they do every half hour or 
so I guess, but it was something quite different for us and it 
had started raining. The views if we could have seen them 
would have been amazing. 
We reach the top and wow what a view. We were with the 
gods. 
All the way up I had been messaging Lauren who had to stay 
down the at bottom to get a good view of us coming down on 
the zipwire. She had decided to stand on the café veranda to 
maximise her view and was freezing cold. We on the other 
hand had walked into the top hut to find a log burner. We 
really were in heaven.  
Exactly the same routine as the small one. 4 stations. 4 beds. 4 
windows that once you were harnessed up and the bed 
lowered, you just hung there. It was surreal. Hanging there, 
checking Marky was still with me on my right and looking out 
into the valley in front of us WOW! A bit of banter with the guy 
who was just about to release my brake and send me flying 
down the wire, then once again 5, 4, 3, 2, 1 and lift off! If it was 
100 mph it really didn’t feel like it, nor did it feel like 45 seconds. It was so smooth, so quiet, so peaceful 
and so beautiful. I squealed loudly for the first few seconds to let Lauren know it was us. 
The wire went over the most captivating pool. The colour was mesmerising. I haven’t seen anything so 
beautifully blue in a long time. Breathtaking! Time seemed to stop. Then ground control came into 
sight. O.M.G. I’VE GOT TO STOP AGAIN AND I’M NOW DOING 100MPH AND IT’S GOING TO HURT. It 
didn’t. It was an even smoother finish than the smaller previous zip. I looked over to Marky, “You ok?”  
“Yep, think so,” he replied. Phew! 
We were lowered to the ground, released from the wire and walked to meet Lauren, both quite 

speechless from the experience. Would we do 
it again? Me, “YES, easily.” Marky, “Yes, but 
without a hangover...” 
I’m so thankful for Marky who went through 
with it even though he felt so rough and for 
Lauren for driving us and being camera woman 
for the day. It was a great road trip and family 
time which I would recommend to anyone. We 
did have to stop twice quite quickly on the way 
home though as Marky turned green… 
Thank you kids for my perfect birthday present. 
Loved it xxxx

Sarah with Marky 
putting on a brave face

“The clutch smelt like 
it was on fire!”

And we’re off... over that beautiful 
blue pool!
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Tankerville 

 Pottery and Gallery 
 

Excellent selection 
of: 

Paintings, Cards, 
Crystals, Stoneware 

Pottery, Oven to 
Tableware, Bread 

Crocks. 
 

Super Presents at 
Reasonable Prices! 

 
Tankerville Pottery & Gallery 

Pennerley, Stiperstones. 
SY5 0NB 

Tel: 01743 791 580 
www.tankervillegallery.co.uk

Norman Jones

 

domestic 

appliances 

repairs to 

Cookers, Washers 

& Dryers 

Same Day/Next day 
service where possible 
All Work Guaranteed 

new & used sales 

Washers 
Bosch normally available 
Delivered & installed to 

working taps, etc. 
Old Appliance Removed 

GLADRAGS 

 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

New & Used Dress Agency 
Call in to see our selection of 

quality classic, casual & designer 
clothing and accessories at 

affordable prices 
 

Winter is here! 
Time to re-vamp your wardrobe. 

We have now taken in quality used 
clothing and accessories for the 

winter season. 
Should you require our ‘collection 
and return’ service for a complete 

wardrobe clearance, please call 
Sue for information. 

 
UPSTAIRS AT 

CONNECTIONS STORE, 
SHREWSBURY ROAD, 

PONTESBURY, SY5 0QD 
Visit our Tea Room for 

 Ladies that Lunch! 

T: 01743 790600 
M: 07795 592716 

Evenings: 01743 791935 
E: sue.lindsay@stiperstones.net 

Please ring 
PETE: 07971 252069 

Norman: 07816 875233 
Home/Ansa: 01588 638677

Cliffdale offers comfortable home-from-home 
accommodation for around twenty-five residents 

over the age of 65, who require assistance with 
everyday living and personal care.

SHREWSBURY ROAD, PONTESBURY, SHROPSHIRE 
SY5 0QD 

TEL: 01743 790 261 

CLIFFDALE CARE 
HOME

Currently recrui�ng Senior Care Assistants, Care Assistants 
General Assistants, Cooks & Domes�c Cleaners

Learn more at cliffdalecarehome.co.uk and 
facebook @cliffdalecarehome

RESIDENTIAL, DAY STAY AND RESPITE CARE



THE CLUB ARE IN NEED OF 

SOME HELP 
The club is on the look out for some fresh blood 
and new ideas, with positions on the committee 
to be filled. 
These roles are as follows: 
Treasurer 
Secretary 
Committee Members 
Committee meetings take place once a month 
and usually take less than one hour.  
If you are interested in the possibility of joining 
our team or just have questions regarding the 
roles, please drop a message to me.  
Jordan Knill  07748082905 
 
Match Report. 
Cruckton Rovers 31 Snailbeach White Stars 
SUMMARY: Despite us having ELEVEN players 

unavailable for selection a tough, tough fixture 
went ahead and the lads who came in performed 
admirably. We took the lead early doors but the 
hosts quality remained a constant threat and 
eventually they powered through to win. We had 
our chances to carve out a result but it wasn’t to 
be. We may have lost, but the lads fought 
terrifically and were a credit to the shirt.  
GOAL SCORER: 
Craig GRIFFITHS 
TEAM: 
GK: Jack BREEZE 
DEF: Nath JEX, Owen MORRIS, Manny WILLIAMS, 
Calum BENNETT 
MID: Charlie DAVIES, Craig GRIFFITHS, Jamie 
HYNE, Reece BENSON, Ollie DAVIES 
ATT: Adam DAVIES 
SUB: Josh WILLIAMS 
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Snailbeach White stars
Jordan Knill reports

I saw this advertised in the SDN last month and as 
we like to support events held in the Village we 
decided to go. I really didn`t know what to expect 
and when we were asked on arrival to write a line 
from a song on a piece of paper and put it in a 
box I did think it a trifle weird! 
Anyway, the show began with the two people 
whose company is called “Kepow!” introducing 
themselves and telling us there was no script for 
the evening’s entertainment. All the lines would 
be taken from the pieces of paper we had all writ
ten on and which had been placed over the stage 
floor. The scenarios and characters for the 
sketches would be from ideas given by the audi
ence. This was Improvised theatre! 
Throughout the evening with only the use of wigs, 
a couple of masks and some added clothes, the 
characters played some fantastic sketches. 
Ideas for the names of characters, occupations 
etc.  were suggested by the audience. In some 
places they were also asked “What happens 
next?” This of course added to the hilarity of the 
evening. 
Not only did Kepow! perform on their own, they 
also had some of the audience participating. They 
did a sketch where they were puppets and two 

members of the audience were the puppeteers. 
This was really very funny.  
The last sketch of the evening involved a mask 
which created the character of an old man. He 
was in a nursing home and was reminiscing about 
his life. He used all the story lines from the entire 
evening and I found it very moving. 
If you get a chance to see this company it really is 
worth it. What a wonderful evening we had.

On The Edge! 
A review from Caroline Harper

Kevin Tomlinson as the old man
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Iyengar Yoga in Shropshire 
 

Hignetts 
of 

Pontesbury Ltd 
Established 1919 

 
Family run fresh food retailers 

 
Locally sourced meat 

Fresh fruit and vegetables 
Fair trade foods 

Bread, pies, buns and cakes all  
baked on the premises daily 

 
Freshly filled sandwiches, 

baguettes and rolls 
 

Groceries at competitive prices 
Garden plants and flowers 

Compost and grow bags 
 

UPS parcel collection and 
delivery hub 

 
Tel: 01743 790 228 
www.hignetts.co.uk

Feel Good Feet
Foot Health Practitioner

Julie Foster
DipFH   MCFHP   MAFHP

Mobile foot treatments in the comfort of your own home
To book an appointment call

07772 086846
Routine home foot care visits include:

Toenail trimming  Ingrown toenail 
Thickened nails  Fungal infections 

Lacuna  Corn removal  Callus reduction  
Cracked heels and fissures  Diabetic foot care 

Verrucae  Pedisafe nail reconstruction 
Warm wax therapy treatment 

Manicure  Pedicure  Gel nail polish
Fully insured and DBS checked. 

Registered with the British association of foot health professionals

Yoga Class
Snailbeach Village Hall 
Tuesdays 7.00 – 8.30 p.m. 

Suitable for all levels 
Pre-booking only 
For details contact:- 

Liz on 01743 790698 
elizabethknowles1@googlemail.com 

Carolyn Bailey 
Alterations 

Alterations, tailoring, dressmaking, 
bridal and evening wear, all soft 

furnishings, curtains, cushions altered 
and made to measure.

Woodlands 
Ploxgreen 
Minsterley

01743 791 972 
07784 8836599
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Letter from Westminster
December 2019

www.philipdunne.com 

I write this year’s Christmas Letter from Westminster decidedly early – in fact as my last act on my 
final day as your MP for Ludlow, before once again becoming your local candidate for election on 
Thursday 12th December. So it is refreshing to look forward and think of the season of goodwill, 
rather than December’s bracing weather on the campaign trail! 
Like many in South Shropshire, I shall be celebrating Christmas with my family. But sadly, for many 
Christians around the world, the simple act of celebrating the birth of Christ runs the risk of 
persecution and death.  
I firmly believe the UK can and should play a role in ensuring freedom from persecution of 
Christians around the world. So I have followed closely the Independent Review of Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office support for persecuted Christians, conducted by the Anglican Bishop of 
Truro, the Right Reverend Philip Mounstephen, which was published earlier this year.  
The Review is the conclusion of a project that began in December 2018, when the then Foreign 
Secretary, Jeremy Hunt, asked the Bishop of Truro to carry out this important research, with the full 
support of the Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO). 
Bishop Mounstephen's report has identified specific steps the UK Government can take to address 
the issues faced by persecuted Christians around the world, and I am pleased Ministers have 
accepted the recommendations in full.  
The freedom Christians enjoy in this country allows the Church of England to continue to play its 
important role in South Shropshire – from spiritual guidance, to educator, and protector of heritage 
and the environment, the Church fulfils many roles in our community, as the Archbishop of 
Canterbury saw firsthand on his recent tour of the Hereford Diocese.  
There will be many Midnight Mass and Christmas Day services in most of the beautiful churches 
around South Shropshire, and Christingle services to help raise funds for the Children’s Society.  
Of course, Christmas is not a time of relaxation for all, including those who work over the holiday, 
like our Armed Forces and Emergency Services staff, to whom we should be immensely grateful for 
their constant professionalism. I also visit the Royal Mail sorting office each year, to thank local 
posties for coping with the mad rush to deliver cards, parcels and presents  and this year election 
leaflets and postal votes  before Christmas Day.  
So if you get the chance, please take the time to thank those who you know will be working over 
Christmas. A kind word goes a long way, and will let them know how much you appreciate what 
they do. 
I wish everyone in South Shropshire a very happy and peaceful Christmas, with best wishes for the 
coming year.  
Philip Dunne  
Philip Dunne   Conserative candidate for Ludlow 
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Heather Kidd 
Local Shropshire Councillor 

for 

Chirbury & Worthen 
including Snailbeach and 

Stiperstones 
Telephone: 01938 561 651 

Mobile: 07980 635 518 

Email: 

heather.kidd@shropshire.gov.uk 

Facebook: Heather Kidd  

www.heatherkidd.org.uk 

Ruby Vehicle Services Ltd 
 

 

 

 

Pennerley, Shropshire 
Flexible, reliable services to keep you motoring 

 HGV and light commercial repair and 
maintenance 

 Service and inspection 
 Major repairs and restoration projects 
 Roadside assistance and recovery  
 On-site service available 
 Vehicle transportation 
 Technician hire 
 MOT preparation and presentation 

 
info@rubyvehicleservicesltd.com 
www.rubyvehicleservicesltd.com 

07960 960730 

07940 577685 

                      01743 792292 

 

The Stiperstones Inn 
 
 

Our fondest Christmas  
memories are always made 

when gathered round the table, 
spending quality time with 

friends and the people we love. 
 

Book now for your  
pre-Christmas dinner! 

 
   
 Christmas Menu 
  

Starters 
 

Homemade Parsnip & Ginger Soup 
Served with a warm bread roll and butter 

 
Smoked Salmon & Prawn Cocktail 

 
Warm Goat’s Cheese & Toasted Almond Salad  

with sweet cranberry jam 
 

Homemade Spiced Chick Pea Paté and Toast 
 
 

Main Course 
 

Roast Turkey Christmas Dinner  
with all the trimmings  

 
Brie, Mushroom, Spinach, Cranberry  

& Hazelnut Wellington  
 

Mushroom & Mixed Nut Parcel 
 

Duck, Port and Wild Mushroom Pudding  
 

All meals served with roast potatoes,  
parsnips and seasonal vegetables 

 
 

Desserts  
 

A choice of dessert from our menu, including  
fruit crumbles, sticky toffee pudding,  
chocolate roulade and many others  

including of course Christmas Pudding. 
 
 

Coffee & Mints 
 

Two courses and coffee - £12.95 
 

Three courses and coffee - £16.95 
 

Group bookings being taken now  
Meals to be ordered in advance. 

Please advise of any special  
dietary requirements.
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Thank you to all those that have helped to 
make the Snailbeach District News the  

success that it has become and to you, our 
readers, who make this all worthwhile and 

thanks to all our regular and occasional 
contributers who make this newsletter 

what it is. 
And on behalf of myself, 

Robert Currie our 
treasurer, John Gorman 

our secretary, Geoff 
Sproson our website 

administrater and Roy 
Anderson, my guide and 
inspiration, we wish you 

all a 

     
   

Patrick xxx 

It was good to see Philip Dunne giving some 
thought to the Climate Crisis and the present 
government’s role in tackling it in last month’s 
issue (SDN 363 November). And just before a 
general election too! No doubt he has been 
inspired by the fact that a recent Yougov poll 
found that 56% of people in the UK back the 
total decarbonisation of our economy by 2030, 
and that the climate emergency will influence 
how most people will vote in this election. 

Mr Dunne will have his work cut out for him in 
trying to improve or speed up this government’s 
action on climate change. The government’s 
own committees have reviewed our 
government’s approach to climate change 
adaptation and emissions reduction and found 
“a substantial gap between current plans and 
future requirements and an even greater 

shortfall in action.” (Committee on Climate 
Change: Progress Report to Parliament 2019.) 

All in all, not enough is being done and not 
quickly enough. It’s chilling to discover that 
although the Paris Agreement (United Nations) 
targets a threshold of ideally maximum 1.5 
degrees for global heating, current global plans 
give only a 50% chance of meeting 3 degrees. It 
doesn’t sound like much does it, another 1.5 
degrees? Applied to the temperature outside 
our front doors, it wouldn’t even warrant 
putting an extra jumper on! But in the global 
context, that seemingly small change would 
have huge consequences. As it is, the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change ( 
ipcc) warns of the risks inherent even in a rise of 
1.5 degrees   risks to health, livelihoods, food 
security, and economic growth. 

G e t  a  m o v e  o n  –  t h e  t i m e  i s  n o w !   

from our climate activist - Liz Knowles
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Motor Ser
vices

Tyres, Exhausts, Bodywork 
Servicing & Pre‑MOTs etc. 

At Minsterley Motors, Stiperstones SY5 0LZ 

Telephone: 01743 791 783 

Mobile: 07810 232 309

John Powell’s  
Home Improvements 

For any Plastering, Tiling, 
Plumbing  

and  
General Maintenance. 

 
Can also fit kitchens and 

bathrooms.  
 

Fully Insured. 
 

NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL 
 

Call John on  
Home: 01743 791 627 
Mobile: 07838 015 005

 
01743 792292  

        07940 577685 
 

                                                                 debgallimore@outlook.com 

 

 121 Training and behaviour sessions from a friendly, qualified, 
experienced trainer. 

 New dog sessions, advice to head off problems before they begin. 
 Pop in visits for home alone dogs. 
 Stockist of “Perfect Fit” walking harness. Simply the best, most 

comfortable and effective harness on the market. 
 Stockist of Natural Instinct Raw pet food. 
 KC Assured breeder of Leonbergers and Working Cocker Spaniels. 
 Bath, Blow Dry and Groom. Give you and your dog a treat with a 

lovely shampoo and brush out, have them home smelling sweet 
and get rid of itchy loose coat. (No clipping, local collection and drop off available). 

 Please feel free to contact me for further info and advice on all 
things doggy. 

  

Deb Gallimore APDT 01189 
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Pantomime Quiz 

 
1. In ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ what does Jack trade for 
magic beans? 
 
2. In which pantomime does the character of Buttons  
feature? 
 
3. Richard Whittington, the real-life Lord Mayor of  
London and inspiration for Dick Whittington, was born 
in which century? 
 
4. ‘Aladdin’ was originally one of the tales in a book of 
Middle Eastern folk tales – what is the name of the book? 
 
5. Which pantomime was also the name of a character 
voiced by Antonio Banderas in the ‘Shrek’ films? 
 
6. Name all of Snow White’s seven dwarfs. 
 
7. How many years should Sleeping Beauty sleep for  
unless her spell is broken? 
 

8. JM Barrie famously wrote 
‘Peter Pan’, but what does the 
‘JM’ in his name stand for? 
 
9. When Mother Goose is down 
on her luck and has no money, 
what creature arrives which could 
be the answer to all of her  
problems? 
 
10. Which Downton Abbey star 
played the Beast in the 2017 film 
musical version of Beauty 
and the Beast?

Answers on page 40
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GARDEN FURNITURE 

 FROM 
 RECYCLED TIMBER 

CHAIRS, COFFEE TABLES,  
BENCH SEATS etc. 

E-mail: servatory@hotmail.com 

Or call Graham on 01743 790 115 
WHEEL BARROW PLANTERS FROM £10

HAND MADE

 

J. Lewis &J. Lewis &  

SonsSons  
Coal Merchants 

Haulage Contractors 
Hardcore, Sand & Gravels 

 
Tel: 01743 791 366 
jlewisandsons@outlook.com

Gentle Flow Yoga 
Snailbeach Village Hall 

Be kind to your body & gentle on your mind 
 

Tuesdays 10 – 11.30am 
Yoga for everyone – all welcome 

 
Prior enrolment essential 

 
Please contact Caro on: 

Email: schiansky04@yahoo.com 
Tel: 01743 791742 

 
First session a free trial one for newcomers. 

Educational Consultancy  
& 

Support Service 

BRIAN SMITH B.A.  

Ex advisory teacher Solihull MBC

Science, Design, Maths & Technology 
for 5 to 13 years, from personal 
tutoring and/or school entrance 

examinations to school audit. 

Creator of “Dr. What Investigates” Science 
Scheme & “Constructor Corners”  

Pat. GB 22116621 and much more in unique 
Problem Solving Investigations.

E‑mail: charlesangus@icloud.com 
Mobile: 07954 104 235



Unfortunately our November 
speaker, John Swift from 
Swifts Bakery was unable to 
attend due to the awful 

weather. Our intrepid members were welcomed 
by our new President, Pat Caddick and 
entertainment was provided by a quiz put 
together by Bridget. There was much laughter and 
the evening enjoyed by us all. 
Our December 12th meeting has a change of 
venue due to there being a General Election, 
voting being held in Snailbeach Village Hall. The 

new venue will be in Stiperstones Methodist 
Chapel where we will be entertained by local lady 
Sally Tonge. 
Next year's programme has been completed and 
we have a very varied list of speakers beginning in 
January with a Whackit and Smackit.... making 
music out of scrap. 2020 will be our 50th 
Anniversary of Snailbeach WI and as well as our 
monthly meetups we will have lots of extras. 
If anyone would like to join our very friendly WI, 
please contact Joyce Graves on 01743 891901. 
Joyce. 

Dear Resident 
  
Our Government has not served 

Ludlow Constituency well over the past few 
years. We have seen cut after cut to our services 
from schools and our Health Service to libraries 
and lack of affordable housing. Our roads are in 
a truly dire state and there has not been enough 
spent on improving infrastructure such as 
broadband and mobile phone coverage. 
  
For example South Shropshire schools alone 
were denied £6.2m between 2015 and 2019. All 
of our seven secondary schools are listed among 
the underfunded, along with 34 primaries. The 
Government's school spending pledge is too 
little, too late, to restore the damage. Schools 
are having to rely on handouts from parents, 
and to slash staff numbers and teaching hours. 
We would pledge a minimum of a 3% pay rise 
for teacher which would be funded by 
Government. 
  
This has to stop  and now. It is time that 
Parliament started to invest in us all and give 
Shropshire and its residents a brighter future.* 
  
Every area deserves an MP who is willing to fight 
for them and their needs. Being a Party member 
must come second to that. We deserve Fair 
Funding for all our services. Ludlow and 
Shropshire come near the bottom of the pile for 
so many of them. Health and education are just 
two. It’s time to have a MP who will fight for this 

and not just in words. It’s time that words turn 
into action and promises are delivered. 
  
I will fight for that level playing field for well 
funded services, for action on climate change 
and for good quality homes that people can 
afford to rent or buy. There is so much to do and 
we need a strong and persistent voice to do 
that. I have a reputation for tough campaigning 
and would put our beautiful rural area first. 
Heather 
Heather Kidd 
Shropshire Councillor for Chirbury and 
Worthen 
Eastville, Chirbury, Montgomery. SY15 6BH 
Tel: 01938 561651     Mobile: 07980 635518 

Heather Kidd’s Report
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 SNAILBEACH WI 
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Crowning Glory 
 

 
 
 
 

Val would like to welcome 
 all customers old and new. 

  Fully qualified with over 35yrs experience in 
all aspects of hairdressing. 

Opening times: 
Tuesday - 9 to 5pm 

Wednesday - 9 to 5pm 
Thursday - 9 to 5.30pm 

Friday - 9 to 5.30pm 
Saturday – 9 to 1pm 

Bennett’s Business Centre, Main Rd, Pontesbury. 
Tel: 01743 790 008 

 
Join Val on Facebook @CrowningGloryPontesbury

Call: 07966 788791 

Quotations: 01743 792013 

www.benmorriselectrical.co.uk 
 

Efficient friendly service from an 

 experienced Electrician 
 

        ▪       Specialist in House Rewiring 
        ▪       Inspection & Testing of Properties 
        ▪       Extra Sockets & Lights installed  
                  (no job too small) 
        ▪       We will fit your own newly                            
                  purchased lights etc. 
        ▪       All work VAT free 
        ▪       Fully Insured 
        ▪       All work certified and notified to  
                  building control (Part P) 
        ▪       Free Quotations 
        ▪       Competitive Hourly Rates 

Pontesbury 
GARAGE Services Ltd 

 

COMPLETE SERVICE AND REPAIR CENTRE 
 

      All vehicle repairs  
      Servicing - all makes and models 
      Tyres - Clutches - Cam Belts 
      Brakes - Suspension 
      MOT testing station 

Unit 12 - Malehurst Industrial Estate  
Minsterley - Shropshire - SY5 0EQ 
 

info@pontesburygarageservices.co.uk  

 

Tel: 01743 296162 

hand controls 
 

left foot accelerators 
 

car boot hoists 
 

person hoists 
 

swivel seats 
 

secondary control  
systems ...and more!  

        Unit 11  
        Malehurst Industrial Estate 
        Minsterley, Shropshire 
        SY5 0EQ  
        info@allshropshiremobility.co.uk  

Offering a bespoke service to both 
Motability and private customers 

 
Tel:  01743 790 879 



Christmas Presents for 
Gardeners 

The Trading Post is closed until 1 February so you 
need to look elsewhere for your Xmas shopping! 
The gardeners among you will always welcome 
some warm socks for inside their wellies at this 
time of year, and to go with them a warm pair of 
gardening gloves. Be careful about buying hand 
tools – they may be in the right price bracket but 
unless they are a good fit with the gardener’s hands 
they may not be as useful as they could be. The 
same applies to larger tools: it’s always best to try 
before you buy. 
There are a lot of ‘howto’ gardening books 
available, particularly at this time of year, but a 
better bet may be a subscription to a magazine: the 
information in them is more uptodate and 
relevant to the time of year. 
This time of year the gardener spends much of the 
time clearing up spent annuals and taking the tops 
off perennials, as well as trimming shrubs, hedges 
and trees. Rather than putting all this material in 
the green bin it will benefit the garden if it is 
composted and then added to the soil once broken 
down. A shredder to chop up the woody stuff is 
always useful, but as shredders are in a different 
price bracket to a pair of socks a bit of research is 
needed before buying. Similarly a compost bin is 
always useful, and two are better than one: one to 
hold the material that’s rotting down and you are 
taking from, and one to be adding to. However, like 
shredders these bins are worth researching first: 
ones at least a metre across and a metre deep are 
more efficient than smaller ones. 
If your gardener grows most of your plants (flowers 
or veg) from seed, then seed trays with propagator 
tops, and maybe a heated base, will help 
enormously, if they haven’t already got one. 
Windowsills in southfacing spare bedrooms often 
act as a useful place to germinate seeds and bring 
on seedlings early in the year, but may not be 
popular with guests! 
But, whatever presents you buy, be sure to enjoy 
yourself, particularly if you are eating your home
grown veg for Xmas lunch.
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THIS MONTH IN THE GARDEN

Week 1 
...time for topiary... 
Evergreen shrubs make unusual standards or 
topiary specimens and give structure all year 
round. Easily trained shrubs include box, 
euonymus, holly and yew. Prune lightly but 
regularly and, once the shape has been 
created, maintain it by trimming twice yearly, 
once in spring after fresh growth and again in 
late summer. 
Week 2 
...pruning...  
In frost free weather, prune out dead or 
diseased branches from established trees and 
shrubs. Prune overhanging branches of 
deciduous trees and cut back the long stems of 
established roses.Prune vines before the end 
of the month. Deadhead winterflowering 
pansies regularly. 
Week 3 
...winter weather... 
Avoid using salt to clear snowcovered paths or 
icy, paved areas adjoining beds and borders. 
Once the thaw begins, the dissolved salt will 
permeate the soil and may damage the roots 
of nearby plants. Instead, sprinkle with sand, 
grit, ashes or gravel, which will melt the snow 
without harming the nearby plants   
Week 4 
...cut holly for the pudding...and 
mistletoe to stand under... 
Clear all dead foliage from hardy herbaceous 
plants if you have not already done so earlier. 
Fork over the surface of the soil between the 
plants, taking care not to damage newly 
emerging bulbs. Remove annual weeds as you 
find them so that the soil is clean and easy to 
work with in the spring.

©Judith Glover ‐ “Garden Days” 
You can buy Judith’s 2020 calendar at: 

www.judithglover.com

PONTESBURY GARDENERS ASSOCIATION
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The Bungalow,  
Weston Road,  
White Gritt, 
Minsterley, 
Shrewsbury, SY5 0JJ 

Phone: 07815 801 871 
Fax: 01588 650 386 
johnbebb@hotmail.co.uk 
johnbebbconstruction.co.uk

LL OGSOGS  F F OROR  S S ALEALE

Free delivery on bags 
within 10 miles.  

Nets for collection.

Bulk Bag & Net Suppliers

Phone: 07815 801 871 
Fax: 01588 650 386 
greenacreslogs@hotmail.com

Order your bag (or multiple bags), fill them with 
your waste and leave them in a vehicle 

accessible place, call us and we will collect. 

CHEAPER & EASIER THAN A SKIP!

£72 Inc VAT for bag & collection. Discounts on 
multiple bags from the same address at the 

same time

JJOHNOHN  W. F. B W. F. BEBBEBB  
SMALL TOOL & PLANT HIRE 

07815 801 871 

Phone for details on all Tools & Plant.  
Delivery available.

Mini Digger £50 

High Lift Dumper £40 

Magic Screed £40 

Bull Float £30 

Wacker Plate £30 

Stihl Saw from £25 

Pointing Guns £10 

Grinders from £15 

Welder/Generator £50 

Trailer Hire from £15 

And much more!

Danny Bebb 

The Bungalow,  
Weston Road,  
White Gritt, 
Minsterley, 
Shrewsbury, SY5 0JJ 

Phone: 07815 801 871 

Fax: 01588 650 386 

Email: 

johnbebb@hotmail.co.uk

building, civil Engineering & Surfacing contractor

JOHN W.F. BEBB
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Holy Trinity Church Minsterley with St.Luke’s Snailbeach  
 

CHRISTMAS 

FAYRE  

 
SATURDAY 7th DECEMBER 

MINSTERLEY PARISH HALL  

11.00am – 2.30pm 

 

FATHER CHRISTMAS ARRIVES 

11.15am 

 

GRAND DRAW at 2.00pm 

 

Tea/Coffee, Cake & Festive Baps 

from 11.00am 

 

 

 

 

 

St. George’s Church Pontesbury 

Festival of                          

Christmas Trees & Cribs 

‘The Twelve Days of Christmas’      
December 5th – 8th 

Thursday, Friday, Saturday 10am – 6pm 

Sunday 12noon – 4pm, Christingle service at 4.30pm 

Musical entertainment, Stalls & Refreshments 

Admission £2, children 14 and under free 

Easy wheelchair access. 

 

       

      In aid of 
       Hospice at Home 

 
 

 

SATURDAY 7th DECEMBER 2019 

10.00am to 12.00noon 

at Hope Village Hall 
 

Come along and get your  

Christmas Gifts! 
 

 
 

 
 

  

  
 

 
 

   

 

Stalls Include: 

Christmas Stall  Cake Stall 

Raffle    Tombola 

Lucky Square 

For further details please contact  

Clare – 01743 790419 

 

Come and join 

The Stiperstones 

Brass Band 

for Seasonal music  

& Christmas carols 

Snailbeach Village 

Hall 

Sunday 8th December 

3pm - 4.30pm 

Refreshments!
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Telephone: 01743 791 208 
(8am - 5pm Monday to Friday) 

Email Address: 
john@minsterleymotors.co.uk 

Website: www.minsterleymotors.co.uk
2A, The Farriers, Annscroft, Shrewsbury SY5 8AN

Telephone 01743 791208                                                www.minsterleymotors.co.uk 
 552/553 Bishops Castle to Shrewsbury 

 Monday to Friday  Saturday 
Notes (SCH - School 

Days Only)     SCH   SCH                                                

Bishops Castle, opp 
Boars Head 

      07:30       09:40     12:20   13:30     15:40        07:30   09:30   12:15     16:00   

Bishops Castle  Salop 
Street Jct 

      07:32       09:42     12:22   13:32     15:42        07:32   09:32   12:17     16:02   

Lydham Glebe Meadow 
Jct 

      07:36       09:46     12:26   13:36     15:46        07:36   09:36   12:21     16:06   

Llan Turn Jct       07:40       09:50     12:30   13:40     15:50        07:40   09:40   12:25     16:10   

White Grit, Jct       07:44       09:54     12:34   13:44     15:54        07:44   09:44   12:29     16:14   

Gravels       07:47       09:57     12:37   13:47     15:57        07:47   09:47   12:32     16:17   

Hope       07:50       10:00     12:40   13:50     16:00        07:50   09:50   12:35     16:20   

Stiperstones, opp Pub 06:50 07:20 07:50   08:23       11:15         14:35     16:55    07:05             14:45     

Snailbeach, Village Hall 06:54 07:24 07:54   08:27       11:19         14:39     16:59    07:09             14:49     

Plox Green, Crossroads 06:56 07:26 07:56 07:56 08:30     10:06 11:21 11:55 12:46 13:05 13:56 14:41   16:06 17:01    07:11 07:56 09:15 09:56   12:41 14:00 14:51 16:26   

Minsterley, opp crown & 
sceptre 

06:58 07:28 07:58 07:58 08:33 08:50 09:25 10:08 11:23 11:57 12:48 13:07 13:58 14:43 15:10 16:08 17:03 17:35  07:13 07:58 09:17 09:58 11:20 12:43 14:02 14:53 16:28 17:00 

Pontesbury, Hall Bank 07:03 07:33 08:03 08:03 08:37 08:55 09:30 10:13 11:28 12:02 12:53 13:12 14:03 14:48 15:15 16:13 17:08 17:40  07:18 08:03 09:22 10:03 11:25 12:48 14:07 14:58 16:33 17:05 

Mary Webb         08:40                   
15:26 
SCH                            

Lea Cross, Opp Jct 07:08 07:38 08:08 08:08   09:00 09:35 10:18 11:33 12:07 12:58 13:17 14:08 14:53 15:30 16:18 17:13 17:45  07:23 08:08 09:27 10:08 11:30 12:53 14:12 15:03 16:38 17:10 

Hanwood, Cock Inn 07:11 07:41 08:11 08:11   09:03 09:38 10:21 11:36 12:10 13:01 13:20 14:11 14:56 15:33 16:21 17:16 17:48  07:26 08:11 09:30 10:11 11:33 12:56 14:15 15:06 16:41 17:13 

Hanwood, Caradoc View 
Jct 

07:13 07:43 08:13 08:13   09:05 09:40 10:23 11:38 12:12 13:03 13:22 14:13 14:58 15:35 16:23 17:18 17:50  07:28 08:13 09:32 10:13 11:35 12:58 14:17 15:08 16:43 17:15 

Radbrook Oakfield Rd 
Jct 

07:18   08:18             12:17         15:40        07:33   09:37         15:13   17:20 

Shrewsbury Hospital   07:48   08:18   09:10 09:45 10:28 11:43   13:08 13:27 14:18 15:03   16:28 17:23 17:55    08:18   10:18 11:40 13:03 14:22   16:48   

Copthorne Rd, adj 
Barracks 

07:23 07:53 08:23 08:23   09:15 09:50 10:33 11:48 12:22 13:13 13:32 14:23 15:08 15:45 16:33 17:28 18:00  07:38 08:23 09:42 10:23 11:45 13:08 14:27 15:18 16:53 17:25 

Bus Station Stand N 07:30 08:00 08:30 08:30   09:22 09:57 10:40 11:55 12:29 13:20 13:39 14:30 15:15 15:52 16:40 17:35 18:07  07:45 08:30 09:49 10:30 11:52 13:15 14:34 15:25 17:00 17:32 

Telephone 01743 791208                                                www.minsterleymotors.co.uk 
 552/553 Shrewsbury to Bishops Castle 

 Monday to Friday  Saturday 
Notes (SCH - School 

Days Only)                       SCH     SCH                            

BUS STATION, Stand N 07:35 08:10 08:50 10:05 10:25 11:00 12:00 12:30 13:30 14:00 14:35   15:45 16:25 16:25 17:00 17:40 18:10  08:00 08:35 10:00 10:45 12:30 13:45 14:45 15:40 17:40 18:00 

Copthorne Rd, opp 
Barracks 07:42 08:17 08:57 10:12 10:32 11:07 12:07 12:37 13:37 14:07 14:42   15:52 16:32 16:32 17:07 17:47 18:17  08:07 08:42 10:07 10:52 12:37 13:52 14:52 15:47 17:47 18:07 

Shrewsbury Hospital     09:02 10:17 10:37   12:12 12:42 13:42 14:12     15:57 16:37   17:12 17:52    08:12 08:47 10:12   12:42 13:57 14:57   17:52 18:12 

Radbrook Oakfield Rd 
Jct 07:47 08:22       11:12         14:47       16:37     18:22        10:57       15:52    

Hanwood, Caradoc View 
Jct 07:52 08:27 09:07 10:22 10:42 11:17 12:17 12:47 13:47 14:17 14:52   16:02 16:42 16:42 17:17 17:57 18:27  08:17 08:52 10:17 11:02 12:47 14:02 15:02 15:57 17:57 18:17 

Hanwood, Cock Inn 07:54 08:29 09:09 10:24 10:44 11:19 12:19 12:49 13:49 14:19 14:54   16:04 16:44 16:44 17:19 17:59 18:29  08:19 08:54 10:19 11:04 12:49 14:04 15:04 15:59 17:59 18:19 

Lea Cross, adj Jct 07:57 08:32 09:12 10:27 10:47 11:22 12:22 12:52 13:52 14:22 14:57   16:07 16:47 16:47 17:22 18:02 18:32  08:22 08:57 10:22 11:07 12:52 14:07 15:07 16:02 18:02 18:22 

Mary Webb   08:40 
SCH                   15:20                                 

Pontesbury, opp Shop 08:03 08:44 09:18 10:33 10:53 11:28 12:28 12:58 13:58 14:28 15:03 15:21 16:13 16:53 16:53 17:28 18:08 18:38  08:28 09:03 10:28 11:13 12:58 14:13 15:13 16:08 18:08 18:28 

Minsterley, adj crown & 
sceptre 08:07 08:48 09:22 10:37 10:57 11:32 12:32 13:02 14:02 14:32 15:07 15:27 16:17 16:57 16:57 17:32 18:12 18:42  08:32 09:07 10:32 11:17 13:02 14:17 15:17 16:12 18:12 18:32 

Plox Green, Crossroads 08:13     10:43 10:59 11:34 12:38 13:04 14:04 14:38   15:29 16:19 17:03 16:59   18:18 18:44  08:38 09:09 10:38   13:04 14:19 15:23   18:18 18:34 

Snailbeach, Village Hall         11:01       14:06     15:32 16:21   17:01     18:46            14:21      18:36 

Stiperstones, adj Pub         11:05       14:10     15:35 16:25   17:05     18:50            14:25       18:40 

Hope 08:16     10:46     12:41     14:41       17:06     18:21    08:41   10:41       15:26   18:21   

Gravels 08:19     10:49     12:44     14:44       17:09     18:24    08:44   10:44       15:29   18:24   

White Grit, Jct 08:23     10:53     12:48     14:48       17:13     18:28   08:48   10:48       15:33   18:28   

Llan Turn Jct 08:27     10:57     12:52     14:52       17:17     18:32    08:52   10:52       15:37   18:32   

Lydham Glebe Meadow 
Jct 08:31     11:01     12:56     14:56       17:21     18:36    08:56   10:56       15:41   18:36   

Bishops Castle Salop 
Street jct 08:33     11:03     12:58     14:58       17:23     18:38    08:58   10:58       15:43   18:38   

Bishops Castle, adj 
Boars Head 08:35     11:05     13:00     15:00       17:25     18:40    09:00   11:00       15:45   18:40   
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Minster leyMinster ley   
MotorsMotors  

is  a family run 
business and has 

been an 
established part of 
the Shropshire 
scene for many 
years. If it is a 
friendly and 

eff icient service 
you are looking 
for, you need not 
look any further 

than  
M ins te r l eyMins te r l ey   
Moto r sMotor s ..   
We will be 
delighted to 

provide you with a 
comprehensive 
quotation at 

guaranteed prices 
for all types of 
coach hire and 
coach travel and 
for any size of 
group. 

 
01743 791 208

 

Pontesbury Shop 08:50 Ludlow Assembly Rooms 13:15
Minsterley 08:55 Craven Arms 13:30

Hope 09:00 Long Meadowend 13:35
Gravels 09:03 Aston on Clun 15:17

White Grit 09:05 Lydbury North 13:50
Lydham 09:10 Little Brampton 14:00

Bishops Castle 09:15 Clunton 14:02
Colebatch 09:20 Clun 14:05

Clun 09:35 Colebatch 14:20
Clunton 09:38 Bishops Castle 14:25

Little Brampton 09:40 Lydham 14:30
Lydbury North 09:50 White Grit 14:35
Aston on Clun 10:03 Gravels 14:37

Long Meadowend 10:05 Hope 14:40
Craven Arms 10:10 Minsterley 14:45

Ludlow Assembly Rooms 10:25 Pontesbury 14:50
Does not run on Bank Holidays except Good Friday

745  Mondays and Fridays only 

 

775  Tuesdays only 
                Pontesbury Shop 09:30 Newtown 13:50

Minsterley 09:35 Kerry 14:00
Plox Green 09:38 Sarn 14:10

Hope 09:40 Blue Bell 14:15

Gravels 09:45 Church Stoke 14:20
White Grit 09:48 Bishops Castle 14:35
Llan Turn 09:51 Bishops Castle 14:40

Bromleys Mill 09:55 Lydham 14:43

Lydham 09:57 Bromleys Mill 14:45

Bishops Castle 10:00 Llan Turn 14:49
Bishops Castle 10:05 White Grit 14:52
Church Stoke 10:20 Gravels 14:55

Blue Bell 10:25 Hope 15:00
Sarn 10:30 Plox Green 15:02
Kerry 10:40 Minsterley 15:05

Newtown 10:50 Pontesbury 15:10

Pontesbury - Ludlow - Pontesbury

7th December  Christmas at Waddesdon Maor      £29.00  

DetaileDetailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208d broDetailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208chures avDetailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208ailable foDetailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208r mDetailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208orDetailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208e iDetailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208nfoDetailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208rmDetailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208atioDetailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208n pleDetailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208ase calDetailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208l :Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208 017Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 79120843 7Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208912Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 79120808Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208 

EmEEmail: bookings@minsterleymotors.co.ukail:Email: bookings@minsterleymotors.co.ukEmail: bookings@minsterleymotors.co.ukEmail: bookings@minsterleymotors.co.ukEmail: bookings@minsterleymotors.co.uk bEmail: bookings@minsterleymotors.co.ukEmail: bookings@minsterleymotors.co.ukooEmail: bookings@minsterleymotors.co.ukEmail: bookings@minsterleymotors.co.ukkiEmail: bookings@minsterleymotors.co.ukEmail: bookings@minsterleymotors.co.ukngsEmail: bookings@minsterleymotors.co.ukEmail: bookings@minsterleymotors.co.ukEmail: bookings@minsterleymotors.co.uk@Email: bookings@minsterleymotors.co.ukmiEmail: bookings@minsterleymotors.co.ukEmail: bookings@minsterleymotors.co.uknsEmail: bookings@minsterleymotors.co.ukEmail: bookings@minsterleymotors.co.ukterlEmail: bookings@minsterleymotors.co.ukEmail: bookings@minsterleymotors.co.ukEmail: bookings@minsterleymotors.co.ukEmail: bookings@minsterleymotors.co.ukeymoEmail: bookings@minsterleymotors.co.ukEmail: bookings@minsterleymotors.co.ukEmail: bookings@minsterleymotors.co.ukEmail: bookings@minsterleymotors.co.uktoEmail: bookings@minsterleymotors.co.ukEmail: bookings@minsterleymotors.co.ukrs.co.Email: bookings@minsterleymotors.co.ukEmail: bookings@minsterleymotors.co.ukEmail: bookings@minsterleymotors.co.ukEmail: bookings@minsterleymotors.co.ukEmail: bookings@minsterleymotors.co.ukEmail: bookings@minsterleymotors.co.ukukEmail: bookings@minsterleymotors.co.ukEmail: bookings@minsterleymotors.co.uk  www.mwww.minsterleymotors.co.ukwww.minsterleymotors.co.ukwww.minsterleymotors.co.ukwww.minsterleymotors.co.ukinwww.minsterleymotors.co.ukwww.minsterleymotors.co.ukstewww.minsterleymotors.co.ukwww.minsterleymotors.co.ukwww.minsterleymotors.co.ukrleymwww.minsterleymotors.co.ukwww.minsterleymotors.co.ukwww.minsterleymotors.co.ukwww.minsterleymotors.co.ukwww.minsterleymotors.co.ukotorswww.minsterleymotors.co.ukwww.minsterleymotors.co.ukwww.minsterleymotors.co.ukwww.minsterleymotors.co.ukwww.minsterleymotors.co.uk.cowww.minsterleymotors.co.ukwww.minsterleymotors.co.ukwww.minsterleymotors.co.uk.ukwww.minsterleymotors.co.ukwww.minsterleymotors.co.ukwww.minsterleymotors.co.uk 



Snailbeach District News - Issue 364

December 2019

Page 38

Quaker Meetings 
 Shrewsbury Quaker Meeting House 

Corporation Lane, Coton Hill, 
Shrewsbury, SY1 2NU 
10.30 am every Sunday 

Clun Valley Quaker Meeting 
The Community Centre 

Grange Road, Bishop’s Castle  
10.30 am every Sunday, except 1st Sunday of 

month Hazelhurst Community Centre, Hazelhurst 
Close, Clun SY7 8LQ

Baptist Services 
 
 

Rea Valley Methodist Churches 
Worship  

December 2019 
Snailbeach December 1st  2:45  
Revd. MacNeill Cooper 
Snailbeach December 8th  2:45  
K. Hathaway 
Snailbeach December 15th  2:45  
Carols Service 
Stiperstones December 20th  7pm,  
Celtic Christmas come celebrate Christmas 
in a whole new way.  
Minsterley December 21st  7pm  
Longest Night/Blue Christmas a time of 
reflection for the bereaved, those who wish 
to remember a loved one or need some 
quiet during this time.  
Stiperstones December 21st 11:30  
Family Service 

Sunday services: 10.30 am & 3.00 pm 
Prayer Meeting/Bible Study 

Wednesdays 7.15 pm 
Held in the School Room, Snailbeach 
Elder: Mr. Joe Evans 01743 790 979 

All are welcome!

Note about 
Minsterley 
Holy Trinity: 
All services will 
be held at St 
Luke Snailbeach 
from 2nd 
September to 
28th February 
during Church 
refurbishment 
or until further 
notice.

Stiperstones Group C of E Service rota September 2019

Date Habberley 
St Mary 

Hope 
Holy Trinity 

Minsterley 
Holy Trinity 

Shelve 
All Saints 

Snailbeach 
St Luke 

1st Sunday 
1st December 

Advent 1 
Purple 

  
 

10.30 am 
Holy Communion 

Revd Giles 

9.00am 
Morning Prayer 

Ian Williams 
(Reader) 

 

2nd Sunday 
8th December 

Advent 2 
Purple 

5.00pm 
BCP Evening 

Prayer  
Revd Giles 

9.00am 
Holy Communion 

Revd Giles 

10.30am 
All Age Christingle 

Service 
Ian Williams 

Reader 

  
 
 

3rd Sunday 
15th December 

Advent 3 
Purple 

  10.30 am 
Service of 

 Carols & Lessons 
Revd Giles 

4.00pm 
All Age 

Christingle 
Service 

Revd Pam 

 

4th Sunday 
22nd December 

Advent 4 
Purple 

 
 

10.30am 
Group Holy 
Communion 
Revd Giles 

   

Tuesday 
 24th December 
Christmas Eve 

Purple 

5.00pm 
All Age Carol 

Service 
Revd Giles 

    

Wednesday 
25th December 
Christmas Day 

Gold/White 

   9.00am 
Christmas 
 Day Holy 

Communion 
Revd Giles 

10.30am 
Christmas Day 

Holy 
Communion 
Revd Giles 

5th Sunday 
29th December 

Christmas 1 
Gold/White 

 

10.30am 
Group Holy 
Communion 

Revd Pam 
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Your Safer Neighbourhood Team are: 

PC3331 Stuart Coote 
PCSO 6160 Shaun Culliss 

PCSO 40387 Calvin Brown  
 Local Police Team: 

01743 264777 

(Not to be used for reporting crime, incidents or emergencies) 

  Useful Numbers 
 

Shrewsbury Hospital 
01743 261 000 

 
Forestry England  

 Sara Pearce 
0300 067 6977 

 
NHS (formerly Shropdoc) 

111 
 

Pontesbury Medical  
01743 790 325 

 
Worthen Medical 

01743 891 401 
 

Pontesbury Chemist 
01743 790 273 

 
Police 

0300 333 3000 
 

Severn Trent Water 
0800 783 4444 

 
Western Power 
0800 328 1111 

 
BT 

0800 023 2023 
 

Stiperstones School 
01743 791 207 

 
Minsterley Motors 

01743 791 208 
 

Councillor H Kidd 
01938 561 651 

 
Philip Dunne MP 

01584 872 187 
 

Village Hall Bookings 
01743 791 633 

 
Stiperstones Oil Coordinator 

01743 792 204 
 

Snailbeach District News 
01743 790 049 

 
Stiperstones Stores 

01743 790 594 
 

Stiperstones Inn 
01743 791 327

Waste Collection Schedule

Mobile Post Office Opening Times 
the Post Office now operates in the back room of the Stiperstones Inn 

12:15 to 2:15. 
Post Office telephone number: 

08457 223344 (central customer services) 
 

Stiperstones Stores opening times 
approximately 9.00am - 5.30pm daily 

tel: 01743 790594

December 2019

Tues 3rd Tues 10th Tues 17th Mon 23rd Tues 31st

Green Black Green Black Green

Evening all...

Anyone with any information as to who carried out these crimes please contact 
Crimestoppers (0800 555111) or West Mercia Police on 101 

CRIME STATS  
Crimes, ASB and other incidents recorded in your area are now available on the 

website  www.police.uk 
BISHOP’S CASTLE SNT ON FACEBOOK  

For regular updates of local crimes, scams, incidents and suspicious vehicles you 
can follow or ‘like’ our Facebook page  Bishops Castle SNT Rural Watch. 
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Editor/Publisher: Patrick Marks - editor.sdn@mail.com 

Printers: SJF Design & Print - hello@sjfdesignandprint.co.uk 

Deadline for inclusion is midday on the 20th of each month for pre-booked items 

Visit snailbeachdistrictnews.co.uk for the latest road closures and local news

REGULAR 
ACTIVITIES 

 
S t i p e rs t o n e s  B ra s s  

Re h e a rs a l s  
Snailbeach Village Hall 

Mondays 7.45pm 
Term times only 

 
Knitter Natter 

Stiperstones Inn 
Tuesdays from 10.00am 

 
Yoga 

Snailbeach Village Hall 
Tuesdays 10.00am 

 
Iyengar Yoga 

Snailbeach Village Hall 
Tuesdays 7.00pm 

 
Snailbeach & Stiperstones Baby 

& Toddler Group 
Thursdays 10am ‐12am 
Snailbeach Village Hall 

 
Ballroom Dancing 

Snailbeach Village Hall 
1st & 3rd Thursdays 

From 7.30pm 
Beginners call 01743 790308 

 
Snailbeach WI 

Snailbeach Village Hall 
2nd Thursday ‐ 7.30pm 

 
Fit Club 

Stiperstones School Playground 
Every Sunday 9am 

Aerobics Village Hall 
6 ‐7 Wednesdays 80’s aerobics 

 
Pub Quiz 

The Stiperstones Inn 
Last Monday of every month 

£5 per team of up to 6 per team 
Cash prize!

Snailbeach Village Hall 
Snailbeach Village Hall Booking Fees 

To book the Village Hall please contact Marg Price on 
01743 791 633

Usage Normal rate
Village Hall 

Supporter Scheme 

Community groups/activities 
 (per session of up to 4 hours day or 6 

hours evening)
£20.00 £12.50

Private hire for meetings as above £32.50 £20.00

Children’s Party £32.50 £20.00

Funeral Tea £32.50 £20.00

Hire of hall with catering facilities £40.00 £25.00

Full Day Hire without bar facilities £60.00 £30.00

Hire of hall with full bar facilities. £90.00 £60.00

Commercial and corporate events  
 hire of the hall.

£150 full day 
£100 half day N/A

Government bodies £250.00 N/A

Answers to puzZles & posers from page 17

1) Twentythree and twentyfour. 2) 23 + 23 + 23 + 23 = 92 
3) Luxembourg, Hungary, Argentina 4) He who is too sharp 
sometimes cuts himself. (The code is the alphabet reversed.)  
5) Manila, Schubert, Pasteur, Naples. Viking cannot be 
anagrammed.  
6) Tony likes tomatoes. He only likes words that start with 
prepositions. 7) 715 x 46 = 32890 8) CONSIDERATION  9) The correct 
response is S, G. The series is the alphabet forward from A, skipping 
two letters, and the alphabet backward from Y, skipping two letters.  
10) Pedestrians come in two sorts: the quick and the dead.

1) A cow 2) Cinderella 3) 14th (1354) 
4) One Thousand and One Nights (Arabian Nights also acceptable) 
5) Puss in Boots 6) Doc, Grumpy, Sleepy, Bashful, Happy, Sneezy and 
Dopey 7) One Hundred 8) James Matthew 
9) A Golden Goose/Goose that lays golden eggs 
10) Dan Stevens (Matthew Crawley in Downton Abbey) 

Answers to Pantomine Quiz from page 29 


