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This could be the only view 

you will be able to see of 

this structure in the future 

if nature is left to have her 

own way. Can you tell what 

and where it is?  

Find out: Page 11
pic: Philip Sproson-Jones

gone? 

Going...

News from 
Eastridge woods 

John Bellis of the Eastridge Trail 

Partnership reports on the work 

being done to ‘calm down’ some of 

the trails, close others and erect 

more signage. 

Full story: Page19

Wild trails tamed!

pic: courtesy of ETP

Local weatherman tells the history of the 

Pennerley weather station.

Pennerley Climate 
monitors change

Noel Evans writes: Page 23

pic: Varun Singh Bhati
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What on earth has the weather been doing 
this year? It’s been one of the strangest 
summers I’ve ever experienced! It started in 
February. No really, it did! I distinctly 
remember walking some local fields with my metal detector in mid
February in T shirt and shorts. The temperature was around 19 degees 
centigrade on that bright sunny day. This was followed by the mad 
March storms of Freya and Gareth bringing strong winds and heavy 
rain to these shores. 
April brought storm Hannah, one of the most significant storms of the 
last 50 years with gusts of over 69 mph being recorded. 
We then suffered rain on a biblical scale in June and Pennerley was 
briefly nationally famous. Heatwaves interspersed with prolonged 
downpours followed. Cambridge Botanic Gardens set a new UK 
highest temperature record whilst Whaley Bridge was under threat of 
being inundated by the collapse of a dam overwhelmed by heavy rain 
and flooding. Festivals up and down the land have been cancelled on 
safety grounds due to freak weather conditions. Climate change 
seems to be happening before our very eyes on a weekly basis. 
Linking a single event to climate change is complicated of course. 
Whilst extreme weather events like heatwaves occur naturally, 
experts say these will now happen more often because of climate 
change. 
Records going back to the late 19th Century show that the average 
temperature of the Earth's surface has increased by about one degree 
since industrialisation. 
A climatology institute in Potsdam, Germany, conducted a study last 
year that found that the UK was now 30 times more likely to 
experience heatwaves compared to the year 1750, because of "the 
higher concentration of carbon dioxide (a greenhouse gas) in the 
atmosphere". The tipping point draws nearer. 
On a brighter note I’m constantly amazed each month by the amount 
of funds raised for charities and other good causes by the residents of 
our two tiny villages. Not a month goes by without a report being 
submitted to the SDN telling of a community pulling together and 
helping save the church or the play area or sending cash to an 
epilepsy support group, or the Severn Hospice. The list goes on... You 
should all be very proud of yourselves. 
John Lennon once said, “Life is what happens whilst you’re busy 
making plans.” This was brought home to me with great clarity this 
summer with my wife’s sudden and unexpected illness. Coming 
completely out of the blue as it did, it knocked us for six. Thanks to 
the NHS, however, I’m happy to report that Maria is recovering well 
from her surgery and the prognosis looks good. We trust that this will 
be an end to a challenging chapter in our lives.

Blakemore family mixup 
Corrections to our article about the 
Blakemore drowning in our June 
edition.                                    Page 3  
                                                                               
 Daffodil Planting 
Update and dates to meet, chat and 
plant!                                        Page 5 
 
Resting Hill Chimney 
What visual reference for future 
generations? Patrick takes a 
whimsical view.                     Page 11 
 
Sammy Mail 
Top tips to keep your computer 
clean and secure.                 Page 13 
 
50 years ago... 
Liz Knowles’ thought provoking 
review of our changing planet since 
the first moon landing 50 years ago. 
In full colour!               Pages 20, 21                         
                                   
Painted Ladies  
North African migrants make a 
welcome return to the hills in 
increased numbers.             Page 27                          
 
Forthcoming Events 
There is lots going on in the next 
few months. Socialise  and support 
local community events. 
Add dates to your diary!    Page35 
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snailbeachdistrictnews.co.uk 
for latest updates from  
Shropshire Council

The Big BBQ Bash success 
Malcolm Dunbar of Stiperstones tells us of the 
wonderful fundraising success for the Severn 
Hospice that he hosted at his home in July. 
“Once again it gives Doreen and I great pleasure 
and pride to thank all the kind and generous 
members of our community who gave their 
support and donations at the Big BBQ Bash we 
hosted on 7th July. The grand total, as I write, 
stands at £753.84. Truly a magnificent sum.  

Severn Hospice themselves were overwhelmed 
that such a small community could give so much. 
The money will be put to immediate use for an 
immediate cause. Doreen and I were somewhat 
disappointed that numbers were down on last 
year’s event for Lingen Davies, so the amount 
raised is even more impressive. I should learn 
never to anticipate who might, or might not, 
come. But, to quote Bob Dylan, ‘You don’t need a 
weather man to know which way the wind blows’. 
Many, many thanks again to all who came and for 
the kind appreciation expressed for the effort 
Doreen and I gave.” 
Well done Malcolm and Doreen, you’re a credit to 
the community! 

Coffee morning raises £1400! 
The coffee morning for St. Luke’s church took place 
on Saturday 29th June on a beautiful sunny 
morning. It was a great success and raised £1400. 
Joan Evans, one of the organisers, thanks everyone 
who came to support this event for the donations 
received. Thanks also to all the helpers who gave 
their time, for the wonderful cakes and the raffle 
prizes that helped to make it all possible. 
The dog’s name was ‘Casey’, chosen by Mr. 
Wilkinson of Telford  
 
 
 
 

Confusions and corrections   
‘Fred’ and ‘Alfred’ Blakemore 

In response to our article in the June  SDN (issue 
359) concerning the drowning of William 
Blakemore in Perkins Pool in 1914 and the link to 
Fred Blakemore, councillor, who was mentioned in 
the national press in October 1945, Marcia 
Fletcher has contacted us to point out a couple of 
errors. 

It appears that we have confused two different 
and unrelated Blakemore families who lived in 
Snailbeach in the early 20th century. 
Marcia writes, “Two different Blakemore families 
have been mixed up. William, who drowned, was 
of the Blakemores who lived at The Coppice House 
near The Smelthouse. 
Fred Blakemore the blacksmith and councillor of 
Crow’s Nest was a different family. Alfred (far right, 
back row) was neither a blacksmith nor a 
councillor. 
The Mary Blakemore in the photograph on the 
extreme left middle row was my paternal 
grandmother. The young girl at the front on her 
own was Annie who married Tom Oldfield 
(mistakenly called ‘Ted’ in our article), the Mine 
Captain’s son and also a councillor in 1945.” 
To further add to the confusion Marcia tells us that 
it was yet another Fred Blakemore who was one of 
a group that built ‘the fountain’ mentioned in the 
same article. A retaining wall, a tunnel and filters 
were installed. This is now known as ‘Scott Level’. 
We apologise for our mistakes and promise to 
check our sources more thoroughly in future. 

Newsbrief

David Blakemore & family outside The Coppice House, 
Snailbeach, late 1880’s 
Back row, left to right: John (Jack), David Jnr, William 
and Alfred. 
Seated: Mary, David Snr, and Mary nee Maddox. 
At front: Annie 
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PHIL GRIFFITHS 
Local Plumber 

 

 

 
Tap Replacement and Plumbing 

Repairs Undertaken 
 

New Taps Supplied and Fitted 
Home Choose Service 

 
Established 35 years 

Prompt and Professional 
Pontesbury based 

 
Tel: 01743 790046 

 
Mobile: 07970 010148 

Harry Coyle 
Landscaping 

Lawns, Hedges, Hardscaping, Decking,  
Slabs & Fencing 

hcoyle@live.co.uk 
Mob1. 07484 205 925 
Mob2. 07866 007 428

HOPE VALLEY RADIO 
01743 791 379 
07811 449 039 

* 
TWO WAY RADIO SALES & HIRE 

TV AERIALS 
SATELLITE DISHES 

CCTV SYSTEMS 
REPAIRS 

SUPPLIED AND INSTALLED

3, STATION ROAD 
MINSTERLEY

A FRIENDLY SERVICE 
FROM 

JENNY, AVRIL & 
STACEY  

WHO WELCOME 
 CUSTOMERS 
 OLD & NEW

TUESDAY - 9 TO 3  
(BARBER 2 TO 8 - WALK IN SERVICE) 

WEDNESDAY - 9 TO 4 
THURSDAY - 9 TO 9 

FRIDAY - 9 TO 5 
SATURDAY - BY APPOINTMENT

Telephone: 
 01743 792 548 

 for an appointment - or just drop in!



Thanks to everyone who came to the meeting at the pub in July and to 
everyone who has donated vital cash to the bulb and wildflower fund. 
At the meeting, we heard from a woman in Edgton who has set up wild verges 
in her village to encourage bees and other pollinators. We decided to leave 3 
areas of the verges in the village to tend as ‘bee cafes’. These will require 

clearing and wild seeds scattering in spring. Helpers and bee cafe champions are needed! 
Other areas will be planted with daffodil bulbs in October. We shall have a big village planting day on 
Sunday October 20th, when all help will be welcomed. Meet at Tim Hockly’s house Perkins Beach Dingle 
at 11am bring your bulb planters and trowels. Even an hour of your time will be welcomed. Please put 
this date on your calendars. 
Home owners whose properties are behind the verges will be approached during the next weeks for 
their permissions and cooperation. 
We are collecting donations for purchase of bulbs and seeds, following the raffle in August there is a 
Facebook fundraising campaign which is doing well too. So far we have £265 raised!  
Next month’s newsletter will have updates and latest info……...Once again thanks everyone.
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Daffodil Planting in Stiperstones 
More news from Tim Hockly & Sal Tonge 

 
Following Amber Bicheno's article in the July edition 
of the SDN (Issue 360), we were delighted to be 
invited to see the growing chicks in their pens prior 
to their release over the next few days. 
The 33 fledglings were in 2 pens with one set  

between 6 – 8 weeks and the other slightly younger. Amber was excellent in explaining their progress 
and behaviour now and when released. They were busy practising their flying, growing their beaks to 
the recognisable length of a curlew beak and practising their calls. The younger ones still had some 
down to lose but all were efficient in probing the ground for worms etc. 

The first week or so after release they will stay around locally 
before flying off to the coastal marshes for their first 2 years to 
mature before hopefully returning to the area where they were 
reared. There is 
much excitement 
as one bird from 
the hatching of 
two yeas ago has 
returned to the 
area . It is hoped 
more will follow 
in future years. 
Many thanks to 
the Curlew 
Country team 
and Amber for 
our entertaining  
visit. 
(Editor’s note: 
Shortly after 

Elspeth’s visit all 33 chicks were reported to have 
successfully taken wing and left the pens. We wish them 
good luck and hopefully many happy returns!)

News from 

Curlew Country
Elspeth Gorman writes

pic: Elspeth Gorman

pic: Amber Bicheno
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Snailbeach  
District News 
Advertising rates 

Effective from August 2019 

Per annum - (Yes, this is the yearly cost!) 

Eighth page - £25  

Quarter page - £35 

Half page - £70 

Full page - £130 

Circulation: 

350 hard copies delivered to local households 

businesses, restaurants and pubs. - FREE.  

10 x monthly editions per year 

No publication in January or August. 

Advertising year starts in August. 

Download the SDN: 

 www.snailbeachdistrictnews.co.uk 

 
Please contact John Gorman at:- 

sdn@secretary.net 

07732 805486 

Lewis Wealth Management Limited, 
St James’s House, Anchorage Avenue, 
Shrewsbury SY2 6FG
Office:    01743 444 700
Mobile:   07967 430 392
Email:      Neil.Lewis @ sjpp.co.uk
Web:     lewiswealthmanagement.co.uk

Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep 
up repayments on your mortgage.

With over 30 years experience, we offer friendly
professional advice on a wide range of financial 
services. 

Investment Planning
Retirement Planning
Inheritance Tax 
Planning
Intergenerational 
Planning
Mortgages

It’s important you make 
the right decisions.
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Only 36% of Americans can locate North Korea 
on a map. 
One of the moons of Uranus is called Margaret. 

There is a pig farm in Japan where the pigs only 
drink green tea. 

George Washington called a ceasfire during the 
American Revolutionary War to return a British 
general’s terrier that had wandered onto the 
battlefield. 

Speeding offence increase significantly the 
weekend after the release of a Fast and the 
Furious film. 

Using a musical instrument to annoy someone is 
illegal in Singapore. 

The Pope drives a blue Ford Focus. 

Horses can remember if you smiled when you 
last saw them. 

7% of the microplastic in the sea comes from 
the paint used for road markings. 

50 geese can produce 5,000 pounds of 
excrement a year. 

Dogs only make sad faces if there’s a person 
watching. 

People walk faster when passing banks. 

Robins go through puberty every year.

Newsletter Donations  

Many thanks to those who sent us 
donations over the last month including 

Mary & Barry   
If you wish to donate 

anonymously by direct bank transfer our 
details are: 

Sort code: 09-01-54 
A/C no: 05629702 

Otherwise donations can be left with 
Phil or Lara at  

the Stiperstones Inn  
or with Patrick at 5, Lower Works, 

SY5 0NY 
Help us  to  stay a  free,  secular  and 

independent publication serving the local 
community. 
Thank you.  

Sudoku:  
A puzzle in which players insert the numbers one 
to nine into a grid consisting of nine squares 
subdivided into a further nine smaller squares in 
such a way that every number appears once in 
each horizontal line, vertical line, and square. 

By popular demand we now give you 

SUDOKU 

No complaints so far about the’hard’ level of 
difficulty. This month you have a ‘hard’ and a 

‘very hard’. Good luck!

The best argument against 
democracy is a five-minute 

conversation with the average 
voter.  

Winston Churchill 
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For all your domestic electrical 
installation and property maintenance

VPJ Electrics & Property Services

Contact Paul Jones 

Tel: 07976 909 434 

Email: vpjones40@gmail.com 
 

“No job too small” 
Free estimates

PLOuGh GaraGE Jack EvaNS & SONS 
EStabLIShEd 1919

Chapel Street, Pontesbury, SY5 0RJ

SERVICING & MOT’S 
TYRES & EXHAUSTS 
BATTERIES 
AIR CONDITIONING

Tel: 01743 790 270 

Web: www.ploughgarage.co.uk 

Email: ploughgarage@btconnect.com

Window Cleaning
AB

Window Cleaning

Tel. 01743 792261
Mob.  07983 619325

E-mail. adrian.beesty@sky.com
Windows   |   Conservatories   |   Reach and Wash System and Traditional   |   Gutter Cleaning

Domestic and Commercial   |   Free No Obligation Quotations

MX  
REMOVALS

07887 804934
HOUSE REMOVALS 

HOUSE CLEARANCES 
RUBBISH REMOVED 

SINGLE ITEMS 
FREE QUOTES 

FULLY INSURED 

SHROPSHIRE

ANYWHERE - ANYTIME

The Flower Shop
3, Station Road, Minsterley 

Tel: 01743 791 860 
Email: 

theflower.shop@aol.com

Fresh Flowers, Plants, Greetings 
Cards, 

Wrapping Paper, Helium Balloons, 
and  

Much More

Fit after forty with Sal presents 
* Wednesdays 6 - 7 pm, 80’s style aerobics 
Cardio, strengthening and flexibility to the tunes 
you know and love 
* Fridays 9.15 - 10.15 Mereside pop up Fit club 
Mereside community centre play area 
* Sundays 9 - 10 am Stiperstones Fit club at school 
playground 
* Circuits, cardio blast, strengthening and toning 
in the great outdoors in a fun and friendly group 

All sessions £6 
Tel: 01743 792993 or find me on Facebook
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Chairman’s report 
from 
Ray Harper 

What’s on  
Saturday 7th September 

Hope Show 
Hope Village Hall 

2pm  4.30pm 
Sideshows and refreshments 

 
Sunday 8th September 

Car Boot & Table Top Sales 
Minsterley Parish Hall 

8.30am  12 noon 
 

07966 459 806 
 

14th  15th September 
Flower Festival Weekend 
St. Mary’s Church Habberley 

Festival Community Choir 
79pm Saturday 14th  £10 

Cream Tea Popup Cafe  
35pm Sunday 15th  

 
Saturday 21st September 

Jigsaw Sound Gala Concert 
The Guildhall, University Centre 

Shrewsbury 
7.00pm for 7.30pm start. 

Tickets £10 to include refreshments 
from Visitor Information Centre 

The Square, Shrewsbury 
01743 258888 

 
Friday 27th September 
Annual Harvest Auction 

8pm 
    The Miners Arms, Priest Weston. 

 Any produce welcome. 
 In aid of The Marsh and Middleton 

Churches. 
 

Sunday 13th October 
Day trip to Bletchley Park 

£34  includes admission 
Contact Anne  

 
Wed/Thurs  23rd/24th November 

London theatre trip 
Tina Turner or Mamma Mia 

includes a trip to Covent Garden 
£173 

Contact Anne 
07966 459 806 

 
Download the Snailbeach District News in full colour from 

www.snailbeachdistrictnews.co.uk 
together with all the latest news from Shropshire Council

The last month has been quiet, even some of the halls regular 
users have been taking a holiday. So other than the usual 
work undertaken by the loyal band of volunteers to keep the 
grass down and the hall and the surrounds tidy there is little 
activity to report. Although Anita did source and provide 
parts for the swings that needed replacing and John has fitted 
them.  

It is good to be able to report that since new signage was 
fitted in the car park there has been a considerable rise in the 
donations made by those using the facility. We have never 
kept exact records of the number of cars using the car park 
but we are confident that the donations now give a better 
reflection of use. This money helps us achieve our main 
priority which is to maintain the hall and the surrounds for 
the benefit of the community.  

Unfortunately we now know that we will not be receiving a 
grant from the Calor Community Fund. It is a shame but I 
suppose it is to be expected that we would eventually get a 
knock back as we had been so successful with all our previous 
applications. We will of course continue to apply for grants 
when the opportunity arises but in the meantime it is back to 
raising funds for the hall and play area via more traditional 
means (our own labour). If anyone has any ideas for novel 
and fun ways of raising money please don’t be shy, we would 
love to hear your thoughts and perhaps you can help us 
organise an event. 

Our next events are the Car Boot and Table Top Sale (on 
which I will report next month) and some discussion is 
underway regarding a VE day anniversary celebration. We will 
have to wait and see how that progresses.  

Oh, the irony... The 
supreme 

irony of life 
is that 
hardly 

anyone gets 
out of it 

alive. 
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Balti Spice 

 
Bangladesh Restaurant & Takeaway

the Old bake house, brookside, Pontesbury. 
 SY5 0QF 

Tel: 01743 791 848 
Open every evening 

5.30 pm to 11.00 pm 
15% off all collected takeaway orders over £12 

Free home delivery within a 3 mile radius 
Sunday & Wednesday night specials  

4 course meal - £10.95 
Papadoms, Starter, Main Course, Rice or Nan 

(Eat in only. Excludes seafood and duck dishes) 

Fully Licensed

Hardware & software support
Troubleshooting, repairs & upgrades

Custom set up of: Laptops, PC’s & Tablets 
WiFi and cabled Network configuration

Broadband and internet issues
Malware & Virus removal

Security software setup
File rescue / data recovery

Printer issues
Backup solutions

Mobile service to your door
Remote support

Friendly local IT support for home & small businesses: South Shropshire area

Setting up a PC out of the box can be challenging, it often ends up in 
confusion resulting in a machine that is a pain to use. The 
manufacturers don’t make it any easier, bombarding the user with 
multiple choices and unnecessary software.

By enabling easy access to the things that you like and frequently use 
and by placing the things that you don’t need or use out of the way, we 
can provide you with a system that is secure, simple to operate and 
customised to your specific needs.

Contact:   Rob
Tel:           01588-650567
Mobile:     07765-240718
Email:       robwestonnet@aol.com

We can resolve most issues quickly and conveniently at your location
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“That chimney’s getting smaller…” These words 
uttered by a visitor to our home first brought my 
attention to the fact that the Resting Hill chimney 
in Snailbeach did indeed appear to be shrinking as 
the insidious growth of trees up on the hillside was 
slowly but surely depriving the village of the full 
magnificence of this much loved iconic landmark. 
One day it would just vanish altogether, like some 
ancient Inca ruin, a sad victim of neglect. So I 
decided to discover if anything could be done to 
stave off the threat of 
obscurity.  
Did anyone else feel 
the same. Well, yes. It 
appears I wasn’t the 
only one. One 
resident told me, “As a 
child I can remember 
as you approached 
Snailbeach at the 
‘Wimberry top’, the 
top of the farm lane, 
you could clearly see The Top Engine House and 
the Chimney sitting above the village and they 
were an amazing feature. Thousands of pounds 
were spent consolidating these buildings in the 
late 1990’s, but now you could pass through the 
village and not even be aware that they are there 
– it is such a shame. They were such an 
outstanding symbol of our village and its heritage.” 
So, armed with positive local sentiment for the 
dear old chimney I did what we aggrieved English 
rural dwellers do best – I marched on Shirehall 
armed with a sharpened pitch fork and shouted 
my demands for the removal of the offending 
greenery. Then I threatened commando attacks 
with chain saws in the dead of night on the 
offending vegetation if my demands were not 
met…  
Actually, I wrote a couple of letters to the Council. 
Strongly worded letters, mind you.  
Meanwhile I conspired with others of similar 
supportive views and we planned The Great 
Snailbeach District News Campaign to Save the 
Chimney. The media was about to be alerted and 
civil disobedience had even been mentioned in 
whispers. Banners and posters were being 
designed.  
My first two lettters were largely ignored, except 

for a terse reply stating, “this will be dealt with 
when we see fit and not before, and certainly not 
before you have lost the will to live waiting for our 
response”, or words to that effect.  
So I then contacted the Natural and Historic 
Environment Officer for advice on who might be 
best to champion our cause. I received a prompt 
but dismissive one line response informing me 
that my request for the radical deforestation of 
Snailbeach had been forwarded to yet another 
department for their consideration.  
Their considered response was tardy yet deadly 
and it killed our infant Campaign stone dead. All 
work on banners and posters was abandoned. Our 
cause was lost. I quote below some of the crushing 
words from the Tree & Woodland Amenity 
Protection Officer: 

“As you may be 
aware the woodland 
around the chimney is 
a SSSI and priority 
habitat (broadleaf 
woodland) site …   I 
visited Snailbeach in 
March and at that 
time the chimney 
appeared prominent 
as a feature on the 
skyline as one drives 

into the village and it seems unlikely that the 
chimney will disappear from view in the near 
future. The extent of cutting back to reveal the 
whole chimney to its base would be extensive and 
have an unacceptable effect upon the woodland, 
minor cutting back would need to be repeated on a 
regular basis and is unlikely to provide benefits 
that merit the cost. 
We in the Planning Tree Team would support work 
to remove the  likelihood of trees damaging the 
various historic structures in the woodland and we 
might offer our support to some sort of tree work 
around the chimney if it was part of a holistic 
management plan which, supported by an 
evidence base and appropriate monitoring, could 
be shown to provide net improvements to the 
quality of the woodland and the areas biodiversity 
but we would not necessarily support small scale 
ad hoc works  that would at best provide 
some temporary visual benefits but would not 
serve to protect, conserve or enhance the priority 
habitat.” 
So, there you have it. The chimney will continue to 
shrink over the foreseeable future and that’s that. 
We have been thwarted; our aspirations trampled 
into the undergrowth, our dreams trodden into 
the mud. 
I’m still keeping my pitch fork sharpened though…

pic: Philip Sproson-Jones

The Resting Hill chimney 
in Snailbeach

The Shrinking Chimney 
of Snailbeach

Patrick Marks takes a 
whimsical view.
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Nipstone Campsite
The Bog, SY5 0NJ 

Tel: 01743 792 073 
Email: 

timrm@mail.com
Small Friendly Campsite for tents, located 200 

yards off The Shropshire Way. Facilities include  
toilets and hot & cold water. Campfires are 
permitted and firewood is available to buy. 

Dogs & Children Welcome. 
£6 per person per night. Under 5’s free.

S & D Garden Services 

Gardener Handymen 

If you need help with your garden, look no 

further!
 

Contact Darrell - 07340 716 311 

or Steve - 07799 468 898 

 

Lawn Mowing, Hedge Cutting and 

 General Garden Maintenance

We sell: Local & Exotic Meat, Game, Pies, 
Fruit, Veg, Cakes, Bread, Milk, Cheese, Tinned 

Goods, Cereals, Tea, Coffee, Sugar, Biscuits, 
Crackers, Crisps, Sauces, Jams & Pickles.

BBQ pack 1 £25.99 
4 Handmade Burgers 

4 Chicken Fillets 
4 Pork Steaks 

4 Sirloin Steaks 
Family Pack - 

£24.99 
400g Lean Diced 

Beef 
400g Mince Steak 

4 Handmade Burger 
1.5 kg Gammon 

Joint 
1 Large Chicken 

Gym Pack - £24.99 
6 Chicken Fillets 

6 Pork Steaks 
2 Sirloin Steaks 
500g Dry Cure 

Bacon 
 

Roast Pack - £29.99 
1kg Local Topside 

1kg Local Pork Joint 
1kg Gammon Joint 
2kg Large Chicken 

 

MSH Electrical Services 
All types of electrical work 

PAT Testing, LED Lighting 
Central Heating Systems 

Free Quotes 
35 Years Experience 

Mike Hockly 
Mob. 07961 278 028 
Tel. 01743 891 610 

email: hockly342@btinternet.com

T P Hockly 
Building Contractor 

Timber Framed Buildings & Extensions, 

Brickwork & Plastering 

Driveways, General Building Work & 

Building Maintenance 

Call Tim on: 01743 791 114 

Mobile: 07814 498 524

rESPONSIbLE dISPOSaL aNd 
rEMOvaL OF uNWaNtEd bEE aNd 

WaSP NEStS 
reasonable rates 

 
 
 
 
 
 
call tim hockly 07814 498 524
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The Sammy Mail Column - with Geoff Sproson

Keeping it 
clean outside 
and in. 

How often do you clean or sanitise your computer 
equipment? I am peeling a satsuma over mine as I 
type this and will shortly be sloshing a cup of 
coffee over it.  I have to replace my keyboard fairly 
often once the keys get too sticky; understandably 
I suppose. 
As you might guess there 
are plenty of products on 
the market to give your 
keyboard the Mary 
Whitehouse treatment. 
Trolling the net I find that I 
should have: cotton buds, a 
compressed air spray, a mini 
keyboard hoover, and some 
antibacterial wipes. I have 
just given mine a shake and 
got some dust, some crumbs and a staple out.  I 
have sprayed the board with some screen cleaner 
and the cotton buds have come out pretty black, 
so maybe a couple of million bacteria less.  (Yes I 
did unplug the keyboard first). The screen and the 
mouse have had a good wipe too, so now what 
about the insides (the files, photos, emails and 
web pages I mean, not the circuit boards, although 
if you have an old PC a quick hoover around the 
fan grill is a good idea). 
If you keep documents, letters or spreadsheets on 
your computer here are some tips to keep them in 
order, so you can find them again: 

The same rules apply to your emails; be ruthless 
and delete unwanted, irrelevant or duplicate mails 
at least once a week. If you save downloads or 
attachments, you don’t need to keep the original 

email and if you send photos or other large files, 
clear out your ‘Sent’ box. Oh and empty that trash 
bin as well. 
If you download photos from a camera or phone 
again be ruthless; we all take half a dozen of the 
same shot looking for that ‘David Bailey’ moment 
but only save the best one. Keep them in folders 
with a place and date name. 
Surfing the net puts all sorts of stuff onto your 
computer. We all love those pop ups asking if it’s 
OK to give you a few cookies but soon your 

computer will have more 
cookies than ‘Dunkin 
Donuts’. Cookies aren’t all 
bad, they help you browse 
your favourite sites quicker 
and they allow you to 
search for places or sellers 
nearby and save time with 
saved passwords. If you are 
searching for stuff that you 
don’t want to keep a 
record of, most browsers 

like Safari, Firefox and IE have a private browsing 
option, when no history or cookies are saved. 
Usually at the top right hand corner click and 
choose ‘Open private window’.  Every now and 
then I like to clear out all my history and cookies. 
You can do this by clicking on your library or 
history button. You can choose what to delete. If 
you save passwords or log in details don’t delete 
those. 
For a more serious clean up most ‘antivirus 
packages’ have more advanced clean up options – 
but always remember if you are not sure what will 
happen make sure you have a ‘Back Up’ see next 
month’s article for more about this. 

Use sensible file names, I often add the 
date to the title. 

Use directories, sometimes called 
folders, to keep like objects together. 

Back up important files to an external 
drive or to the Cloud. - More about the 
Cloud next month.

A study found that there were 
3,543,000 bacteria for each square 

inch of the average computer 
keyboard, and that phones were 

covered with 1,600,082 per square 
inch. The study also found that for 
many their keyboards are dirtier 

than their toilet seats. 
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A M Batchelor Builders Ltd. 
Renovations, Extensions, Property Maintenance, Alterations and Hard Landscaping. 

Over 30 years of experience. Free estimates and advice.

A M Batchelor Builders Ltd. 
Coppice Farm 

Snailbeach, Shrewsbury, Shropshire. 
SY5 0NS 

Mobile: 07785 531 910 
Email: andybatch36@hotmail.com

Monday to Friday 8:30am to 5:30pm, Saturday 8:30am to 3:00pm

Fresh flowers, plants and a large range of giftware items 
 

Main Road, Pontesbury, SY5 0PY 
01743 792333 

www.annewhysall.co.uk

Mark Abrams

Lydcote, The Lyde
Bromlow SY5 0EB

07515 441954

mwagardencare.blogspot.com
mwa.gardens@gmail.com

MWA Garden Care
Grounds and Garden Maintenance

FLORISTS



Mr. Quips 
Corner

Snailbeach District News - Issue 361

September 2019

Page 15

I wish I’d said that...

from Judith Rice

Tennis would be way more exciting if they 
used dogs for ball boys. 
With my luck I'll probably be reincarnated 
as me. 
I was hooked on auctions after only going 
once... going twice. 
I always wanted to learn to procrastinate... 
just never got around to it. 
Sure, I'd love to help you out... now, which 
way did you come in? 
As I get older and remember all the people 
I've lost along the way. I think to myself 
maybe a career as a tour guide wasn't for 
me. 
I hope the guy who invented Autocorrect 
burns in hello! 
Russian history in 5 words: "And then 
things got worse." 

 

Maybe it's not global 
warming. Maybe it's 
just planetary 
menopause.

A modest little person, with much to be 
modest about  Winston Churchill 
He makes a very handsome corpse and 
becomes his coffin prodigiously ‐ Oliver 
Goldsmith 
Her hat is a creation that will never go out 
of style. It will look ridiculous year after 
year  Fred Allen 
I never forget a face, but in your case I’ll 
make an exception  Groucho Marx 
I see her as one great stampede of lips 
directed at the nearest derriere  Noël 
Coward 
A brain of feathers, and a heart of lead  
Alexander Pope 
He can compress the most words into the 
smallest idea of any man I know  
Abraham Lincoln 
Useless as a pulled tooth  Mary Roberts 
Rinehart 
A sophisticated rhetorician, inebriated 
with the exuberance of his own verbosity 
 Benjamin Disraeli 
Thank you for sending me a copy of your 
book  I'll waste no time reading it  
Moses Hadas

It’s never too late to learn something new!  
Experience the delights of learning not for qualifications but for the joy of discovery! Here at 
Pontesbury and Rea Valley U3A a group of people share the similar aims of maintaining and improving 
the quality of their lives by being fulfilled and active in later life. We have over 20 active Interest 
Groups so the chances are high that there will be something to take your fancy. Have a look around 
our website, and come and join us.   
We look forward to meeting you.  
Activities are run by and for members who share their interests and skills in a friendly and informal 
environment, often in members’ own homes. There are no obstacles to joining the U3A. All you need 
is spare time to learn and share social and cultural opportunities with likeminded people. More 
information about PRV U3A can be found on our website:  
https://u3apontesburyreavalley.org.uk/index.htm 
Our next Open Meeting is on 18th September 2:00 p.m. in Pontesbury and promises to be very 
interesting. Our speaker, local award winning florist Anne Whysall, will be talking about plants and we 
can put this into practice.  
Just in case you’re feeling your age, take heart. A 100yearold German woman has just decided to go 
into politics and is now standing as a councillor in her local town. So, there’s no excuse for not doing 
some of those things that you’ve always thought worth doing, is there? 
No internet?  Please ring 01743 792790 for a chat 
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COPYCOPYCOPYCOPY

 
Commercial Printing 

* 
Business & Personal 

Stationery 
* 

Ultra High-Speed Copying 
* 

Design Service 
* 

High Quality 
Digital Colour Printing 

* 
Full Colour Envelopes 

 
130 Longden Coleham, Shrewsbury 

01743 360424 
www.copy-write.co.uk

  
 

 

TrTTrees, Hedges ees, HedTrees, Hedges Trees, Hedges Trees, Hedges Trees, Hedges Trees, Hedges Trees, Hedges Trees, Hedges Trees, Hedges ges Trees, Hedges Trees, Hedges Trees, Hedges Trees, Hedges 
& Wo&& Woodlands& Woodlands& Woodlandsodlands& Woodlands& Woodlands& Woodlands& Woodlands& Woodlands& Woodlands& Woodlands 

 Tree Surgery Small or Large Trees, 
felling, pruning or planting 

 Hedge management – trimming & 
shaping - large or small 

 Traditional hedge-laying 
 Woodland Management – Coppicing, 

felling, planting 
 Orchard Management 
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Answers on page 40

Question 1: 
If I am a man and Jason's son is my son's father, 
what relationship am I to Jason?  
Question 2: 
What word from group B belongs to group A and 
why?  
A) FRONT, SKI, MELON, FALL 
B) ROAD, TIRE, TOWER, CLIFF  
Question 3: 
Something extraordinarily unusual happened on 
the 6th of May, 1978 at 12:34 p.m. What was it?  
Question 4: 
Picture a ship at anchor. Over the side hangs a 
rope ladder with half a meter rungs. The tide 
rises a half metre per hour. At the end of five 
hours, how much of the ladder will remain above 
the water assuming the nine rungs were above 
water when the tide began to rise?  
Question 5: 
An old beggar collects cigarette ends from 
ashtrays and sidewalks and uses the tobacco to 
roll her own cigarettes. She has this practice 
down to a fine art, knowing it will take seven 
cigarette ends to make one cigarette. Since she 
has collected 49 ends, how many cigarettes can 
she make from these and why?  
Question 6: 
Gloria Goodbody opened her own clothing store 
called "The Wrap". She wasn't sure about pricing 
certain items so she devised her own method. At 
"The Wrap" a vest costs £20, socks cost £25, a tie 
costs £15 and a blouse costs £30. Using Gloria's 
pricing scheme, how much would a pair of 
underwear cost?  
Question 7: 
What is a five letter word in the English language 
whose pronunciation isn't changed by removing 
four of its letters?  
Question 8: 
A man left home one morning. He turned right 
and ran straight ahead. Then he turned left. After 
awhile, he turned left again, running faster than 
ever. Then he turned left once more and decided 
to go home. In the distance he could see two 
masked men waiting for him. Who were they?  
Question 9: 
You throw away the outside and cook the inside. 
Then you eat the outside and throw away the 
inside. What did you eat? 

Stiperstones Church Parking.  
Notice of Change. 

Due to an unfortunate incident this past spring 
at the Stiperstones Methodist Church car park, 
we regret that the car park will be for short term 
use only and by prearrangement with 
permission. This can be done by contacting 
reavalleymethodists@gmail.com or by calling 
01743 791 267. For more information on parking 
please see our website at 
www.shropshireandmarches.org.uk.  
The car park will be closed for public use on the 
following dates and are subject to change 
without notice  September 18th, 19th and 
24th, November 1st, 13th and 30th and 
December 21st. 

Upcoming Events 
Graveside Flower Service  

Snailbeach Churchyard, September 28th, 11am. 
Do you have a loved one laid to rest in 
Snailbeach church yard and wish to dress their 
resting place with some flowers? Please join us 
for a short blessing service where you can bring 
some flowers, have a quiet moment of 
remembrance, have the flowers blessed and say 
a prayer. A free will offering is accepted for the 
upkeep of the graveyard.  

Funeral Planning Session Stiperstones 
September 24th, 7pm 

No one likes to think of their mortality but if 
something happened to you, would your loved 
ones know your wishes, even if you don’t want a 
church funeral? Please consider attending this 
short half hour funeral planning service on what 
information would be helpful to funeral 
planning. There is a take home sheet you can fill 
out in your own time. This is free of charge and 
open to everyone regardless of religious belief 
(or none).  
See page 38 for Methodist Church service times

Lordshill Baptist Church 
Lordshill Baptist Church plans to hold a public 
meeting and service in Snailbeach Village Hall 
on Saturday afternoon, 28th September at 3.00 
pm. The theme will be "What have Jesus and 
the Bible done for us all?"  



 
 
 

Recycle your old scrap metal 

 
Washing Machines, Cookers, Cars, vans, Cast, 

Brass, copper, lead, batteries, cable, farm 

scrap, old central heating systems, etc. 

 

 

No load too big or too small 

Free Collection! 

 

 

Call - 07989 050 276 

Or -  01743 791 493
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SWS Broadband, Brook House, Pennerley, Shrewsbury SY5 0NE 

0333 7000 227 | connect@swsbroadband.net 

SWS Broadband 
Your Local Internet Service Provider. . . 

Connecting Shropshire since 2005 
 

 

 
Affordable 

Reliable 

Flexible 

High Speed 

from £24/month 

Further savings with VoIP phone 

Choose the bandwidth you require 

Change service without penalty 

From 10Mbps to 30+Mbps 

Choose the bandwidth that suits you 

In-house technical support  

99.99% availability 
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It’s been around 4 months since the public 
meeting at Snailbeach Village Hall where local 
residents had the opportunity to meet Forestry 
England and the Eastridge Trail Partnership (ETP) 
to discuss the management of the mountain 
biking trails in Eastridge Woods. 
Since this meeting the ETP have taken on board 
some of the comments made regarding how the 
mountain bike trails interact with the walking 
paths that run throughout the woodland, 
particularly those associated with the path known 
as the ‘pipe track’ which is well used by both 
walkers and horse riders. 
Works have already been undertaken to close 
many of the cuts that have developed down from 
the mountain bike trails onto the pipe track. The 
ETP will be monitoring this to ensure that any 
new cuts are closed as soon as possible. A 
meeting has also taken place at Eastridge 
between the ETP and Forestry England to discuss 
additional amendments to the trail network to 
reduce the speed of riders when crossing the 
walking paths. 
A scheme of works has been agreed to install 
corners in several locations to reduce rider speed 
and increase visibility for both riders and walkers 
at these points. Signage will also be installed by 
the ETP in key locations where official crossings 
remain. 
Although the ETP would like to undertake these 
works as soon as possible it is not possible to 
undertake sustainable trail maintenance during 
dry and dusty summer conditions. It is therefore 
planned that these works will be undertaken 
through a series of public dig days in early 
autumn which will be promoted though the ETP 
Facebook page. These changes will be monitored 
by both Forestry England and the ETP and should 
avoid the need for further trail closures. 
The ETP are always happy to answer any 
questions or meet with residents should they feel 
that there are any specific issues with the trails 
that need to be addressed. Please feel free to 
contact us at any time through our Facebook 
page.

EEaassttrriiddggee  TTrraaiill  PPaarrttnneerrsshhiipp
AAnn  uuppddaattee  ffrroomm  

JJoohhnn  BBeelllliissAnother summer holidays over, well for the 
children. I’m sure lots of you will be taking the 
opportunity for a quieter or cheaper holiday this 
September. I will be! So unfortunately, I’m going to 
be missing the presentation event for the prize 
winners of the moon landing writing competition on 
Saturday 7th September. The FoPLs had a lot of 
entries to chose from, come along and hear the 
stories with a cup of tea and a slice of cake. 
I think a lot of people know that one of 
Pontesbury’s most famous literary visitors was D H 
Lawrence, he was born on 11th September 1885. 
While searching for an autumnal quote I found an 
extract from the short novel St Mawr, said to be 
inspired by his stay in Shropshire, published in 1925. 
“They came at last, trotting in file along a narrow 
track between heather, along the saddle of the hill, 
to where the knot of pale granite suddenly cropped 
out. It was one of those places where the spirit of 
aboriginal England still lingers, the old savage 
England, whose last blood still flows in a few 
Englishmen, Welshmen, Cornishmen.” 
We had a couple of events for children this summer, 
but not as many as I would have liked. If you have a 
skill, craft or anything that children would enjoy and 
could deliver a little session during the school 
holidays please get in touch with Beverley or Kay at 
the library. I’m sure we could even manage 
something musical. 
Keep an eye out for posters advertising our library 
events or check on the FoPL Facebook page Use 
Pontesbury Library.

from The Library Owl

News from 

Pontesbury Library
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In the words of Alfred Worden, a 1971 Apollo 
15 astronaut, 
“Now I know why I’m here. Not for a closer look 
at the moon, but to look back at our home, the 
Earth.” 
William Anders from the Apollo 14 mission, the 
man who took the first iconic 
photograph of the earth from 
space:  
“We came all this way to 
explore the moon, and 
the most important 
thing is that we 
discovered the 
Earth.” 
Edgar Mitchell, 
another Apollo 
astronaut and the 
sixth person to 
ever walk on the 
moon, was deeply 
moved by his 
experience in space in 
1971. He wrote: 
“Suddenly, from behind 
the rim of the moon, in long 
slow motion moments of 
immense majesty, there emerges a 
sparkling blue and white jewel, a light delicate 
sky blue sphere laced with slowly swirling veils 
of white, rising gradually like a small pearl in a 
thick sea of black mystery. It takes more than a 
moment to fully realise this is Earth.....home.” 
The beautiful, blue, green and white sphere on 
which we live. The beautiful Earth which 
succours us and which gives us everything we 

need for our survival and on which we utterly 
depend. 
From the moon the Earth looks serene, 
inviolate, pristine. 
Now there are satellites orbiting our planet 
constantly. From their closer perspectives the 

Earth no longer looks so pristine. The 
cracks began to show some time 

back and now the damage 
we have wreaked is 

clearly visible -  the 
retreating icecaps 

and glaciers, the 
deforestation, the 
spreading 
megacities, the 
plumes of 
airborne pollution, 
the extreme 
weather systems 

created by rising 
seas and rising 

temperatures. 
I was born in the time of 

regular smog alerts. I can 
remember being sent home 

from school early because of a 
particularly bad event, and walking 

through it unaccompanied. The risk to public 
health was obvious to everyone. It was visible, 
palpable and tangible, so something had to be 
done. And something was done. A solution was 
found in spite of the costs to industry and 
business.  
Now the threat to the Earth, to us, all of us, is 
imminent and existential. 

50 years ago man landed 
on the moon...                           

This year is the fiftieth anniversary of the 1969 moon landings. Going to the 
moon changed their lives, they said. Those brave men who went up into space 
in the 1960’s and 70’s. A lasting legacy in their consciousness; the sight of the 

Earth from space. 

 by Liz Knowles
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Or are we really so greedy, so short sighted, so 
selfish, that we are prepared for devastation 
as long as it is not in our lifetimes? 

Carl Sagan, Astronomer: 
“There is perhaps no better demonstration of 
the folly of human conceits than (the) distant 
image of our tiny world... a mote of dust 
suspended in a sunbeam.” 
So what sort of earth will the next generation 
inherit? 

David Attenborough, December 2016, said: 
“How could I look my grandchildren in the eye 
and say I knew what was happening to the 
world and did nothing?” 

It is known what we have to do. 
It is known why we have to do it. 

We know how we can do it. 
We know it is the right thing to do. 

We have the means. 
We know we need to do it NOW. 
But will we do it and in time?  

You are here

Taken by: Cassini  
Date: April 12, 2006  
One of Cassini's final photos of Earth between Saturn 
and its rings. This image shows our planet from 870 
million miles away. 

The Earth from the moon

https://rebellion.earthVisit:

No words...

nationalgeographic.com

.
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Tankerville 

 Pottery and Gallery 
 

Excellent selection 
of: 

Paintings, Cards, 
Crystals, Stoneware 

Pottery, Oven to 
Tableware, Bread 

Crocks. 
 

Super Presents at 
Reasonable Prices! 

 
Tankerville Pottery & Gallery 

Pennerley, Stiperstones. 
SY5 0NB 

Tel: 01743 791 580 
www.tankervillegallery.co.uk

Norman Jones
 

domestic 

appliances 

repairs to 

Cookers, Washers 

& Dryers 

Same Day/Next day 
service where possible 
All Work Guaranteed 

new & used sales 

Washers 
Bosch normally available 
Delivered & installed to 

working taps, etc. 
Old Appliance Removed 

GLADRAGS 
 
 
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

New & Used Dress Agency 
Call in to see our selection of 

quality classic, casual & designer 
clothing and accessories at 

affordable prices 
 

Autumn is now on its way! 
Time to re-vamp your wardrobe. 

We have now taken in quality used 
clothing and accessories for the 

autumn and winter season. 
Should you require our ‘collection 
and return’ service for a complete 

wardrobe clearance, please call 
Sue for information. 

 
UPSTAIRS AT 

CONNECTIONS STORE, 
SHREWSBURY ROAD, 

PONTESBURY, SY5 0QD 
Visit our Tea Room for 

 Ladies that Lunch! 

T: 01743 790600 
M: 07795 592716 

Evenings: 01743 791935 
E: sue.lindsay@stiperstones.net 

Please ring 
PETE: 07971 252069 

Norman: 07816 875233 
Home/Ansa: 01588 638677

Cliffdale offers comfortable home-from-home 
accommodation for around twenty-five residents 

over the age of 65, who require assistance with 
everyday living and personal care.

SHREWSBURY ROAD, PONTESBURY, SHROPSHIRE 
SY5 0QD 

TEL: 01743 790 261 

CLIFFDALE CARE 
HOME

Currently recrui�ng Senior Care Assistants, Care Assistants 
General Assistants, Cooks & Domes�c Cleaners

Learn more at cliffdalecarehome.co.uk and 
facebook @cliffdalecarehome

RESIDENTIAL, DAY STAY AND RESPITE CARE
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I have always been fascinated by the weather, and began recording weather back in February 1986. 
Around that time the DHSS, as it was known then, started to make additional cold weather payments 
and asked weathermen if they or anyone they knew would be interested in recording weather and 
temperatures to help them ascertain when the required temperature was reached so they could then 
start to make the payments. A very good friend of the family happened to be a weatherman and asked 
me if I was interested. Naturally I jumped at the chance to be able to further my fascination with the 
elements. 

The Station was only basic, recording Max. and Min. 
Temperatures and Rainfall. I was supplied with the 
appropriate equipment and off I went. The Pennerley 
weather station was born. This lasted one year in total by 
which time the DHSS chose to gather their data from the 
Met Office direct. Having been left with the 
thermometers and rain gauge I carried on recording on 
my own until October of 1988.  
It was about September of 1988 that another family 
friend spotted an advert in the Shropshire Star, put in by 
the Met Office, asking if anyone would be interested in 
recording the weather for them on a voluntary basis. 

Once again I jumped at the chance and responded. After a visit from some Met Officers from R.A.F 
Shawbury I started weather recording with higher standard equipment. I also made a wider range of 
observations; Ground Surface Min. temp, Visibility, Total Cloud amounts, Wind Speed and Direction, 
State of Ground and a coded figure for present weather.  
The official role of the weather station was for gathering data for climate purposes and was renamed 
‘Pennerley Climate’. All the weather data I observed was sent to the Met Office once a month on a big 
paper form know as a 3208b. Submission then slowly progressed from floppy disk to entering data 
directly on to the Met Office website until about four years ago when a  fully automatic station was 
installed which allows hourly observations to be made. The Met Office can also dial into it directly to 
download the data themselves. 
Having observed the weather for over 30 years now, it never ceases to amaze me what nature can throw 
at us. This can be seen in the increase in severe weather 
incidents which seem to be becoming a more frequent 
occurrence in the present times.   
From my own records I can recall the severest storm I 
ever recorded which was on the 03rd August 2001 where 
we had a thunderstorm midafternoon which dropped 
2.5 inches of rain in just one hour and gave a twenty four 
hour total of 3.2 inches. The most recent severe weather 
incident was back in June when from the 11th to the 13th 
we had a series of low depressions which lasted three 
days and dropped a total of 4.8 inches of rain over that 
time period plus perpetual fog, which never lifted over 
the same time period. Something that I’ve never known 
in the thirty years of weather recording.  
Winters too seem to come and go with less snow fall 
over the last ten to fifteen years, although from 2009 to 
2014 we saw a dramatic increase in snow fall, with deep drifting which we had not seen here for many 
years. There certainly does seem to be changes in weather patterns; some dramatic some more subtle. 
If there are any further major weather events I will keep you all posted.                     

Pennerley Weather. From Noel Evans of 

Pennerley Climate 

Noel checks out ‘Pennerley Climate’ 
up in the hills

pic: Noel Evans

Noel wades through floods  in Tankerville 
after the record rainfall of June  this year

pic: courtesy of Shropshire Star
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Iyengar Yoga in Shropshire 
 

Hignetts 
of 

Pontesbury Ltd 
Established 1919 

 
Family run fresh food retailers 

 
Locally sourced meat 

Fresh fruit and vegetables 
Fair trade foods 

Bread, pies, buns and cakes all  
baked on the premises daily 

 
Freshly filled sandwiches, 

baguettes and rolls 
 

Groceries at competitive prices 
Garden plants and flowers 

Compost and grow bags 
 

UPS parcel collection and 
delivery hub 

 
Tel: 01743 790 228 
www.hignetts.co.uk

Feel Good Feet
Foot Health Practitioner

Julie Foster
DipFH   MCFHP   MAFHP

Mobile foot treatments in the comfort of your own home
To book an appointment call

07772 086846
Routine home foot care visits include:

Toenail trimming  Ingrown toenail 
Thickened nails  Fungal infections 

Lacuna  Corn removal  Callus reduction  
Cracked heels and fissures  Diabetic foot care 

Verrucae  Pedisafe nail reconstruction 
Warm wax therapy treatment 

Manicure  Pedicure  Gel nail polish
Fully insured and DBS checked. 

Registered with the British association of foot health professionals

Yoga Class
Snailbeach Village Hall 
Tuesdays 7.00 – 8.30 p.m. 

Suitable for all levels 
Pre-booking only 
For details contact:- 

Liz on 01743 790698 
elizabethknowles1@googlemail.com 

Carolyn Bailey 
Alterations 

Alterations, tailoring, dressmaking, 
bridal and evening wear, all soft 

furnishings, curtains, cushions altered 
and made to measure.

Woodlands 
Ploxgreen 
Minsterley

01743 791 972 
07784 8836599
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Rt Hon Philip Dunne MP 

House of Commons 

London 

SW1A 0AA 

02072192388 

www.philipdunne.com 

Letter from Westminster

September 2019

Policing 
Last month I met Inspector Nikki Roberts, who 

leads South Shropshire policing, to discuss 

steps being taken to prevent and tackle crime in 

our communities. 

  

In light of the Prime Minister’s pledge to 

increase police officer numbers by 20,000, I 

am determined to see rural areas like 

Shropshire benefit – and was encouraged to 

hear that the Chief Constable is allocating an 

additional 10 substantive police constables to 

South Shropshire. The result of this increase is 

an effectively a 50% increase in the safer 

neighbourhood teams in Ludlow and 

Bridgnorth on each shift – a very welcome 

increase! This follows a record 56 officers 

joining West Mercia Police in July alone, as 

part of recruitment of 115 new officers.  

 

West Mercia Police are also taking 

encouraging steps to help prevent rural crime, 

an issue which I know West Mercia’s Police 

and Crime Commissioner John Campion takes 

seriously. So I was pleased to meet the We 

Don’t Buy Crime officer, who was promoting 

use of Smart Water to Craven Arms’ Mayor 

and Shropshire Councillor, and encouraging 

adoption across communities in Shropshire 

following lead taken in Cleobury Mortimer 

where domestic burglary was reduced 

dramatically. 

 

Smart Water individually marks goods of value 

with a unique identifier which is invisible to 

the naked eye, but is revealed under Ultra 

Violet light, and links the goods marked direct 

to the household of the owner. Each West 

Mercia officer carries a UV torch so can look 

for smart water marked goods whenever 

suspicious of a theft. 

 

This has proven successful in reducing and 

disrupting the market for stolen goods, 

protecting homes and possessions by making 

them less attractive to the would-be criminal. 

So West Mercia are also looking to extend this 

scheme to cover farms, to combat a recent 

spike east of the A49 in recent months.  

 

I am sure many will also welcome the 

additional powers being given to Police under 

stop and search through a nationwide pilot, 

with more than 8,000 police officers authorised 

to use enhanced stop and search powers, as 

part of Government efforts to crack down on 

violent crime. While knives are used in fewer 

serious crimes in West Mercia compared to the 

national average (4% rather than 6%), and 

indeed is far below the worst hotspots for knife 

crime like certain parts of London and 

Birmingham, this is a welcome step to tackle a 

growing problem in society, particularly for 

young people. 

 

The new government has also outlined in its 

first month plans to review sentencing for the 

most serious offenders, including not letting 

prisoners out automatically part-way through a 

sentence and reviewing how to break the cycle 

of repeat offending. In light of anticipated 

increase demand for caseloads, the Justice 

Secretary has announced a further £85 million 

for the Crown Prosecution Service to build 

capacity over the next 2 years, with an extra 

£2.5 billion investment to create 10,000 extra 

prison places.  

 

I hope this renewed focus on tackling and 

preventing crime, both nationally and in south 

Shropshire, will help make streets safer in 

communities across the UK.  
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Heather Kidd 
Local Shropshire Councillor 

for 

Chirbury & Worthen 
including Snailbeach and 

Stiperstones 
Telephone: 01938 561 651 

Mobile: 07980 635 518 

Email: 

heather.kidd@shropshire.gov.uk 

Facebook: Heather Kidd  

www.heatherkidd.org.uk 

The Stiperstones Inn 

Open from 11.30am and serving food  
from 12pm - 9pm daily

www.stiperstonesinn.co.uk 
Tel: 01743 791 327

Ruby Vehicle Services Ltd 
 

 

 

 

Pennerley, Shropshire 
Flexible, reliable services to keep you motoring 

 HGV and light commercial repair and 
maintenance 

 Service and inspection 
 Major repairs and restoration projects 
 Roadside assistance and recovery  
 On-site service available 
 Vehicle transportation 
 Technician hire 
 MOT preparation and presentation 

 
info@rubyvehicleservicesltd.com 
www.rubyvehicleservicesltd.com 

07960 960730 

07940 577685 

                      01743 792292 
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NATURAL ENGLAND 
Notes from the hill 
Simon Cooter for Natural England staff at Rigmoreoak.

We were planning on putting out some pictures on our Facebook page of the lovely purple heather, 
to encourage people to donate towards the purchase of Windy Corner, which we are planning on 
reverting to heathland as a key link in the chain of this habitat along the Stiperstones ridge 
(http://easydonate.org/PURPLE). Windy Corner is a small but important piece of the Back to Purple 
jigsaw, the vision being to have unbroken heathland along the entire ridge. This will allow the 
heathland wildlife to be able to move and not become marooned on small islands of habitat, thus 
making it much more resilient to future changes such as variations in the climate. 
 
The problem is that when I went to take the purple pictures, it was obvious that this year much of 
the heathland is turning orange rather than purple. The culprits are a tiny beetle, called heather 
beetle. A quick look at the orange heather reveals the beetle larvae, small white spotted grubs 
munching away on the shrubs. The beetles are always present and they are common in the UK, 
wherever there is common heather, this being their food plant. Their populations fluctuate from low 
numbers, where they have little effect on heather plants, to very high numbers in certain years, 
when they cause widespread defoliation.  
 
Although the heather will generally recover from these attacks, it may take a number of years, 
during which there will be less cover for nesting birds such as red grouse, making the birds more 
prone to predation. Four or five years ago we had a similar outbreak at the north end of the nature 
reserve, and this year it seems to have affected the south end. Heather beetle outbreaks seem to be 
increasing, and this could be linked to better winter survival of the beetles due to climate change or 
increased nitrogen in the atmosphere. 
 
Another insect that is being seen in good 
numbers this year is the painted lady butterfly. 
This butterfly is a long distance migrant from 
Africa and can be seen visiting a wide variety of 
flowers including the thistles in some of our 
grasslands and of course buddleias in gardens. 
Every 10 years or so the weather conditions 
and food sources are right for a mass 
emergence, and this year seems to be one of 
those years. These butterflies are strong fliers 
but do not fly here directly from Africa. Instead 
they spread north over a number of years with 
successive generations moving further north. 
When cooler weather settles in, they then 
migrate south again. They are large pale orange 
butterflies with distinctive whitespotted black 
corners to their wings.  
 
There will be a limited amount of knapsack spraying of bracken this year. Bracken is sprayed with a 
highly specific herbicide called Asulox. Only dense areas of bracken are sprayed and any areas that 
have been treated will have signs posted near them, so that there is no confusion over where 
whinberries can be picked. 
 
  Friday September 27th is National Moth Night and to celebrate two of our local moth experts will 
be up at the nature reserve car park from 7pm, so do come and join us to see some of these 
wonderful nocturnal creatures. 
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Motor Ser
vices

Tyres, Exhausts, Bodywork 
Servicing & Pre‑MOTs etc. 

At Minsterley Motors, Stiperstones SY5 0LZ 

Telephone: 01743 791 783 

Mobile: 07810 232 309

John Powell’s  
Home Improvements 

For any Plastering, Tiling, 
Plumbing  

and  
General Maintenance. 

 
Can also fit kitchens and 

bathrooms.  
 

Fully Insured. 
 

NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL 
 

Call John on  
Home: 01743 791 627 
Mobile: 07838 015 005

 
01743 792292  

        07940 577685 
 

                                                                 debgallimore@outlook.com 

 

 121 Training and behaviour sessions from a friendly, qualified, 
experienced trainer. 

 New dog sessions, advice to head off problems before they begin. 
 Pop in visits for home alone dogs. 
 Stockist of “Perfect Fit” walking harness. Simply the best, most 

comfortable and effective harness on the market. 
 Stockist of Natural Instinct Raw pet food. 
 KC Assured breeder of Leonbergers and Working Cocker Spaniels. 
 Bath, Blow Dry and Groom. Give you and your dog a treat with a 

lovely shampoo and brush out, have them home smelling sweet 
and get rid of itchy loose coat. (No clipping, local collection and drop off available). 

 Please feel free to contact me for further info and advice on all 
things doggy. 

  

Deb Gallimore APDT 01189 
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The Young Adults and Little People’s Page
A page for all those who are young, or just young at heart 

Please send all contributions for this page to editor.sdn@mail.com 
We’re looking for original writing (prose or poetry) and illustrations (cartoons, 

paintings, sketches) 
Open to all of you who are young, or young at heart. 

Today The Teacher Farted 
Today the teacher farted. 

It was an awful smell. 
It was just like a rotting egg, 

Straight from the depths of hell! 
 

She tried to keep it secret 
By sitting in a group. 

But it was really obvious, 
When she said, "Who did that poop?" 

 
She screwed her bright red face up 

And blamed it all on Claire. 
But later when I needed help, 

The stench was round her chair! 
 

She avoided my eye contact 
And ticked my work in green. 

But she knew that her body smells 
Were foul and quite obscene. 

 
I asked her what that smell was. 

She said she'd not a clue. 
I hope to God that eggy smell 

Was fart and not a poo! 
 

Today the teacher farted. 
My word, what had she ate? 

I'll always remember what she did, 
And now I'm thirty eight!  
© Emma Briody  2014 

Why did the 

man run around 

his bed?  

Because he was 
trying to catch 
up on his sleep! 

*** 

Why did the 

teddy bear say 

“no” to dessert?  

Because he was 
stuffed.

TEENAGERS! 
Tired of being harassed by your 

parents? 

ACT NOW! 
Move out. Get a job. 

QUICK!  
While you still know 

everything!
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GARDEN FURNITURE 

 FROM 
 RECYCLED TIMBER 

CHAIRS, COFFEE TABLES,  
BENCH SEATS etc. 

E-mail: servatory@hotmail.com 

Or call Graham on 01743 790 115 
WHEEL BARROW PLANTERS FROM £10

HAND MADE

 

J. Lewis &J. Lewis &  
SonsSons  

Coal Merchants 
Haulage Contractors 

Hardcore, Sand & Gravels 
 

Tel: 01743 791 366 
jlewisandsons@outlook.com

Gentle Flow Yoga 
Snailbeach Village Hall 

Be kind to your body & gentle on your mind 
 

Tuesdays 10 – 11.30am 
Yoga for everyone – all welcome 

 
Prior enrolment essential 

 
Please contact Caro on: 

Email: schiansky04@yahoo.com 
Tel: 01743 791742 

 
First session a free trial one for newcomers. 

Educational Consultancy  
& 

Support Service 

BRIAN SMITH B.A.  

Ex advisory teacher Solihull MBC

Science, Design, Maths & Technology 
for 5 to 13 years, from personal 
tutoring and/or school entrance 

examinations to school audit. 

Creator of “Dr. What Investigates” Science 
Scheme & “Constructor Corners”  

Pat. GB 22116621 and much more in unique 
Problem Solving Investigations.

E‑mail: charlesangus@icloud.com 
Mobile: 07954 104 235
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Heather Kidd’s Report
Shropshire's roads 

contractors strike again! 
The road between Snailbeach 
and Stiperstones was closed with 

very little warning recently for patching. Having 
got a little warning, I spoke to KIER and they 
agreed that they would delay the work for one 
day so that proper diversion/warning signs could 
be put in place. Guess what? No signs, more 
serious hassle for residents! 
It is high time that the Council ended this 
shambles and took road maintenance back 'in 
house' as councils such as Cornwall have done.  

Government funding for Councils. 
A complete review of funding to Councils across 
England has now been delayed by the 
Government. They have been promising money 
for many things but not to Councils for Adult 

social care and all the other statutory duties 
carried out by them.  
Unless the overall financial situation faced by 
Shropshire Council improves, its future looks in 
doubt after the 2020 21 financial year.  It either 
needs more money from Central Government 
and/or Whitehall needs to relax the cap on how 
much the Council can raise through Council Tax.  
At the moment it is using reserves to prop up 
services. That can only be done once and then 
Shropshire will run out of enough money to be 
able to carry out our statutory duties. 
Best wishes 
Heather 
Heather Kidd, Shropshire Councillor for Chirbury 
and Worthen 
Tel: 07980635518  
heather.kidd@shropshire.gov.uk 
www.heatherkidd.org 

CLUSTER CONSULTATION 
HAVE YOUR SAY! HAVE YOUR SAY! 

On October 27th, the residents of Worthen With 
Shelve Parish will be asked to take part in an 
advisory consultation to determine whether they 
wish their settlement to continue as part of a 
‘Cluster’ or to revert to having ‘open countryside’ 
status. Put simply, in areas with ‘open 
countryside’ status, planning applications are 
typically granted only if there is a demonstrated 
need, while ‘Cluster’ status allows more options 
for development. More detailed information is 

available on the parish website at  and at 
www.worthenwithshelve.commhub.co.uk will be 
sent to your home in the run up to the day of the 
consultation. Public meetings will be held to 
provide further information, and to allow you to 
put your questions to members of the Parish 
Council.  

Snailbeach Village Hall:  
Saturday 5th October  13.0015.00 

Worthen Village Hall: 
Saturday 12th October  10.0012.00 

Hope Village Hall:  
Saturday 12th October  13.0015.00 

Voting will take place on October 27th, between 
11.0016.00, at the same locations. Consult the 
Parish Council website or the information leaflet 
which will be posted to you shortly for more 
information. 

The Pontesbury Walking for Health group needs a few more 
walk leaders to ensure this very popular walking group continues. 
We meet on every Friday at 10am at Hall Bank Doctors surgery and have a 1 hour walk along local 
footpaths. We also have a slower, shorter walk for people who do not wish to walk for an hour. 
The walk is supported by the doctors as a means to improve wellbeing and is a gentle way to get back 
to activity after ill health. 
Walking for Health is a national iniative and supported by Shropshire Council and walk leaders are 
accrediated for insurance purposes. 
If you are interested in joining us and would like more information please contact Barbara Davis  
Email: b.martin1959@btinternet.com or  
tel: 01743 791654

CAN YOU HELP?
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Crowning Glory 
 

 
 
 
 

Val would like to welcome 
 all customers old and new. 

  Fully qualified with over 35yrs experience in 
all aspects of hairdressing. 

Opening times: 
Tuesday - 9 to 5pm 

Wednesday - 9 to 5pm 
Thursday - 9 to 5.30pm 

Friday - 9 to 5.30pm 
Saturday – 9 to 1pm 

Bennett’s Business Centre, Main Rd, Pontesbury. 
Tel: 01743 790 008 

 
Join Val on Facebook @CrowningGloryPontesbury

hand controls 
 

left foot accelerators 
 

car boot hoists 
 

person hoists 
 

swivel seats 
 

secondary control  
systems ...and more! 

      Unit 11  
      Malehurst Industrial Estate 
      Minsterley, Shropshire 
      SY5 0EQ 
      info@allshropshiremobility.co.uk 

Offering a bespoke service to both 
Motability and private customers 

 
Tel:  01743 790 879 

Call: 07966 788791 

Quotations: 01743 792013 

www.benmorriselectrical.co.uk 
 

Efficient friendly service from an 

 experienced Electrician 
 

        ▪       Specialist in House Rewiring 
        ▪       Inspection & Testing of Properties 
        ▪       Extra Sockets & Lights installed  
                  (no job too small) 
        ▪       We will fit your own newly                            
                  purchased lights etc. 
        ▪       All work VAT free 
        ▪       Fully Insured 
        ▪       All work certified and notified to  
                  building control (Part P) 
        ▪       Free Quotations 
        ▪       Competitive Hourly Rates 

Pontesbury 
GARAGE Services Ltd 

 

COMPLETE SERVICE AND REPAIR CENTRE 
 

      All vehicle repairs  
      Servicing - all makes and models 
      Tyres - Clutches - Cam Belts 
      Brakes - Suspension 
      MOT testing station 

Unit 12 - Malehurst Industrial Estate  
Minsterley - Shropshire - SY5 0EQ 
 

info@pontesburygarageservices.co.uk  

 

Tel: 01743 296162 
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THIS MONTH IN THE GARDEN

Week 1 
...pick apples and pears for storage... 
On cool dry days pick pears whilst they are still 
green and hard and store them, unwrapped, in 
trays in a cool place. After a month, bring into 
the warmth, a few at a time, to ripen. Wrap 
apples singly in newspaper and store in a dark, 
frostfree place until required. 
Week 2 
...plant bulbs this month... 
Plant springflowering bulbs in groups between 
shrubs and herbaceous plants, removing tired 
summerflowering bedding plants as you work. 
Prepare pots and bowls of bulbs for indoor 
flowering and put them in a dark, frostfree 
place to encourage strong root growth. Bring 
them into light in two or three months’ time. 
Week 3 
...divide perennials to make new plants... 
Tidy beds and borders and divide old clumps of 
perennials. Replant the young, outer shoots to 
make vigorous, lush growth in the spring. Fill 
gaps with leftover plants, as the effect of 
‘repeat planting’ is very pleasing. Take cuttings 
of bay and lavender and place in pots of sand 
to root in the cold frame. 
Week 4 
...out with the old, in with the new... 
Remove summer bedding plants from the 
borders and replace them with spring
flowering plants such as forgetmenots and 
wallflowers. The soil is still warm and when 
planted this month they will have ample time 
to make good root growth before severe 
weather sets in.

©Judith Glover ‐ “Garden Days” 
You can buy Judith’s 2019 calendar at: 

www.judithglover.com

Water in the glass. 
Which one are you?

 SNAILBEACH WI 

Our programme for the rest of this year: 
September 12th  Craft skills 
October 10th  AGM 
November 14th  Swifts Bakery – Family History of 
Baking 
December 12th  Entertainment Evening 
 
At our July meeting we thoroughly enjoyed an 
Indian cookery demonstration and tasting session 
by Lajina Masala. She showed us the secrets of 
making tantalisingly spicy curry and fragrant fluffy 
rice in true Indian homecooked style. 
 
Our annual dinner at The Stiperstones Inn was a 
huge success. Our thanks go to Phil and Lara along 
with their staff who did an amazing job serving up a 
fabulous meal to 30 of us. 
  
Monthly meetings take place at 7.30pm in 
Snailbeach Village Hall and anyone is welcome to 
come along. 
Please contact Jo for any further information on 
01743 891406 or email jkane655@btinternet.com. 
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The Bungalow,  
Weston Road,  
White Gritt, 
Minsterley, 
Shrewsbury, SY5 0JJ 

Phone: 07815 801 871 
Fax: 01588 650 386 
johnbebb@hotmail.co.uk 
johnbebbconstruction.co.uk

LL OGSOGS  F F OROR  S S ALEALE

Free delivery on bags 
within 10 miles.  

Nets for collection.

Bulk Bag & Net Suppliers

Phone: 07815 801 871 
Fax: 01588 650 386 
greenacreslogs@hotmail.com

Order your bag (or multiple bags), fill them with 
your waste and leave them in a vehicle 

accessible place, call us and we will collect. 

CHEAPER & EASIER THAN A SKIP!

£72 Inc VAT for bag & collection. Discounts on 
multiple bags from the same address at the 

same time

JJOHNOHN  W. F. B W. F. BEBBEBB  
SMALL TOOL & PLANT HIRE 

07815 801 871 

Phone for details on all Tools & Plant.  
Delivery available.

Mini Digger £50 

High Lift Dumper £40 

Magic Screed £40 

Bull Float £30 

Wacker Plate £30 

Stihl Saw from £25 

Pointing Guns £10 

Grinders from £15 

Welder/Generator £50 

Trailer Hire from £15 

And much more!

Danny Bebb 

The Bungalow,  
Weston Road,  
White Gritt, 
Minsterley, 
Shrewsbury, SY5 0JJ 

Phone: 07815 801 871 

Fax: 01588 650 386 

Email: 

johnbebb@hotmail.co.uk

building, civil Engineering & Surfacing contractor

JOHN W.F. BEBB
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Thursday 12th September 10.00-1.00 
Beginners Crochet shawl - learn all the skills needed 

to make a crocheted shawl  
Yarn and hook provided  

£30 
 

Thursday 26th September 10.00-12.00 
Watercolour painting  

Materials provided  
Suitable for beginners  

£15 
 

Saturday 12th October 10.00-12.00 
Block printing  

Use Indian blocks to print a tea towel 
£20 

 

Wednesday 23rd October 10.30-12.30 
Willow weaving 

Add a natural look to Christmas and make 
decorations out of willow, dogwood, ivy, and other 

natural materials. 
£20 

T h e  B o g  

V i s i t o r  C e n t r e  
Workshops for  

September & October

To book any activity please call  
01743 792484

HOPE VILLAGE HALL 
EVERY WEDNESDAY 12 – 3 pm 

 
COMMUNITY CAFÉ – serving tea, coffee, cakes, soup and rolls 
 
LOCAL HISTORY GROUP – contact Barry Peabody on  
      01743 891263   
ALEXANDERS of Welshpool – hardware stall 
 
LOCAL COUNCILLOR’S SURGERY – Heather Kidd will be in  
       attendance most weeks 
 
TABLE TOP SALES – contact Jo on 01743 891406 if you are 
interested in having a stall 
 
POST OFFICE (12.00 till 2.30)  
– bringing all the services  
(including cash withdrawals and  
vehicle licensing) from  
Pontesbury Post Office 
 
Come and meet others from our community and help maintain 
a postal facility. Café volunteers always welcome. Any proceeds 
go to Village Hall Funds. 
 
 

Hope Village Hall Committee – June 2019 
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Telephone: 01743 791 208 
(8am - 5pm Monday to Friday) 

Email Address: john@minsterleymotors.co.uk 
Website: www.minsterleymotors.co.uk

2A, The Farriers, Annscroft, Shrewsbury SY5 8AN
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Minster leyMinster ley   
MotorsMotors  

is  a family run 
business and has 

been an 
established part of 

the Shropshire 
scene for many 
years. If it is a 
friendly and 

eff icient service 
you are looking 

for, you need not 
look any further 

than  
M ins te r l eyMins te r l ey   
Moto r sMotor s ..   
We will be 
delighted to 

provide you with a 
comprehensive 
quotation at 

guaranteed prices 
for all types of 
coach hire and 
coach travel and 
for any size of 

group. 
 

01743 791 208

 

Pontesbury Shop 08:50 Ludlow Assembly Rooms 13:15
Minsterley 08:55 Craven Arms 13:30

Hope 09:00 Long Meadowend 13:35
Gravels 09:03 Aston on Clun 15:17

White Grit 09:05 Lydbury North 13:50
Lydham 09:10 Little Brampton 14:00

Bishops Castle 09:15 Clunton 14:02
Colebatch 09:20 Clun 14:05

Clun 09:35 Colebatch 14:20
Clunton 09:38 Bishops Castle 14:25

Little Brampton 09:40 Lydham 14:30
Lydbury North 09:50 White Grit 14:35
Aston on Clun 10:03 Gravels 14:37

Long Meadowend 10:05 Hope 14:40
Craven Arms 10:10 Minsterley 14:45

Ludlow Assembly Rooms 10:25 Pontesbury 14:50
Does not run on Bank Holidays except Good Friday

745  Mondays and Fridays only 

 

775  Tuesdays only 
                Pontesbury Shop 09:30 Newtown 13:50

Minsterley 09:35 Kerry 14:00
Plox Green 09:38 Sarn 14:10

Hope 09:40 Blue Bell 14:15

Gravels 09:45 Church Stoke 14:20
White Grit 09:48 Bishops Castle 14:35
Llan Turn 09:51 Bishops Castle 14:40

Bromleys Mill 09:55 Lydham 14:43

Lydham 09:57 Bromleys Mill 14:45

Bishops Castle 10:00 Llan Turn 14:49
Bishops Castle 10:05 White Grit 14:52
Church Stoke 10:20 Gravels 14:55

Blue Bell 10:25 Hope 15:00
Sarn 10:30 Plox Green 15:02
Kerry 10:40 Minsterley 15:05

Newtown 10:50 Pontesbury 15:10

Pontesbury - Ludlow - Pontesbury

7th September   Liverpool’s Pirates on the Dock      £18.50 

9th September  Llandudno via Horseshoe Pass      £19.50 

18th September Welsh Mining Experience       £29.00 

24th September Port Sunlight Village        £25.00 

5th October  Buxton & Matlock Bath Illumina琀ons     £25.50 

9th October  Ffes琀niog Railway & Portmadog      £30.00 

17th October  Westonbirt Arboretum—Autum Tints     £29.00 

19th October  Bath           £26.00 

9th November  York           £29.50 
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Quaker Meetings 
 Shrewsbury Quaker Meeting House 

Corporation Lane, Coton Hill, 
Shrewsbury, SY1 2NU 
10.30 am every Sunday 

Clun Valley Quaker Meeting 
The Community Centre 

Grange Road, Bishop’s Castle  
10.30 am every Sunday, except 1st Sunday of 

month Hazelhurst Community Centre, Hazelhurst 
Close, Clun SY7 8LQ

Baptist Services 
 
 

Snailbeach Services September 
September 1st  2:45pm  

 Rev. Hall with Holy Communion. 
September 8th  2:45pm  

Mr. Molyneux. 
September 15th  2:45pm  

Revd. MacNeill Cooper. Harvest Festival. 
September 22nd  2:45pm   

Dr. Wooley.  
September 29  2:45pm  

Mr. Dawson.  
To stay up to date on our worship services 
and news please visit: 
www.shropshireandmarches.org.uk to 
search for worship times by date or area.  
We are excited to share that on September 
1st, all eight of our chapels will amalgamate 
to become Rea Valley Methodist Churches 
becoming one church with several sites 
across the Rea Valley Area. 

See page 17 for further information.

Sunday services: 10.30 am & 3.00 pm 
Prayer Meeting/Bible Study 

Wednesdays 7.15 pm 
Held in the School Room, Snailbeach 
Elder: Mr. Joe Evans 01743 790 979 

All are welcome!

Please note changes: 
2nd Sunday of month: 
St Mary Habberley: 
BCP Evening Prayer 
Service now starts at 
5.00pm 
4th Sunday of month: 
Holy Trinity 
Minsterley: 10.30am 
Holy Communion 
replaced by a 5.00pm 
Common Worship 
Evening Prayer 
Service with Choir. 

 
Date Habberley 

St Mary 
Hope 

Holy Trinity 
Minsterley 
Holy Trinity 

 

Shelve 
All Saints 

Snailbeach 
St Luke 

1st Sunday 
 

1st September 
Trinity 11 
Giles of 

Provence 
 

Green 

  
 

10.30 am 
All Age Communion & 

Baptism 
 of Giles Potter 

 
Revd Giles 

 
 

9.00am 
Morning Prayer 

 
 

Ian Williams 
(Reader) 

 
 

 

2nd Sunday 
 

8th September 
Trinity 12 

 
Green 

 

5.00pm 
Patronal 
Festival 

(Birth of the 
BVM) 

 BCP Evening 
Prayer 

 
Revd Giles 

 
 

9.00am 
Holy Communion 

 
Revd Giles 

10.30am 
All Age Worship 

 
Ian Williams (Reader) 

 
(Revd Giles presiding 

at St George’s 
Pontesbury) 

  

3rd Sunday 
 

15th September 
Trinity 13 

 
Green 

  10.30 am 
Holy Communion 

 
 

Revd Giles 
 

9.00am 
Holy 

Communion 
 

Revd Giles 
 

 

4th Sunday 
 

22nd 
September 
Trinity 14 

 
Green 

 

10.30am 
Harvest 

Holy 
Communion 

 
Revd Giles 

9.00am 
Morning Prayer 

 
 
 

Revd Giles 
 

5.00pm 
Common Worship 
Healing Ministry 

Service 
 

Revd Giles & Revd 
Carolyn 

  

5th Sunday 
 

29th September 
Michael & All 

Angels 
 

White 

10.30am 
 

Shared Stiperstones Group & St George’s Pontesbury 
Holy Communion Service  
at St George’s Pontesbury 

Revd Giles 
 

Stiperstones Group C of E Service rota September 2019
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Your Safer Neighbourhood Team are: 

PC3331 Stuart Coote 
PCSO 6160 Shaun Culliss 

PCSO 40387 Calvin Brown  
 Local Police Team: 

01743 264777 

(Not to be used for reporting crime, incidents or emergencies) 

  Useful Numbers 
 

Shrewsbury Hospital 
01743 261 000 

 
NHS (formerly Shropdoc) 

111 
Pontesbury Medical  

01743 790 325 
 

Worthen Medical 
01743 891 401 

 
Pontesbury Chemist 

01743 790 273 
 

Police 
0300 333 3000 

 
Severn Trent Water 

0800 783 4444 
 

Western Power 
0800 328 1111 

 
BT 

0800 023 2023 
 

Stiperstones School 
01743 791 207 

 
Minsterley Motors 

01743 791 208 
 

Councillor H Kidd 
01938 561 651 

 
Philip Dunne MP 

01584 872 187 
 

Village Hall Bookings 
01743 791 633 

 
Stiperstones Oil Coordinator 

01743 792 204 
 

Snailbeach District News 
01743 790 049 

 
Stiperstones Stores 

01743 790 594 
 

Stiperstones Inn 
01743 791 327

Waste Collection Schedule

Mobile Post Office Opening Times 
the Post Office now operates in the back room of the Stiperstones Inn 

- 12:15 to 2:15. 
Post Office telephone number: 

08457 223344 (central customer services) 
 

Stiperstones Stores opening times 
approximately 9.00am - 5.30pm daily 

tel: 01743 790594

September 2019

Tues 3rd Tues 10th Tues 17th Tues 24th Tues 1st

Black Green Black Green Black

Evening all...

Anyone with any information as to who carried out these crimes please contact 
Crimestoppers (0800 555111) or West Mercia Police on 101 

CRIME STATS  
Crimes, ASB and other incidents recorded in your area are now available on the 

website  www.police.uk 
 

BISHOP’S CASTLE SNT ON FACEBOOK  
For regular updates of local crimes, scams, incidents and suspicious vehicles you 

can follow or ‘like’ our Facebook page  Bishops Castle SNT Rural Watch. 

October

CRIME/INCIDENTS TO NOTE REPORTED  
CHIRBURY, WORTHEN, HOPE, SHELVE & STIPERSTONES 

15th July 2019 – 14th August 2019 
CRIME REPORTED DETAILS LOCATION NOTES 

Theft 2 x ornamental cannons from 
front of property 

Worthen  Overnight 13th – 14th August  

Shoplifting   Worthen  Offender banned  
Theft from vehicle  Items taken from insecure 

vehicle  
Stockton, Marton  Linked to below incident  

Burglary 2 females missing from care 
home have entered a 

conservatory and stolen items  

Stockton, Marton Offenders found, returned to 
care home, investigation 

ongoing.  
Assault   Chirbury   

Theft of quad Quad bike stolen from farm. 
Later recovered over the 

border in Wales thanks to the 
tracker and a male arrested  

Snailbeach  6th August  

Theft of livestock  35 sheep reported missing 
from flock  

Nind  Enquires ongoing  

Theft of livestock  Up to 28 Manx Loaghtan and 
6 Hebridean sheep reported 

stolen  

Pennerley  Enquires ongoing 

Assault   Hope   
Burglary (non dwelling)  Outbuildings broken into, 

nothing stolen  
Hope  Overnight 23rd – 24th July 

Malicious communications   Gravels   
 



Snailbeach District News - Issue 361

September 2019

Page 40

 
Editor/Publisher: Patrick Marks - editor.sdn@mail.com 

Printers: SJF Design & Print - hello@sjfdesignandprint.co.uk 

Deadline for inclusion is midday on the 20th of each month for pre-booked items 

Visit snailbeachdistrictnews.co.uk for the latest road closures and local news

REGULAR 
ACTIVITIES 

 
S t i p e rs t o n e s  B ra s s  

Re h e a rs a l s  
Snailbeach Village Hall 

Mondays 7.45pm 
Term times only 

 
Knitter Natter 

Stiperstones Inn 
Tuesdays from 10.00am 

 
Yoga 

Snailbeach Village Hall 
Tuesdays 10.00am 

 
Iyengar Yoga 

Snailbeach Village Hall 
Tuesdays 7.00pm 

 
Snailbeach & Stiperstones Baby 

& Toddler Group 
Thursdays 10am ‐12am 
Snailbeach Village Hall 

 
Ballroom Dancing 

Snailbeach Village Hall 
1st & 3rd Thursdays 

From 7.30pm 
Beginners call 01743 790308 

 
Snailbeach WI 

Snailbeach Village Hall 
2nd Thursday ‐ 7.30pm 

 
Fit Club 

Stiperstones School Playground 
Every Sunday 9am 

Aerobics Village Hall 
6 ‐7 Wednesdays 80’s aerobics 

 
Kids Football Training 

Snailbeach Football Club 
Thursday 6.30pm ‐7.30pm 
Easter – October excluding 

school holidays

Snailbeach Village Hall 
Snailbeach Village Hall Booking Fees 

To book the Village Hall please contact Marg Price on 
01743 791 633

Usage Normal rate Village Hall 
Supporter Scheme 

Community groups/activities 
 (per session of up to 4 hours day or 6 

hours evening)
£20.00 £12.50

Private hire for meetings as above £30.00 £20.00

Children’s Party £30.00 £20.00

Funeral Tea £30.00 £20.00

Hire of hall with catering facilities £40.00 £25.00

Full Day Hire without bar facilities £60.00 £30.00

Hire of hall with full bar facilities. £90.00 £60.00

Commercial and corporate events  
 hire of the hall.

£150 full day 
£100 half day N/A

Government bodies £250.00 N/A

Answers to Puzzles & Posers from page 17

Answer 1: 
You would be Jason's son.  
Answer 2: 
‘Tower’. Tower and all the 
words in group A can be 
preceded by the word water. 
Answer 3: 
At that moment, the time and 
day could be written as: 12:34, 
5/6/78 
Answer 4: 
Nine rungs will be above the 
water. As the tide rises, so too 
will the ship and the ladder. 
Answer 5: 
Eight. She makes seven 
cigarettes from the 49 ends, and 
then she is able to make one 

more from the seven she has 
just smoked. 
Answer 6: 
£45. The pricing scheme Gloria 
Goodbody devised consists of 
charging £5 for each letter 
required to spell the item. 
Answer 7: 
The word is ‘Queue’, which 
pronounces Q. 
Answer 8: 
The man was a baseball player. 
The two masked men were the 
umpire and the other team's 
catcher. 
Answer 9: 
An ear of corn. 


