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“The Council are shocked and dismayed 
by the open hostility and threats the 
volunteers have suffered whilst 
monitoring the traffic through the 
villages” 

Speed watch team 
forced to suspend 
activities 

Worthen with Shelve Parish 
Council Statement: Page 11

New train arrives in 
Snailbeach play area

Newsbrief: Page 3

Wood warbler 
returns to the hill

Back with a song: Page 27



John, Nick, Dougie, Julian, Ray, and myself  
recently spent a lovely day fixing part of the 
fence around the Snailbeach play area that 
was recently pushed over by some bored kids. 
It was rotten anyway. The new play area train engine, bought by 
funds raised from grants and local donations was now in place, 
sparkling red and blue in the sunshine. We all got talking about what 
a beautiful location the play area is; away from the road and noise 
and such a quiet area of grass nestling beneath the trees. And it is so 
under used!  

After Dougie had helped taking out the old rotten pieces of wood 
posts and we’d banged in the new posts with much help from John 
(after Ryan had trimmed them down to fit the holes), we all had an 
idea. Why don’t we have a bit of a ‘do’ on a warm summer night with 
background music playing, perhaps a bit of live music as well, 
something quiet and gentle, a bar and burger stall perhaps, 
something like that, and invite the village to bring along camping 
chairs, family and children and blankets on the ground and just chill 
and get to mingle... 

So, as the idea fermented in my head I thought - why not! It could be 
so easy to do. So, I’m planning to put together a low key event for a 
summer’s evening next year. Ray suggested the title - ‘An Evening 
Under The Chimney’. If we can still see it by then! 

So, I’ll be hassling you all over the next few months to tap in to your 
skills, contacts and knowledge to try to pull together a beautiful 
summer’s evening in Snailbeach. You know where to find me. 

editor.sdn@mail.com or just call me, or pop around with your ideas.
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Get the latest from us online  
 snailbeachdistrictnews.co.uk
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To all our advertisers  
Some advance notice that our advertising year is coming to an end in 
July and you will need to update your subscription with us by the 1st. 
August at the very latest if you wish to continue advertising with us.  

We will soon be sending you an order form that you should complete 
and return to John Gorman our secretary at 

 sdn@secretary.net. 
I will be giving you a final reminder with more payment details in our 
July edition. 

As we have a waiting list of people wishing to advertise with us, it is 
important that you let us know sooner rather than later if you wish to 
withdraw your advert. Advertisers will be taken on a ‘first come, first 
served’ basis. If we do not receive payment promptly by 1st. August 
we will assume that you no longer wish to subscribe. 
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Robert’s sleep‐out brings in the money 
On Tuesday 23rd April Robert Currie slept out in 
St. Luke's churchyard and raised £463 for 
Christian Aid through sponsorship. Of this £363 
was gift aided, thus enabling the charity to claim 
an additional £90.75 from HMRC. Robert wishes 
to thank all who sponsored and encouraged him. 
Well done Robert! 
And I’m sure that Robert would gladly accept  
more donations for this most worthy charity. You 
can contact him at - robert.h.currie@gmail.com  

 
Vote in the Calor Community Fund! 
www.calor.co.uk/shop/communityfund 

The Snailbeach play area is in desperate need of 
repair and update, especially now that the 
Village Hall has a regular weekly toddlers group,  
but play equipment is hugely expensive so the 
Village Hall are constantly on the lookout for 
sources of funding after launching their appeal 
for funds last year. 
Lara Sproson-Jones noticed that the Calor 
Community Fund was looking for rural projects 
to support and fund and so she informed the 
Village Hall committee. Subsequently Rev. Pam 
Bickley entered the Snailbeach Village Hall play 
area project into the Community Fund 
competition. 
So the play area has now been entered into a 
fund that could win it £2,500 towards the £3,500 
approximate cost of a matching carriage for the 
new train engine which has finally been 
delivered after 12 months of frantic fund-raising 
and is now securely in place. 
Hopefully this will give local children fun for the 

next couple of 
decades at least. 
Now for the carriage 
to match... 
There are 80 projects 
nationally aiming for 
the £2,500, including 
a handful of projects 
in Shropshire.  
The project needs 
your help in the form 
of votes. They need 
lots and lots of votes 
if they are to stand a 
chance of winning, so 
please get on over to 
the Calor website 
and get voting!  

 
Eastridge woods 

Bridges were being built between Forestry 
England, Eastridge Trail Partnership and local 
residents in a packed Village Hall on May 17th. 
The meeting was called by Forestry England to 
discuss the recent problems that have occurred 
up in the Eastridge woods with a small element 
of the mountain biking community creating 
unauthorised ‘wild trails’. 
Though there were some passionate exchanges, 
it was generally felt that meaningful lines of 
communication are now being forged between 
the various factions.  
The Eastridge Trail Partnership, a voluntary group 
of mountain bikers who work with Forestry 
England and help maintain the trails, supported 
Forestry England’s decision to close two of the 
worst wild trails that were a potential  hazard to 
other users of the woodland.  
Members of the Eastridge Trail Partnership have 
been busy since the meeting, closing down other 
unsigned ‘wild trails’ that have been created that 
exit on to or cross the footpath and fire track. 
If you have any problems concerning Eastridge 
woods, please contact: 
Nicola Cowell for Forestry England at: 
nicola.cowell@forestryengland.uk  or message 
John Bellis for Eastridge Trail Partnership at 
Eastridge Trail Parnership on Facebook 
 

 

Newsbrief

snailbeachdistrictnews.co.uk 
for latest updates from  
Shropshire Council

Robert prepares for a chilly night out in  
St. Luke’s churchyard

3 year old William Evans 
of Snailbeach couldn’t 
wait to climb aboard the 
train engine and start 
enjoying himself. 

pic: Pam Bickley

pic: Robert Currie
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PHIL GRIFFITHS 
Local Plumber 

 

 

 
Tap Replacement and Plumbing 

Repairs Undertaken 
 

New Taps Supplied and Fitted 
Home Choose Service 

 
Established 35 years 

Prompt and Professional 
Pontesbury based 

 
Tel: 01743 790046 

 
Mobile: 07970 010148 

Harry Coyle 
Landscaping 

Lawns, Hedges, Hardscaping, Decking,  
Slabs & Fencing 

hcoyle@live.co.uk 
Mob1. 07484 205 925 
Mob2. 07866 007 428

HOPE VALLEY RADIO 
01743 791 379 
07811 449 039 

* 
TWO WAY RADIO SALES & HIRE 

 
TV AERIALS 

SATELLITE DISHES 
REPAIRS 

SUPPLIED AND INSTALLED

3, STATION ROAD 
MINSTERLEY

A FRIENDLY SERVICE 
FROM 

JENNY, AVRIL & 
STACEY  

WHO WELCOME 
 CUSTOMERS 
 OLD & NEW

TUESDAY - 9 TO 3  
(BARBER 2 TO 8 - WALK IN SERVICE) 

WEDNESDAY - 9 TO 4 
THURSDAY - 9 TO 9 

FRIDAY - 9 TO 5 
SATURDAY - BY APPOINTMENT

Telephone: 
 01743 792 548 

 for an appointment - or just drop in!
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Oxford University researchers have discovered the densest element yet known 
to science. 
The new element Governmentium (symbol=Gv) has one neutron, 25 assistant 
neutrons, 88 deputy neutrons and 198 assistant deputy neutrons giving it an 
atomic mass of 312. 
These 312 particles are held together by forces called morons which are 
surrounded by vast quantities of lepton-like particles called pillocks. 

Since Governmentium has no electrons it is inert. However, it can be detected because it impedes 
every reaction with which it comes into contact. 
A tiny amount of Governmentium can cause a reaction that would normally take less than a second to 
take from 4 days to 4 years to complete. 
Governmentium has a normal half-life of 2 to 6 years. It does not decay but instead undergoes a 
reorganisation in which a portion of the assistant neutrons and deputy neutrons exchange places. 
In fact Governmentium’s mass will actually increase over time since each reorganisation will cause 
more morons to become neutrons forming isodopes. 
This characteristic of moron promotion leads some scientists to believe that Governmentium is formed 
whenever morons reach a critical concentration. 
This hypothetical quantity is referred to as a critical morass. 
When catalysed with money Governmentium becomes Administratium (symbol=Ad) an element that 
radiates just as much energy as Governmentium since it has half as many pillocks but twice as many 
morons. 

Some Science ... with a very large pinch of NaCl (salt!)

In the interests of balance we will be publishing the 
male counterpart next month... 
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 SHROPSHIRE GUNS
WANTED 

Any Shooting Related Items 
BEST ENGLISH SHOTGUNS 

EUROPEAN SHOTGUNS AND RIFLES 

GUN CASES 

CARTRIDGE BAGS AND GUN SLIPS 

TAXIDERMY 

CLOTHING 

SHOOTING STICKS 

GUN SAFES 

WILL CONSIDER BUYING MOST ITEMS 

VINTAGE MOTORCYCLES 

PLEASE CALL ANDY LLOYD ON 

  07477 824 689 

MANY GUNS IN STOCK 

SHROPSHIREGUNS@GMAIL.COM 

 
Professional Shooting Instructor 

Member of the Great Britain 

Shooting Team 

Gun Fitting Service 

Lewis Wealth Management Limited, 
St James’s House, Anchorage Avenue, 
Shrewsbury SY2 6FG
Office:    01743 444 700
Mobile:   07967 430 392
Email:      Neil.Lewis @ sjpp.co.uk
Web:     lewiswealthmanagement.co.uk

Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep 
up repayments on your mortgage.

With over 30 years experience, we offer friendly
professional advice on a wide range of financial 
services. 

Investment Planning
Retirement Planning
Inheritance Tax 
Planning
Intergenerational 
Planning
Mortgages

It’s important you make 
the right decisions.
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The thermostat knobs in many hotel 
bedrooms don’t work; they’re rigged to save 
electricity. 
In Regina, in California, it’s illegal to own more 
than 90 pigeons. 
New Year’s Day is the official birthday of 
everyone in Bhutan. 
5,000 years ago humans practised brain 
surgery on cows. 
TITSUP is a military acronyn for Total Inability 
To Support Usual Performance. 
TASER is an acronym for Thomas A. Swift’s 
Electric Rifle. 
The summit of Mount Everest was once part 
of the ocean floor. 
On the set of Jaws, the shark was nicknamed 
Bruce, after Steven Spielberg’s lawyer. 
The world’s largest asbestos mine is in Asbest, 
Russia. 
Paddington Bear wears a hat when swimming 
because Michael Bond’s father always did, in 
case he needed to raise it politely. 
Cacozelia is the use of foreign words to make 
one appear un peu plus cultivé. 
The hands of a human foetus touching the 
walls of the womb causes the fingerprints to 
form. 
The ancient Greeks cured hangovers by 
wrapping their heads in cabbage leaves.

Newsletter Donations  

Many thanks to those who sent us 
donations over the last month 

including: 
Steve and Julie Rowson 

If you wish to donate 
anonymously by direct bank transfer our 

details are: 
Sort code: 09-01-54 
A/C no: 05629702 

Otherwise donations can be left with 
Phil or Lara at  

the Stiperstones Inn  
or with Patrick at 5, Lower Works, 

SY5 0NY 
Help us  to  stay a  free,  secular  and independent 

publication serving the local community. 
Thank you.  

Sudoku:  
A puzzle in which players insert the numbers one 
to nine into a grid consisting of nine squares 
subdivided into a further nine smaller squares in 
such a way that every number appears once in 
each horizontal line, vertical line, and square. 

By popular demand we now give you 

SUDOKU 

Following some suggestions that the sudoku 
puzzles are too easy, I’ve given you some from 
the ‘hard’ category this month. There are even 

harder ones... Just let me know.

“The ideas that have lighted my way and, 
time after time, have given me new 

courage to face life cheerfully have been 
Kindness, Beauty, and Truth.” 

Albert Einstein
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FIT AFTER FORTY 
FIT AFTER FORTY 

With Sal 
Stiperstones’ very own Fitness Instructor 

Available for 1: 1’s and small group sessions. •
£20 per hour 
FIT CLUB Sundays 9 am Stiperstones School •
Playground. £6 a session 
‘OLD SKOOL 80’s AEROBICS’ Wednesdays       •
6 pm Snailbeach Village Hall. £6 a session 

Sal Tonge Tel 01743 792993   saltonge@outlook.com 
Like: Fit After Forty with Sal on Facebook

For all your domestic electrical 
installation and property maintenance

VPJ Electrics & Property Services

Contact Paul Jones 

Tel: 07976 909 434 

Email: vpjones40@gmail.com 
 

“No job too small” 
Free estimates

PLOuGh GaraGE Jack EvaNS & SONS 
EStabLIShEd 1919

Chapel Street, Pontesbury, SY5 0RJ

SERVICING & MOT’S 
TYRES & EXHAUSTS 
BATTERIES 
AIR CONDITIONING

Tel: 01743 790 270 

Web: www.ploughgarage.co.uk 

Email: ploughgarage@btconnect.com

Window Cleaning
AB

Window Cleaning

Tel. 01743 792261
Mob.  07983 619325

E-mail. adrian.beesty@sky.com
Windows   |   Conservatories   |   Reach and Wash System and Traditional   |   Gutter Cleaning

Domestic and Commercial   |   Free No Obligation Quotations

 

 

 

 

 

2 delightful self-catering holiday cottages 

in a spectacular and peaceful setting. 

Perfect for holidays, short breaks, visiting family 

and friends. 

 

www.hopeparkfarm.co.uk 
 

Contact: Jo Longstaff 

Tel: 07905 636569 

Email: jo@hopeparkfarm.co.uk

HH OPEOPE  P PARKARK  F FARMARM   
 Holiday Cottages 
Bentlawnt, Near Minsterley

MX  
REMOVALS

07887 804934
HOUSE REMOVALS 

HOUSE CLEARANCES 
RUBBISH REMOVED 

SINGLE ITEMS 
FREE QUOTES 

FULLY INSURED 

SHROPSHIRE

ANYWHERE - ANYTIME



Snailbeach District News - Issue 359

June 2019

Page 9

Chairman’s report 
from 
Ray Harper 

What’s on  
Tuesday 18th June  
10.30 am - 1.00 pm 

The Bog Visitor Centre 
Felting with Maxine Smith 

£20 
Work with local textile artist to 

create a brooch using hand felting and 
embroidery. 

01743 792484 
 

Tuesday 18th June 
3.15pm - 5.15pm 

Minsterley Methodist Church 
KRAFTYKIDZ 

Come and make some pen pots, pom- 
pom sheep and photo frames 
For Key stage 2 children only. 

Booking essential at 
beckykatie@btinternet.com 

or 01743 791045 
No charge 

 
Monday 24th June  

 7.00 pm 
Stiperstones School  

Worthen with Shelve 
 Parish Council Meeting 

 
Friday 28th June 

10.00 am -1.00 pm 
The Bog Visitor Centre 
Beginners Glass Fusing  

with Jill Bagnall 
£55 

 An introduction to cutting glass with 
techniques and processes 

available to create glass art. 
01743 792484 

 
Sunday 30th  June  

12.30 pm - 4.30 pm 
Pontesbury 

Open Gardens 
 Entrance £5, children free.  

 
Sunday 7th July 

2.30pm - 4.30pm 
All Saints Curch, Shelve 

Afternoon tea 
Raffle, cake stall & tombola 

In aid of All Saints Church, Shelve.

Best laid plans were thwarted by Storm Hannah, so the 
working party for the play area did not take place as 
originally expected. However, another date has been set 
for June 1st and let’s hope (as this will be the English 
summer) the weather will be kinder. In the meantime we 
have taken delivery of the first piece of new equipment, a 
train engine. I hope the children are enjoying being Casey 
Jones (although I doubt any of them have the slightest 
idea who he is). 

I reported last month that the efforts of Anita and Pam 
had secured grants for us. We now have a further 
opportunity to receive a grant from Calor Rural 
Community Fund. Pam entered our information and we 
have been accepted as a viable project. All we need now is 
everyone to vote for us and to ask all their friends and 
family to vote as well. Details can be found at:-  
communityfund@calor.co.uk. If we receive enough votes 
we may well be able to purchase the next piece of 
equipment for the play area. 

Our joint Easter Funday and Supporters Day took place as 
planned, and while the overall attendance was a bit 
disappointing, it was an enjoyable day. As well as providing 
local children (and some adults) with more than their 
weekly ration of sugar, £134 was raised towards the village 
hall running costs. This was in addition to the £470 
Supporters Scheme money received to date. Of course, 
our treasurer, Maria Marks, will be happy to receive 
donations at any time but I would like to remind you that if 
you wish to use the Supporters Scheme to receive 
discounted hire rates during the next year, and have not 
already done so, the closing date is the 30th June. 

On the subject of raising funds we will be holding a Car 
Boot/ Table Top Sale - 25th August (£10 a pitch, call Pam 
on 07887531174 or Caroline on 01743 792487 to book 
your place). So put the date in your diary whether you 
wish to sell or just browse and buy. 
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Balti Spice 

 
Bangladesh Restaurant & Takeaway

the Old bake house, brookside, Pontesbury, Shropshire. 
 SY5 0QF 

Tel: 01743 791 848 
Open every evening 

5.30 pm to 11.00 pm 
15% off all collected takeaway orders over £12 

Free home delivery within a 3 mile radius 
Sunday & Wednesday night specials  

4 course meal - £9.95 
Papadoms, Starter, Main Course, Rice or Nan 

(Eat in only. Excludes seafood and duck dishes) 

Fully Licensed
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Vehicles travelling at speeds in excess of the 
posted speed signs continue to be of great 
concern to the councillors and members of the 
community. The speed watch monitoring team 
was started by the Parish Council following a 
public meeting with the Local Member which 
was attended by over 50 local residents. The 
public meeting was held in response to the 
large number of complaints received by 
Heather Kidd and the parish council about the 
volume, size and speed of vehicles travelling 

through the villages.  
The parish council purchased a speed 
recording device and a team of volunteers was 
put together to monitor speeds in safe 
locations. The volunteers ARE insured by the 
Parish Council and the local Police ARE aware 
of the team and the locations used. 
This team have been giving up their time to 
monitor the speed of vehicles through the 
village. 

The Council are shocked and dismayed by the 
open hostility and threats the volunteers have 
suffered whilst monitoring the traffic through 
the villages. 
It is with regret that this parish council has 
taken the decision to suspend the activities of 
the Worthen and Brockton Speed watch team 
for the foreseeable future. This decision was 
not taken lightly. 
 In March 2019, the team were subject to a 
very vitriolic social media campaign and 
threatening behaviour. On another occasion, a 
member of the public called the police using 
999, a police officer arrived at the scene with 
blue lights flashing. The police had been asked 
to attend a potentially serious incident which 
involved people obstructing the highway and 
acting in a dangerous manner. Following an 
initial on site investigation, the police officer 
advised the member of the public that they 
were wasting police time. Speeding through 
Worthen and Brockton has been identified as a 
PACT and Community Forum priority and 
active speed enforcement operations are 
underway in the area by West Mercia Police 
(Camera Van.)  As this area has active speed 
enforcement it does not meet the criteria to 
operate a Community Speed Watch scheme in 
partnership with the Police.   
The Parish Council would like to thank all the 
volunteers for all their hard work in giving their 
time to this community safety initiative. The 
Parish Council continue to be very concerned 
by the disregard some motorists display by 
travelling at excessive speed through the 
villages and the increased risk to the safety of 
all members of the community particularly the 
children and elderly. The Parish Council is in 
discussion with the Police to have a stronger 
speed monitoring in the villages. 

June 2019

This statement from a shocked Worthen 
with Shelve Parish Council tells how 

drivers are putting villagers’ safety at risk 

On 5th March 2019 between 08.00 and •
09.00 a total of 28 speeding vehicles were 
recorded, 7 were travelling between 40 – 
45 mph. 

On 8th March 2019 between 08.00 and •
09.00 a total of 12 speeding vehicles were 
recorded and one was travelling at 41 mph. 

On 18th March 2019 between 08.00 and •
09.00 a total of 20 speeding vehicles were 
recorded and 4 were travelling between 41 
and 47 mph. 

The team has reported that throughout •
monitoring at least 20% of vehicles 
exceeding the speed limit are travelling at 
40 mph and above with a speed of 52 mph 
in August 2018. 

Speed watch is 
suspended after 
volunteers are 

threatened

“There is more to life than simply 
increasing its speed.” 
― Mahatma Gandhi 
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G Hall Chimney Sweep 
Brush & Vacuum Service 

01743 271 247 
 

45 Moneybrook Way 

Meole Brace 

Shrewsbury SY3 9NH

Nipstone Campsite
 

The Bog, SY5 0NJ 
Tel: 01743 792 073 

Email: timrm@mail.com

Small Friendly Campsite for tents, located 200 
yards off The Shropshire Way. Facilities include - 

toilets and hot & cold water. Campfires are 
permitted and firewood is available to buy. 

Dogs & Children Welcome. 
£5 per person per night. Under 5’s free.

S & D Garden Services 

Gardener Handymen 

If you need help with your garden, look no 

further!
 

Contact Darrell - 07340 716 311 

or Steve - 07799 468 898 

 

Lawn Mowing, Hedge Cutting and 

 General Garden Maintenance

We sell: Local & Exotic Meat, Game, Pies, 
Fruit, Veg, Cakes, Bread, Milk, Cheese, Tinned 

Goods, Cereals, Tea, Coffee, Sugar, Biscuits, 
Crackers, Crisps, Sauces, Jams & Pickles.

BBQ pack 1 £25.99 
4 Handmade Burgers 

4 Chicken Fillets 
4 Pork Steaks 

4 Sirloin Steaks 
 

Family Pack - £24.99 
400g Lean Diced 

Beef 
400g Mince Steak 

4 Handmade Burger 
1.5 kg Gammon 

Joint 
1 Large Chicken 

Gym Pack - £24.99 
6 Chicken Fillets 

6 Pork Steaks 
2 Sirloin Steaks 
500g Dry Cure 

Bacon 
 

Roast Pack - £29.99 
1kg Local Topside 

1kg Local Pork Joint 
1kg Gammon Joint 
2kg Large Chicken 

 

MSH Electrical Services 
All types of electrical work 
PAT Testing, LED Lighting 
Central Heating Systems 

Free Quotes 
35 Years Experience 

Mike Hockly 
Mob. 07961 278 028 
Tel. 01743 891 610 

email: hockly342@btinternet.com



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Trains and boats and planes 
I have suddenly become a travel mobile phone 
app user.  It all started in Athens where I 
managed to leave my phone and passport in a 
taxi.  By the time the very friendly and honest taxi 
driver had returned them to me I had missed my 
flight.  When you are abroad without your trusty 
inkjet or laser printer, printing out a new 
boarding pass requires either a visit to the 
nearest internet cafe, whose numbers seem to be 
on the decline or to download an app. I was flying 
with Wizz Air and the website prompted me to 
download ‘PassAndroid’.  The process was fairly 
painless and in a short time I had one of those QR 
codes on my phone.   
 
A quick bit of IT history – a QR or Quick Response 
Code is one of those boxy barcodes which are 
appearing everywhere.  They were invented by 
the Japanese motor industry to make identifying 
the correct part of a car by a scanner more 
efficient. 

 
Back to the plot – never having used one of these 
QR codes, I approached the check in cautiously, 
watched as others waved their phones across the 
screen and stood optimistically before the gates 
which flashed green and then opened – hooray. 
 
Since then I have downloaded train tickets for 
Susan and myself to the ‘Trainline App’  and to 
the SNCF app in France. One problem seems to 
be that each travel company seem to have their 
own app and now I see that I can get QRs for 
theatre tickets, concerts, hotel bookings mostly 
with their own app. 
On the train they certainly save joining the queue 
to collect your ticket at that machine at 
Shrewsbury station and receive enough cards to 
play a game of 
patience but if 
you are someone 
whose phone 
magically loses all 
its charge at the 
most crucial 
moment you may 
not be convinced. 
 
Good travelling this 
summer, Sammy.
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The Sammy Mail Column - with Geoff Sproson

A typical QR code

***SAVE THE DATE*** 
Following her very successful and 
entertaining evening last year, the  

Singing Florist 
will be returning by popular demand to 

Hope Village Hall 
on 

Friday, 22nd November 2019 
Chocolate is the theme so  

who can resist? 
Watch this space for more details

Opera Gala  
on Sunday 30th June 7.30pm 

The Marches Choir, 
together with members of  

Aber Opera 
perform a variety of well known  
and much-loved opera numbers  

from ‘Cosi fan tutte’ to ‘La traviata’ 
Walcot Hall Ballroom, 

Lydbury North 
Tickets £12 or £6 restricted view 

children and students free 
01588 650288 or 01588 680312 
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A M Batchelor Builders Ltd. 
Renovations, Extensions, Property Maintenance, Alterations and Hard Landscaping. 

Over 30 years of experience. Free estimates and advice.

A M Batchelor Builders Ltd. 
Coppice Farm 

Snailbeach, Shrewsbury, Shropshire. 
SY5 0NS 

Mobile: 07785 531 910 
Email: andybatch36@hotmail.com

Monday to Friday 8:30am to 5:30pm, Saturday 8:30am to 3:00pm

FLORISTS
Fresh flowers, plants and a large range of giftware items 

 
Main Road, Pontesbury, SY5 0PY 

01743 792333 

www.annewhysall.co.uk



Mr. Quips 
Corner
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I wish I’d said that...

Depression is merely anger without 
enthusiasm. 
I want patience - AND I WANT IT NOW!!!!  
Photons have mass? I didn't even know they 
were Catholic. 
Yesterday, I fell off a 10 meter ladder. Thank 
God I was on the third step. 
Pavlov walks into a bar. The phone rings, and 
he says, "Damn, I forgot to feed the dog." 
My doctor advised me to kill people. Not in 
such words of course, he just said that I must 
diminish the amount of stress in my life. 
Support bacteria - they're the only culture 
some people have. 
A man walks into a bar with a roll of tarmac 
under his arm and says: "Pint please, and 
one for the road." 
You have the capacity to learn from your 
mistakes, and you will learn a lot today.

There is no satisfaction in hanging a man who 
does not object to it - George Bernard Shaw.  
She plunged into a sea of platitudes, and with 
the powerful breast stroke of a channel 
swimmer, made her confident way towards 
the white cliffs of the obvious ‐ W. Somerset 
Maugham.  
He had a big head and a face so ugly it 
became almost fascinating ‐ Ayn Rand.  
Humour is merely tragedy standing on its 
head with its pants torn - Irvin S. Cobb.  
Her face was her chaperone ‐ Rupert Hughes.  
Anything that is too stupid to be spoken is 
sung ‐ Voltaire.  
Show me a sane man and I will cure him for 
you ‐ Carl Gustav Jung.  
Write drunk; edit sober ‐ Ernest Hemingway.  
I worship the quicksand he walks in ‐ Art 
Buchwald.  
He was one of the nicest old ladies I ever met 
‐ William Faulkner.  
My theory is that all of Scottish cuisine is 
based on a dare - Mike Myers. 
She had much in common with Hitler, only no 
moustache ‐ Noel Coward.  
If my films make one more person miserable, 
I'll feel I have done my job - Woody Allen. 

My boss is going to fire 
the employee with the 
worst posture. I have a 
hunch, it might be me.

 

Pontesbury and Rea Valley U3A is a friendly, local group for people no longer in full time work.  It 
provides a huge variety of creative and leisure opportunities and we always welcome new members.  
We are currently celebrating the following new Interest Groups that members have requested.  They 
join our existing list of 25 Groups covering a wide variety of activities and interests 
The new groups include:  
Recorded Music Appreciation Group 
Photography Group 
Pétanque - now practicing in Pontesbury 
Beginners Tai Chi 
A Bridge Group 
2 Community projects – Yarn-bombing and a U3A community patchwork quilt. 
QuizWiz - includes crosswords, word puzzles and pub quizzes. 
If you would like to meet new friends and discover something new at minimal cost, then U3A is 
definitely for you. 
 Please telephone 01743 792500 for further details of these new activities or check out our website: 
http://u3apontesburyreavalley.org.uk/index.htm  

What does your local U3A offer?
Jane Rice reports
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For advice on planning and 
pre-paid funeral plans.

01743 344646
133, LONGDEN COLEHAM, 

SHREWSBURY SY3 7DN 
www.pughsfuneraldirectors.com

COPYCOPYCOPYCOPY

 
Commercial Printing 

* 
Business & Personal 

Stationery 
* 

Ultra High-Speed Copying 
* 

Design Service 
* 

High Quality 
Digital Colour Printing 

* 
Full Colour Envelopes 

 
130 Longden Coleham, Shrewsbury 

01743 360424 
www.copy-write.co.uk
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from The Library Owl
As I am sure a lot of you will have noticed from 
television and national media this summer marks 
the 50th anniversary of the first Moon landing. We 
are marking the event with displays and 
presentations in the library on Saturday 8th June. 
This has been organised by the U3A Astronomy 
Group. There will also be a collection of 
borrowable books about space, astronauts and the 
1969 Apollo 11 mission. The fiction collection will 
also have a lunar theme. This theme will continue 
through the summer with the children’s Summer 
Reading Challenge, hopefully with some special fun 
activities, but more about that in July. 
Some useful local information pages can be found 
on Facebook. Also keep an eye out for our posters 
around the village. 
  
Opening Hours:  
Monday        10am-1pm  
Tuesday       10am-1pm & 2pm-5pm  
Thursday      2pm-5pm  
Saturday       10am-1pm   

News from 

Pontesbury Library I’ve discovered a rich vein of puzzles and posers 
that I’ll be giving you over the foreseeable future 
that don’t need technical proficiency in any 
particular subject, but require the application of 
logic, lateral thinking and general knowledge. 
Good luck!

Question 1: 
DOUBT : CONVICTION 
Which two words below have the same 
relationship as the two words above? 
A. FAULTLESS : EXEMPLARY 
B. FASTIDIOUS : SLENDER 
C. COURAGE : RESOLUTION 
D. INSTINCT : CONSTANCY 
E. ROUTINE : ABNORMAL 

Question 2: 
Ken is half again as old as Phil, who is half again 
as old as David. Their ages total 152. How old 
are they? 
Question 3: 
Move from letter to connecting letter to spell out 
a nine-letter word. 
T E R  
? D E 
E ? F 
Question 4: 
Each of the following is an anagram of a form of 
transportation, except one. What are the 
anagrams and which is the odd one out?  
A. RAIL REIN 
B. NOD GOAL 
C. OLD PEAR 
D. AIM LOO TUBE 
E. CARVE FORTH 
Question 5: 
What number is next in the following sequence?  
0 1 5 14 30 ?? 
Question 6: 
Find two words with different spellings, but 
sound alike that mean: 
RESIDUE / FORCE AWAY 
Question 7: 
In a game of 12 players that lasts for exactly 75 
minutes, there are 6 reserves who alternate 
equally with the starting players. It means that 
all players, including reserves, are in the game 
for exactly the same amount of time. How long 
is this?

Answers on page 40

Some little known words to 
describe nature, landscape and 
the weather... 
Gussock 
An East Anglian word for a sudden, powerful rush of 
wind: “That gussock just took my hat off.” 
Hot-spong 
If you leave your coat at home on a spring day, you 
might find yourself longing for a hot-spong. This 
evocative East Anglian word describes the rush of 
heat one feels when the sun emerges from under a 
cloud. 
Holloway 
Now the name of a great tarmacked highway that 
slices through North London, ‘holloway’ was 
originally used to describe much humbler paths. 
The word refers to a recessed road worn into soft 
bedrock by many years of being trammelled by rain, 
shoes and horses’ hooves. 
Donkey 
This donkey’s not an animal but an adjective from 
Northamptonshire that describes wet or damp 
ground. As in: "This path’s a bit donkey. If only I’d 
worn wellies, not stilettos.” 



 
 
 

Recycle your old scrap metal 

 
Washing Machines, Cookers, Cars, vans, Cast, 

Brass, copper, lead, batteries, cable, farm 

scrap, old central heating systems, etc. 

 

 

No load too big or too small 

Free Collection! 

 

 

Call - 07989 050 276 

Or -  01743 791 493
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Tom Griffiths
Mobile: 07859 335135

Bookings: 07718 275150
Covering Shropshire, Mid & West Wales

Fully Insured

The Flower Shop
3, Station Road, Minsterley 

Tel: 01743 791 860 
Email: 

theflower.shop@aol.com

Fresh Flowers, Plants, Greetings 
Cards, 

Wrapping Paper, Helium Balloons, 
and  

Much More

SWS Broadband, Brook House, Pennerley, Shrewsbury SY5 0NE 

0333 7000 227 | connect@swsbroadband.net 

SWS Broadband 
Your Local Internet Service Provider. . . 

Connecting Shropshire since 2005 
 

 

 
Affordable 

Reliable 

Flexible 

High Speed 

from £24/month 

Further savings with VoIP phone 

Choose the bandwidth you require 

Change service without penalty 

From 10Mbps to 30+Mbps 

Choose the bandwidth that suits you 

In-house technical support  

99.99% availability 



Cup defeat but the future looks good 
Instones United - 6 

Snailbeach White Stars - 1 
SUMMARY: A resounding and deflating defeat on 
April 28th. Scoreline doesn’t entirely reflect the 
game. We had plenty of chances but the 
opposition goalkeeper made some great saves. At 
the other end they took advantage of their 
missile like set plays and made us pay. They walk 
away league and cup winners, and deservedly so. 
But it’s good to be back playing in top drawer 
matches like this… 
GOAL SCORER: Adam DAVIES 
MAN OF THE MATCH: Craig HARRIS – Deployed in 
the hole as we were short in the middle of the 
park, Craig was a creative influence from the 
middle and opened them up a few times. 
TEAM: 
GK: Wayne WALTON 
DEF: Nath JEX, Owen MORRIS, Manny WILLIAMS 
MID: Joe BYERS, Craig GRIFFITHS, Craig HARRIS, 
Aryn MATTHEE, Sam JONES 
ATT: Marcus ASHLEY, Adam DAVIES  
SUBS: Jack BREEZE, Sam PRICE, Ollie DAVIES, Dan 
CAMBURN, Ben MILLINGTON 
 
Season ends on a high with a 4-goal spree  
The boys ended the season on a high note with a 
4-3 win away to Telegraph on May 5th despite a 
host of absentees.  Adam Davies was Man of the 
Match, getting all four goals by half-time and 

going in goal in the second half to save his legs 
and allow Wally the chance to get a run up top!  
The lads who hadn't got as many minutes during 
the season came in and did a sterling job to make 
it perfectly clear that we have strength in depth. 
Fair to say the boys have achieved a lot this 
season and we can all be very content with the 
last nine months. A second place finish, secured 
by a 4-1 win over Beacon on April 14th as well as 
a Cup Final in our first season as a Premier 
Division side bodes well for the future. We’ve 
bridged the gap to perennial trophy winners 
Instones United and been the only team that 
have defeated them during the campaign. Next 
season we’ll be eager to test ourselves at the top 
of the league again and be as competitive as 
possible. 
On a final note, Wayne “Wally” Walton is hanging 
up his gloves. Wally has been an ever present 
since the club reformed in Division 4 back in 
2012. In the seven years since he has played 
outfield and in goal, as well as being the assistant 
manager and helping out hugely with maintaining 
our pitch and club house. He’s been an integral 
part of our success and it’s no exaggeration to say 
we wouldn’t be where we are today without his 
contribution. Hopefully he’ll continue to play a big 
part at the club, and he will more than likely be 
called upon again in the future at some point. A 
top man who deserves a lot of recognition and 
thanks for all he has done for these lads 
throughout the years! 
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Snailbeach White stars
 Jordan Knill reports

Back row (left to right): Reece Benson, Sam Price, Ollie Davies, Manny Williams, Owen Morris, Wayne Walton, Aryn 
Matthee, Dan Camburn, Adam Davies, Craig Harris, Jordan Knill 
Front row (left to right): Ben Millington, Jack Breeze, Marcus Ashley, Sam Jones, Craig Griffiths, Nath Jex, Joe Byers 

The 2018/19 team



Just over thirty years after William’s sad demise his younger brother Alfred (Fred) Blakemore (Back row, 
far right in the photo) made the national news on October 2nd 1945 when he appeared in the News 
Chronicle with fellow campaigner parish councillor Ted Oldfield fighting to keep Snailbeach hillside 
homes from being knocked down. Clun Rural Council deemed the 

homes as damp, dark, 
unhealthy and defective by 
modern standards and 
wanted to move the residents 
to new council houses lower 
down in the valley. 
Then living in Crows Nest, 
blacksmith Fred (76)  
proclaimed he was perfectly 

healthy and that his grandfather had lived in Snailbeach until he was 
103.  
Of his cottage he proudly proclaimed, “Built with my father’s hands 
from Stiperstones rock and Stiperstones forest and as sound as a bell! 
In Snailbeach, we are as contented as cuckoos.” 
The Chronicle also mentions that  Fred the blacksmith built a fountain 
“through which mountain water comes to the village”.  

This was the shocking news that was reported in the Shrewsbury Chronicle of 20th March 1914 on the 
death of Snailbeach resident William Henry Blakemore (Back row, third from left) 
Below is the actual report: 
“Sad Drowning Fatality ‐ On Monday the body of William Henry Blakemore (52), bachelor, a small 
farmer of the Coppice, Snailbeach was found dead in what is locally know as Perkin’s Pool. He appears 
to have left home early in the morning for the purpose of attending to his stock in a field where the 
pool is situate but having been a cripple for the last 30 years, through contraction of the muscles, he 
moved about his farm by means of a donkey, which was found with its bridle on in the field by the pool 

and to all appearances the 
deceased had been standing 
on the edge of the slope 
leading into the water. Owing 
to the rough weather which 
prevailed at the time, it is 
possible that he lost his 
balance and was precipitated 
into the pool, where he was 
discovered dead by a 
neighbouring farmer, named 
Alfred Williams, who procured 
the assistance of some 
workmen nearby and got the 
body out. An inquest was held 
by the District Coroner (Mr RE 
Clarke) on the body in 
Snailbeach Schoolroom on the 
Wednesday afternoon when, 
after hearing the evidence, the 
jury returned a verdict of 
“Accidentally drowned”.
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David Blakemore & family outside Coppice, Snailbeach, late 1880’s 
Back row, left to right: John (Jack), David Jnr, William and Alfred. 
Seated: Mary, David Snr, and Mary nee Maddox. 
At front: Annie 

Where was, or is, Perkin’s 
Pool? 
Where was Fred’s fountain? 
Was it the drain in 
Snailbeach Coppice 
bringing piped water to the 
Mine Captain Houses at 
the farm? 
How are the family names 
‘Blakemore’ and ‘Maddox’ 
related to the modern day 
local place names? 
Answers please to: 
editor.sdn@mail.com

“Nobody wants to go except one 
or two on the gaiety side who 
want to go to the pictures. You 
can live here as happy as a prim-
rose in a hollow” 
Ted Oldfield - parish councillor 
News Chronicle, October 1945

Snailbeach Farmer Drowns in Perkin’s Pool
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We will never stop carrying a torch for plants 
— they are way more amazing than most 
people give them credit for. They can hear 
oncoming attackers, and many send noxious 
chemicals into their leaves to fight back. Some 
even have a primitive sense of sight. But they 
don’t like it when you pet them. According to research they have a very strong reaction to touch. 
Plants’ hatred of cuddles is nothing new to scientists. In the early 1960s, for instance, scientist Frank 
Salisbury was studying how cocklebur plants grew by measuring their leaves with a ruler every day. 
Weirdly, he noticed that the plants he was measuring didn’t grow as much as their neighbours and 
they eventually shrivelled up and died. He concluded that it was simply the act of touching the plants 
that killed them. 
A decade later a plant physiologist named Mark Jaffe published the first work on this phenomenon — 
and coined the first word for it: thigmomorphogenesis (in Greek, thigmo means “touch,” morpho 
means “shape,” and genesis means “origin.”). Of the dozen or so plant species he used in his study six 
had slowed growth after being touched daily. After a few more days of no touching, however, they 
resumed their regular growth rate. 
In 1990, plant biochemist Dr. Janet Braam discovered that this stunted growth happened because of a 
genetic change. Touching a plant led to a specific handful of its genes being activated which she 
named the “touch” (TCH) genes. 
In December 2018 researchers at La Trobe University in Australia took a closer look at this 

phenomenon to uncover exactly what was going on 
inside of the plant to activate these genes. For their 
study the researchers used a plant called thale cress 
(Arabidopsis thaliana), a plant that’s known to pump 
its leaves with toxic mustard oil when insects attack 
and the same genus as the plants used in Braam’s 
original study. The scientists stroked the leaves of 
the plants with a soft paintbrush every 12 hours 
then measured their biological response at varying 
periods of time after each stroke. 
They found that within 30 minutes of being touched 

10 per cent of the plant’s genome had been altered. At the site where the plants had been stroked 
their mitochondria had ramped up their activation of genes known to suppress the touch response. 
Even more interesting the same thing had happened at other places on the plant that hadn’t been 
touched, though to a lesser degree. Specifically, the mitochondria altered the genome by tweaking 
the plant’s immune system and hormone levels. 
“This involves a huge expenditure of energy which is taken away from plant growth. If the touching is 
repeated then plant growth is reduced by up to 30 percent,” said Professor Jim Whelan the lead 
researcher on the study and research director of the La Trobe Institute for Agriculture and Food in a 
statement.  
Why would this be? It makes sense for a plant to send out toxic chemicals when it feels the brush of a 
caterpillar since that could help convince the predator that it’s not a tasty snack. But to inhibit growth 
after too much touching? That seems like cutting off the nose to spite the face. 
But there’s some logic there. For example, if plants grow too close together they’ll get less light and 
fewer nutrients. Growing smaller could be a way to ensure that there’s enough to go around, co-
author Dr. Yan Wang explained. 
This new research might help farmers know exactly how far to space their plants to ensure they grow 
as big as possible. Knowing the genetic mechanisms at play in a plant’s touch defences might even 
help scientists engineer plants that aren’t as touch sensitive. For that though they have to be careful 
since it could be easy to knock out some other important senses in the process, like sensitivity to cold 
and heat and disease defence. 
But as for houseplants the message is clear: water them, give them sunlight, even play them music if 
you’d like to. But don’t pet them. They don’t like it when you pet them. 
From Curiosity.com re‐published under a Creative Commons licence. 

Leaf me alone! 

   by Ashley Hamer 

pic: Getty images
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John Powell’s  
Home Improvements 

For any Plastering, Tiling, 
Plumbing  

and  
General Maintenance. 

 
Can also fit kitchens and 

bathrooms.  
 

Fully Insured. 
 

NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL 
 

Call John on  
Home: 01743 791 627 
Mobile: 07838 015 005

Tankerville 

 Pottery and Gallery 
 

Excellent selection 
of: 

Paintings, Cards, 
Crystals, Stoneware 

Pottery, Oven to 
Tableware, Bread 

Crocks. 
 

Super Presents at 
Reasonable Prices! 

 
Tankerville Pottery & Gallery 

Pennerley, Stiperstones. 
SY5 0NB 

Tel: 01743 791 580 
www.tankervillegallery.co.uk

  
  

STATION ROAD, MINSTERLEYSTATION ROAD, MINSTERLEY  
  

KK EE BB AA BB SS,,   PP II ZZ ZZ AA SS,,     
BB UU RR GG EE RR SS,,   

  FF II SS HH  &&  CC HH II PP SS  

Tel: 01743 791 827 
 

Telephone orders welcome 
 

Monday & Tuesday Special 
Two 9” or 12” pizzas for £10

GLADRAGS 
 
 
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

New & Used Dress Agency 
Call in to see our selection of 

quality classic, casual & designer 
clothing and accessories at 

affordable prices 
 

Spring is just around the corner! 
Time to re-vamp your wardrobe. 

We have now taken in quality used 
clothing and accessories for the 

spring season. 
Should you require our ‘collection 
and return’ service for a complete 

wardrobe clearance, please call 
one of our team for information. 

 
UPSTAIRS AT 

CONNECTIONS STORE, 
SHREWSBURY ROAD, 

PONTESBURY, SY5 0QD 
Visit our Tea Room for 

 Ladies that Lunch! 

T: 01743 790600 
M: 07795 592716 

Evenings: 01743 791935 
E: sue.lindsay@stiperstones.net 
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It’s taken for granted that we all went to school, learned to read and 
write, and that we all have the same level of reading ability. However, 
many thousands of adults missed out on the opportunity to learn to read 
during the short period of time in our lives when the basic foundations of 
this skill are acquired. In fact, research shows that over 7% of adults 
never learned to read at school! 

It may be one thing not to enjoy the pleasure of reading a new title by your favourite author, but stop 
for a minute and think how different things would be if you were excluded from reading altogether 
and struggled to do some of the everyday things that most of us take for granted. Just imagine how 
your life would be if you couldn’t read forms, follow medicine instructions, understand letters from 
your electricity supplier or read bedtime stories to your child or grandchild? 

It’s never too late to learn 
Help is at hand.  Read Easy Shropshire Hills, a branch of the national literacy charity Read Easy, has 
recently been set up to provide free one-to-one coaching for people in South Shropshire and the 
Welsh Borders who struggle with reading.   
Read Easy understands that, throughout their lives, many people who struggle with reading have 
found ways to avoid situations where their reading ability might be on display to be seen by others. 
They understand that many people will want to learn to read but feel too embarrassed to seek help, 
especially if it brings back memories of their childhood classroom experiences, which is why their 
coaching service has been designed to help new readers feel as comfortable as possible about taking 
the brave step to learn to read. 
Read Easy matches up a new reader with a trained reading coach to help them work together through 
reading manuals, at a quiet private location, at a time to suit them both. It’s as easy as that and it’s 
free!  
Reading sessions last half an hour and take place twice a week. Some people complete the course in 
as little as a year, while others can take more than two years. The important thing is that everyone 
can learn at their own pace without feeling rushed. The service is designed to be flexible to suit the 
individual and there are no targets or exams to worry about. 

Learning to read transforms people’s lives 
Through learning to read people grow enormously in confidence, self-esteem and independence as 
well as being able to navigate through the world of the written word. 

Here’s an extract from a letter Steve sent to Read Easy: 
‘Thank you very much Read Easy for helping me to read and 
write. This is the first letter I’ve ever written. 
It has changed the way I do things, my life. It’s given me the 
courage to go out and do different things, not just reading and 
writing but going out on my own and mixing with the public. 
Five or six months ago I would never have done the things I’ve 
done, like joining the library, reading newspapers, going on 
public transport and going to coffee shops and the supermarket.’ 

How to get in touch 
Read Easy Shropshire Hills covers the towns of Bishops Castle, Church Stretton, Clun, Craven Arms, 
Knighton and Ludlow as well as Snailbeach and all areas in-between. 
If you would like to find out more, or you know someone who would like to learn to read contact 
Annabel Stacey on 07960 865564 or email her at shropshirehills@readeasy.org.uk. 

See our website - www.readeasy.org.uk 

Steve proves it’s never too late to 
learn to read

A new local charity offers free one-to-one help for those 

who struggle to read.  Here, Read Easy Shropshire Hills 

tells SDN readers how the scheme works.
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Iyengar Yoga in Shropshire 

YOGA CLASS 

Snailbeach Village Hall 
Tuesdays 7.00 – 8.30 p.m. 

Suitable for all levels 
Pre-booking only 
For details contact:- 

Liz on 01743 790698 
Email: 

elizabethknowles1@googlemail.com 
 

 

Hignetts 
of 

Pontesbury Ltd 
Established 1919 

 
Family run fresh food retailers 

 
Locally sourced meat 

Fresh fruit and vegetables 
Fair trade foods 

Bread, pies, buns and cakes all  
baked on the premises daily 

 
Freshly filled sandwiches, 

baguettes and rolls 
 

Groceries at competitive prices 
Garden plants and flowers 

Compost and grow bags 
 

UPS parcel collection and 
delivery hub 

 
Tel: 01743 790 228 
www.hignetts.co.uk

Feel Good Feet
Foot Health Practitioner

Julie Foster
DipFH   MCFHP   MAFHP

Mobile foot treatments in the comfort 
of your own home

To book an appointment call

07772 086846
Routine home foot care visits include:

Toenail trimming - Corn removal - 

Callus reduction - Ingrown toenails 

- Fungal infection treatments - 

Verrucae - Cracked heal care - 

Diabetic foot care

I also do manicure, pedicure and 

nail gel varnish

Registered with the association of 
foot health professionals
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Rt Hon Philip Dunne MP 

House of Commons 

London 

SW1A 0AA 

02072192388 

www.philipdunne.com 

Philip Dunne

Letter from Westminster
June 2019

Support for the Armed Forces 
Thursday 6th June 2019 marks the 75th anniversary of the D-Day Landings – a real turning point in the 
Second World War and the beginning of the Allied liberation of Europe from Nazi tyranny.  

To mark the event, there will be a major joint commemoration on Normandy beaches, involving 
surviving veterans, senior members of the Royal Family, and military chiefs from UK, US, Canada, France 
and other Commonwealth nations. It will involve the largest Royal Navy flotilla of recent years, with 
4,000 personnel and at least 11 Royal Navy vessels, with multiple aircraft from the Red Arrows to the 
iconic Spitfire. 

For me, such momentous anniversaries in our history take on a new significance, since joining the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission as a Commissioner earlier this year.  

Soldiers from across the Commonwealth played a crucial role in defeating fascism, and defending Britain 
and the values for which it stands. Without the significant support of Commonwealth nations, Britain’s 
war effort may have ended very differently. So it is important to remember the service of all who played 
their part in the Second World War, especially those who sacrificed their lives for our freedom.  

The service of Commonwealth personnel continues to play a vital role in sustaining our Armed Forces. 
There are today some 4,000 regular and reserves personnel from the Commonwealth in our Armed 
Forces.  

I have recently supported calls in Parliament to scrap visa fees for Commonwealth veterans who wish to 
stay in the UK after leaving military service. Current legislation exempts Commonwealth personnel from 
immigration controls while serving in the Armed Forces, who become eligible for Indefinite Leave to 
Remain following a minimum of four years’ service. But application costs for Indefinite Leave to Remain 
mean a service leaver with a spouse and two children could face a bill of almost £10,000 to remain in 
the UK.  

As a result, many Commonwealth service leavers rely on financial support from charities such as the 
Royal British Legion to meet the cost of visa fees to remain in the UK. Approximately 400 
Commonwealth service leavers apply for Indefinite Leave to Remain each year. 

It does not seem right to me that those who come to this country volunteering to serve in our Armed 
Forces, can be presented with a hefty bill if they wish to remain here once their duty is done. So I have 
joined calls on the Home Secretary to do the right thing, and waive these fees for good. 

This month also marks Armed Forces Day, on Saturday 29th June, with events taking place in Shrewsbury 
and Telford. I encourage residents to show their support for the Armed Forces and those local 
organisation and businesses who have signed up to the Armed Forces Covenant. This pledge recognises 
that those who serve or who have served in the armed forces, and their families, should be treated with 
fairness and respect in the communities, economy and society they serve. 

As a former Defence Minister, and local Royal British Legion member, I feel strongly that we must ensure 
that current generations recognise and respect the service of those who wear the Queen’s uniform and 
defend the freedoms we hold dear – just as previous generations have done.  
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T P Hockly 
Building Contractor 

Timber Framed Buildings & Extensions, 

Brickwork & Plastering 

Driveways, General Building Work & 

Building Maintenance 

Call Tim on: 01743 791 114 

Mobile: 07814 498 524

rESPONSIbLE dISPOSaL aNd 
rEMOvaL OF uNWaNtEd bEE aNd 

WaSP NEStS 
reasonable rates 

 
 
 
 
 

 
call tim hockly 07814 498 524

Heather Kidd 
Local Shropshire Councillor 

for 

Chirbury & Worthen 
including Snailbeach and 

Stiperstones 
Telephone: 01938 561 651 

Mobile: 07980 635 518 

Email: 

heather.kidd@shropshire.gov.uk 

Facebook: Heather Kidd  

www.heatherkidd.org.uk 

The Stiperstones Inn 

Open from 11.30am and serving food  
from 12pm - 9pm daily

www.stiperstonesinn.co.uk 
Tel: 01743 791 327
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NATURAL ENGLAND 
Notes from the hill 
Simon Cooter for Natural England staff at Rigmoreoak.

The weather was good for the annual bird walk, although the total bird count was down a bit on 
previous years as some of the migrants like tree pipit seemed to be late in returning and the red grouse 
weren’t showing that day. Since then however I have seen the first brood of very small chicks. They 
looked like they had only recently hatched although the amazing thing is that they can walk almost 
immediately and start feeding on small insects that they pick off of the heather plants. The brood that I 
saw were on the path early in the morning, probably warming up in the early sunshine, but it does 
make you realise how vulnerable they are at this stage and how important it is to keep dogs on a lead 
at this time of year. 
 
An interesting turn up this year has been the return of wood warbler 
to the hill. We heard two singing birds on our bird walk near the 
Gatten. These are leaf warblers like willow warblers and chiff-chaffs 
but are easily the prettiest being a lovely yellowish green colour, the 
perfect camouflage amongst the newly opening leaves of the trees. 
They have an easily recognisable song which is likened to a spinning 
coin as it settles getting faster and faster. They typically carry out 
their delightful fluttering song flight in the mid-canopy so are quite 
visible when singing unlike many birds that sit high up in the top of 
trees. They have seen a marked decline across Europe since 
the1980s which could be linked to climate change as they winter in 
tropical West Africa, so it is particularly nice to see them returning to 
the hill as a breeding bird. 
 
The Hay Meadow Festival is not running this year, so in its place I have a week of scything planned 
which I have called Scything with a View. This starts on Sunday the 14th of July with an alpine scything 
course where you can learn the joys of setting up, sharpening and using an Austrian scythe. Cost £50 
includes all equipment and refreshments, bring your own lunch. 
 
Following this there will be a scything session at different locations around the hill each morning from 
Monday to Friday 15th- 19th July, finishing up with a competition and BBQ on the Friday afternoon. All 
days are open to all abilities, although I would recommend that those new to scything attend the 
course on the Sunday. 
 
We are also running an introduction to fleece felting on Thursday July 4th 9am to 4pm. Spend a day 
with us on the nature reserve, meet the sheep (and their new lambs) and make a rug using Hebridean 
fleece from our own Stiperstones flock. This method of felting the back of a shorn fleece allows us to 
create a ‘sheep skin rug’ without harming the animal. Cost £70 per person plus £25 material costs. 
Light refreshments provided, bring your own lunch. Small class size and lots of fun.  
 
For the kids we have Habitats on the Hill, fairies and elves  Sunday 7th July 11am — 3pm. 
Walk up to Blakemooregate stopping along the way to learn about all of the variety of  habitats. Enjoy 
your picnic at the cottages then create your own fairy or elf home in a tree, wall or bank. 
£5 per child 
Maximum of three children per adult. 
Both events involve an uphill walk. Suitable for children age 6 + 
  
For more information on both of these events see our Facebook page or email 
Stiperstones.events@naturalengland.org.uk or telephone 01743 792294.
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Mobile Monday 

Hairdresser 
A s ta te  reg i s te red ha i rdresser 

offering a mobile service in your area 
on Mondays 

Call Avril: 07905 640 167 
  

Also available for  
salon appointments at : 

 Altro Capelli 
Pontesbury 

Tues & Weds - 9.30 am  to 5 pm 
01743 790 386 

   
Minsterley 

Thurs & Fri - 9am to 7pm 
01743 792 548 

 

Motor Ser
vices

Tyres, Exhausts, Bodywork 
Servicing & Pre‑MOTs etc. 

At Minsterley Motors, Stiperstones SY5 0LZ 

Telephone: 01743 791 783 

Mobile: 07810 232 309

                     PURPLE PUPPIES 
                            01743 792292   
                            07940 577685 

 

 Dog walking…. 
 Pet home alone visits…  
 Day-care (limited availability)  
 One to One Training  
 Raw food sales and advice 
 Perfect Fit Harness stockist 

 

 

 

Deb Gallimore APDT 01189 

debgallimore@outlook.com 
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The Young Adults and Little People’s Page
A page for all those who are young, or just young at heart 

Please send all contributions for this page to editor.sdn@mail.com 
We’re looking for original writing (prose or poetry) and illustrations (cartoons, 

paintings, sketches) 
Open to all of you who are young, or young at heart. 

 
Halfway Down 
Halfway down the stairs 

Is a stair 
Where I sit. 

There isn't any 
Other stair 
Quite like 

It. 
I'm not at the bottom, 

I'm not at the top; 
So this is the stair 

Where 
I always 

Stop. 
 

Halfway up the stairs 
Isn't up 

And it isn't down. 
It isn't in the nursery, 

It isn't in town. 
And all sorts of funny thoughts 

Run round my head. 
It isn't really 
Anywhere! 

It's somewhere else 
Instead! 

A. A. Milne

1) What did one ocean say to the other? 
Nothing. It just waved. 

2) What do you call a blind dinosaur? 
A do-you-think-he-saw-us. 

3) What do geese take for their allegies? 
Anti-hissssss-tamines.

E. H. Shepard
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A dedicated and independent veterinary 
practice that has been established in 

Shropshire for over 50 years, specialising in 
companion animal care.  

 
Natalie Morris BVSc MRCVS 

 
Website: 

www.malthouseveterinarygroup.co.uk 
Email:  

reception@malthouseveterinarygroup.co.uk

Telephone: 01743 791246  

 
GARDEN FURNITURE 

 FROM 
 RECYCLED TIMBER 

CHAIRS, COFFEE TABLES,  
BENCH SEATS etc. 

E-mail: servatory@hotmail.com 

Or call Graham on 01743 790 115 
WHEEL BARROW PLANTERS FROM £10

HAND MADE

 

J. Lewis &J. Lewis &  
SonsSons  

Coal Merchants 
Haulage Contractors 

Hardcore, Sand & Gravels 
 

Tel: 01743 791 366 
jlewisandsons@outlook.com

Gentle Flow Yoga 
Snailbeach Village Hall 

Be kind to your body & gentle on your mind 
 

Tuesdays 10 – 11.30am 
Yoga for everyone – all welcome 

 
Prior enrolment essential 

 
Please contact Caro on: 

Email: schiansky04@yahoo.com 
Tel: 01743 791742 

 
First session a free trial one for newcomers. 



Council Payments 
Shropshire Council introduced a 
new computer IT system called 

Business World. It went live in one concentrated 
changeover with little training to staff and 
councillors. Since then a whole raft of problems 
have come to light, 
There are two local school bus companies which 
have not been paid since January and another 
now thinking it's not worth doing business with 
the Council anymore. Taxis are also not being 
paid. I know of staff that have not been paid 
expenses and others that have not been given 
access to claim their expenses. 
On top of that schools trying to order materials 
are finding that only the most expensive 
companies are on the system to order from. 
That's simply no good - our underfunded schools 
have to be able to shop around for the cheapest 
materials. Authorisation for spending is chaotic 
too for many schools. The system is just not fit for 

purpose at present and the training was to little 
too late. Why wasn't this all piloted and the 
problems ironed out before it was implemented 
with a big bang? Truly not good enough! 
If you have suffered from ANY of these problems 
then please do get in touch with me. 
  
Stiperstones School. 
The Shropshire cabinet paper for the 'Prescribed 
Alteration' for educating the children at 
Stiperstones School mainly at the Norbury School 
site, is recommending that this should happen. I 
will be attending the cabinet meeting and have 
asked to speak. This is not a closure. 

Snailbeach District News - Issue 359

June 2019

Page 31

Best wishes 
Heather  

Heather Kidd, Shropshire 
Councillor for Chirbury and 
Worthen 
Tel: 07980635518  
heather.kidd@shropshire.gov.uk 
www.heatherkidd.org 

Our May meeting was a busy 
evening at which we debated this 
year’s two resolutions which will 

be put forward to the NFWI Annual Meeting in 
Bournemouth in June. The two resolutions are ‘A 
call against the decline in local bus services’ and 
‘Don’t fear the smear’. Some very interesting and 
pertinent points of view were raised and gave us 
much to think about. 
We also welcomed a lady and her two black 
Labradors who are hearing dogs for deaf people 
(one now retired but still very keen to please!) 
Such beautiful dogs doing an amazing job. 
Not content with one meeting a month we always 
try to do some ‘little extras’ and in the next 
couple of months we will be doing a guided walk 
around Bishop’s Castle, a ramble from Pontesbury 
and a trip on the Llangollen Canal. 
Our next meeting will be on Thursday 13th June, 
at 7.30pm in Snailbeach Village Hall, when we will 
have an entertaining talk by John Butterworth, 
followed by refreshments. Anyone is welcome to 
come along and try us out. We are a very friendly 
bunch of ladies and we always heartily welcome 
visitors and new members. 
Meeting are always held at 7.30pm on the second 
Thursday of every month (except August) at 
Snailbeach Village Hall. Please contact Jo for any 
further information on 01743 891406,  

Although we came second in Division 2, we are 
not receiving automatic promotion into Division 1 
next season. This may eventually happen but it 
depends on whether any teams drop out and 
how many new teams apply to join. 
 As the number of teams is equally balanced 
between the two Divisions and new teams are 
always placed in Division 2, as we were last year, 
it is just a case of waiting to see, probably until 
August. 
All we know at present is that Westbury will be 
demoted and Trefonen, with 388 points, will be 
promoted.  
We had 373 points, followed by Kinnerley (who 
won the wine on finals night) with 365 and 
Bayston Hill with 363. 
 In Division 1, Hope were fifth with 375 and Aston 
on Clun and Little Wenlock tied for sixth place 
with 363.   There were 21 teams in Division 1, and 
20 in Division 2, so our result was quite 
respectable.

Heather Kidd’s Report

 SNAILBEACH WI QUIZ TIME 
 from Jenny Alldridge 

Always remember that you are 
absolutely unique. Just like everyone 

else. 
Margaret Mead 



Snailbeach District News - Issue 359

June 2019

Page 32

Crowning Glory 
 

 
 
 
 

Val would like to welcome 
 all customers old and new. 

  Fully qualified with over 35yrs experience in 
all aspects of hairdressing. 

Opening times: 
Tuesday - 9 to 5pm 

Wednesday - 9 to 5pm 
Thursday - 9 to 5.30pm 

Friday - 9 to 5.30pm 
Saturday – 9 to 1pm 

Bennett’s Business Centre, Main Rd, Pontesbury. 
Tel: 01743 790 008 

 
Join Val on Facebook @CrowningGloryPontesbury

hand controls 
 

left foot accelerators 
 

car boot hoists 
 

person hoists 
 

swivel seats 
 

secondary control  
systems ...and more! 

      Unit 11  
      Malehurst Industrial Estate 
      Minsterley, Shropshire 
      SY5 0EQ 
      info@allshropshiremobility.co.uk 

Offering a bespoke service to both 
Motability and private customers 

 
Tel:  01743 790 879 

Call: 07966 788791 

Quotations: 01743 792013 

www.benmorriselectrical.co.uk 
 

Efficient friendly service from an 

 experienced Electrician 
 

        ▪       Specialist in House Rewiring 
        ▪       Inspection & Testing of Properties 
        ▪       Extra Sockets & Lights installed  
                  (no job too small) 
        ▪       We will fit your own newly                            
                  purchased lights etc. 
        ▪       All work VAT free 
        ▪       Fully Insured 
        ▪       All work certified and notified to  
                  building control (Part P) 
        ▪       Free Quotations 
        ▪       Competitive Hourly Rates 

 
 

COMPLETE SERVICE AND REPAIR CENTRE 
 

 
-  

- -  
-  

 

-  
- -  
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PONTESBURY GARDENERS ASSOCIATION
Photograph Competition 

As part of the Pontesbury & District Gardeners 
Association Annual Show on 24th August there will 
be a Photo Competition.  
Subjects for the four classes are: 

A tree 
Something white  

A bird 
Electric 

The subject for the children’s classes is: 
A Farm Animal 

Photographs should be 7” x 5” / 18cm x 13cm in 
size and unframed. BluTak will be supplied at the 
Show for mounting them on the display boards. 
Entry forms will be available nearer the time from 
the Trading Post and shops in the village, but 
mentioning it now gives everyone time to get their 
cameras out. 
The Trading Post is situated in the Old Station 
Buildings on Station Road and is open every 
Saturday from 9.30 to 12 noon.

Mobile Library times: 
Alternate Wednesdays 

May 8th and 22nd 
Snailbeach village hall ‐ 14:00 ‐ 14:20 

Stiperstones school ‐ 14:30 ‐ 15:10

THIS MONTH IN THE GARDEN

Week 1 
...fresh new foliage... 
Now that they have finishing flowering, early 
herbaceous plants such as hardy geraniums 
should be cut back to 7.5 cm (3 in) above ground 
level. This may seem brutal but the plants are 
tired and this will encourage the growth of fresh 
new foliage for the rest of the summer, and even 
a few late flowers! 
Week 2 
...water containers daily... 
Shade-loving plants need protecting with a layer 
of leaf-mould to help retain moisture during dry 
spells. Water all containers once a day, preferably 
in the cool of early evening. Try to make this a 
precious time, far removed from the chore it 
once seemed. 
Week 3 
...mow lawns regularly... 
Sow fast-growing annuals to fill any unexpected 
gaps in the borders. 
Lift and divide polyanthus and primulas after they 
have finished flowering and replant in a shady 
corner of the garden. Plant out arum lilies and 
clip back any plants that are becoming straggly or 
invasive. Mow lawns regularly. 
Week 4 
...make the most of the long fine days... 
July is often the hottest month of the year so take 
advantage of long fine days to carry out 
construction jobs such as making new beds, 
laying paving or building walls. Water copiously in 
dry weather and make sure to arrange for friends 
or neighbours to water the garden if you are 
going away.

©Judith Glover ‐ “Garden Days” 
You can buy Judith’s 2019 calendar at: 

www.judithglover.com
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The Bungalow,  
Weston Road,  
White Gritt, 
Minsterley, 
Shrewsbury, SY5 0JJ 

Phone: 07815 801 871 
Fax: 01588 650 386 
johnbebb@hotmail.co.uk 
johnbebbconstruction.co.uk

LL OGSOGS  F F OROR  S S ALEALE

Free delivery on bags 
within 10 miles.  

Nets for collection.

Bulk Bag & Net Suppliers

Phone: 07815 801 871 
Fax: 01588 650 386 
greenacreslogs@hotmail.com

Order your bag (or multiple bags), fill them with 
your waste and leave them in a vehicle 

accessible place, call us and we will collect. 

CHEAPER & EASIER THAN A SKIP!

£72 Inc VAT for bag & collection. Discounts on 
multiple bags from the same address at the 

same time

JJOHNOHN  W. F. B W. F. BEBBEBB  
SMALL TOOL & PLANT HIRE 

07815 801 871 

Phone for details on all Tools & Plant.  
Delivery available.

Mini Digger £50 

High Lift Dumper £40 

Magic Screed £40 

Bull Float £30 

Wacker Plate £30 

Stihl Saw from £25 

Pointing Guns £10 

Grinders from £15 

Welder/Generator £50 

Trailer Hire from £15 

And much more!

Danny Bebb 

The Bungalow,  
Weston Road,  
White Gritt, 
Minsterley, 
Shrewsbury, SY5 0JJ 

Phone: 07815 801 871 

Fax: 01588 650 386 

Email: 

johnbebb@hotmail.co.uk

building, civil Engineering & Surfacing contractor

JOHN W.F. BEBB



Snailbeach District News - Issue 359

June 2019

Page 35

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 29th June 2019 
10 am to 12:30 pm 

 

Snailbeach Village Hall 
 

Coffee & Cake £2 on entrance 
Numerous stalls 

Raffle 
 

Please come and support our church 
Prizes and donations welcome 

 
Further information contact 
 Joan Evans 01743 791374 

St Luke’s Church 
 Snailbeach

Coffee Morning

Pontesbury 
Open Gardens 

Sunday 30th June 
12.30 - 4.30 

Gardens open in aid of  
St. George’s Church  

&  
Shropshire Historic Churches Trust

Entry map from the Church 
 SY5 0PS 

Entrance £5 children free.  
Refreshments & Plants for sale.  

If we secure enough votes, we could 
receive       in funding.  
Help us create something special –  
vote for us today and let's make  
it happen! Thank you.

www.calor.co.uk/communityfund

Vote for

Voting open from 2nd May - 17th June 2019

We've applied for funding for

in the Calor Rural Community Fund

VOTE NOW

Snailbeach Village Hall 
 play area

£2,500

A carriage to match our new 
train.

 

 
 



Snailbeach District News - Issue 359

June 2019

Page 36

Telephone: 01743 791 208 
(8am - 5pm Monday to Friday) 

Email Address: john@minsterleymotors.co.uk 
Website: www.minsterleymotors.co.uk

2A, The Farriers, Annscroft, Shrewsbury SY5 8AN
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Minster leyMinster ley   
MotorsMotors  

is a family run 
business and 
has been an 

established part 
of the Shropshire 
scene for many 
years. If it’s a 
friendly and 

eff icient 
service you are 
looking for, you 
need not look 

any further than 
M ins ter leyMinster ley   

MotorsMotors ..   
We will be 
delighted to 

provide you with 
a 

comprehensive 
quotation at 
guaranteed 
prices for all 

types of coach 
hire and coach 
travel and for 
any size of 

group. 
01743 791 208

 

Pontesbury Shop 08:50 Ludlow Assembly Rooms 13:15
Minsterley 08:55 Craven Arms 13:30

Hope 09:00 Long Meadowend 13:35
Gravels 09:03 Aston on Clun 15:17

White Grit 09:05 Lydbury North 13:50
Lydham 09:10 Little Brampton 14:00

Bishops Castle 09:15 Clunton 14:02
Colebatch 09:20 Clun 14:05

Clun 09:35 Colebatch 14:20
Clunton 09:38 Bishops Castle 14:25

Little Brampton 09:40 Lydham 14:30
Lydbury North 09:50 White Grit 14:35
Aston on Clun 10:03 Gravels 14:37

Long Meadowend 10:05 Hope 14:40
Craven Arms 10:10 Minsterley 14:45

Ludlow Assembly Rooms 10:25 Pontesbury 14:50
Does not run on Bank Holidays except Good Friday

745  Mondays and Fridays only 

 

775  Tuesdays only 
                Pontesbury Shop 09:30 Newtown 13:50

Minsterley 09:35 Kerry 14:00
Plox Green 09:38 Sarn 14:10

Hope 09:40 Blue Bell 14:15

Gravels 09:45 Church Stoke 14:20
White Grit 09:48 Bishops Castle 14:35
Llan Turn 09:51 Bishops Castle 14:40

Bromleys Mill 09:55 Lydham 14:43

Lydham 09:57 Bromleys Mill 14:45

Bishops Castle 10:00 Llan Turn 14:49
Bishops Castle 10:05 White Grit 14:52
Church Stoke 10:20 Gravels 14:55

Blue Bell 10:25 Hope 15:00
Sarn 10:30 Plox Green 15:02
Kerry 10:40 Minsterley 15:05

Newtown 10:50 Pontesbury 15:10

Pontesbury - Ludlow - Pontesbury

5th June    Aberystwyth via Devil’s Bridge      £18.00 

11th June   Southport          £20.00 

17th June    Picturesque Derbyshire       £20.00 

22nd June   Woburn Abbey & Garden Show      £37.00 

27th June    Hereford & The Black and White Trail     £18.00 

1st July   Elan Valley Tour & Llandrindod Wells     £20.50 

13th July    Liverpool—City of Culture (Coach Only)    £18.50 

DDetailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208Detailed brochures available for more information please call : 01743 791208 
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Quaker Meetings 
 Shrewsbury Quaker Meeting House 

Corporation Lane, Coton Hill, 
Shrewsbury, SY1 2NU 
10.30 am every Sunday 

Clun Valley Quaker Meeting 
The Community Centre 

Grange Road, Bishop’s Castle  
10.30 am every Sunday, except 1st Sunday of 

month Hazelhurst Community Centre, Hazelhurst 
Close, Clun SY7 8LQ

Baptist Services 
 
 

Snailbeach Methodist Church News 
June  

2nd 2:45 - 12 Baskets Community Worship 
9th 2:45 - Mrs. H. Pearson 
16th 2:45 - Revd. MacNeill Cooper Holy Communion 
23rd 2:45 - Revd. Eaton- Challinor 
30th 10:30 - Community Worship  
NOTICE- STIPERSTONES CHAPEL CAR PARK  
Please note that the Stiperstones Methodist Chapel (often 
referred to as the community centre) will be increasingly 
used by our faith community and for rentals for groups.  
The car park is a private car park and we realise that at 
times, short term parking (a few hours) is required from 
time to time. Please contact Rev. MacNeill Cooper at 
01743 791 267 to discuss if you or someone you know 
requires parking for a few hours to ensure there are no 
scheduled activities at the chapel. If you are attending the 
scheduled activity, parking is permitted.  
Parking is not available to the public on the following 
dates. Thank you for your co-operation and understanding 
as we are trying to make best use of the generous 
donation given to the Methodist Church by using our 
chapel more frequently.  
June 6-9th (all day) 
July 15th -16th  
August 25th (all day)

Sunday services: 10.30 am & 3.00 pm 
Prayer Meeting/Bible Study 

Wednesdays 7.15 pm 
Held in the School Room, Snailbeach 
Elder: Mr. Joe Evans 01743 790 979 

All are welcome!

Stiperstones Group C of E Service rota June 2019

Date Habberley 
St Mary

Hope 
Holy Trinity

Minsterley 
Holy Trinity

Shelve 
All Saints

Snailbeach 
St Luke

1st Sunday 
2nd June 

Sunday after 
 Ascension Day 

White

10.30 am 
Holy Communion 

Revd Giles 

9.00am 
Morning Prayer 

Revd Giles 
 

2nd Sunday 
9th June 

Pentecost 
(Whit Sunday) 

Red

5.00pm 
BCP 

Evening Prayer 
Revd Giles 

9.00am 
Holy Communion 

Revd Giles 

10.30am 
All Age Communion 

Revd Giles 

3rd Sunday 
16th June 

Trinity Sunday 
Gold/ White

10.30 am 
Holy Communion 

Revd Carolyn 

9.00am 
Holy Communion 

Revd Giles 

4th Sunday 
23rd June 
Trinity 1 
Green

10.30am 
Holy Communion 

Revd Giles 

9.00am 
Morning Prayer 

Revd Giles 

5.00pm 
Common Worship 

Evening Prayer 
Revd Giles

5th Sunday 
30th June 
Trinity 2 
Green 

10.30am 
Group  

Holy Communion Service  
Revd Giles 
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Your Safer Neighbourhood Team are: 

PC3331 Stuart Coote 
PCSO 6160 Shaun Culliss 

PCSO 40387 Calvin Brown  
 Local Police Team: 

01743 264777 

(Not to be used for reporting crime, incidents or emergencies) 

  Useful Numbers 
 

Shrewsbury Hospital 
01743 261 000 

 
NHS (formerly Shropdoc) 

111 
Pontesbury Medical  

01743 790 325 
 

Worthen Medical 
01743 891 401 

 
Pontesbury Chemist 

01743 790 273 
 

Police 
0300 333 3000 

 
Severn Trent Water 

0800 783 4444 
 

Western Power 
0800 328 1111 

 
BT 

0800 023 2023 
 

Stiperstones School 
01743 791 207 

 
Minsterley Motors 

01743 791 208 
 

Councillor H Kidd 
01938 561 651 

 
Philip Dunne MP 

01584 872 187 
 

Village Hall Bookings 
01743 791 633 

 
Stiperstones Oil Coordinator 

01743 792 204 
 

Snailbeach District News 
01743 790 049 

 
Stiperstones Stores 

01743 790 594 
 

Stiperstones Inn 
01743 791 327

Waste Collection Schedule

Mobile Post Office Opening Times 
the Post Office now operates in the back room of the Stiperstones Inn 

- 12:15 to 2:15. 
Post Office telephone number: 

08457 223344 (central customer services) 
 

Stiperstones Stores opening times 
approximately 9.00am - 5.30pm daily 

tel: 01743 790594

June 2019

SPEEDING 
Speed enforcement by local officers will be conducted in the 30mph 

zones of Clun, Clunton, Lydbury North and Clungunford. Local officers 
now have access to a vehicle speed display which sits on top of the 

police panda and displays drivers speed.  

YOU HAVE BEEN WARNED

Tues 4th Tues 11th Tues 18th Tues 25th Tues 2nd

Green Black Green Black Green

Evening all...

July

CRIME/INCIDENTS TO NOTE REPORTED  

CHIRBURY, WORTHEN, HOPE, SHELVE & STIPERSTONES 

15th April 2019 – 14th May 2019

CRIME REPORTED DETAILS LOCATION NOTES

Assault Worthen 

Criminal damage Perimeter fence 
 damaged Snailbeach Between 6th 

 – 13th May 

Theft x 2 Parts taken from old 
 farm machinery 

Plough Farm,  
Worthen 

Over a period of days 
 between 26th  
April – 8th May

Burglary, outbuilding 

Power tools stolen  
including 

 chainsaw, generator  
and hedge cutter 

Bromlow Between 29th April  
– 6th May 
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REGULAR 
ACTIVITIES 

 
S t i p e rs t o n e s  B ra s s  

Re hearsals 
Snailbeach Village Hall 

Mondays 7.45pm 
Term times only 

 
Knitter Natter 

Stiperstones Inn 
Tuesdays from 10.00am 

 
Yoga 

Snailbeach Village Hall 
Tuesdays 10.00am 

 
Iyengar Yoga 

Snailbeach Village Hall 
Tuesdays 7.00pm 

 
Snailbeach & Stiperstones Baby 

& Toddler Group 
Thursdays 10am ‐12am 
Snailbeach Village Hall 

 
Ballroom Dancing 

Snailbeach Village Hall 
1st & 3rd Thursdays 

From 7.30pm 
Beginners call 01743 790308 

 
Snailbeach WI 

Snailbeach Village Hall 
2nd Thursday ‐ 7.30pm 

 
Fit Club 

Stiperstones School Playground 
Every Sunday 9am 

Aerobics Village Hall 
6 ‐7 Wednesdays 80’s aerobics 

 
Kids Football Training 

Snailbeach Football Club 
Thursday 6.30pm ‐7.30pm 
Easter – October excluding 

school holidays

Snailbeach Village Hall 
Snailbeach Village Hall Booking Fees 

To book the Village Hall please contact Marg Price on 
01743 791 633

Usage Normal rate Village Hall 
Supporter Scheme 

Community groups/activities 
 (per session of up to 4 hours day or 6 

hours evening)
£20.00 £12.50

Private hire for meetings as above £30.00 £20.00

Children’s Party £30.00 £20.00

Funeral Tea £30.00 £20.00

Hire of hall with catering facilities £40.00 £25.00

Full Day Hire without bar facilities £60.00 £30.00

Hire of hall with full bar facilities. £90.00 £60.00

Commercial and corporate events  
- hire of the hall.

£150 full day 
£100 half day N/A

Government bodies £250.00 N/A

Answers to Puzzles & Posers from page 17

Answer 1 
ROUTINE : ABNORMAL. They are antonyms as are doubt and con-
viction.  
Answer 2 
Ken is 72, David is 32 and Phil is 48 years old.  
Answer 3 
Reflected  
Answer 4 
Airliner, Gondola, Automobile, Hovercraft  
‘C’ is odd one out. 
Answer 5 
55, 1 + 22(4)= 5; 5 + 32(9)= 14; 14 + 42(16)= 30; 30 + 52(25)= 55. 
(Progressive square numbers are added.)  
Answer 6 
REST / WREST  
Answer 7 
50 minutes. The game lasts 75 minutes and 12 players can be in the 
game for its duration, so there are a total of 900 player minutes (75 x 
12). If 18 players are involved, the sum is 900 ÷ 18 = 50. 


