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Free!

Pam gets 
dangerous with a 

brush and a pot 
of paint 

Curlews, chicks and 
walking sticks 

35 new chicks soon to be  
released: Page 11

Play area facelift: Pages 20 & 21

A group of volunteers from the 
village get together to help 

renovate the Snailbeach play 
area, replacing rotten fences and 
repainting the climbing structure.

Pennerley rainfall  
highest in UK 

© Crown copyright, Met Office 



Lashed to the tiller, fighting to steer a 55-foot 
long narrow boat along a particularly tight 
and twisty stretch of  the Shropshire Union 
canal in a howling gale with stair rods of 
freezing rain beating my face to pulp, cold and wet to the bone, my 
brother pops his head out of the cabin door with a cheery “Could be 
worse, Patrick. Apparently Pennerley is the wettest place in the UK 
today!” It was cold comfort indeed as he closed the hatch and 
retreated into the warmth of the cabin with his large glass of red 
wine. I’d still got another fifteen minutes at the helm before I was to 
be relieved.   
So Pennerley was wetter with 4cm of rain in 24 hours than anywhere 
else in the UK. The science of climate change tells us that we have 
much more of this to look forward to. Deep joy! 
 
Following on from my request for any information about the 
whereabouts of ‘Perkins Pool’ where the unfortunate drowning of a 
local farmer took place in 1914 several people have come forward 
and all have pointed to the same area. As far as I can ascertain, it was 
located on the border of the Coppice Farm and Maddox’s Coppice on 
the edge of the old railway line.  
One reader writes: ”The pool was situated on the edge of the 
Snailbeach to Pontesbury railway line and was then three fields to the 
north west of the farm house. In the 1930’s and 40’s there was a shed 
which was slowly sliding into the pool. It may now be part of New 
House Farm, Minsterley, as that part of the railway line was sold to 
various local farmers in recent years.” 
Another reader informs us that it was once also called ‘the donkey 
pool’ and was used by the steam engines to pick up water. Two of 
those who spoke to us tellingly told of warnings from parents when 
they were children to stay away from the pool as ‘someone had 
drowned there’. If anyone has any further information, do please get 
in touch. 
And finally, as we don’t publish an edition in August, our next edition  
will be in September. Wishing you all a good summer. 
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To all our advertisers  
John Gorman, our secretary, is now busy sending all our current 
advertisers an invitation to re-subscribe for the year 2019/2020. If 
you currently advertise with us and wish to continue in the coming 
year then I would ask you to send payment to us by August 1st at the 
very latest. If payment is not received by August 1st we will have to 
assume that you no longer wish to subscribe and your advertisement 
will, as a consequence, be withdrawn and the space offered to one of 
those on our waiting list.  
Please contact john at sdn.secretary.net with any advertising queries 

Fantasy football is 
Coming home 
The Premier League kicks off on 
August 9 and there are plans for us 
to have our own Fantasy teams  

Page 13 
Jousting and minstrels? 
Summer 2020 could bring a lot of 
fun in Snailbeach, with plans for a 
community get-together  

Page 9 
Stiperstones Challenge 
 
 
 
An exciting new sporting event is 
being launched in September. Claire 
Corfield sets the scene 

Page 17 
Eastridge update 
Action has been taken after the 
meeting on problems at Eastridge. 
Nicola Cowell reports 

Page 23 
Young lifesavers 
Philip Dunne tells how schools must 
teach first-aid and lifesaving skills 
from next year 

Page 25 
Historic meadows 
The flower-rich meadows of the 
Stiperstones area are now a living 
historical record 

Page 27 
Hope Valley speed 
Concerned about safety on the 
Hope Valley road, Heather Kidd 
seeks a speed limit                Page 31 
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Local florist wins Silver at Chelsea   
Pontesbury florist Anne Whysall has won a 
coveted Silver medal at the RHS Chelsea Flower 
Show after securing her place to compete 
alongside some of the country’s best in the 

show.  
The brief given 
to all 
competitors was 
to create a Royal 
Crown to 
commemorate 
the 200th 
anniversary of 
Queen Victoria’s 
birthday from 
predominantly 
fresh materials, 
a design 

specifically set to challenge technical skill and 
precision as well as design innovation.  
Anne, whose floristry experience has spanned 
16 years said: “I chose to make a more 
traditional styled crown after visiting the Crown 
Jewels in London and finding inspiration. The 
colour palette was soft and delicate; scented 
flowers were included to add interest. The 
designs had strict criteria to adhere to, as well as 
the rigours of surviving on display at the show 
from the Sunday evening staging to the 
Wednesday evening dismantle.  
The judges wore each of the crowns as part of 
marking and during my feedback I was told my 
design was comfortable and well balanced. 
I learnt so much during the whole experience 
and would love to go again sometime in the 
future.” 
Each piece entered was thoroughly graded by 
highly experienced qualified judges from the UK 
Floristry Judges Guild against set criteria, as is 
the case with all categories in the prestigious 
show. The Queen herself plus other Royals and 
of course thousands of members of the public 
caught a glimpse of Anne’s crown along with the 
floral masterpieces of the other 15 finalists.  

 
  Cash raised for Epilepsy Support Group 
Carol, Graham, Faye and family would like to 
thank everyone who collected “Cash for the 
Community” tokens from the Shropshire Star to 
help raise money for the Shrewsbury Epilepsy 
Support Group. 
One hundred and fifty charities entered and the 
fantastic news is that out of the 35 finalists they 
came forteenth and have consequently received 
£540.14. 
They were overwhelmed with the contribution 
of 28, 330 tokens from our little village. Thank 
you all. 

FoPL summer concert 
‘A Sweet Summer Mix of Music and Song’ is 
taking place at Pontesbury Public Hall on 
Saturday 20th July from 7.00pm onwards, 
organised by the Friends of Pontesbury Library.  
The very special entertainment for the evening is 
provided by the Mere Singers and Pontesbury’s 
very own Pontesbury Jam. Tickets are £10.00 
which includes a buffet supper and are available 
from Hignetts, Anne Whysall ,Connections and 
the Co-op and of course the Library.  
 

Burglaries and vehicle thefts  down 
West Mercia police 
have reported that 
there has been a 
reduction in 

reported burglaries and vehicle theft offences 
over the last month in this area, the only report 
being on the 13th June when a workshop was 
broken into on Church St, Bishop’s Castle. A 
laptop, tools and a maroon Isuzu D-Max 
NX64VRP were stolen. 
On the 25th May there were a number of 
burglaries, however, linked to the theft of a van 
in and around Aston Munslow, near Craven 
Arms. 
The owner of the van called police at the time it 
was stolen and officers were deployed to the 
main routes out of the area. Following an area 
search of the roads the stolen van was found 
abandoned along with stolen power tools from 
some of the burglaries. A male from Dudley was 
located nearby who could not give a reasonable 
account for his whereabouts and he was 
arrested on suspicion of theft. 

Newsbrief

snailbeachdistrictnews.co.uk 
for latest updates from  
Shropshire Council
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PHIL GRIFFITHS 
Local Plumber 

 

 

 
Tap Replacement and Plumbing 

Repairs Undertaken 
 

New Taps Supplied and Fitted 
Home Choose Service 

 
Established 35 years 

Prompt and Professional 
Pontesbury based 

 
Tel: 01743 790046 

 
Mobile: 07970 010148 

Harry Coyle 
Landscaping 

Lawns, Hedges, Hardscaping, Decking,  
Slabs & Fencing 

hcoyle@live.co.uk 
Mob1. 07484 205 925 
Mob2. 07866 007 428

HOPE VALLEY RADIO 
01743 791 379 
07811 449 039 

* 
TWO WAY RADIO SALES & HIRE 

TV AERIALS 
SATELLITE DISHES 

CCTV SYSTEMS 
REPAIRS 

SUPPLIED AND INSTALLED

3, STATION ROAD 
MINSTERLEY

A FRIENDLY SERVICE 
FROM 

JENNY, AVRIL & 
STACEY  

WHO WELCOME 
 CUSTOMERS 
 OLD & NEW

TUESDAY - 9 TO 3  
(BARBER 2 TO 8 - WALK IN SERVICE) 

WEDNESDAY - 9 TO 4 
THURSDAY - 9 TO 9 

FRIDAY - 9 TO 5 
SATURDAY - BY APPOINTMENT

Telephone: 
 01743 792 548 

 for an appointment - or just drop in!
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Many of you will remember the Big Bash BBQ 
Doreen and I hosted at home last year in aid of 
the Lingen Davies Cancer Treatment Centre. The 
amount raised was staggering and testament to 
the generosity of our wonderful community. We 
also had a great deal of fun. 
This year we will hosting another BBQ, raffle and 
fun auction, but this time in aid of the local 
Severn Hospice based at Oxon. The Hospice 

provides exceptional, unconditional support to 
those people aware of their own mortality 
through illness. 
Some of you may know that my dog Rufus and I 
have become regular visitors through the Pets As 
Therapy charity. The reactions we get from those 
patients with whom we engage are, at times, 
more than moving. Therefore Doreen and I have 
no second thoughts organising another ‘bash’ to 
raise much needed funds to support the essential 
work of the Hospice.  
So, our chosen date/time is Sunday 7th July 
starting around 5pm and stretching long into the 
evening. Please make a note. 
If you wish to contact myself or Doreen for any 
more information, then either call in at The 
Hollies, phone790966, or email me at 
bigmaldu@hotmail.com 
Cheers, 
Malcolm & Doreen Dunbar 
The Hollies 
Stiperstones

Daffodil Planting in Stiperstones 
More news from Tim Hockly & Sal Tonge 

Further to our last 
posting in the SDN, a few 
people have made 
donations for the daffodil 
planting project. Thanks. 

It has been suggested that we consider planting 
not only daffodils and spring bulbs but a mixture 
of wild flowers which would encourage longer 
blooms and improve habitat for insects and bees. 
Janet Cobb from the Restoring Shropshire’s 
Verges Project has agreed to come and talk to us 
and tell us about the project in Edgton village 
where they planted wildflowers in the verges. 
She will bring slides, information and experience 

and we could maybe take this example forward. 
All interested people are invited to this 
presentation in the top room of  

The Stiperstones Inn on 
 July 15th at 7.30 pm. 

Come and be involved in brightening up 
Stiperstones, working together and making a 
difference. 
For further info you can follow this link: 
www.plantlife.org.uk/application/files/4614/82
32/2916/Road_verge_guide_17_6.pdf 
 
For any queries ask Tim - 791114 or Sal - 792993 

The Pontesbury Walking for Health group needs 
a few more walk leaders to ensure this very 
popular walking group continues. 
We meet on every Friday at 10am at Hall Bank 
Doctors surgery and have a 1 hour walk along 
local footpaths. We also have a slower, shorter 
walk for people who do not wish to walk for an 
hour. 
The walk is supported by the doctors as a means 

to improve wellbeing and is a gentle way to get 
back to activity after ill health. 
Walking for Health is a national iniative and 
supported by Shropshire Council and walk 
leaders are accrediated for insurance purposes. 
If you are interested in joining us and would like 
more information please contact Barbara Davis  
Email: b.martin1959@btinternet.com or  
tel: 01743 791654

CAN YOU HELP?

AAnn  iinnvviittaattiioonn  ffrroomm    
MMaallccoollmm  DDuunnbbaarr  

  ttoo  aa
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 SHROPSHIRE GUNS
WANTED 

Any Shooting Related Items 
BEST ENGLISH SHOTGUNS 

EUROPEAN SHOTGUNS AND RIFLES 

GUN CASES 

CARTRIDGE BAGS AND GUN SLIPS 

TAXIDERMY 

CLOTHING 

SHOOTING STICKS 

GUN SAFES 

WILL CONSIDER BUYING MOST ITEMS 

VINTAGE MOTORCYCLES 

PLEASE CALL ANDY LLOYD ON 

  07477 824 689 

MANY GUNS IN STOCK 

SHROPSHIREGUNS@GMAIL.COM 

 
Professional Shooting Instructor 

Member of the Great Britain 

Shooting Team 

Gun Fitting Service 

Lewis Wealth Management Limited, 
St James’s House, Anchorage Avenue, 
Shrewsbury SY2 6FG
Office:    01743 444 700
Mobile:   07967 430 392
Email:      Neil.Lewis @ sjpp.co.uk
Web:     lewiswealthmanagement.co.uk

Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep 
up repayments on your mortgage.

With over 30 years experience, we offer friendly
professional advice on a wide range of financial 
services. 

Investment Planning
Retirement Planning
Inheritance Tax 
Planning
Intergenerational 
Planning
Mortgages

It’s important you make 
the right decisions.
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When ducks sleep in a row, the ones at either 
end sleep with their outside eye open, looking 
for predators. 
Alcohol helps you to speak foreign languages 
better. 
One of the pilgrims on the Mayflower sailed 
with 139 pairs of shoes. 
A man in Rio has lived in a sand castle since 
1996. 
Mexico City’s Day of the Dead parade didn’t 
exist until it appeared in the James Bond film 
Spectre. 
The Tour de France hasn’t been won by a 
French cyclist since 1985. 
Psycho was the first major American film to 
feature a flushing tiolet. 
The first eight popes were all murdered. 
The man who invented email later became an 
importer of sheep semen. 
1 in 5 Britons cannot name a single author of 
literature. 
The oldest known writing on Earth contains a 
swastika. 
Prawn crackers in Italian are nuvole di drago, 
‘dragon clouds’. 
A hecatompedon is a building measuring 
exactly 100 ft by 100 ft. 
The Chinese government has announced a 
crackdown on strippers at funerals.

Newsletter Donations  

Many thanks to those who sent us 
donations over the last month including 

Carol & Graham McMillan  
If you wish to donate 

anonymously by direct bank transfer our 
details are: 

Sort code: 09-01-54 
A/C no: 05629702 

Otherwise donations can be left with 
Phil or Lara at  

the Stiperstones Inn  
or with Patrick at 5, Lower Works, 

SY5 0NY 
Help us  to  stay a  free,  secular  and 

independent publication serving the local 
community. 
Thank you.  

Sudoku:  
A puzzle in which players insert the numbers one 
to nine into a grid consisting of nine squares 
subdivided into a further nine smaller squares in 
such a way that every number appears once in 
each horizontal line, vertical line, and square. 

By popular demand we now give you 

SUDOKU 

No complaints so far about this level of difficulty. 
Perhaps I’ll put a couple of ‘very hard’ ones in 

after our summer break...

“The trouble with having an open mind, 

of course, is that people will insist on 

coming along and trying to put things in 

it.”  

Terry Pratchett 
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FIT AFTER FORTY 
FIT AFTER FORTY 

With Sal 
Stiperstones’ very own Fitness Instructor 

Available for 1: 1’s and small group sessions. •
£20 per hour 
FIT CLUB Sundays 9 am Stiperstones School •
Playground. £6 a session 
‘OLD SKOOL 80’s AEROBICS’ Wednesdays       •
6 pm Snailbeach Village Hall. £6 a session 

Sal Tonge Tel 01743 792993   saltonge@outlook.com 
Like: Fit After Forty with Sal on Facebook

For all your domestic electrical 
installation and property maintenance

VPJ Electrics & Property Services

Contact Paul Jones 

Tel: 07976 909 434 

Email: vpjones40@gmail.com 
 

“No job too small” 
Free estimates

PLOuGh GaraGE Jack EvaNS & SONS 
EStabLIShEd 1919

Chapel Street, Pontesbury, SY5 0RJ

SERVICING & MOT’S 
TYRES & EXHAUSTS 
BATTERIES 
AIR CONDITIONING

Tel: 01743 790 270 

Web: www.ploughgarage.co.uk 

Email: ploughgarage@btconnect.com

Window Cleaning
AB

Window Cleaning

Tel. 01743 792261
Mob.  07983 619325

E-mail. adrian.beesty@sky.com
Windows   |   Conservatories   |   Reach and Wash System and Traditional   |   Gutter Cleaning

Domestic and Commercial   |   Free No Obligation Quotations

MX  
REMOVALS

07887 804934
HOUSE REMOVALS 

HOUSE CLEARANCES 
RUBBISH REMOVED 

SINGLE ITEMS 
FREE QUOTES 

FULLY INSURED 

SHROPSHIRE

ANYWHERE - ANYTIME

The Flower Shop
3, Station Road, Minsterley 

Tel: 01743 791 860 
Email: 

theflower.shop@aol.com

Fresh Flowers, Plants, Greetings 
Cards, 

Wrapping Paper, Helium Balloons, 
and  

Much More
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Chairman’s report 
from 
Ray Harper 

What’s on  
 

Thursday, 4th July 
Bog Visitor Centre 

10am - 1pm 
Needle Felting 
Learn all the skills 

needed to produce your own felted 
sheep 

£25 
Call 01743 792484 

 
Sunday 7th July 

2.30pm - 4.30pm 
All Saints Church, Shelve 

Afternoon tea 
Raffle, cake stall & tombola 

In aid of All Saints Church, Shelve. 
 

Sunday 7th July 
5pm ‘til late 

The Hollies, Stiperstones 
BIG BBQ BASH 

Adults only 
In aid of Severn Hospice 

 
Sunday, 7th July 
Hignett’s garden 

Pontesbury 
2.30pm for 3pm start 
The Pontesbury Players 

Summer Show  
& BBQ 

Advance tickets only  
from Hignett’s shop 
Call 01743 790228 

£5 adults 
£3 for 16’s & under 

 
Thursday 11th July 
10.30am - 12.30pm 

The Bog Visitor Centre 
Jewellery making with Lin Brown 

£15 
Call 01743 792484 

 
Sunday, 4th August 

Minsterley Parish Hall 
8.30am to 12 noon 

Car Boot and Table Top Sale 
Bacon rolls and hot drinks 

To book a table or pitch call: 
01743 891985 

 

We are still waiting on the decision of the Calor Rural 
Community Fund vote. Let’s keep our fingers crossed and 
that as a result we can make another purchase for the play 
area. 

However, irrespective of that, since my last report we have 
already achieved so much in the play area (see pages 20 
and 21). All the work done, from mending the fence and 
building a new gate through to painting and repairing the 
equipment, was undertaken voluntarily. I would like to 
thank all those who gave freely of their time, labour and 
tools. It was and is much appreciated. We had help from 
people of all ages (from a young lady of ten through to a 
gentleman of considerably more mature years) and the 
one thing that shone out on each of the days was the 
feeling of community. There were drinks, cakes, 
introductions, chats, gossip, banter and most definitely 
laughter and smiles. I am sure that everyone enjoyed their 
participation and no one saw the tasks as chores. So if you 
would like to be a part of the community, even more than 
you are already, why not volunteer to help (no experience 
required). 

One of the subjects of conversation during the workdays 
was the use of the play area’s surroundings. Everyone 
agreed that the area would provide a suitable site for a 
community ‘get together’, perhaps with jousting, strolling 
minstrels, suckling pigs on spits, stocks (with a pile of 
rotting vegetables) and a ducking stool. Ok, I’m getting 
carried away but everyone did think it would be good to 
do something and a couple of people appeared to step 
forward to make it happen. Although it was agreed there is 
not enough time to organise things for this summer (but 
something small and mainly for the children may occur in 
the next couple of months by way of a rehearsal – watch 
this space) the newly formed ‘committee’ discussed the 
arrangements for summer 2020. I look forward to it.  

Don’t forget in the summer, 25th August to be precise, the 
Car Boot/Table Top will take place in and around the 
village hall. 

 £10 a pitch bookable by calling Pam on 07887531174 or 
Caroline on 01743 792487 

Download the Snailbeach District News in full colour from 

www.snailbeachdistrictnews.co.uk 
together with all the latest news from Shropshire Council



Snailbeach District News - Issue 360

July 2019

Page 10

Balti Spice 

 
Bangladesh Restaurant & Takeaway

the Old bake house, brookside, Pontesbury, Shropshire. 
 SY5 0QF 

Tel: 01743 791 848 
Open every evening 

5.30 pm to 11.00 pm 
15% off all collected takeaway orders over £12 

Free home delivery within a 3 mile radius 
Sunday & Wednesday night specials  

4 course meal - £9.95 
Papadoms, Starter, Main Course, Rice or Nan 

(Eat in only. Excludes seafood and duck dishes) 

Fully Licensed

Hardware & software support
Troubleshooting, repairs & upgrades

Custom set up of: Laptops, PC’s & Tablets 
WiFi and cabled Network configuration

Broadband and internet issues
Malware & Virus removal

Security software setup
File rescue / data recovery

Printer issues
Backup solutions

Mobile service to your door
Remote support

Friendly local IT support for home & small businesses: South Shropshire area

Setting up a PC out of the box can be challenging, it often ends up in 
confusion resulting in a machine that is a pain to use. The 
manufacturers don’t make it any easier, bombarding the user with 
multiple choices and unnecessary software.

By enabling easy access to the things that you like and frequently use 
and by placing the things that you don’t need or use out of the way, we 
can provide you with a system that is secure, simple to operate and 
customised to your specific needs.

Contact:   Rob
Tel:           01588-650567
Mobile:     07765-240718
Email:       robwestonnet@aol.com

We can resolve most issues quickly and conveniently at your location



Snailbeach District News - Issue 360 Page 11

July 2019

With summer (supposedly) in full swing, it is the 
busiest time of year for the Curlew Country Team. 
We’ve had 40 eggs collected from wild nests, and 
carefully incubated with help from the Wildfowl 
and Wetlands Trust. It has been an amazing 
learning experience for me, to have these expert 
aviculturists around and pick their brains on the 
ins and outs of egg development. I’ve had the 
opportunity to learn how to candle the eggs, 
which allows us to weed out any infertile or failed 
eggs. The mid stages of development 
are particularly fascinating, as 
you can begin to see the 
embryo and spidering 
veins reaching out 
around the yolk. Once 
older the visibility 
within the egg becomes 
much lower, but the 
excitement then turns 
to spotting the 
movement of the far 
more developed chick.  
At around 27 days the 
eggs are moved into a 
hatcher, and it can take 
another 3 days for the chick to fully 
emerge. They must dry out completely, and once 
dry they are at their cutest as long-legged balls of 
fluff. The chicks are moved to rearing tanks where 
they will spend the first 7 days of their life. Here 
their food gets changed every 4 hours throughout 
the day, with regular cleaning as well (changing 
mats, blankets, food dishes, disinfecting the floors 
etc). At 7 days the chicks are moved into the big 
wide world, or at least their large outdoor rearing 
pen. The amount of space they get to explore is 
gradually increased, until they are mixed with 
other broods in the whole pen. It is from here 
that the chicks will eventually be released, at a 
point when they are able to fly.  
All this is very well, and although it can result in 
long days, theoretically a steady routine is in 
place. This has been somewhat disrupted 
however by the horrendous June weather we’ve 
been experiencing for the past week and a half. 
Chicks have been moved outside during heavy 

rain. The far less than ideal conditions mean that 
checks on their progress needs to be made each 
hour. You may think, well why not wait for better 
weather? In an ideal world we would perhaps try 
to wait for better conditions, but space was 
urgently needed in the rearing tanks for the newly 
hatched broods of chicks.  
Fortunately, I can now report that despite these 
conditions all the chicks (a wonderful 35 in total) 
are now outside and seem to be faring much 
better than us. Unbeknownst to the young 
curlew, the real struggles have come in building 
the second pen, finding space to dry mats after 
cleaning, and many pairs of waterproofs being 
tested to their limits, and above! Recently I’ve 

been attempting to reproof two of my 
jackets which haven’t coped 

well with the relentless 
rainfall, as well as looking 

into some new pairs of 
waterproof trousers 
(rips far reduce their 
efficiency it seems). 
Our headstarting efforts 
aside, we still spend 
much of our time 
searching and applying 

for funding to keep us 
going for another year. In 

May we held a raffle in aid 
of the project, with some 

wonderful donated prizes, and 
raised an excellent £610 in total. The lucky winner 
of the top prize, the hand carved curlew headed 
walking stick, was none other than Sue Sproson. 
This money has gone into our appeal, and we are 
hoping to reach the £30,000 point so that we 
might draw down £10,000 pledged to us from the 
Whitley Animal Protection Trust. If you would like 
to donate, you can find out how on our website          
www.curlewcountry.org.  
It won’t be much longer until these birds are 
released, and the season will be finished for 
another year. Our licence continues into 2020, so 
we hope that we can carry out another year of 
headstarting and help to offer the population a 
real boost. Although a temporary measure, it 
helps to buy time in which to fix the wider issues 
of predation and habitat loss. It is vital that 
government realises that farmers are not 
currently receiving adequate support to help 
waders. We could lose them all together... 

Curlews, Chicks and 
Walking Sticks from 

 Amber Bicheno
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Nipstone Campsite
 

The Bog, SY5 0NJ 
Tel: 01743 792 073 

Email: timrm@mail.com

Small Friendly Campsite for tents, located 200 
yards off The Shropshire Way. Facilities include - 

toilets and hot & cold water. Campfires are 
permitted and firewood is available to buy. 

Dogs & Children Welcome. 
£5 per person per night. Under 5’s free.

S & D Garden Services 

Gardener Handymen 

If you need help with your garden, look no 

further!
 

Contact Darrell - 07340 716 311 

or Steve - 07799 468 898 

 

Lawn Mowing, Hedge Cutting and 

 General Garden Maintenance

We sell: Local & Exotic Meat, Game, Pies, 
Fruit, Veg, Cakes, Bread, Milk, Cheese, Tinned 

Goods, Cereals, Tea, Coffee, Sugar, Biscuits, 
Crackers, Crisps, Sauces, Jams & Pickles.

BBQ pack 1 £25.99 
4 Handmade Burgers 

4 Chicken Fillets 
4 Pork Steaks 

4 Sirloin Steaks 
Family Pack - 

£24.99 
400g Lean Diced 

Beef 
400g Mince Steak 

4 Handmade Burger 
1.5 kg Gammon 

Joint 
1 Large Chicken 

Gym Pack - £24.99 
6 Chicken Fillets 

6 Pork Steaks 
2 Sirloin Steaks 
500g Dry Cure 

Bacon 
 

Roast Pack - £29.99 
1kg Local Topside 

1kg Local Pork Joint 
1kg Gammon Joint 
2kg Large Chicken 

 

MSH Electrical Services 
All types of electrical work 
PAT Testing, LED Lighting 
Central Heating Systems 

Free Quotes 
35 Years Experience 

Mike Hockly 
Mob. 07961 278 028 
Tel. 01743 891 610 

email: hockly342@btinternet.com

 

Painting & Decorating Services 

Shrewsbury & surrounding areas 
Any job considered, call for estimates 

 

Mark Cornall

0 7 7 0 7  51 5 9 8 6  
0 1 74 3  7 9 0 0 9 6  

c o r n a l l 2 1 4 @ b t i n t e r n e t . c o m



 

 

 

 

 

 

Can you do better than Klopp, Guardiola, 
Solksjaer or Santo ? 
 
Last season I made my first foray into the world of 
Fantasty Football (more about this later).  There 
are many Fantasy sites on the web but the official 
Premiership game is reckoned to be the one to 
play.  You may be surprised that 6,324,237 
football fans worldwide -yes over 6 million!- 
signed up to play last season.  There are no cash 
prizes but it is free to enter.  There are weekly, 
monthly and seasonal goodies to be won but with 
so many entries you would be very lucky to win 
anything. You play for the kudos and self 
satisfaction. In my first season I finished 282,258 
In late March I was looking at a possible top 
100,000 finish but my several selections from 
Spurs and Man U had a miserable spring. This 
year’s winner was Adam Levy – a West ham 
supporter! 
 
Its now later and I will just give those still in the 
dark a few facts. Fantasy Football is an online 
game/competition organised by the Premier 
League. Each fantasy manager has a notional 
£100 million to buy players. Every player for every 
premiership team is given a start of season price 
which will go up and down as the season 
proceeds. As a manager you must pick a squad of 
15 players – 2 keepers, 5 defenders, 5 midfielders 
and three strikers at a maximum cost of £100 
million. The only restriction is that no more than 
3 players can come from one club. Each match 
your players gain points for goals, clean sheets, 
assists and saves but they also lose points for 
conceding goals, yellow and red cards. The web 
site keeps all the scores and also provides a 
whole lot of stats to help with your selections.  
Each week you are allowed a ‘free transfer’ so 
long as you have the money, and more 
importantly each week you select your starting 11 
and the formation you will play. 

Now being in a league of over 6 million faceless 
football nerds may not seem so attractive but you 
can create your own leagues within the system 
and compete against those local Liverpool and 
Man Utd ‘supporters’ who have never been to 
the Meadow or the Molineux. 
So I intend to start a local Fantasy team. I am 
hoping that we can rustle up enough interest to 
make the ‘Fantabeach Premiership’ as tough and 
exciting a league as the real thing. There will be a 
signing up sheet in the Stiperstones Inn and with 
the season starting on August 9th, a meeting of 
those interested in the bar on Thursday 1st 
August 7.30pm. Football’s coming home! 
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The Sammy Mail Column - with Geoff Sproson

Ancient Jokes 
Jokes have existed for over 4 thousand years. 
Philogelos or The Laughter Lover is the oldest 
surviving example of a joke book; it contains 260 
jokes and was written by Hierokles and Philagrius 
in the fourth century. The jokes in The Laughter 
Lover have surprisingly modern themes, which are 
divided into categories such as incompetents, 
people with bad breath and intellectuals, who are 
often portrayed as those who lack common sense. 
In an ancient version of Monty Python’s dead 
parrot sketch a Roman buys a slave, who dies 
shortly afterwards. When he complains to the 
seller, the Roman is told: “He didn’t die when I 
owned him.”
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A M Batchelor Builders Ltd. 
Renovations, Extensions, Property Maintenance, Alterations and Hard Landscaping. 

Over 30 years of experience. Free estimates and advice.

A M Batchelor Builders Ltd. 
Coppice Farm 

Snailbeach, Shrewsbury, Shropshire. 
SY5 0NS 

Mobile: 07785 531 910 
Email: andybatch36@hotmail.com

Monday to Friday 8:30am to 5:30pm, Saturday 8:30am to 3:00pm

FLORISTS
Fresh flowers, plants and a large range of giftware items 

 
Main Road, Pontesbury, SY5 0PY 

01743 792333 

www.annewhysall.co.uk

Mark Abrams

Lydcote, The Lyde
Bromlow SY5 0EB

07515 441954

mwagardencare.blogspot.com
mwa.gardens@gmail.com

MWA Garden Care
Grounds and Garden Maintenance



Mr. Quips 
Corner
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I wish I’d said that...

His team would follow him anywhere, but only 
out of morbid curiosity. 
Going to church doesn't make you a Christian 
any more than standing in a garage makes you 
a car. 
A recent study has found that women who 
carry a little extra weight live longer than the 
men who mention it. 
This employee is depriving a village 
somewhere of an idiot. 
If you give him a penny for his thoughts, you'd 
get change. 
If he were any more stupid, he'd have to be 
watered twice a week. 
What's the difference between men and pigs? 
Pigs don't turn into men when they drink. 
Claustrophobic people are more productive 
thinking out of the box.

Women are wiser than men because they 
know less and understand more - James 
Thurber.  
You want a friend in Washington? Get a dog - 
Harry S. Truman.  
Happiness is good health and a bad memory 
- Ingrid Bergman. 
Nothing is wrong with California that a rise 
in the ocean level wouldn't cure ‐ Ross 
MacDonald.  
God gave men both a penis and a brain, but 
unfortunately not enough blood supply to 
run both at the same time - Robin Williams. 
The man who does not read good books has 
no advantage over the man who cannot read 
them - Mark Twain.  
I refuse to join any club that would have me 
as a member - Groucho Marx.  
Never floss with a stranger - Joan Rivers.  
Older people shouldn't eat health food, they 
need all the preservatives they can get - 
Robert Orben.  
You can’t be truly rude until you understand 
good manners – Rita Mae Brown. 
Any girl can be glamorous. All you have to do 
is stand still and look stupid - Hedy Lamarr.

Smoking will kill you, 
bacon will kill you, but 
smoking bacon will cure it.

 

Where existing friendships develop and new friendships are forged 

There are many perks when you reduce your working hours. Many retired and semi-
retired people come together in their local U3A and learn together, not for 

qualifications but for the sheer joy of discovery! All you need is a desire share things you know and we 
invariably gain new friends to share our new interests with. People are experts in different fields of life - 
we have teachers, doctors, musicians, mothers and librarians to name a few, bringing their knowledge 
and life skills and deciding to become interested in other activities.  
Learning something is only part of it. Each group has people with different personalities. Some talk 
while others listen patiently. Some share sad stories, some relate happy or helpful experiences. Many 
offer advice, others take advice. Nobody is superior to anyone else. Members also talk about holidays 
and grandchildren, their ailments, hospital appointments and treatments. 

I am frequently asked. “How do you find time for all this?”  
I like each activity for different reasons and I have my eye on other groups.  Friends tell me “You must 
be mad.” I totally agree- madly busy and enjoying it. So thank you U3A. What would I do without it! 
Do please come along, find an activity you like and share your hidden talent. Help PRVU3A to thrive by 
adding your skills. See our list of groups on our website: 
http://u3apontesburyreavalley.org.uk/index.htm  or contact 01743 792790 for a friendly chat about 
Pontesbury and Rea Valley U3A 

As new members join the variety of activities increases. Who would have thought a couple of years ago 
that we would have a group of people enjoying a game of Pétanque in a public house in Pontesbury or 
a regular Café Society discussion in another pub not so far away? The list goes on but I think that you 
will understand what I am saying. 

from Judith Rice
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COPYCOPYCOPYCOPY

 
Commercial Printing 

* 
Business & Personal 

Stationery 
* 

Ultra High-Speed Copying 
* 

Design Service 
* 

High Quality 
Digital Colour Printing 

* 
Full Colour Envelopes 

 
130 Longden Coleham, Shrewsbury 

01743 360424 
www.copy-write.co.uk

  
 

 

TrTTrees, Hedges ees, HedTrees, Hedges Trees, Hedges Trees, Hedges Trees, Hedges Trees, Hedges Trees, Hedges Trees, Hedges Trees, Hedges ges Trees, Hedges Trees, Hedges Trees, Hedges Trees, Hedges 
& Wo&& Woodlands& Woodlands& Woodlandsodlands& Woodlands& Woodlands& Woodlands& Woodlands& Woodlands& Woodlands& Woodlands 

 Tree Surgery Small or Large Trees, 
felling, pruning or planting 

 Hedge management – trimming & 
shaping - large or small 

 Traditional hedge-laying 
 Woodland Management – Coppicing, 

felling, planting 
 Orchard Management 

£5m Public Liability and £10m Employee Liability 

Tel: 01743 891231  
 Mobile: 07974 300328 
 Email: info@wood-matters.co.uk 
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Malc’s Mind Bogglers II. GCHQ© 
Question 1: 
What do these words have in common? 
ESTIMATE, ILLINOIS, PITILESS, STRUGGLE. 
Question 2: 
What do the following have in common? 
CELIA, CECILY, AILEEN, HESTER, JEAN, JONAS, 
MARINA, ROMAN, RONALD. 
Question 3: 
Which Olympic sport completes the following 
sequences? 
(a) BASKETBALL, WATER POLO, FOOTBALL, BEACH 
VOLLEYBALL, VOLLEYBALL, HANDBALL, FIELD 
HOCKEY, TENNIS, GOLF, .... ? 
(b) ARCHERY, TRIATHLON, HANDBALL, LUGE, 
EQUESTRIANISM, TAEKWONDO, ICE-HOCKEY, 
CURLING, ... ? 
Question 4: 
There are at least 20 children in Fred’s class. 19 
learn German and 4 learn French. 8 of them play 
football, 12 play hockey and 4 play squash. Fred 
lives at number 18 in a house with a red door. It 
takes Fred how many hours to mow a 1 acre field? 
And now for the easier ones... 
Question 5:  
Find a six letter word made up of only the 
following four letters. E, L, T, Y. 
Question 6:  
By 8:00 pm all the guests had arrived. By 8:30 pm 
one-third of them had left. By 9:30 pm one-third 
of those remaining had also departed. By 11:00 
pm the same had happened again and one-third 
of those remaining had gone. After this only 16 
guests remained. How many guests were at the 
party at 8:00 pm? 
Question 7:  
What number should be next in the following 
sequence? 119, 108, 99, 81, 72, ?? 
Question 8:  
What 3 letter word can be placed in front of the 
other five to form five new words? 
NOT, TEEN, NON, TON, DID 
Question 9:  
A worm is at the bottom of a forty metre hole. It 
can crawl upwards at a rate of four metres in a day 
but at night it slips back three metres. At this rate 
how long will it take the worm to crawl out of the 
hole?  
 Answers on page 40

A mixture of difficulties this month. Some really 
hard posers from Mr.Dunbar to start you off, 
followed by some slightly easier ones. Good luck!

Claire Corfield from FoSS tells us 
of a new and exciting event that 
is coming to our area on 
September 28th. 
Stiperstones 5 in 10 is a challenge 
event designed to attract 
participants from near and far. It 
encompasses a 10km cross 

country run with 5 challenges en route, for example 
climbing and abseiling, mud tunnelling, water 
crossing and a ‘leap of faith’. It is being organised by 
FoSS for the benefit of the primary school children 
and is being expertly led and sponsored by Stu Ellen 
from Creative Outdoors who has recently moved 
into the Old School Campsite near Shelve. A lot of 
expertise is also being brought to the event by 
members the team that organise the very popular 
Batch Burner mountain bike event that has been 
raising funds in a similar manner for Norbury 
Primary School for several years.  
On the day of the race 
refreshments and a bar 
are planned on the school 
field. Off site parking is 
being looked into, with 
competitors being 
brought to the start by 
mini bus or car share. It is 
hoped members of the 
local community will join 
in supporting this event; 
it promises to be great 
fun! Or simply go along to 
share in the atmosphere and refreshments 
afterwards. The organisers are also looking for help 
with marshalling and stalls. The event has been 
launched on Facebook and there is already a lot of 
interest. The number of entrants will be capped this 
year whilst the organisers ‘find their feet’ but this 
event has the potential to grow into something 
amazing! Entries are being taken now at 
www.stiperstones5in10.ecwid.com 
For further details please see the Stiperstones 5 in 
10 Facebook page or contact a Stiperstones School 
parent/teacher and they will get back to you. 
 

Stiperstones 5 in 10 challenge

From Claire Corfield 
A big thank you to everyone who supported the 
Jordan Brown Acoustic night for FoSS back in May, 
either on the night, buying raffle tickets, supplying 
prizes or helping in advance with the setting up. 
Jordan is an excellent singer and I know those who 
came along thoroughly enjoyed themselves. We 
raised around £400 for Stiperstones School.



 
 
 

Recycle your old scrap metal 

 
Washing Machines, Cookers, Cars, vans, Cast, 

Brass, copper, lead, batteries, cable, farm 

scrap, old central heating systems, etc. 

 

 

No load too big or too small 

Free Collection! 

 

 

Call - 07989 050 276 

Or -  01743 791 493
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SWS Broadband, Brook House, Pennerley, Shrewsbury SY5 0NE 

0333 7000 227 | connect@swsbroadband.net 

SWS Broadband 
Your Local Internet Service Provider. . . 

Connecting Shropshire since 2005 
 

 

 
Affordable 

Reliable 

Flexible 

High Speed 

from £24/month 

Further savings with VoIP phone 

Choose the bandwidth you require 

Change service without penalty 

From 10Mbps to 30+Mbps 

Choose the bandwidth that suits you 

In-house technical support  

99.99% availability 
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The place: Atacama Desert, Chile. The year: 2003. 
A local man named Oscar Muñoz was searching 
for trinkets left in the abandoned town of La Noria 
when, according to UFO news site OpenMinds, he 
spotted a white cloth tied with a violet ribbon. 
Inside, he found a miniature skeleton, about the 
length of a pen, with an elongated skull and the 
wrong number of ribs. Could it be an alien? UFO 
hunters and scientists alike puzzled over the true 
nature of this skeleton, 
dubbed the “Atacama 
humanoid” or just “Ata,” 
since its discovery. 
Initial analysis conducted in 
2012 proved that the 
skeleton was only about 40 
years old. This meant DNA 
would still be intact and 
could be retrieved for study.  
Despite sensational reporting 
by a local U.S. tabloid, the 
story didn’t really pick up 
steam until 2013, when the 
UFO documentary “Sirius” featured it as evidence 
that government agencies were covering up the 
existence of extra-terrestrial visitation. Stanford 
University immunologist Gary P. Nolan Ph.D. 
heard about the film while it was still in 
production and offered to examine Ata’s DNA. The 
owner of the specimen agreed to X-ray images 
and bone marrow samples, and Nolan got to 
work. What he found was baffling. Instead of the 
standard 12 ribs, Ata had 10. He showed the skull 

to paediatric 
radiologist 
Ralph Lachman, 
who, as Nolan 
told Science 
Magazine, 
“literally wrote 
the book on 
paediatric bone 
disorders.” 
Lachman said it 
was like 
nothing he had 
ever seen.  

And the X-rays? Despite Ata’s small size, which 
matched that of a 22-week-old foetus, they 
showed the bone development to be equivalent 
to a 6 to 8 year old female child.  
On March 22, 2018, a research team presented 
the most thorough conclusions yet. The verdict? 
Definitely not an alien. The bones were human 
and it’s even possible that Ata's mother was from 
Chile. Nolan believes that Ata was stillborn or died 
immediately after her birth.  “She was so badly 
malformed as to be unable to feed. In her 
condition, she would have ended up in the 
neonatal ICU, but given where the specimen was 

found, such things were simply not available,” he 
said. Still, many more questions were left 
unanswered. 
A new study was launched by computational 
biologist Atul Butte of the University of California, 
San Francisco. He and other researchers 
attempted to sequence Ata’s entire genome and 
were able to come to many more conclusions 
about the skeleton.  
Sanchita Bhattacharya, a researcher in Dr. Butte’s 
lab, discovered 54 rare mutations in Ata’s DNA 
that she believed could shut down a gene. Many 
of those genes play a role in skeleton formation 
and some are familiar, like those for dwarfism, 
scoliosis, and even having an unusual number of 
ribs.  
But some weren’t familiar. It’s possible that Ata 
had a genetic mutation unknown to science that 
made her skeleton mature too quickly, which 
could have led her to die in the womb.  
Ata is certainly unusual, but she’s an unusual 
human. No alien theories necessary. 

 

With thanks to Curiosity.com 

The Weird Story of 
the “Alien” Skeleton 
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It was a beautiful sunny day on the 16th May and it was full steam 
ahead for the Snaibeach children`s play area. The men from Caloo 
who built and supplied the train had left at six o`clock to bring our 
new piece of play equipment and install it. When I arrived at 9.45am 
they were already hard at work having placed the matting down and 
positioned the engine.  
At first glance I thought “ Why is it on stilts?” but then realised it 
needed to be sunk into the ground. Silly me!  
The men worked  hard 
securing all the matting 
and putting together the  
parts of the train. The 
hardest part was digging 
the holes for the legs. 
Numerous cups of coffee 
were supplied to show 
our appreciation for the 
work. 
It was a long job and 

some young local boys were keen and curious to see how 
work was progressing. It was so lovely to see their 
enthusiasm for the new equipment.  

After the 
youngsters had 
left and the holes 
were finished, the “stilts” were placed into the holes and the 
front of the engine attached before everything was cemented 
in place. 
Finally the train had arrived. “Whoo-whoo!” 
Next on the agenda was the state of the fencing around the 
play area. Sadly 
parts were missing 
and some of the 
rotten wood 

needed replacing. So along came the lads to begin this 
mammoth task. 
Firstly the old posts needed to be dug out so new ones 
could be put in. This was hard work. Then, oh dear, the 

new posts were too big 
for the holes. This was 
now looking to be a long 
job. Fortunately Ryan 
came to the rescue and 
cut all the posts to size 
with his special machine 
thus saving Nick from 
hours of toil with his 
woefully inadequate 
battery powered grinder. 

The play area facelift
from Caroline Harper

The train on stilts!

Exitement and curiosity

Finally in place

Dougie and John getting 
deep down and dirtyRyan cuts the posts to size
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After the posts were in and cemented came the replacing of the 
bars. This involved measuring and sawing with much discussion 
about how accurate everyone measuring was. John also 
manufactured a splendid new wooden gate to put alongside the 
existing red metal one. This means that there is now finally 
access for the mower and pushchairs.  

Following on 
from this we 
had a working 
party to spruce 
up the largest 
piece of 
equipment; the 
climbing frame. 
A mixed bunch of characters were assembled on 
another beautiful sunny day, the 1st June, to begin the 
task of sanding and painting the wooden structure. 
We got started with rubbing down the woodwork by 
hand and realised that it was going to take a good while 
indeed doing it this way. Fortunately Paul brought along 

his electric sander which speeded things up somewhat. Emma was so 
impressed with this that she went and got hers; we now had two 
sanders in furious action. 
The rest of us rubbed the awkward bits by hand. Young Phoebe made a 
wonderful comment; she said we were creating a Smurf world as 
everything was turning blue! This included the sander’s faces. 
Whilst some of us were working on the equipment, Carol was doing a 
brilliant job clearing some of the vegetation and overgrown shrubbery 

between the play 
area and the slope 
up to the village 
hall. Phoebe joined 
in with the 
enthusiasm of the 
young helping out 
wherever she could, 
including the very 
important task of 
taking orders for 
drinks - non 
alcoholic, of course! 
After washing and wiping down the sanded 
woodwork to remove the dust the painting began. 
The colours were as bright as the day. Not only was 
the structure painted, some of the people ended up 

red and green too! Pam had an unfortunate accident with her pot of red paint that turned some 
language bluer than the blue bits we were painting over! 
During the sanding and painting it was noted that some of the wood need replacing and so John and 
Nick came down a few days after the painting and replaced the rotten wood with new pieces. 
There is still a little painting to do but thanks to a wonderful community effort things are beginning to 
look a lot better and should be good for a few more years of play and fun for the youngsters of our 
village. 

All photos by Caroline Harper and Patrick Marks 

New replaces the old and rotten

Paul gets stuck in and sticky

Banging in the new posts

A community working together
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John Powell’s  
Home Improvements 

For any Plastering, Tiling, 
Plumbing  

and  
General Maintenance. 

 
Can also fit kitchens and 

bathrooms.  
 

Fully Insured. 
 

NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL 
 

Call John on  
Home: 01743 791 627 
Mobile: 07838 015 005

Tankerville 

 Pottery and Gallery 
 

Excellent selection 
of: 

Paintings, Cards, 
Crystals, Stoneware 

Pottery, Oven to 
Tableware, Bread 

Crocks. 
 

Super Presents at 
Reasonable Prices! 

 
Tankerville Pottery & Gallery 

Pennerley, Stiperstones. 
SY5 0NB 

Tel: 01743 791 580 
www.tankervillegallery.co.uk

  
  

STATION ROAD, MINSTERLEYSTATION ROAD, MINSTERLEY  
  

KK EE BB AA BB SS,,   PP II ZZ ZZ AA SS,,     
BB UU RR GG EE RR SS,,   

  FF II SS HH  &&  CC HH II PP SS  

Tel: 01743 791 827 
 

Telephone orders welcome 
 

Monday & Tuesday Special 
Two 9” or 12” pizzas for £10

GLADRAGS 
 
 
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

New & Used Dress Agency 
Call in to see our selection of 

quality classic, casual & designer 
clothing and accessories at 

affordable prices 
 

Summer is here! 
Time to re-vamp your wardrobe. 

We have now taken in quality used 
clothing and accessories for the 

summer season. 
Should you require our ‘collection 
and return’ service for a complete 

wardrobe clearance, please call 
one of our team for information. 

 
UPSTAIRS AT 

CONNECTIONS STORE, 
SHREWSBURY ROAD, 

PONTESBURY, SY5 0QD 
Visit our Tea Room for 

 Ladies that Lunch! 

T: 01743 790600 
M: 07795 592716 

Evenings: 01743 791935 
E: sue.lindsay@stiperstones.net 



Epeolatry: The worship of words. What better •
piece of vocabulary to kick off this list with? 
Aglet: The little piece of plastic on the end of •
your shoelaces.  
Nibling: Here's a handy word you might just •
now realize you were missing. "Nibling" is a 
gender-neutral term for a niece or nephew. 
Tatterdemalion: Some words just sound like •
their meaning. A tatterdemalion is somebody 
wearing tattered clothing. It can also be used 
as an adjective meaning tattered or ragged in 
appearance. 
Tittle: The word "tittle" has got just one tittle •
in it, but this sentence has six It's the little dot 
above a lowercase "j" or "i." 
Pogonotrophy: You probably know someone •
who engages in pogonotrophy, the act of 
growing a beard, even if they don't call it that. 
Pilgarlic: On the opposite end of the spectrum, •
a pilgarlic is a bald-headed person — usually 
one you're mocking or feeling sorry for. 
Defenestrate: You've got to wonder about the •

kind of mind that thinks there needs to be a 
word for throwing someone out of a window. 
Grawlix: You know when cartoonists substitute •
a bunch of punctuation marks for curse words? 
They're using grawlix. 
Pandiculation: When you get up in the •
morning, sit on the edge of your bed, and 
stretch your arms in all directions, you're 
actually pandiculating. 
Cataglottism: Technically, you may already •
know another word for cataglottism, but it's a 
great way to make "french kiss" sound a lot 
less sexy. 
Preantepenultimate: "Ultimate" is last, •
"penultimate" is second-to-last, 
"antepenultimate" is third-to-last, which 
makes this the preantepenultimate word on 
this list. 
Tyrotoxism: Ignore what we said about •
"defenestrate" earlier — the fact that 
somebody came up with a word for "to poison 
with cheese" is much more unbelievable. 
Balter: One thing we can definitely do with •
confidence at the SDN is balter. It means "to 
dance badly." 
Lemniscate: A figure-8 turned on its side — in •
other words, the infinity symbol.
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Words you didn’t 
know you needed...

 
First of all we would like to thank all of you who 
took the time to come along to the public meeting 
we held back in May. It quickly became very clear 
that Eastridge wood means a lot to many people. 
It is great to know that it is being well used and 
enjoyed by the community and people are 
passionate about the woodland. 
Following feedback from the meeting John of the 
Eastridge Trail Partnership (ETP) immediately 
went out and closed some of the trails that were 
exiting straight on to ‘the pipe track’. We also 
asked our groundworks contractor to address the 
concerns regarding the trail next to the stream 
and that is now fully closed. As for the other new 
trails in the woodland, Lorne Campbell (Forester) 
Alan Reid (wildlife ranger) and myself went out 
and walked the trails on a wet and miserable June 
day. We discussed the issues that surround them 
and I am intending to meet with Andy Woodvine 

of ETP to find the best way of resolving our 
concerns. 
I will keep you updated of progress and in the 
meantime, as was promised in the meeting, 
should you have any questions or concerns please 
contact myself at Forestry England or ETP through 
the Facebook group and we will be happy to 
discuss them with you. 

 
nicola.cowell@forestryengland.uk  

marchesforests@forestryengland.uk 
0300 067 6977

from 
Nicola Cowell 

Community  
Ranger

A wet walk in the woods
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Iyengar Yoga in Shropshire 

YOGA CLASS 

Snailbeach Village Hall 
Tuesdays 7.00 – 8.30 p.m. 

Suitable for all levels 
Pre-booking only 
For details contact:- 

Liz on 01743 790698 
Email: 

elizabethknowles1@googlemail.com 
 

 

Hignetts 
of 

Pontesbury Ltd 
Established 1919 

 
Family run fresh food retailers 

 
Locally sourced meat 

Fresh fruit and vegetables 
Fair trade foods 

Bread, pies, buns and cakes all  
baked on the premises daily 

 
Freshly filled sandwiches, 

baguettes and rolls 
 

Groceries at competitive prices 
Garden plants and flowers 

Compost and grow bags 
 

UPS parcel collection and 
delivery hub 

 
Tel: 01743 790 228 
www.hignetts.co.uk

Feel Good Feet
Foot Health Practitioner

Julie Foster
DipFH   MCFHP   MAFHP

Mobile foot treatments in the comfort of your own home
To book an appointment call

07772 086846
Routine home foot care visits include:

Toenail trimming - Ingrown toenail 
Thickened nails - Fungal infections 

Lacuna - Corn removal - Callus reduction  
Cracked heels and fissures - Diabetic foot care 

Verrucae - Pedisafe nail reconstruction 
Warm wax therapy treatment 

Manicure - Pedicure - Gel nail polish
Fully insured and DBS checked. 

Registered with the British association of foot health professionals
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Rt Hon Philip Dunne MP 

House of Commons 

London 

SW1A 0AA 

02072192388 

www.philipdunne.com 

Letter from Westminster
July 2019

Following contact with a constituent recently raising the case of an elderly lady who had been left to 
wait on the pavement for an ambulance in Ludlow, I have been taking a closer look into both ambulance 
response times and the way in which we can better treat stroke and heart attacks before an ambulance 
is able to arrive.  
 
We all know living in a rural area means it will take longer for an ambulance to reach us. But I am 
pleased latest figures show West Midlands Ambulance Service has one of the best response times in the 
country to Category 1 calls, i.e. life-threatening emergencies, with only London and the North East 
performing better. West Midlands Ambulance Service also performs well across the board, when 
compared with other ambulance services.  
 
I have been on board an ambulance with WMAS for a shift in the past, so know how hard the crews 
work to get to every emergency as quickly as possible and provide the care needed.  
But as we are all well aware, the minutes after a heart attack are critical in improving chances of 
survival. There are steps we can all take to give lifesaving treatment before an ambulance can arrive, but 
according to the British Red Cross, just 5 per cent of adults have the skills and confidence to provide first 
aid in emergency situations. So I am this month taking a refresher course on how to use effectively a 
community defibrillator and CPR, having first taken the course some years ago when the first community 
defibrillators arrived.  
 
Since then there has been a very welcome roll out of community defibrillators across the county, 
progressing at pace. In South Shropshire, schools, village halls and other community buildings have had 
defibrillators installed, and I have visited disused telephone boxes repurposed to house defibrillators in 
remote hamlets. While it can be helpful to know how the defibrillator works in advance, 999 operators 
are able to talk callers through use of the machine to those who are unfamiliar with it.  
The government is building on this progress, and by September 2020 all schools, including academies 
and free schools, will be required to teach first aid and life-saving skills, meaning that by the time a pupil 
completes secondary school they will have been taught how to administer CPR, as well as about the 
purpose of defibrillators, and basic treatment for common injuries. So a new generation of lifesavers will 
develop over time.  
 
To help with rollout of defibrillators in schools, the Department for Education negotiated a deal with 
NHS Supply Chain to offer defibrillators at a reduced cost. Since this scheme was launched in November 
2014, more than 2,763 defibrillators have been purchased this way.  
Better treatment in the community, including by paramedics in ambulances, has meant deaths related 
to stroke have declined 49% in the past 15 years, but the survival rate for an out-of-hospital cardiac 
arrest is still less than one in ten. I am hopeful that wider knowledge about CPR, and proliferation of 
more defibrillators across South Shropshire, will give the best possible chance of saving the lives of 
those who have heart attacks. 
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T P Hockly 
Building Contractor 

Timber Framed Buildings & Extensions, 

Brickwork & Plastering 

Driveways, General Building Work & 

Building Maintenance 

Call Tim on: 01743 791 114 

Mobile: 07814 498 524

rESPONSIbLE dISPOSaL aNd 
rEMOvaL OF uNWaNtEd bEE aNd 

WaSP NEStS 
reasonable rates 

 
 
 
 
 

 
call tim hockly 07814 498 524

Heather Kidd 
Local Shropshire Councillor 

for 

Chirbury & Worthen 
including Snailbeach and 

Stiperstones 
Telephone: 01938 561 651 

Mobile: 07980 635 518 

Email: 

heather.kidd@shropshire.gov.uk 

Facebook: Heather Kidd  

www.heatherkidd.org.uk 

The Stiperstones Inn 

Open from 11.30am and serving food  
from 12pm - 9pm daily

www.stiperstonesinn.co.uk 
Tel: 01743 791 327
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NATURAL ENGLAND 
Notes from the hill 
Simon Cooter for Natural England staff at Rigmoreoak.

I am writing this following the deluge of rain that we have experienced over the last week. Pennerley 
even appeared on national news as being officially the wettest place in the country with 4cm of rain in 
24 hours. However prior to that we were all thinking we could do with a drop of rain, so I guess you 
have to be careful what you wish for. The unfortunate consequence of climate change is that we are 
going to get more and more extreme events such as this. 
 
Luckily many of our nesting birds had fledged young prior to the rains so hopefully they have not been 
too badly affected by the poor weather which can make it difficult for the adults to find food. It has 
been a good year for pied flycatchers in the nest boxes, with regular updates on Facebook from the 
Rea Valley Wildlife Group that monitor the Resting Hill boxes. 
 
The hay meadows have freshened up with the rain 
and are coming into full bloom at this time of year. 
Our remaining flower rich hay meadows are an 
extremely important wildlife resource, where a 
huge range of flowers and grasses can all be found 
together in a small area. We are left today with 
only 3% of the hay meadows that used to cover the 
English countryside in the 1940s so what is left is 
extremely precious. A lot of Europe is covered with 
forests, but England with its wet climate has always 
been good for growing grass to feed livestock and 
so we became a nation of hay fields with all the 
variety of flowers which were dependent upon the 
soils beneath. The flower rich meadows in the 
Stiperstones area such as at Pennerley are now a 
living historical record of what used to grow all 
over the country.  
 
Earlier on the Pennerley meadows were covered with the pale yellow of cowslips nodding in the April 
showers, but now they are a riot of bright whites of oxeye daisies and greater butterfly orchids, 
yellows of hawkbits and cat’s-ears and purples and pinks of knapweed and common spotted orchids. 
The grasses add height and movement to the meadows with the stiff crested dog’s tail and the 
drooping quaking grass swaying in the breeze. 
 
Because meadows such as these were so common in the past most country people would know the 
names of the flowers they contained, and many of the plants had names associated with meadows or 
the uses they were put to, like yellow rattle or hay rattle with its seed pods that rattle when it is time 
to cut the hay, lady’s bedstraw which was strewn in houses to make them smell sweet and dyers 
greenweed used to dye wool yellow. Many more creatures have the word meadow in their common 
name such as meadow buttercup, meadow brown butterfly and meadow pipit. For more information 
on meadows or to get involved in their conservation visit the Marches Meadow Group web page 
www.marches meadow group.com. 
 
There are still a couple of places left on the Hebridean fleece felting workshop on Thursday July 4th 
10am to 4pm. There are also some summer family events on 7th July and 1st August suitable for 
children 6yrs+. Also for those interested in doing some scything there is the ‘Scything with a View’ 
week starting with an introductory course on the 14th July. For further details of any of the above 
please contact: stiperstones.events@naturalengland.org.uk or telephone 01743 792294. 
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Mobile Monday 

Hairdresser 
A s ta te  reg i s te red ha i rdresser 

offering a mobile service in your area 
on Mondays 

Call Avril: 07905 640 167 
  

Also available for  
salon appointments at : 

 Altro Capelli 
Pontesbury 

Tues & Weds - 9.30 am  to 5 pm 
01743 790 386 

   
Minsterley 

Thurs & Fri - 9am to 7pm 
01743 792 548 

 

Motor Ser
vices

Tyres, Exhausts, Bodywork 
Servicing & Pre‑MOTs etc. 

At Minsterley Motors, Stiperstones SY5 0LZ 

Telephone: 01743 791 783 

Mobile: 07810 232 309

                     PURPLE PUPPIES 
                            01743 792292   
                            07940 577685 

 

 Dog walking…. 
 Pet home alone visits…  
 Day-care (limited availability)  
 One to One Training  
 Raw food sales and advice 
 Perfect Fit Harness stockist 

 

 

 

Deb Gallimore APDT 01189 

debgallimore@outlook.com 
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The Young Adults and Little People’s Page
A page for all those who are young, or just young at heart 

Please send all contributions for this page to editor.sdn@mail.com 
We’re looking for original writing (prose or poetry) and illustrations (cartoons, 

paintings, sketches) 
Open to all of you who are young, or young at heart. 

At the End-of-term 
Party and Disco - 
'Isn't the head teacher a 
bit of a twit?' said a boy 
to a girl.  
'Well, do you know 
who I am?' inquired the 
girl.  
'No.' replied the boy.  
'I'm the head teacher's 
daughter.' replied the 
girl.  
'And do you know who 
I am?' asked the boy.  
'No,' she uttered.  
'Thank goodness!' said 
the boy with a sigh of 
relief. 

Children's Comments on Love 
* Love is when you tell a guy you like his shirt, then 
he wears it every day. Noelle age 7 
* Love is like a little old woman and a little old man 
who are still friends even after they know each other 
so well. Tommy age 6 
* Love is when Mummy gives Daddy the best piece 
of chicken. Elaine age 5 
* I know my older sister loves me because she gives 
me all her old clothes and has to go out and buy new 
ones. Lauren age 4

“The nice thing about rain,” said 
Eeyore, “is that it stops.” 

“Eventually.”

 Why did the 
student eat 

his 
homework? 
Because the 
teacher told 
him it was a 

piece of cake!

colour 
me in!
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A dedicated and independent veterinary 
practice that has been established in 

Shropshire for over 50 years, specialising in 
companion animal care.  

 
Natalie Morris BVSc MRCVS 

 
Website: 

www.malthouseveterinarygroup.co.uk 
Email:  

reception@malthouseveterinarygroup.co.uk

Telephone: 01743 791246  

 
GARDEN FURNITURE 

 FROM 
 RECYCLED TIMBER 

CHAIRS, COFFEE TABLES,  
BENCH SEATS etc. 

E-mail: servatory@hotmail.com 

Or call Graham on 01743 790 115 
WHEEL BARROW PLANTERS FROM £10

HAND MADE

 

J. Lewis &J. Lewis &  

SonsSons  
Coal Merchants 

Haulage Contractors 
Hardcore, Sand & Gravels 

 
Tel: 01743 791 366 
jlewisandsons@outlook.com

Gentle Flow Yoga 
Snailbeach Village Hall 

Be kind to your body & gentle on your mind 
 

Tuesdays 10 – 11.30am 
Yoga for everyone – all welcome 

 
Prior enrolment essential 

 
Please contact Caro on: 

Email: schiansky04@yahoo.com 
Tel: 01743 791742 

 
First session a free trial one for newcomers. 
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Heather Kidd’s Report

 SNAILBEACH WI 

Dear All, 
Some good news this month. 

£32m to be invested by NHS in Shropshire 
hospitals 

The Shrewsbury and Telford NHS Trust is to invest 
£32m in Shropshire's two acute hospitals. £15m 
will be invested in recruiting 200 new clinical staff 
including doctors and nurses plus another £17m in 
improving ageing facilities at the Royal Shrewsbury 
and the Princess Royal in Telford. I am slightly 
concerned that the hospitals have found 
recruitment very difficult so far but hope the over 
all investment will make that easier.  
And some not so good news...                                                                                                                 
 Shrewsbury and Telford NHS Trust have deferred 
making a decision on the future of the rural 
maternity units in Ludlow and Oswestry until next 
year. They have also decided to upgrade the 
maternity unit in Shrewsbury over the next 6 
months. Although this is good news in the long run 
it means that the unit will have to be closed. I 
assume that expectant mothers from our area will 
all have to travel to Telford to give birth until the 
Shrewsbury unit re-opens.                                                                                                                                

New minibuses                                                                                                                                            
The Shropshire Hills Schools Federation (of which 
Chirbury School is part) have bought two new 
minibuses for the federation with sports funding 
money. This will enable pupils from all 3 schools to 
be transported to sports events, SpArC, the 

Community College and other sporting 
opportunities  without the need to hire coaches. 
This will also save transport money. 

Hope Valley road 
 I am keeping up the pressure on Shropshire 
Council to deliver on their promises to improve 
safety on the Hope Valley r doneoad. So far they 
have done some engineering work to make the 
road safer. I am hopeful that more work will 
commence shortly using speed pipes to identify 
key areas of safety concern. I am particularly keen 
to reduce speed limits to 40mph or lower around 
junctions.  

SpArC 
Shropshire Council has decided to take the 
management of SpArC back 'in house' from the 
end of March 2020. This is what a great many 
people, including myself, have been pressing for  
so that the centre can be more reactive to local 
needs. It also shows that the Council has 
confidence in SpArC's viability and the willingness 
of local communities to support it. 
Best wishes 
Heather  
Heather Kidd, Shropshire 
Councillor for Chirbury and 
Worthen 
Tel: 07980635518  
heather.kidd@shropshire.gov.uk 
www.heatherkidd.org 

 
 
 
 
 

 
We are very much looking forward to our annual meal at the Stiperstones Inn this year in August and in 
the next couple of months we will also be doing a guided walk around Bishop’s Castle and a trip on the 
Llangollen Canal. Other ‘little extras’ are in the pipeline and we are also planning ways to celebrate our 
50th birthday next year.  
Monthly meetings take place at 7.30pm in Snailbeach Village Hall (except August when we are out for 
the annual dinner). Anyone is welcome to come along. 
Please contact Jo for any further information on 01743 891406 or email jkane655@btinternet.com. 
 

Our programme for the rest of this year: 
July 11th - Cookery Demonstration 

August 8th - Annual Dinner 
September 12th - Craft skills 

October 10th - AGM 
November 14th Swifts Bakery – Family History of Baking 

December 12th - Entertainment Evening
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Crowning Glory 
 

 
 
 
 

Val would like to welcome 
 all customers old and new. 

  Fully qualified with over 35yrs experience in 
all aspects of hairdressing. 

Opening times: 
Tuesday - 9 to 5pm 

Wednesday - 9 to 5pm 
Thursday - 9 to 5.30pm 

Friday - 9 to 5.30pm 
Saturday – 9 to 1pm 

Bennett’s Business Centre, Main Rd, Pontesbury. 
Tel: 01743 790 008 

 
Join Val on Facebook @CrowningGloryPontesbury

hand controls 
 

left foot accelerators 
 

car boot hoists 
 

person hoists 
 

swivel seats 
 

secondary control  
systems ...and more! 

      Unit 11  
      Malehurst Industrial Estate 
      Minsterley, Shropshire 
      SY5 0EQ 
      info@allshropshiremobility.co.uk 

Offering a bespoke service to both 
Motability and private customers 

 
Tel:  01743 790 879 

Call: 07966 788791 

Quotations: 01743 792013 

www.benmorriselectrical.co.uk 
 

Efficient friendly service from an 

 experienced Electrician 
 

        ▪       Specialist in House Rewiring 
        ▪       Inspection & Testing of Properties 
        ▪       Extra Sockets & Lights installed  
                  (no job too small) 
        ▪       We will fit your own newly                            
                  purchased lights etc. 
        ▪       All work VAT free 
        ▪       Fully Insured 
        ▪       All work certified and notified to  
                  building control (Part P) 
        ▪       Free Quotations 
        ▪       Competitive Hourly Rates 

 
 

COMPLETE SERVICE AND REPAIR CENTRE 
 

 
-  

- -  
-  

 

-  
- -  

 

 

 

 



As you will have seen, the new pavilion and future 
home of the library is coming along. Although it 
will be a few months before we move I must admit 
I am now getting a tiny bit excited. 
June’s moon landing talk was very interesting. 
Being only very little at the time I don’t remember 
it and learned a lot from the beautiful photos and 
display. The theme will continue throughout July 
and August with this year’s Summer Reading 
challenge. SPACE CHASE will launch on 13th July. 
There will be a card, stickers, gifts and activities 
during the school holidays. We will run 3 more very 
popular Lego clubs too. 
“One small step…and you’re in the library!”  
Events are always publicised around the villages 
and on the FoPL Facebook page Use Pontesbury 
Library. 
Opening Hours:  
Monday        10am-1pm  
Tuesday       10am-1pm & 2pm-5pm  
Thursday      2pm-5pm  
Saturday       10am-1pm   
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PONTESBURY GARDENERS ASSOCIATION
PONTESBURY GARDENERS ANNUAL SHOW 

The show will be held on Saturday 24th August in 
Pontesbury Public Hall opening to the public at 
2.30 in the afternoon but will be open on Friday 
evening and Saturday morning for competitors to 
stage their entries. There are categories for 
cookery, handicrafts, painting and photography as 
well as those for the normal range of fruit and 
vegetables plus children’s sections. 
Details of all these are included in the Schedules 
and entry forms which are now available to be 
collected at the Trading Post on any Saturday 
morning or at shops in the village. Copies of the 
schedule in Word and the entry form in Excel can 
be e-mailed by contacting: 
robedixon@btopenworld.com. 
There will be a plant stall and refreshments and 
the afternoon concludes with the presentation of 
prizes at 4 pm followed by a raffle and an auction 
of some of the exhibits. 

Trading Post 
The Trading Post is situated in the Old Station 
Buildings on Station Road and is open every 
Saturday from 9.30 am to 12 noon except for the 
Saturday of our show. 

THIS MONTH IN THE GARDEN

Week 1 
...pick herbs for drying just before they 
flower... 
High summer is here and the garden is in full 
bloom. The herbaceous border will remain 
colourful until September if care is taken to 
remove flowers as soon as they fade. Harvest 
culinary herbs on dry days just before they 
flower and cut lavender for drying. 
Week 2 
...in amongst the borders... 
Continue cutting back early flowering plants 
and, in mild areas, trim delphiniums and lupins 
to ground level to encourage a second display 
of flowers. Hoe in fertiliser around clumps of 
Michaelmas daisies. Watch out for plant 
diseases in humid conditions and treat quickly 
to prevent them from spreading. 
Week 3 
...pick herbs on fine days... 
Make further sowings of chervil, dill and parsley 
in open ground in a sunny position. Pick herbs for 
drying just before they flower. Lay sprigs on 
shallow trays in single layers and dry them in an 
airing cupboard until they are brittle and crisp. 
Discard the stalks and store herbs in airtight jars. 
Week 4 
...plan new borders... 
Now is a good time to assess your garden and 
plan the overhaul of tired, overgrown beds. Dig 
over roughly, clearing plants and removing 
weeds as you work. Light soil can be prepared 
for autumn planting, but heavy earth will need 
the effects of winter frost, wind and rain to 
make deep digging possible. 

©Judith Glover ‐ “Garden Days” 
You can buy Judith’s 2019 calendar at: 

www.judithglover.com

from The Library Owl

News from 

Pontesbury Library
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The Bungalow,  
Weston Road,  
White Gritt, 
Minsterley, 
Shrewsbury, SY5 0JJ 

Phone: 07815 801 871 
Fax: 01588 650 386 
johnbebb@hotmail.co.uk 
johnbebbconstruction.co.uk

LL OGSOGS  F F OROR  S S ALEALE

Free delivery on bags 
within 10 miles.  

Nets for collection.

Bulk Bag & Net Suppliers

Phone: 07815 801 871 
Fax: 01588 650 386 
greenacreslogs@hotmail.com

Order your bag (or multiple bags), fill them with 
your waste and leave them in a vehicle 

accessible place, call us and we will collect. 

CHEAPER & EASIER THAN A SKIP!

£72 Inc VAT for bag & collection. Discounts on 
multiple bags from the same address at the 

same time

JJOHNOHN  W. F. B W. F. BEBBEBB  
SMALL TOOL & PLANT HIRE 

07815 801 871 

Phone for details on all Tools & Plant.  
Delivery available.

Mini Digger £50 

High Lift Dumper £40 

Magic Screed £40 

Bull Float £30 

Wacker Plate £30 

Stihl Saw from £25 

Pointing Guns £10 

Grinders from £15 

Welder/Generator £50 

Trailer Hire from £15 

And much more!

Danny Bebb 

The Bungalow,  
Weston Road,  
White Gritt, 
Minsterley, 
Shrewsbury, SY5 0JJ 

Phone: 07815 801 871 

Fax: 01588 650 386 

Email: 

johnbebb@hotmail.co.uk

building, civil Engineering & Surfacing contractor

JOHN W.F. BEBB
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Thursday 12th September 10.00-1.00 
Beginners Crochet shawl - learn all the skills needed 

to make a crocheted shawl  
Yarn and hook provided  

£30 
 

Thursday 26th September 10.00-12.00 
Watercolour painting  

Materials provided  
Suitable for beginners  

£15 
 

Saturday 12th October 10.00-12.00 
Block printing  

Use Indian blocks to print a tea towel 
£20 

 

Wednesday 23rd October 10.30-12.30 
Willow weaving 

Add a natural look to Christmas and make 
decorations out of willow, dogwood, ivy, and other 

natural materials. 
£20 

T h e  B o g  V i s i t o r  
C e n t r e  c i c  

Workshops for  
September & October

To book any activity please call  
01743 792484

   

 

           

          
 

 

 

 

 

 

£10 a table or car 

Setting up from 9am 
Refreshments 

 
Contact Pam Bickley : 07887531174 or 

Caroline Harper : 01743792487   

To book your pitch/table. 



Snailbeach District News - Issue 360

July 2019

Page 36

Telephone: 01743 791 208 
(8am - 5pm Monday to Friday) 

Email Address: john@minsterleymotors.co.uk 
Website: www.minsterleymotors.co.uk

2A, The Farriers, Annscroft, Shrewsbury SY5 8AN
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Minster leyMinster ley   
MotorsMotors  

is a family run 
business and 
has been an 

established part 
of the Shropshire 
scene for many 
years. If it’s a 
friendly and 

eff icient 
service you are 
looking for, you 
need not look 

any further than 
M ins ter leyMinster ley   

MotorsMotors ..   
We will be 
delighted to 

provide you with 
a 

comprehensive 
quotation at 
guaranteed 
prices for all 

types of coach 
hire and coach 
travel and for 
any size of 

group. 
01743 791 208

 

Pontesbury Shop 08:50 Ludlow Assembly Rooms 13:15
Minsterley 08:55 Craven Arms 13:30

Hope 09:00 Long Meadowend 13:35
Gravels 09:03 Aston on Clun 15:17

White Grit 09:05 Lydbury North 13:50
Lydham 09:10 Little Brampton 14:00

Bishops Castle 09:15 Clunton 14:02
Colebatch 09:20 Clun 14:05

Clun 09:35 Colebatch 14:20
Clunton 09:38 Bishops Castle 14:25

Little Brampton 09:40 Lydham 14:30
Lydbury North 09:50 White Grit 14:35
Aston on Clun 10:03 Gravels 14:37

Long Meadowend 10:05 Hope 14:40
Craven Arms 10:10 Minsterley 14:45

Ludlow Assembly Rooms 10:25 Pontesbury 14:50
Does not run on Bank Holidays except Good Friday

745  Mondays and Fridays only 

 

775  Tuesdays only 
                Pontesbury Shop 09:30 Newtown 13:50

Minsterley 09:35 Kerry 14:00
Plox Green 09:38 Sarn 14:10

Hope 09:40 Blue Bell 14:15

Gravels 09:45 Church Stoke 14:20
White Grit 09:48 Bishops Castle 14:35
Llan Turn 09:51 Bishops Castle 14:40

Bromleys Mill 09:55 Lydham 14:43

Lydham 09:57 Bromleys Mill 14:45

Bishops Castle 10:00 Llan Turn 14:49
Bishops Castle 10:05 White Grit 14:52
Church Stoke 10:20 Gravels 14:55

Blue Bell 10:25 Hope 15:00
Sarn 10:30 Plox Green 15:02
Kerry 10:40 Minsterley 15:05

Newtown 10:50 Pontesbury 15:10

Pontesbury - Ludlow - Pontesbury

1st July   Elan Valley Tour & Llandrindod Wells     £20.50 

13th July    Liverpool—City of Culture (Coach Only)    £18.50 

18th July   Anderton Boat Li昀 and Dag昀elds Cra昀 & An琀ques   £24.50 

23rd July   Tweedmill & Conway        £20.00 

7th August  Cotswold Wildlife Park & Gardens     £32.00 

16th August   Wedgwood & Trentham        £22.00 

19th August   Cardi昀          £22.50 
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Quaker Meetings 
 Shrewsbury Quaker Meeting House 

Corporation Lane, Coton Hill, 
Shrewsbury, SY1 2NU 
10.30 am every Sunday 

Clun Valley Quaker Meeting 
The Community Centre 

Grange Road, Bishop’s Castle  
10.30 am every Sunday, except 1st Sunday of 

month Hazelhurst Community Centre, Hazelhurst 
Close, Clun SY7 8LQ

Baptist Services 
 
 

Snailbeach Methodist Church News 
July 

7th  2:45 - 12 Baskets Community Worship  
14th  2:45 - Revd. MacNeill Cooper 
21st  2:45 - 12 Baskets Community Worship  
28th  2:45 - Mr. Wes Morris  
 
NOTICE- STIPERSTONES CHAPEL CAR PARK  
Please note that the Stiperstones Methodist Chapel (often 
referred to as the community centre) will be increasingly 
used by our faith community and for rentals for groups.  
The car park is a private car park and we realise that at 
times, short term parking (a few hours) is required from 
time to time. Please contact Rev. MacNeill Cooper at 
01743 791 267 to discuss if you or someone you know 
requires parking for a few hours to ensure there are no 
scheduled activities at the chapel. If you are attending the 
scheduled activity, parking is permitted.  
Parking is not available to the public on the following 
dates. Thank you for your co-operation and understanding 
as we are trying to make best use of the generous 
donation given to the Methodist Church by using our 
chapel more frequently.  
July 15th -16th  
August 25th (all day)

Sunday services: 10.30 am & 3.00 pm 
Prayer Meeting/Bible Study 

Wednesdays 7.15 pm 
Held in the School Room, Snailbeach 
Elder: Mr. Joe Evans 01743 790 979 

All are welcome!

Stiperstones Group C of E Service rota July 2019

Date Habberley 
St Mary

Hope 
Holy Trinity

Minsterley 
Holy Trinity

Shelve 
All Saints

Snailbeach 
St Luke

1st Sunday 
7th July 
Trinity 3 
Green 

10.30 am 
Holy Communion 

Revd Giles 
 

9.00am 
Morning Prayer 

Revd Giles 
 

2nd Sunday 
14th July 
Trinity 4 
Green 

5.00pm 
BCP 

Evening Prayer 
Revd Giles 

9.00am 
Holy Communion 

Revd Carolyn 

10.30am 
All Age Worship 

Revd Giles 

3rd Sunday 
21st July 
Trinity 5 
Green 

10.30 am 
Holy Communion 

Revd Giles 

9.00am 
Holy Communion 

Revd Giles 

4th Sunday 
28th July 
Trinity 6 
Green 

10.30am 
Holy Communion 

Revd Giles 

9.00am 
Morning Prayer 

Revd Giles 

5.00pm 
Common Worship 

Evening Prayer 
Revd Giles 
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Your Safer Neighbourhood Team are: 

PC3331 Stuart Coote 
PCSO 6160 Shaun Culliss 

PCSO 40387 Calvin Brown  
 Local Police Team: 

01743 264777 

(Not to be used for reporting crime, incidents or emergencies) 

  Useful Numbers 
 

Shrewsbury Hospital 
01743 261 000 

 
NHS (formerly Shropdoc) 

111 
Pontesbury Medical  

01743 790 325 
 

Worthen Medical 
01743 891 401 

 
Pontesbury Chemist 

01743 790 273 
 

Police 
0300 333 3000 

 
Severn Trent Water 

0800 783 4444 
 

Western Power 
0800 328 1111 

 
BT 

0800 023 2023 
 

Stiperstones School 
01743 791 207 

 
Minsterley Motors 

01743 791 208 
 

Councillor H Kidd 
01938 561 651 

 
Philip Dunne MP 

01584 872 187 
 

Village Hall Bookings 
01743 791 633 

 
Stiperstones Oil Coordinator 

01743 792 204 
 

Snailbeach District News 
01743 790 049 

 
Stiperstones Stores 

01743 790 594 
 

Stiperstones Inn 
01743 791 327

Waste Collection Schedule

Mobile Post Office Opening Times 
the Post Office now operates in the back room of the Stiperstones Inn 

- 12:15 to 2:15. 
Post Office telephone number: 

08457 223344 (central customer services) 
 

Stiperstones Stores opening times 
approximately 9.00am - 5.30pm daily 

tel: 01743 790594

July 2019

SPEEDING 
Speed enforcement by local officers will be conducted in the 30mph 

zones of Clun, Clunton, Lydbury North and Clungunford. Local officers 
now have access to a vehicle speed display which sits on top of the 

police panda and displays drivers speed.  

YOU HAVE BEEN WARNED

Tues 2nd Tues 9th Tues 16th Tues 23 Tue 30th

Green Black Green Black Green

Evening all...

CRIME/INCIDENTS TO NOTE REPORTED  

CHIRBURY, WORTHEN, HOPE, SHELVE & STIPERSTONES 
Please note not all crimes are recorded below due to  

the nature or on going investigations.  
There were 113 incidents recorded for the area between 

 15th May 2019 – 15th June 2019 

CRIME REPORTED DETAILS LOCATION NOTES

Burglary (dwelling) Property broken into Hopesgate

Nothing stolen, issue 
 resolved between  
victim and suspect,  
no complaint made.

Burglary (dwelling)
Window broken, TV  

and recording  
deck stolen

Gravels Bank During the morning 
 of 6th June

Assault and  
criminal damage Hope Offender arrested 
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Visit snailbeachdistrictnews.co.uk for the latest road closures and local news

REGULAR 
ACTIVITIES 

 
S t i p e rs t o n e s  B ra s s  

Re h e a rs a l s  
Snailbeach Village Hall 

Mondays 7.45pm 
Term times only 

 
Knitter Natter 

Stiperstones Inn 
Tuesdays from 10.00am 

 
Yoga 

Snailbeach Village Hall 
Tuesdays 10.00am 

 
Iyengar Yoga 

Snailbeach Village Hall 
Tuesdays 7.00pm 

 
Snailbeach & Stiperstones Baby 

& Toddler Group 
Thursdays 10am ‐12am 
Snailbeach Village Hall 

 
Ballroom Dancing 

Snailbeach Village Hall 
1st & 3rd Thursdays 

From 7.30pm 
Beginners call 01743 790308 

 
Snailbeach WI 

Snailbeach Village Hall 
2nd Thursday ‐ 7.30pm 

 
Fit Club 

Stiperstones School Playground 
Every Sunday 9am 

Aerobics Village Hall 
6 ‐7 Wednesdays 80’s aerobics 

 
Kids Football Training 

Snailbeach Football Club 
Thursday 6.30pm ‐7.30pm 
Easter – October excluding 

school holidays

Snailbeach Village Hall 
Snailbeach Village Hall Booking Fees 

To book the Village Hall please contact Marg Price on 
01743 791 633

Usage Normal rate Village Hall 
Supporter Scheme 

Community groups/activities 
 (per session of up to 4 hours day or 6 

hours evening)
£20.00 £12.50

Private hire for meetings as above £30.00 £20.00

Children’s Party £30.00 £20.00

Funeral Tea £30.00 £20.00

Hire of hall with catering facilities £40.00 £25.00

Full Day Hire without bar facilities £60.00 £30.00

Hire of hall with full bar facilities. £90.00 £60.00

Commercial and corporate events  
- hire of the hall.

£150 full day 
£100 half day N/A

Government bodies £250.00 N/A

Answers to Puzzles & Posers from page 17

Answer 1: 

Each word contains an item of floor covering. 
MAT, LINO, TILE, RUG 
Answer 2: 

Each is an anagram of another name. 
ALICE, CICELY, ELAINE, ESTHER, JANE, JASON, MARIAN, NORMA, 
ROLAND. 
Answer 3:  

(a) TABLE TENNIS. The size of the ball for each sport decreases. 
(b) ATHLETICS. The first letter of each sports spells ATHLETIC. 
Answer 4: 

4 hours. A real toughie. The last letter of the word preceding the number is the 
place in the alphabet that the number holds. E.g. - at least 20 children... T is the 
20th letter of the alphabet, and so on. 
Answer 5: Eyelet Answer 6: 54 Answer 7: 63. The sequence is as follows: 
119 - 1 - 1 - 9 = 108, 108 - 1 - 8 = 99, 99 - 9 - 9 = 81, 81 - 8 - 1 = 72, 72 - 7 - 2 = 63. 
Answer 8: CAN   
Answer 9: 37 days. At the end of day one the worm would be at the one meter 
mark. At the end of the 35th day the worm would be at the 35 meter mark. On 
the 36th day the worm travels from 35 meters to 39 meters but slips back to 36 
meters at the end of the 36th day. On the 37th day, the worm travels up four 
meters from the 36th meter and is consequently out of the hole.


