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A NEW walking group has been mooted after a special one held in memory of Elsie 
Rowson, the last postwoman delivering on foot to cottages high up on the Stiperstones. 
The walk, led by her daughter, Pat Carr, began from the site of the old Post Office and as 
it progressed soon prompted enthusiastic suggestions for the new group. First ideas for 
destinations included Corndon Hill and Rodney’s Pillar.

Elsie’s Walk: Pages 20-21 

pic: Roy Anderson

Pat Carr points out the old Post Office in Snailbeach, where her mother sorted the mail.

Three oarsome ladies take to the stage

Stiperstones ladies Jo Cox (left) and Sal Tonge (right)

After last year’s success  of ‘Atlantic 
Ladies’, the true story of three intrepid 
women who became the oldest women 
to row the Atlantic, Jo Cox of 
Stiperstones blows the dust off her script 
in preparation for the production to take 
to the stage of the Theatre Severn.  

Jo’s story: Page 5

pic: Mike Ashton



Writing this on the sunniest and warmest  
weekend so far this year and looking out over 
the Stiperstones hills, the Hope valley and 
beyond, I really can’t think of anywhere 
better to be right now as Spring bursts into our lives with fresh 
colour and new vigour. Each day revealing a brand new nugget of 
uplifting beauty.  

But sadly, it’s not all sunshine, lollipops and rainbows. I’m constantly 
saddened by the reports of mindless fly tipping and littering that I 
read about in our local social media groups. Some recent examples 
include a fridge being abandoned by the roadside, soiled nappies 
being thrown on to grass verges and into hedgerows, and the 
perennial problem of dog owners failing to clear up after their dogs, 
especially in public areas like car parks and children’s areas. I often 
see the little black poo bags hanging like strange fruit from the trees 
in Eastridge woods. Such a same. Paradise lost? 

And then there’s the mountain bikes carving illegal runs in the woods 
and going ‘off piste’... but I’ll save that little personal niggle for a 
future edition after I’ve met with the Forestry Commission up in the 
Eastridge woods during May. 

Even closer to home this last month are the two apparently 
unconnected incidents of vandalism in sleepy old Snailbeach. Hymn 
books ripped apart and dumped. A ride and fencing damaged in the 
village play area. Residents took to social media to express their 
dismay.  ‘Appalling’, ‘horrible’ and ‘disgusting’ were some of their 
descriptions. One commented: "Let's hope locals can keep their eyes 
open and deal with the individuals in the appropriate way." (See 
report: Page 3) 

Yes, let’s keep our eyes open and try to keep our little corner of 
Paradise just that... Paradise! 
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ADVERTISERS – An important notice about copyright law. 
1) When submitting your own artwork for us to publish in the SDN for 
your advertisement please make sure that you have all the necessary 
permissions to do so and that you are complying with UK copyright law. If 
you didn’t create the advertisement yourself, then you MUST obtain 
permission from those who did in order for us to publish the 
advertisement. 
2) If we create the artwork and construct the advertisement for you, then 
you MUST obtain permission from us if you wish this advert to be used in 
any other publication or website. You DO NOT have any automatic rights 
or permissions to use this advertisement anywhere else.  
For an overview of UK copyright law visit : 
 https://www.gov.uk/copyright

Loving memories will 
brighten up our village 

 
 
 
 

Tim Hockly and Sal Tonge have a 
new idea to brighten up our village 
with loving memories. But they 
need your help 
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Vandalism in Snailbeach 
An outbreak of vandalism has recently occured in 
Snailbeach that has involved both the play area 
and the church of St. Luke in two separate 
incidents. 
Rev. Pam Bickley recently sent us a disturbing 
report describing one rather curious incident of 
vandalism that has occurred inside St. Luke’s 
during the third week of April. She writes: 
“The congregation and clergy of St. Luke’s church  
have always thought that it is important to keep 
the church open during the day. Apart from 
people visiting the Mary Webb exhibition, St 
Luke’s is a quiet place for prayer and reflection 
and used regularly. 
All of us were very upset when someone took 
hymn books from the church; tore them up and 
put them in a neighbour’s dustbin. This is 
vandalism and a crime. If we find out who 
committed this offence, we will be contacting the 
police.  
In the meantime, we would be grateful if 
villagers could keep an eye out for any odd 
activity around the church ‐ contact Rev Giles, 
Rev Pam or the police if you notice anything 
suspicious. 
Thank you for your ongoing support of St. 
Luke’s.”  
In a second incident of vandalism, this time in 
the play area during the last week of March, the 
rocking horse was taken off its springs. After 
being promptly fixed by a local parent, it was 
found to have been removed yet again from its 
springs a short time later. It was fixed a second 
time by a local resident. Later that same day 
some of the fencing surrounding the play area 
was found to have been pushed over.  

The SDN has been informed that the culprit of 
this particular act of vandalism has been 
identified and dealt with.  

 

The Shuttle Bus is Back! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Long Mynd & Stiperstones Shuttle Buses – new 
pick-up point at Picklescott. 
4th May – 29th September 2019, weekends & 
Bank Holiday Mondays. 
The Shropshire Hills Shuttle Buses will be back on 
the road this May Bank Holiday weekend, stating 
Saturday 4th. If you haven’t travelled on them 
you’re missing a treat! The journey over the Long 
Mynd and around the Stiperstones is one of the 
most scenic bus rides. The route offers some 
great walking opportunities, wonderful views 
and a choice of country pub stops. This year the 
Shuttle Buses are making a lunch time and late 
afternoon stop at the Bottle & Glass, Picklescott. 
This short extension opens up new walking 
opportunities north of the Long Mynd, as well as 
offering people from Picklescott a link into the 
circuit. For more information see: 
www.shropshirehillsshuttles.co.uk, or pick up a 
2019 timetable leaflet, available in local cafés, 
shops and pubs. 
Timetabled Shuttle stops include Stiperstones 
village (opposite the pub) and Snailbeach (by the 
village hall).  (See route map on page 40) 

 
Cash for the Community success. 

Carol and Graham McMillan and family send 
their thanks to all who collected the Shropshire 
Star ‘Cash for the Community’ vouchers. 
28,330 vouchers have now been forwarded by 
Carol to the Shrewsbury Epilepsy Support Group 
who were overwhelmed by the amount 
collected.  
Carol, Graham, Faye, Mark and family hope that 
this newly formed group are able to receive a 
portion of the money from this collection and 
will let us know the amount when they have 
more news.

Newsbrief

Toddlers survey the damage caused to fencing 
around the play area.

pic: Jonathan Evans

snailbeachdistrictnews.co.uk 
for latest updates from  
Shropshire Council
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PHIL GRIFFITHS 
Local Plumber 

 

 

 
Tap Replacement and Plumbing 

Repairs Undertaken 
 

New Taps Supplied and Fitted 
Home Choose Service 

 
Established 35 years 

Prompt and Professional 
Pontesbury based 

 
Tel: 01743 790046 

 
Mobile: 07970 010148 

Harry Coyle 
Landscaping 

Lawns, Hedges, Hardscaping, Decking,  
Slabs & Fencing 

hcoyle@live.co.uk 
Mob1. 07484 205 925 
Mob2. 07866 007 428

HOPE VALLEY RADIO 
01743 791 379 
07811 449 039 

* 
TWO WAY RADIO SALES & HIRE 

 
TV AERIALS 

SATELLITE DISHES 
REPAIRS 

SUPPLIED AND INSTALLED

3, STATION ROAD 
MINSTERLEY

A FRIENDLY SERVICE 
FROM 

JENNY, AVRIL & 
STACEY  

WHO WELCOME 
 CUSTOMERS 
 OLD & NEW

TUESDAY - 9 TO 3  
(BARBER 2 TO 8 - WALK IN SERVICE) 

WEDNESDAY - 9 TO 4 
THURSDAY - 9 TO 9 

FRIDAY - 9 TO 5 
SATURDAY - BY APPOINTMENT

Telephone: 
 01743 792 548 

 for an appointment - or just drop in!



Snailbeach District News - Issue 358

May 2019

Page 5

 
Just over a year ago, Chris Eldon Lee introduced me to Di Carrington, I wasn’t sure why - especially as I 
already knew her. However, a few weeks later it all became clear when he asked if I would take the role 
of Di in his new play ‘Atlantic Ladies’. 
 
The piece tells the story of three intrepid women Di and Sharon McGrath from Shropshire and Elaine 
Theaker from Abergavenny, who became the oldest women to row the Atlantic when they took part in 
the Talisker Whiskey Atlantic Challenge during the Winter of 2017-18, rowing from La Gomera in the 
Canaries to Nelson’s Dockyard in Antigua. 
 
Chris had met Di at Sal Tonge’s Boxing day party in 2016, Di told 
Chris she was going to row the Atlantic and Chris, after a large 
glass of red, said, “If you row it, I’ll write it…” 
I was absolutely delighted to be asked to play the part; I’d followed 
their progress and had tentatively asked Brian (Di’s husband) how 
she was doing during Sal’s Sunday morning Fit Club in Stiperstones. 
 
Rehearsals started in May 2018 and we soon became a well-honed 
team. Sal Tonge took the part of Sharon, Christina Cubbin, Elaine, 
Tim Baker played every man they met along the way, Brian 
Carrington played all things musical and Tim Hockly, much to his 
surprise, soon became our Stage Manager and general right hand 
man. 
 
As the rehearsals progressed it soon became clear just how 
determined, brave and generally awe inspiring the three women 
were, their courage couldn’t be underestimated. Doing justice to 
their epic adventure became really important to all of us. So much 
so, I was really nervous when Di and Sharon came to watch our 
first ‘stagger through’. To our immense relief, they loved it - despite 
the obvious need for a master class on our rowing technique.  
 
As the process progressed, we came across our own theatrical 
challenges; how on earth do we represent a £50,000 rowing boat? 
How do we bring various sea creatures to life (thanks to Pam 
Davies for working her magic with that) and crucially how do we 
demonstrate the use of ‘the bucket’ without putting the audience 
off their supper? Chris found some excellent opportunities to insert a song here and there and Brian soon 
became a master at creating sound effects and finding the odd jingle to pop in. We even had the support 
of a newly qualified choreographer Lucy Lowe to whip us into shape, and of course Maggie Love was 
always there to provide us with movement advice and support.  
 
September 2018, the tickets for our run at The Wightman Theatre started flying off the shelves (if that’s 
what they do?) and we soon realised that we might just sell out. Di Sharon and Elaine’s story had clearly 
captured the imagination of Shropshire folk, and they were keen to come and watch our retelling of it. 
The typical first night nerves made way for a play we all thoroughly enjoyed performing. We had some 
wonderful reviews and great feedback from the audiences each night, there was laughter, there were 
tears - and there was always a real Atlantic Lady on hand to answer questions after we’d crossed the 
finishing line.  
 
After the Wightman we took the play to Abergavenny, Market Drayton and Wellington and a little time 
later we were delighted to be asked to bring it to Theatre Severn this May. So, as I open my script again 
and blow the dust from the pages, I’m starting to eagerly anticipate being part of this amazing story once 
more. So, the Atlantic Ladies are preparing to launch again, this time we’re in Shrewsbury on May 8th 9th 
and 10th. The tickets are selling fast, so you could also come to The Charlton School in Wellington on the 
14th - as part of the town’s arts festival, if that’s no good you could always make a weekend of it and 
come to Aberdovey on the 17th or even Barmouth on the 18th. We’ll look forward to seeing you! 

AATTLLAANNTTIICC  LLAADDIIEESS

bbyy  JJoo  CCooxx  ooff  SSttiippeerrssttoonneess

pic: Mike Ashton

Ladies using ‘the bucket’
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 SHROPSHIRE GUNS
WANTED 

Any Shooting Related Items 
BEST ENGLISH SHOTGUNS 

EUROPEAN SHOTGUNS AND RIFLES 

GUN CASES 

CARTRIDGE BAGS AND GUN SLIPS 

TAXIDERMY 

CLOTHING 

SHOOTING STICKS 

GUN SAFES 

WILL CONSIDER BUYING MOST ITEMS 

VINTAGE MOTORCYCLES 

PLEASE CALL ANDY LLOYD ON 

  07477 824 689 

MANY GUNS IN STOCK 

SHROPSHIREGUNS@GMAIL.COM 

 
Professional Shooting Instructor 

Member of the Great Britain 

Shooting Team 

Gun Fitting Service 

Lewis Wealth Management Limited, 
St James’s House, Anchorage Avenue, 
Shrewsbury SY2 6FG
Office:    01743 444 700
Mobile:   07967 430 392
Email:      Neil.Lewis @ sjpp.co.uk
Web:     lewiswealthmanagement.co.uk

Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep 
up repayments on your mortgage.

With over 30 years experience, we offer friendly
professional advice on a wide range of financial 
services. 

Investment Planning
Retirement Planning
Inheritance Tax 
Planning
Intergenerational 
Planning
Mortgages

It’s important you make 
the right decisions.
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THIS MONTH IN THE GARDEN

Week 1 
...time to experiment... 
Many annuals make ideal and unusual ground-
cover plants, and nasturtiums, zinnias, cosmos 
and convolvulus can all be sown in their flowering 
positions in prepared beds now. Try planting 
drifts of dwarf nasturtiums under ornamental 
trees or on bare ground. They will quickly provide 
a welcome blaze of summer colour. 
Week 2 
...pruning... 
Cut off dead flower heads from shrubs such as 
kerria, ribes, spring-flowering spiraea and pieris. 
Lightly prune, removing any weak shoots 
completely, and shortening long ones. Clip 
hedges of Lonicera nitida and oval-leaved privet. 
Topiary and box balls need clipping now to 
maintain their shape. 
Week 3 
...in the herbaceous border... 
Continue staking tall plants such as delphiniums, 
oriental poppies and lupins and support the 
foliage of paeonies. Heleniums, Michaelmas 
daisies and golden rod will benefit if you pinch 
out their growing tips as this will encourage them 
to form bushy, self-supporting plants. 
Week 4 
...bearded irises are at their best... 
Tall bearded irises are at their best this month. 
Ensure that they are well supported and once 
they have finished flowering, cut back the stems 
and give a top dressing of general fertiliser. Trim 
the leaves of Iris unguicularis near to the ground 
so that the sun can bake and ripen the rhizomes.

©Judith Glover ‐ “Garden Days” 
You can buy Judith’s 2019 calendar at: 

www.judithglover.com

The first bendy straws were designed for use 
in hospitals. 
In 2017 , a book called Forty Minutes Late was 
returned to a San Francisco library 100 years 
late. 
The chances of surviving a heart attack 
increase when the top doctors are absent 
from the hospital attending important 
cardiology meetings. 
For the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, Marmite 
brought out a special edition called Ma’amite. 
Wonder Woman was created by the inventor 
of the lie detector. 
80% of the ‘Close Door’ buttons in lifts are just 
for show: the doors are on a timer. 
It’s illegal to swim in the River Seine in Paris. 
Ancient Egyptians mummified their cats and 
gave them mummified mice to torment in the 
afterlife. 
Honesty boxes with photos of eyes stuck on 
the wall next to them produce more money. 
There are an estimated 14,485 nuclear 
weapons in the world today. 
(6 x 9) + (6 + 9) = 69 
The Babylonians were doing trigonometry 
3,700 years ago. 
Poltergiest is German for ‘noisy ghost’. 
In 2006 a Greek court ruled it was no longer 
illegal to worship Greek gods.

Newsletter Donations  
Many thanks to those who sent us donations 

over the last month including: 
Liz Jackson 

Lynn & Neil Jones 
Carol and Graham McMillan 

If you wish to donate 
anonymously by direct bank transfer our 

details are: 
Sort code: 09-01-54 
A/C no: 05629702 

Otherwise donations can be left with 
Phil or Lara at  

the Stiperstones Inn  
or with Patrick at 5, Lower Works, 

SY5 0NY 
Help us  to  stay a  free,  secular  and independent 

publication serving the local community. 
Thank you.  
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FIT AFTER FORTY 
FIT AFTER FORTY 

With Sal 
Stiperstones’ very own Fitness Instructor 

Available for 1: 1’s and small group sessions. •
£20 per hour 
FIT CLUB Sundays 9 am Stiperstones School •
Playground. £6 a session 
‘OLD SKOOL 80’s AEROBICS’ Wednesdays       •
6 pm Snailbeach Village Hall. £6 a session 

Sal Tonge Tel 01743 792993   saltonge@outlook.com 
Like: Fit After Forty with Sal on Facebook

For all your domestic electrical 
installation and property maintenance

VPJ Electrics & Property Services

Contact Paul Jones 

Tel: 07976 909 434 

Email: vpjones40@gmail.com 
 

“No job too small” 
Free estimates

PLOuGh GaraGE Jack EvaNS & SONS 
EStabLIShEd 1919

Chapel Street, Pontesbury, SY5 0RJ

SERVICING & MOT’S 
TYRES & EXHAUSTS 
BATTERIES 
AIR CONDITIONING

Tel: 01743 790 270 

Web: www.ploughgarage.co.uk 

Email: ploughgarage@btconnect.com

Window Cleaning
AB

Window Cleaning

Tel. 01743 792261
Mob.  07983 619325

E-mail. adrian.beesty@sky.com
Windows   |   Conservatories   |   Reach and Wash System and Traditional   |   Gutter Cleaning

Domestic and Commercial   |   Free No Obligation Quotations

 

 

 

 

 

2 delightful self-catering holiday cottages 

in a spectacular and peaceful setting. 

Perfect for holidays, short breaks, visiting family 

and friends. 

 

www.hopeparkfarm.co.uk 
 

Contact: Jo Longstaff 

Tel: 07905 636569 

Email: jo@hopeparkfarm.co.uk

HH OPEOPE  P PARKARK  F FARMARM   
 Holiday Cottages 
Bentlawnt, Near Minsterley

MX  
REMOVALS

07887 804934
HOUSE REMOVALS 

HOUSE CLEARANCES 
RUBBISH REMOVED 

SINGLE ITEMS 
FREE QUOTES 

FULLY INSURED 

SHROPSHIRE

ANYWHERE - ANYTIME
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Chairman’s report 
from 
Ray Harper 

What’s on  
 

Wednesday 8th May to Friday 10th May 
7.30pm 

Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury 
ATLANTIC LADIES 

Tickets £15 
The true story of three women in a boat 

(two from Shropshire and one from 
Wales) who bravely became the oldest 

female team to row right across an ocean 
 

Sunday 5th and 12th May 
6pm to 8pm 

Worthen Village Hall  
Bowling Green 

A Bowling Taster 
A crown green bowling taster 

All equipment provided. 
All ages and abilities are welcome. 

 
Wednesday 8th May 10.30am-12.30am 

The Bog Visitor Centre 
Willow Weaving 
 with Cathy Preston 

£20 
Call 01743 792484 or 

drop in to the Visitor Centre 
 

Thursday 16 May, 7.30pm  
Pontesbury Public Hall 

‘Spring into the Garden’ 
Pontesbury & District Gardeners  

A social evening. Free admission and 
refreshments. 

 
Saturday 18th May,  

7.30pm ‘til late 
Snailbeach Village Hall 

Jordan Brown Accoustic 
& Disco 

£10 adult - £5 children 
Bar and raffle 

Tickets available in advance from Claire 
Corfield 01743 792307, 07773 628025 

(text) or facebook messenger 
In support of FoSS 

 
Sunday 26th May 2018 

10.30am to 2.30pm 
 St Giles Church Hall 

Sutton Way, 
Shrewsbury SY2 6EF 

Grand Plant Sale 
 Hardy and half hardy plants; some bulbs, 

trees and shrubs. 
 

During last month there was an unfortunate incident that 
left us with a broken fence around the play area. (See 
Newsbrief, page 3 – Ed.) This has, therefore, added to our 
list of things to be dealt with in our attempts to bring the 
play area up to standard. However every cloud has a silver 
lining and this now gives us the opportunity to enlarge the 
entrance gate giving access to wheelchairs and buggies, 
making the area even more  ‘all inclusive’. We are trying to 
arrange a working party for a weekend after Easter- all 
volunteers are welcome, although this may already have 
taken place prior to you reading this. We will be rebuilding 
the fence, sanding and painting the existing equipment, 
and undertaking any repairs that are necessary - all in 
preparation for the introduction of a brand new train 
engine which is to be installed in May. I would like to give 
special thanks to J H Evans Morris Minor & Classic Car 
Repairs (aka Jonathan Evans) and his contact Border 
Automotive who between them have procured and 
donated more than enough paint for our needs.  

Anita Evans herself has not been letting the grass grow 
under her feet and managed to successfully apply for a 
‘grassroots’ grant from Shropshire RCC of £500 to assist 
with the refurbishment of the play area. Meanwhile the 
ever reliant Pam Bickley has, on behalf of the committee, 
applied for and received a grant of £999 from the Parish 
Council. Obviously some of this will be needed to 
accomplish the work we are currently undertaking but it 
does mean we are again beginning to build funds for the 
next stage and hopefully we will be able to report another 
purchase for the play area in the not too distant future. 

The editor’s requirements mean I have to submit this 
report before I actually know the outcome but I hope we 
had an exceptionally successful Supporters’ Day and Easter 
Funday and that you were able to attend and enjoyed the 
day. The actuality will be reported next month. 

(Sorry Ray, I’m merely the slave to our printer’s deadlines! 
Ed.)      

My doctor told me that jogging could add 
years to my life. He was right—I feel ten years 

older already.
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Balti Spice 

 
Bangladesh Restaurant & Takeaway

the Old bake house, brookside, Pontesbury, Shropshire. 
 SY5 0QF 

Tel: 01743 791 848 
Open every evening 

5.30 pm to 11.00 pm 
15% off all collected takeaway orders over £12 

Free home delivery within a 3 mile radius 
Sunday & Wednesday night specials  

4 course meal - £9.95 
Papadoms, Starter, Main Course, Rice or Nan 

(Eat in only. Excludes seafood and duck dishes) 

Fully Licensed
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On a sunny Sunday afternoon, Snailbeach Village Hall was 
transformed into a clothes boutique and tea shop for the Grand 
Clothes Swap. Trusty volunteers assembled clothes rails, mirrors, rigged up changing rooms and 
delicious cakes rolled in. Clothes swappers arrived at 2 pm with bags of good quality clothes that 
maybe they were tired of or just didn’t fit any more.  These were sorted into sizes and hung up whilst 
punters enjoyed Prosecco afternoon teas and listened to music from Brian Carrington. 
When the clothes were all hung, then the swapping, rummaging, trying on, laughing, wriggling in 
and out of armfuls of clothes began. There were accessories and shoes available and Pam Davies’ 
sewing machine was busily whirring away making alterations.  
People went away with bagsful of fun new outfits and one woman said to me, ‘I feel like I’m 
shoplifting!’ But of course, she wasn’t - £6 meant you could take part and give your wardrobe a new 
makeover. 
We had a small section for men and the 
teens revamped their look too! 
Most importantly, the event raised over 
£500 for Jatinga Valley School, which I 
visited as part of the North Indian tour 
of a play I was a musician in two years 
ago.  
This school is a little hut. It was built by 
parents, who are mostly illiterate 
themselves but knowing that the way 
forward is to give their kids the best 
education they can. It feels great to help 
them make a change. 
Ahung the visionary behind the school 
wishes to buy encyclopaedias and 
musical instruments ... and every penny 
will be used to make a difference.  
I know. I saw with my own eyes the bright minds and curiosity of his pupils as they lined up to meet 
us with scraps of red fabric for ties in that misty landscape and backdrop of accordion pleating 
mountains. 
Thanks to everyone who tirelessly helped, supported and swapped. We were a great friendly team!  
It was such such fun we‘ll do another one next spring - so start saving a bag of clothes to bring and 
swap and join in the fun! 
 

The Grand Clothes Swap 
from Sal Tonge

Sal Tonge, on the left back row, and the rest of the cast with 
the pupils from the Jatinga Valley School.

Ron Challinor 
We would like to thank everyone for attending the funeral 
service of ron challinor, for donations amounting to £326 for 
Snailbeach chapelyard funds. also thanks for all the kindness 
and sympathy shown on the loss of ron. 
Special thanks to Jean and derek, Geoff and trish for their 
support, to rev Shalome MacNeill cooper for a lovely service, to 
the bearers, ushers, organist and E. J. Francis, funeral directors. 
Finally, thanks to the the Stiperstones Inn for the lovely food at 
the village hall. 

thank you all from carol and Graham. 

Bog Visitor Centre 
Stiperstones 

 

Opportunities for part time 

paid staff and cake bakers 

 

Please contact 

01588 641019 

bogcentre@hotmail.co.uk 
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G Hall Chimney Sweep 
Brush & Vacuum Service 

01743 271 247 
 

45 Moneybrook Way 

Meole Brace 

Shrewsbury SY3 9NH

Nipstone Campsite
 

The Bog, SY5 0NJ 
Tel: 01743 792 073 

Email: timrm@mail.com

Small Friendly Campsite for tents, located 200 
yards off The Shropshire Way. Facilities include - 

toilets and hot & cold water. Campfires are 
permitted and firewood is available to buy. 

Dogs & Children Welcome. 
£5 per person per night. Under 5’s free.

S & D Garden Services 

Gardener Handymen 

If you need help with your garden, look no 

further!
 

Contact Darrell - 07340 716 311 

or Steve - 07799 468 898 

 

Lawn Mowing, Hedge Cutting and 

 General Garden Maintenance

We sell: Local & Exotic Meat, Game, Pies, 
Fruit, Veg, Cakes, Bread, Milk, Cheese, Tinned 

Goods, Cereals, Tea, Coffee, Sugar, Biscuits, 
Crackers, Crisps, Sauces, Jams & Pickles.

BBQ pack 1 £25.99 
4 Handmade Burgers 

4 Chicken Fillets 
4 Pork Steaks 

4 Sirloin Steaks 
 

Family Pack - £24.99 
400g Lean Diced 

Beef 
400g Mince Steak 

4 Handmade Burger 
1.5 kg Gammon 

Joint 
1 Large Chicken 

Gym Pack - £24.99 
6 Chicken Fillets 

6 Pork Steaks 
2 Sirloin Steaks 
500g Dry Cure 

Bacon 
 

Roast Pack - £29.99 
1kg Local Topside 

1kg Local Pork Joint 
1kg Gammon Joint 
2kg Large Chicken 

 

MSH Electrical Services 
All types of electrical work 
PAT Testing, LED Lighting 
Central Heating Systems 

Free Quotes 
35 Years Experience 

Mike Hockly 
Mob. 07961 278 028 
Tel. 01743 891 610 

email: hockly342@btinternet.com



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Just over 20 years ago I bought my first domain 
name, www.stiperstones.co.uk and began 
tentatively to design and create a website. 
The internet was still in its infancy and although I 
had studied computer programming many years 
before I had very few resources to build on.   
Most website designers at that time were relying 
on something called html, short for hypertext 
mark-up language.  This programming language 
had been originally designed to create an online 
encyclopaedia at the European Nuclear Research 
Centre, CERN at Geneva in the 1980s. It was only 
officially recognised as a tool for creating 
websites in 1995 and so had only been around for 
a couple of years when I started. 
 
Using html was like building a house from just 
bricks, wood, plastic and metal without any of the 
components like roof trusses, doors, windows, 
bathrooms and kitchens having been made for 
you.  You typed in lines of code, a mixture of 
words, numbers and very important punctuation 
like < > brackets, “ ” speech marks and / back 
slashes.  You could not see what this 
gobbledygook was going to turn into until each 
part of your web page was completed; one 
mistake and everything was all over the place or 
not even anywhere to be seen at all. 
 
It was not long before a WYSIWYG (don’t you just 
love all these acronyms) piece of software was on 
the market. Still available today ‘Dreamweaver’ 
provided a ‘what you see is what you get’ 
environment for your creativity. This meant that 
the parts of your website such as titles, picture 
boxes, grids and columns were already made for 
you and you could play around and watch them 
change colour, size, shape and position. 
 
Originally brought out in 1997 by a company 
called Macromedia, but now sold by the software 
giant Adobe Dreamweaver, it is still an industry 
standard today for PCs and Macs. By the early 

2000s I had mastered just enough of this new kid 
on the block to teach it at Shrewsbury College. It 
was not long however before the whizzkids who 
were driving the internet became impatient with 
the restrictions imposed by Dreamweaver and 
they were back to using a new gobbledygook 
called Javascript to make their websites sing and 
dance.  Javascript opened up a whole lot of 
‘coffee’ related computing tools such as ‘vanilla’ 
and ‘java beans’, making websites interactive and 
leading to the creation of the ‘app’. I have the 
books on my bookshelf but fortunately retired 
from teaching before I had to understand them. 
 
Do you have to be a computer geek to create 
websites today? Certainly not. Like IKEA web 
design has entered the flat package. The internet 
proliferates with online web tools where nearly 
everything has been done for you as 
advertisements on TV will testify. If you don’t 
want to get your hands dirty at all websites like 
‘Weebly’, ‘Wix’, and ‘Squarespace’ provide the 
templates and you just pick the style and the 
colours and enter the text. If you want to be a bit 
more independent, ‘Rapidweaver’ on the Mac or 
‘Wordpress’ on the PC offer the templates 
together with automated add-ons which can 
make your website indistinguishable from those 
of the big girls and boys. 
 
You can create the whole thing and have a web 
presence for free – so why not have a go.
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The Sammy Mail Column - with Geoff Sproson

Source: Digital Synopsis
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A M Batchelor Builders Ltd. 
Renovations, Extensions, Property Maintenance, Alterations and Hard Landscaping. 

Over 30 years of experience. Free estimates and advice.

A M Batchelor Builders Ltd. 
Coppice Farm 

Snailbeach, Shrewsbury, Shropshire. 
SY5 0NS 

Mobile: 07785 531 910 
Email: andybatch36@hotmail.com

Monday to Friday 8:30am to 5:30pm, Saturday 8:30am to 3:00pm

FLORISTS
Fresh flowers, plants and a large range of giftware items 

 
Main Road, Pontesbury, SY5 0PY 

01743 792333 

www.annewhysall.co.uk



Mr. Quips 
Corner
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I wish I’d said that...

How is it that I always seem to buy the plants 
without the will to live? 
For maximum attention, nothing beats a 
good mistake. 
Told my wife I wanted our kids every other 
weekend and she reminded me that we're 
married and live together so I'd have to see 
them every day. 
Always borrow money from a pessimist. He 
won't expect it back. 
R.I.P boiled water. You will be mist. 
If I wanted to kill myself I'd climb your ego 
and jump to your IQ. 
Apparently I snore so loudly that it scares 
everyone in the car I'm driving. 
I didn't say it was your fault, I said I was 
blaming you. 
A conclusion is the part where you got tired 
of thinking.

A little learning is a dangerous thing, but a lot 
of ignorance is just as bad – Bob Edwards. 
The biggest argument against democracy is a 
five minute discussion with the average voter 
‐ Winston Churchill. 
He was trying to save both his faces ‐ John 
Gunther.  
He is as good as his word - and his word is no 
good ‐ Seamus MacManus.  
He's so fat, he can be his own running mate ‐ 
Johnny Carson.  
No more sense of direction than a bunch of 
firecrackers ‐ Rob Wagner.  
A joke is a very serious thing ‐ Winston 
Churchill.  
A well-developed sense of humour is the pole 
that adds balance to your steps as you walk 
the tightrope of life ‐ William Arthur Ward.  
The nice thing about egotists is that they 
don't talk about other people ‐ Lucille S. 
Harper.  
He loves nature in spite of what it did to him - 
Forrest Tucker.  
I love Mickey Mouse more than any woman I 
have ever known ‐ Walt Disney 
He was born stupid, and greatly increased his 
birthright ‐ Samuel Butler. 

My wife just found out I 
replaced our bed with a 
trampoline; she hit the 
roof.

 SNAILBEACH WI 
We’re already four months into our 2019 
programme and what diverse meetings we have 
had.     
January: We heard first-hand what it was like to 
row across the Atlantic and set a record for being 
the oldest to do so. I don’t think there was anyone 
in the audience who would have changed places.  
February: A visit from ‘Thighs the Limit’, an 
independent tiny shop in Mardol, Shrewsbury. 
The owner came with a variety of legwear and 
gave us a most entertaining evening and lots of 
advice on hosiery. 
March:  We welcomed three members of 
Operation Sabre who are ex Fire personnel who 
give an enormous amount of time and effort in 
transporting aid in old fire engines to Romania. 
This is a charity we have supported. We watched a 
film show and were able to see what pleasure was 
given to the elderly and young in receiving all the 
gifts that had been made or bought for them, 
many of the items that we take for granted. 
During April our members have been doing our 

yearly litter pick. So far 18 bags have been 
collected. It’s so sad that people cannot 
appreciate the lovely area we live in and can’t be 
bothered to take their litter home and even 
worse, scatter their chip papers within hours of 
litter picking! 
Our most recent meeting in April was a talk by 
Edgton Verges Project. They are a small group of 
local villagers trying to save the hedgerows and 
verges wild flowers and plants that could well be 
lost as councils and farmers are unaware of the 
damage caused to them from overcutting and not 
removing the cuttings, thereby causing the roots 
to rot. 
May is our resolution month when one of the 
subjects will be public transport cuts. Very topical 
as we are facing cuts to our 553 service. 
So far this year we have had two ‘Little Extras’. 
Lunch at Origins based at London Rd. College and 
a Ten Pin Bowling evening followed by a meal out. 
Visitors always welcome. 
 Joyce Graves ‐ 01743 891901      
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For advice on planning and 
pre-paid funeral plans.

01743 344646
133, LONGDEN COLEHAM, 

SHREWSBURY SY3 7DN 
www.pughsfuneraldirectors.com

COPYCOPYCOPYCOPY

 
Commercial Printing 

* 
Business & Personal 

Stationery 
* 

Ultra High-Speed Copying 
* 

Design Service 
* 

High Quality 
Digital Colour Printing 

* 
Full Colour Envelopes 

 
130 Longden Coleham, Shrewsbury 

01743 360424 
www.copy-write.co.uk
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QUIZ TIME from 
Jenny Alldridge  

from The Library Owl
There are two themes for May, craft and local 
history. The ‘Get Creative festival’ runs from 11th to 
19th May, encouraging people to try their hand at 
something new and creative, we will have displays 
and demonstrations of some local crafts. Local 
History Month is a national theme, the U3A group 
will display their local area projects, and we hope 
to have an event for them to discuss their findings 
and research with other customers (this might 
involve tea and cake!) It will also be a good 
opportunity to come and have a look at all the 
local Shropshire books that are available to borrow, 
some of which have come to light during my recent 
stock take.  
We will be holding our first LEGO AFTERNOON on 
Thursday 30th May (Half Term). There will be a 
large box of Lego in the library for children to play 
with and create. It will be suitable for children over 
3 years old. We hope to make it a regular activity 
throughout school summer holidays, with theme 
afternoons. Keep an eye out for posters with 
details.  
For the ‘pre-schoolers’, please come along and join 
Jenny for her entertaining Rhyme Time Thursday 
16th May at 2.30 pm 
Opening Hours:  
Monday        10am-1pm  
Tuesday       10am-1pm & 2pm-5pm  
Thursday      2pm-5pm  
Saturday       10am-1pm   

News from 

Pontesbury Library
still in second place in order to gain promotion 
into division one next season.   (Aston on Clun 
were in sixth place in that division also with 322.) 
The County is divided into four sections 
geographically for the first six rounds, and into 
two divisions by merit, only coming together for 
the final at one of the largest village halls. At the 
end of set five we had 43 points and Bayston Hill 
had 39. In the final set we scored eight out of 
twelve, and, as the final scores were not 
announced, we cannot know until later on 
whether we or Bayston Hill came out ahead. We 
were only told that Rushbury and Cosy Hall came 
top on the night with 58 points, having been in 
second and third place in division one;  Kinnerley 
had 54 points, and were awarded the wine, as 
the highest scoring team who had not previously 
won it during the season. Hope were the top 
team in our section. Trefonen were top of the 
second division. and Harmer Hill A, Trefonen and 
Rushbury were all top of their respective 
sections. 
This is all we know, so we just have to wait and 
see the final outcome at some later date. 

On Friday 5th April 41 teams went to Minsterly 
Parish Hall for the final quiz of the season. Ray 
Harper joined us for the first time and proved to 
be a very useful member of the team; the others 
were myself, Dave Fitzhugh and Julian Bromhead.   
We scored a total of 51 on the night, but, 
frustratingly, we do not know where we stand in 
the league because the final scores were not 
given out at the end of the evening. 
Going into the final we were in second place in 
the second division with 322 points;  Trefonen 
were in first place with 335 and Bayston Hill were 
in third with 317, so we were hoping to come out 

Mind Bogglers – courtesy GCHQ© 

1.Yesterday the baker was decorating an 
unusual birthday cake. Her ingredients were 3oz 
marzipan, 6 juniper berries, 5oz mayonnaise – 
and 4 of what sort of fruit? 

2.Which is the odd one out? Bleak, Great, 
Hard, Little, Twist. 

3.What word could follow: Squabble, Anecdote, 
Waveform, Toughest, Demijohn, Reckless, ? 

4.What are the missing letters? SUN?????SUN 

5.At a birthday party none of the children who 
came were aged 4 or less. Four of them were 
aged 5, nine of them were 6 and one each were 8 
and 9. How many 7-year olds attended? 
Answers on page23. 
 

Not as many puzzles this month, but I think 
you’ll find them extremely difficult! Thanks to 
Malcolm Dunbar of The Hollies, Stiperstones.  

"We are made wise not by the recollection of 
our past, but by the responsibility for our 
future." George Bernard Shaw



 
 
 

Recycle your old scrap metal 

 
Washing Machines, Cookers, Cars, vans, Cast, 

Brass, copper, lead, batteries, cable, farm 

scrap, old central heating systems, etc. 

 

 

No load too big or too small 

Free Collection! 

 

 

Call - 07989 050 276 

Or -  01743 791 493
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Tom Griffiths
Mobile: 07859 335135

Bookings: 07718 275150
Covering Shropshire, Mid & West Wales

Fully Insured

The Flower Shop
3, Station Road, Minsterley 

Tel: 01743 791 860 
Email: 

theflower.shop@aol.com

Fresh Flowers, Plants, Greetings 
Cards, 

Wrapping Paper, Helium Balloons, 
and  

Much More

SWS Broadband, Brook House, Pennerley, Shrewsbury SY5 0NE 

0333 7000 227 | connect@swsbroadband.net 

SWS Broadband 
Your Local Internet Service Provider. . . 

Connecting Shropshire since 2005 
 

 

 
Affordable 

Reliable 

Flexible 

High Speed 

from £24/month 

Further savings with VoIP phone 

Choose the bandwidth you require 

Change service without penalty 

From 10Mbps to 30+Mbps 

Choose the bandwidth that suits you 

In-house technical support  

99.99% availability 
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Curlew Country launches vital raffle 
In aid of the Curlew Country Appeal and to help us reach £10,000 to draw down match funding from 
the Whitley Animal Protection Trust, Curlew Country are holding a raffle! Launched on the 21st April 
(World Curlew Day), it will be drawn 1 month later, on the 21st May.  

The money raised will go towards the continuation of the project’s vital curlew recovery work. In 2019 
we are planning to continue with headstarting, to further boost the population. In 2018, 21 curlew 
chicks were reared and released, a first for the project and the UK. This year we hope to increase that 
number, through the use of better equipment and added expertise.  

The first prize will be the beautiful hand carved curlew headed 
walking stick, kindly donated by Wuzzlewood Woodcraft. The 
maker is a retired IT manager living on Gower, and now a maker of 
carved wooden items. He has been making sticks for over 3 years 
and Is a member of the South Wales Stickmakers, where he has 
honed his skills and learnt the traditions of walking stick crafting. 
The head is carved from locally sourced Lime, painted with wood 
stains and acrylics and detailed using a pyrograph. The shank is 
made from local hazel, and both are then finished with a varnish 
to protect it from wear. These are a collector’s item, but are 
designed to be used for walking, hiking, hunting, shooting or 

wading.  

The second prize is a limited-
edition curlew print from artist 
Owen Williams. Owen is a 
professional sporting and wildlife 
artist, with a particular passion 
for woodcock that has led to him training to catch and ring these 
elusive birds. The self-taught artist is inspired by his time growing up 
in the countryside, drawing on a childhood spent hunting, fishing and 
exploring a landscape full of a huge variety of flora and fauna. As well 
as creating beautiful watercolour studies and scenes, Owen also 
works with bronze to create stunning Woodcock sculptures. The sale 

of these bronzes helps to fund the purchase of geo-locator tags which are fitted to Woodcock to track 
their movements and gather valuable data. 

The third prize is a private tour of Snailbeach Lead Mine for up to 6 people, led by Andrew Wood. A 
member of the Shropshire Mines Trust, Andrew is well versed in the rich mining history of the area. 
Find out more about the remains of the mine buildings, their purpose, the people who lived and 
worked here and the mines importance to Shropshire. The tour will also include the opportunity to 
enter the mine levels themselves.  Raffle tickets will cost £5 
each, and there will be a ticket limit of 150. If you are 
interested in purchasing a ticket you can visit local venues 
(Stiperstones Inn, The Bog Visitor Centre and more!) in 
South Shropshire or contact us for more information. E-mail 
curlewcountry@gwct.org.uk or phone 01743 296100. You 
can find out more about the projects work by visiting our 
website, www.curlewcountry.org. 

1st. prize - a hand carved curlew 
headed walking stick

2nd prize - limited edition 
curlew print from artist Owen 

Williams

Source: Curlew Country
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CHEERS Elsie!   Pat Carr poured us all a sherry and we raised our 
glasses to toast a remarkable lady. 
 
We were standing outside No.22 Snailbeach, round the bend 
from the Locomotive Shed, which used to be the Post Office 
where Elsie Rowson, the last postwoman to deliver on foot to 
cottages high up on the 
Stiperstones, sorted the mail 
from 1958 to 1971. Her 
round of up to 11.5 miles 
took her more than four 
hours every day except 
Sundays and in all weathers. 
 
It was recreated some years 
ago and given the name 
Elsie’s Walk.  Since then Pat, 

Elsie’s daughter, has received many requests to do this walk again 
and on April 06 she was joined by her sister Sue Sproson as a total 
of 30 people of all ages set off down Shop Lane to retrace Elsie’s 
footsteps. Pat had warned us to bring waterproof clothing and 
footwear because the route would be very muddy in places. Too 
right! 
 
A fascinating route lay ahead, down to Lower Works Lane, past 
Snailbeach Farm and Prospect House, where the Earl of Tankerville 
and his family stayed during 1906/07, and back round to the mine 
site before setting off on the climb up Lordshill. On the way we changed levels a few times before 

struggling in slippery conditions up a steep 
slope to re-join the road and arriving at 
Lordshill Farm and Lordshill chapel, which was 
used in the filming of the Hollywood movie 
based on Mary Webb's legendary Shropshire 
novel ‘Gone to Earth’ and in which several 
locals appeared as extras. 
 
It was an idyllic scene but only a taste of what 
was to come as we set off down the track 
leading to Upper Vessons Farm - the land 
known as the Prison Farm when it was worked 
during the 1960s by inmates ferried in from 
the Dana Prison in Shrewsbury. Then, after 

negotiating lots of mud, we were off below the Hollies and through some tranquil and picturesque 
scenery, gaining views of places we don’t normally see, like Hugleth Hill. 
 
Soon we reached the area of The Paddock, a settlement abandoned in mid-20th Century. Interesting 
piles of rubble but nothing identifiable to us.  No trace, it seemed, of the Meeting House, where 
Methodists came to worship. The Paddock brings back memories of Methodist Camp Meetings, where 
once a year local chapels held an open-air service on the hillside. Perkins Beach chapel maintained this 
tradition until recent years. 

Elsie’s Walk

Elsie on her round has time for a chat 
with Coleen Payne's daughter Sharon.  

Raising a glass to Elsie. Pat's sister Sue 
Sproson is on the left.

A massed send-off for the walkers at Lordshill Farm

with Roy Anderson
pic: Roy Anderson

pic: Roy Anderson

pic from Sue Sproson
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I thought of Elsie walking this route, all 
alone among such grandeur, and 
watching it gradually get shorter as the 
cottagers left one by one. 
 
We had been gaining altitude all the 
time but then found the track below 
Shepherd’s Rock, soon reached 
Blakemoorgate and stopped for lunch 
among the recently restored miners’ 
cottages, opening the next day for the 
first time this year.  It would have been 
nice to have had a peek inside. These 
gems are a delight, both inside and 
out, well worth the direct trek up from 
Snailbeach to take a trip back in time. 
The cottages are open on the first 
Sunday of each month between April 
and October, 11am – 3pm. 

 
Lunch over, we headed back towards Shepherd’s Rock, passing the last of the snow which had fallen 48 
hours previously and turned down towards the area I was told was called The Saddle, at the apex of 
Perkins Beach and Mytton Dingles. The view here was stupendous and 
while Pat pointed out where her mother trekked up to the top of Jacob’s 
Ladder I stood at the edge and drank it all in. Though a veteran of many 
Devil’s Chair Dashes, I had never been at the top of Mytton Dingle before 
and marvelled at the sheer dramatic scale of it.  This was the scene of 
the Whitley bomber crash on February 15 1944 in which five aircrew 
died, an event commemorated by a plaque unveiled at the bottom of the 
dingle in 2009. 
 
Time to press on down Perkins Beach Dingle, making the steep descent 
in good time despite the need to tread carefully. And then our historic 
walk, with depleted numbers (because some had had to leave at various 
points for important things like Shrewsbury Town’s football match!) came 
to an entirely predictable stop. We had reached the Stiperstones Inn and 
went in for some rest and refreshment. Not what Elsie would have had 

time for but, hey, 
this is 2019.    
 
There was another 
unexpected and nice 
memory of our day 
when Elsie’s 
granddaughter Lara, 
landlady at the pub, 
came into the bar 
and presented us all 
with a piece of her whinberry cake. 
 
The temptations of the Inn 

proved too much for some of the remaining walkers but Pat and three others of us 
set out again to complete the stretch back to Snailbeach. It had been a wonderful 
occasion, full of vivid and vibrant snapshots and it didn’t matter that we didn’t do 
all of the exact route and diversions. Pat observed that Elsie, who died in 2013 
aged 89, would have been thrilled and amazed (or, in her own words, “tickled 
pink”) that we were doing it anyway.

Heading down to the top of 
Mytton Dingle

Time for a lunch stop at Blakemoorgate.

pic: Roy Anderson

pic: Claire Corfield

There was a lot of water!

pic: Roy Anderson
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John Powell’s  
Home Improvements 

For any Plastering, Tiling, 
Plumbing  

and  
General Maintenance. 

 
Can also fit kitchens and 

bathrooms.  
 

Fully Insured. 
 

NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL 
 

Call John on  
Home: 01743 791 627 
Mobile: 07838 015 005

Tankerville 

 Pottery and Gallery 
 

Excellent selection 
of: 

Paintings, Cards, 
Crystals, Stoneware 

Pottery, Oven to 
Tableware, Bread 

Crocks. 
 

Super Presents at 
Reasonable Prices! 

 
Tankerville Pottery & Gallery 

Pennerley, Stiperstones. 
SY5 0NB 

Tel: 01743 791 580 
www.tankervillegallery.co.uk

  
  

STATION ROAD, MINSTERLEYSTATION ROAD, MINSTERLEY  
  

KK EE BB AA BB SS,,   PP II ZZ ZZ AA SS,,     
BB UU RR GG EE RR SS,,   

  FF II SS HH  &&  CC HH II PP SS  

Tel: 01743 791 827 
 

Telephone orders welcome 
 

Monday & Tuesday Special 
Two 9” or 12” pizzas for £10

GLADRAGS 
 
 
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

New & Used Dress Agency 
Call in to see our selection of 

quality classic, casual & designer 
clothing and accessories at 

affordable prices 
 

Spring is just around the corner! 
Time to re-vamp your wardrobe. 

We have now taken in quality used 
clothing and accessories for the 

spring season. 
Should you require our ‘collection 
and return’ service for a complete 

wardrobe clearance, please call 
one of our team for information. 

 
UPSTAIRS AT 

CONNECTIONS STORE, 
SHREWSBURY ROAD, 

PONTESBURY, SY5 0QD 
Visit our Tea Room for 

 Ladies that Lunch! 

T: 01743 790600 
M: 07795 592716 

Evenings: 01743 791935 
E: sue.lindsay@stiperstones.net 



Snailbeach District News - Issue 358

May 2019

Page 23

Snailbeach White stars
from Jordan Knill 

1 Apricot – 3 MARzipan, 6 JUNiper, 5 MAYonnaise. Number refers to the month. Therefore 4 
APRil – fruit beginning with apr = apricot. 
2 Twist – All titles of Dickens novels. The first four are the first word, Twist is the second (Oliver 
Twist) 
3 calMNess or chiMNey, or firMNess etc. The middle two letters in the clues together give 
consecutive letters of the alphabet. So any word with MN together in the middle is the solution. 
4 M – Mercury, V - Venus, E – Earth, M – Mars, J – Jupiter. Planets in order of distance from the 
SUN. Finishing with Saturn, Uranus, Neptune. 
5 5 seven year-olds. Spell the age number in each clue. ie 4 were fIVe, 9 were sIX, one each of eIght 
and nIne. How many aged seVen? Note spelling each number of ages contains Roman Numerals 
corresponding to number of children. 

Answers to Puzzles & Posers from page 17

Do you want to get involved with your local club? 

Do you want to be part of a progressive and successful team? 

Are you willing to commit some spare time to helping your local club grow? 

Could you be the person to help this club reach new heights? 

Snailbeach White Stars are looking for your help. For more information please contact Jordan 
Knill (07748082905) or Martin Millington (07748415583) 

KIDS THURSDAY 
NIGHT FOOTBALL 

RESUMES... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Snailbeach White Stars kids 
football training will resume 

following the Easter Holidays at 
the club.  

The first session will take place 
Thursday 9th May, starting at 6:30 

and running until 7:30. 
 

Sessions cost £2 per child each 
week and refreshments are 
provided, including chips 

following the sessions. 
 

Ages 5-14. Old and new faces 
welcome, please spread the word! 
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Iyengar Yoga in Shropshire 

YOGA CLASS 

Snailbeach Village Hall 
Tuesdays 7.00 – 8.30 p.m. 

Suitable for all levels 
Pre-booking only 
For details contact:- 

Liz on 01743 790698 
Email: 

elizabethknowles1@googlemail.com 
 

 

Hignetts 
of 

Pontesbury Ltd 
Established 1919 

 
Family run fresh food retailers 

 
Locally sourced meat 

Fresh fruit and vegetables 
Fair trade foods 

Bread, pies, buns and cakes all  
baked on the premises daily 

 
Freshly filled sandwiches, 

baguettes and rolls 
 

Groceries at competitive prices 
Garden plants and flowers 

Compost and grow bags 
 

UPS parcel collection and 
delivery hub 

 
Tel: 01743 790 228 
www.hignetts.co.uk

Feel Good Feet
Foot Health Practitioner

Julie Foster
DipFH   MCFHP   MAFHP

Mobile foot treatments in the comfort 
of your own home

To book an appointment call

07772 086846
Routine home foot care visits include:

Toenail trimming - Corn removal - 

Callus reduction - Ingrown toenails 

- Fungal infection treatments - 

Verrucae - Cracked heal care - 

Diabetic foot care

I also do manicure, pedicure and 

nail gel varnish

Registered with the association of 
foot health professionals
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Rt Hon Philip Dunne MP 

House of Commons 

London 

SW1A 0AA 

02072192388 

www.philipdunne.com 

Philip Dunne

Letter from Westminster
May 2019

Adult social care  
South Shropshire is a great place to retire, as is well recognised. But over time this does create 
challenges, as the proportion of elderly people living here increases. Over 65s now make up 28.6% of 
our local population, compared to just 18% nationally. Remarkably, this has increased from 20.9% when 
I was first elected.  
The welcome reason for this increase is that we are living longer, healthier lives. The number of people 
aged 90 or over in South Shropshire has almost doubled since 2005, particularly driven by more men 
becoming nonagenarians, reflecting healthier lifestyle choices including reduced smoking rates. But 
clearly as we live longer, we are more likely to need health and social care support.  
Challenges around an ageing population are not unique to Shropshire, though are more pronounced in 
rural areas, given additional pressure around workforce planning and transportation. So a national 
approach is needed to ensure the most vulnerable receive the support they need in old age.  
At the end of March I met the Social Care Minister to discuss the Social Care Green Paper, which will 
consider a range of options to ensure our social care system meets the needs of our ageing society and 
is sustainable for the long term. 
I emphasised the need to ‘rural proof’ any policy changes, given the additional cost of providing services 
in rural areas, particularly pressing for social care providers. For example, in cities carers can move 
between appointments quickly, whereas in rural areas carers will be available for fewer daily 
appointments given time needed to travel between them.  
It is clear we need to be open to new ideas, and the Minister will invite responses to a consultation on 
the Green Paper. I shall work with rural groups and other rural MPs to make a powerful case for a more 
balanced system.  
We have already seen some recognition from government of the growing scale of the problem. Councils 
have been allowed to raise social care precepts to meet local statutory obligations. In the wider system 
an extra £650 million for social care in 2019-20 was included in last year’s Budget: £240 million to help 
people leave hospital when ready and receive the right care to meet their needs; and £410 million to 
improve local councils’ care offer for older people, those with disabilities, and children. 
But funding alone will not solve this significant challenge for any future government. Reform is needed 
to ensure health and social care services are better joined up, and that social care changes to meet the 
needs of an increasingly elderly population. Fortunately, technology opens up a world of possibility in 
delivering improved care at reduced cost.  
For example, Shropshire Council is one of the leaders in looking at innovative ways to meet the growing 
social care challenge. I am pleased it has launched a pilot in Broseley using technology to combat 
isolation, through schemes than do not replace human interaction but rather facilitate it. This type of 
innovation in care has led to national award nominations, showing Shropshire at the forefront of best 
practice. 
I know innovation through technology is a passion of the Secretary of State for Health & Social Care, so I 
hope that with his encouragement to embrace new thinking, coupled with local innovation here in 
Shropshire, we will adapt well to meeting health and social care needs of current and future 
generations.   
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T P Hockly 
Building Contractor 

Timber Framed Buildings & Extensions, 

Brickwork & Plastering 

Driveways, General Building Work & 

Building Maintenance 

Call Tim on: 01743 791 114 

Mobile: 07814 498 524

rESPONSIbLE dISPOSaL aNd 
rEMOvaL OF uNWaNtEd bEE aNd 

WaSP NEStS 
reasonable rates 

 
 
 
 
 

 
call tim hockly 07814 498 524

Heather Kidd 
Local Shropshire Councillor 

for 

Chirbury & Worthen 
including Snailbeach and 

Stiperstones 
Telephone: 01938 561 651 

Mobile: 07980 635 518 

Email: 

heather.kidd@shropshire.gov.uk 

Facebook: Heather Kidd  

www.heatherkidd.org.uk 

The Stiperstones Inn 

Open from 11.30am and serving food  
from 12pm - 9pm daily

www.stiperstonesinn.co.uk 
Tel: 01743 791 327
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NATURAL ENGLAND 
Notes from the hill 
Simon Cooter for Natural England staff at Rigmoreoak.

The Stiperstones bird walk, which is led by Leo Smith 
and myself is on Sunday 5th May this year, once again 
trying to beat our record count of 32 species. The walk 
starts at 9.30am from the Stiperstones NNR car park and 
lasts for about 3 hours. All abilities are welcome and it is 
free of charge. Some of the path is wet so please wear 
appropriate footwear. I am hopeful that we will beat the 
record this year as I have been seeing a few species that 
have been lacking in previous years such as reed 
buntings and lapwing in the car park. The cottages will 
also be open that day 11am to 3pm, so if you’re 
adventurous you could fit in both. 
 
Also look out for a Stiperstones walk by the ‘Common 
Cause’ project on the 12th May which Cath Landles will 
be leading to raise awareness and understanding of the 
many aspects and features of the common, including 
the practice of commoning.  
 
It is 20 years since the original launch of the Back to 
Purple project, whose aim was to conserve and restore 
heathland and other wildlife habitats and to enhance 
the landscape and visitor appreciation of the 
Stiperstones. The project was a partnership project between English Nature, Forestry Enterprise and 
the Shropshire Wildlife Trust. The aim of the project continues to this day, and so it seems very fitting 
that we have the opportunity to purchase an extension to the National Nature Reserve (NNR) at Windy 
Corner. The original project was funded through a grant by the Heritage Lottery Fund, but we have no 
such funding today so we are looking to the generosity of donors to raise enough funds for its purchase 
and restoration. 
 
Windy Corner is a piece of land at the south end of the nature reserve, between the road and the NNR, 
above the Bog. Being on the top of the ridge it is a key step towards the ultimate goal of having 
continuous heathland along the entire ridge. The idea being that an emperor moth caterpillar could 
crawl on uninterrupted heath from one end of the 10km ridge to the other. Of course the emperor 
moth would not be the only species to benefit from reducing the fragmentation of heathland. Once 
restored, there will be a carpet of purple heather, whinberries and cowberries which will attract lots of 
invertebrates such as green tiger beetle, bilberry bumblebee and green hairstreak butterfly. The 
heathland will benefit birds such as skylark, stonechat and cuckoo and reptiles like the common lizard.  
 
Windy Corner is located next to the Shropshire Way and once restored from improved pasture to 
heathland will be open to access like the rest of the reserve. We hope to involve the public in its 
restoration when we come to spread heather seed taken from the adjacent NNR. 
 
Natural England is appealing to everyone to help support the purchase and restoration of Windy 
Corner by making a donation online at http://easydonate.org/PURPLE or by texting:  
 

To donate £5, text PURPLE to 70970  To donate £10, text PURPLE to 70191  
 
Fundraising, payments and donations will be processed and administered by the National Funding Scheme (Charity No: 
1149800), operating as DONATE. Texts will be charged at your standard network rate. For Terms & Conditions, see 
www.easydonate.org   

Reed bunting
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Mobile Monday 

Hairdresser 
A s ta te  reg i s te red ha i rdresser 

offering a mobile service in your area 
on Mondays 

Call Avril: 07905 640 167 
  

Also available for  
salon appointments at : 

 Altro Capelli 
Pontesbury 

Tues & Weds - 9.30 am  to 5 pm 
01743 790 386 

   
Minsterley 

Thurs & Fri - 9am to 7pm 
01743 792 548 

 

Motor Ser
vices

Tyres, Exhausts, Bodywork 
Servicing & Pre‑MOTs etc. 

At Minsterley Motors, Stiperstones SY5 0LZ 

Telephone: 01743 791 783 

Mobile: 07810 232 309

                     PURPLE PUPPIES 
                            01743 792292   
                            07940 577685 

 

 Dog walking…. 
 Pet home alone visits…  
 Day-care (limited availability)  
 One to One Training  
 Raw food sales and advice 
 Perfect Fit Harness stockist 

 

 

 

Deb Gallimore APDT 01189 

debgallimore@outlook.com 
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The Young Adults and Little People’s Page
A page for all those who are young, or just young at heart 

Please send all contributions for this page to  editor.sdn@mail.com 
We’re looking for original writing (prose or poetry) and illustrations (cartoons, paintings, sketches) 

Open to all of you who are young, or young at heart. 
Give us your spin on the world!

This poem was nominated, by United Nations, as the best poem of 2006. 

It was written by an African child.  

When I born, I black  
When I grow up, I black  
When I go in sun, I black  

When I scared, I black  
When I sick, I black  

And when I die, I still black  
And you white fellow  

When you born, you pink  
When you grow up, you white  
When you go in sun, you red  

When you cold, you blue  
When you scared, you yellow  

When you sick, you green  
And when you die, you grey  

And you calling me coloured?  

A little girl came home from school and said to her mother: 
'Mummy, today in school I was punished for something that I didn't do.'  

The mother exclaimed, 'But that's terrible.  I'm going to have a talk with your teacher 
about this ... by the way, what was it that you didn't do?'  

The little girl replied, 'My homework.'  

Children's Comments on Love 
• When my grandmother got arthritis, she couldn't bend over and paint her toe 

nails anymore. So my grandfather does it for her all the time, even when his hands 
got arthritis too. That's love.  

• When someone loves you, the way they say your name is different. You just know 
that your name is safe in their mouth.  

• Love is when my mummy makes coffee for my daddy and she takes a sip before 
giving it to him, to make sure the taste is OK.  

• Love is what's in the room with you at Christmas if you stop opening presents 
and listen.  

• If you want to learn to love better, you should start with a friend who you hate.   
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A dedicated and independent veterinary 
practice that has been established in 

Shropshire for over 50 years, specialising in 
companion animal care.  

 
Natalie Morris BVSc MRCVS 

 
Website: 

www.malthouseveterinarygroup.co.uk 
Email:  

reception@malthouseveterinarygroup.co.uk

Telephone: 01743 791246  

 
GARDEN FURNITURE 

 FROM 
 RECYCLED TIMBER 

CHAIRS, COFFEE TABLES,  
BENCH SEATS etc. 

E-mail: servatory@hotmail.com 

Or call Graham on 01743 790 115 
WHEEL BARROW PLANTERS FROM £10

HAND MADE

 

J. Lewis &J. Lewis &  
SonsSons  

Coal Merchants 
Haulage Contractors 

Hardcore, Sand & Gravels 
 

Tel: 01743 791 366 
jlewisandsons@outlook.com

Gentle Flow Yoga 

Snailbeach Village Hall 

Be kind to your body & gentle on your mind 
 

Tuesdays 10 – 11.30am 
'Work a little harder' 

Suitable for those with some yoga experience 

 
Prior enrolment essential 

 
Please contact Caro on: 

Email: schiansky04@yahoo.com 
Tel: 01743 791742 

 
First session a free trial one for newcomers. 



Bus Services at risk 
Shropshire Council is running a consultation on 
cutting back more of our bus services. The Monty 
Bus – the 558- is safe (for now!) but they are 
looking to cut back services on the Shrewsbury - 
Bishop’s Castle service. This is the 553. If you 
know anyone who uses this bus to get to and 
from Bishops Castle, tell them to take part in the 
consultation on Shrewsbury Council’s 
website: https://shropshire.gov.uk/get-
involved/reduction-of-local-bus-service-subsidies-
financial-year-201920/  
We’ve lost too many bus services already! This 
consultation also raises the cost of the Park and 
Ride to £2 per person in a car. Would this stop 
you using the Park and Ride? Would it then be 
cheaper and more convenient for you to drive in 
and park? If so take part and tell them. 
 
Housing Needs Survey – this is continued for the 
next few weeks 
If you or any friend/ relation are in need of a 
home in our area (and it includes local people 
who wish to move back) the Housing Needs 
Survey has now been extended to the end of 
April. You can fill it in online 
https://www.righthomerightplace.co.uk/ or a 
paper one sent in the post. If you want a paper 
form contact me.  
 

Clusters and building homes. 
The Parish Council are working with the Rural 
Community Council to consult on the Clusters. 
There will be public meetings and then an 
independently run vote on the homes we need 
and which settlements should be the clusters to 
receive them. There will be information sent out 
nearer the time. It must be completed by 
October. 
 
The Pennerley BOAT 
The Byway Open to All Traffic (BOAT) from 
Pennerley to the National Nature Reserve will 
hopefully have some drainage work done on it 
next month. They  will have a digger to reinstate a 
ditch from near the top and also down to near 
the chapel to take run off away from the track. 
They  will also carry out resurfacing over the most 
worn areas. They (and I ) are crossing fingers 
there is no massive rain storm in the meantime! 
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Best wishes 
Heather  

Heather Kidd, Shropshire 
Councillor for Chirbury and 
Worthen 
Tel: 07980635518  
heather.kidd@shropshire.gov.uk  
www.heatherkidd.org

In a bid to brighten up the village next Spring, and in years to come, we think 
it would be great to plant some daffodils, snowdrops and other spring bulbs 
all along the verges between the two Stiperstones signs either end of the 
village. 
October is a good time for a bulb planting day to which everyone will be 
invited. Firstly, we need to raise cash to buy bulbs. 

Would you like to remember someone who has loved walking through the village? Or maybe 
celebrate the arrival of a new life of someone who is yet to walk through the village? Or mark a 
marriage/ achievement – any event at all. You can sponsor the fund and make a cash donation.  
Put the name of the person you are celebrating or remembering on an envelope and they will be 
published in the Snailbeach District News later in the year. Drop your envelope into the pub and Phil 
and Lara will keep them. Please mark your envelope ‘DAFFODIL PLANTING’. You can just donate, 
without a name. You could post donations through Tim Hockly’s letterbox, Brookside, Perkins Beach 
Dingle. 
We will be in touch later in the year with details of the planting day and a tea party afterwards. 
Suggestions/ advice gratefully received to: Tim Hockly Tel 791114 or Sal Tonge Tel 792992. 

Heather Kidd’s Report

Daffodil Planting in Stiperstones 
An idea from Tim Hockley & Sal Tonge 
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Crowning Glory 
 

 
 
 
 

Val would like to welcome 
 all customers old and new. 

  Fully qualified with over 35yrs experience in 
all aspects of hairdressing. 

Opening times: 
Tuesday - 9 to 5pm 

Wednesday - 9 to 5pm 
Thursday - 9 to 5.30pm 

Friday - 9 to 5.30pm 
Saturday – 9 to 1pm 

Bennett’s Business Centre, Main Rd, Pontesbury. 
Tel: 01743 790 008 

 
Join Val on Facebook @CrowningGloryPontesbury

hand controls 
 

left foot accelerators 
 

car boot hoists 
 

person hoists 
 

swivel seats 
 

secondary control  
systems ...and more! 

      Unit 11  
      Malehurst Industrial Estate 
      Minsterley, Shropshire 
      SY5 0EQ 
      info@allshropshiremobility.co.uk 

Offering a bespoke service to both 
Motability and private customers 

 
Tel:  01743 790 879 

Call: 07966 788791 

Quotations: 01743 792013 

www.benmorriselectrical.co.uk 
 

Efficient friendly service from an 

 experienced Electrician 
 

        ▪       Specialist in House Rewiring 
        ▪       Inspection & Testing of Properties 
        ▪       Extra Sockets & Lights installed  
                  (no job too small) 
        ▪       We will fit your own newly                            
                  purchased lights etc. 
        ▪       All work VAT free 
        ▪       Fully Insured 
        ▪       All work certified and notified to  
                  building control (Part P) 
        ▪       Free Quotations 
        ▪       Competitive Hourly Rates 

 
 

COMPLETE SERVICE AND REPAIR CENTRE 
 

 
-  

- -  
-  

 

-  
- -  
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PONTESBURY GARDENERS ASSOCIATION
Pontesbury & District Gardeners Association 

This year’s social evening, Spring into the Garden, 
will be on Thursday 16 May, opening at 7.30 pm 
in the Public Hall. Exhibitors will be: 
Chris & Bill Neil – plants 
Celia Wright – Plants 
Mynd Hardy Plants – Plants 
Rhona Owen – Jams & Chutneys + Veg & Buzzy 
Bee 
Mike & Terri Fletcher – Jams, chutneys etc, 
Shropshire Wildlife Trust  
Trading Post – various garden consumables 
Myfanwy Stelfox-Manley – Toy Animals 
Admission will be free, as will refreshments, but 
there will be an opportunity to donate to a local 
charity. 
 
Now is the time of year when you’ve started cutting 
the lawn. Many people are asking how to remove 
moss from their lawns, but if the weather keeps dry 
and warm then the moss will die back on its own. 
Moss thrives in damp shady conditions, so to avoid 
it coming back then spike the lawn to improve 
drainage and remove any overhanging branches to 
reduce the shading effect. Then feed the lawn with 
a good feed & weed so that the grass has the vigour 
to compete with any moss. Don’t forget that the 
lawn clippings can be composted; they are best 
mixed with shredded up cardboard or prunings, as 
well as veg peelings from the kitchen, and any an-
nual weeds that you have taken up from the bor-
ders. The compost, when it has fully rotted down 
can be added to your borders to improve the soil 
structure. 
 
Any other materials for the garden can be obtained 
from The Trading Post which is situated in the Old 
Station Buildings on Station Road and is open every 
Saturday from 9.30 to 12 noon. 

Mobile Library times: 
Alternate Wednesdays 

May 8th and 22nd 
Snailbeach village hall ‐ 14:00 ‐ 14:20 

Stiperstones school ‐ 14:30 ‐ 15:10

Sudoku:  
A puzzle in which players insert the numbers one 
to nine into a grid consisting of nine squares 
subdivided into a further nine smaller squares in 
such a way that every number appears once in 
each horizontal line, vertical line, and square. 

There seem to be two main types of 
people in the world, crosswords and 

sudokus. 

By popular demand we now give you 

SUDOKU 

 
 
 

3 9  4  6    
  7    3  2
  6 3 7  5   
  3  4 9    
7 6     4 5  
9  4  6 7  1  
1 5   3   2 6
4         
  9   2  4 7

 8 3   2    
  9 4   6   
5   9   3   
1   8    3 2
6  2  3 4    
4   5 2   6 7
3 7 1 2      
9 2     7  4
8   1 6     

I have been assured that these are only ‘medium’ 
difficulty puzzles. If you find them too easy, then 

let me know and I’ll give you some hard ones.
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The Bungalow,  
Weston Road,  
White Gritt, 
Minsterley, 
Shrewsbury, SY5 0JJ 

Phone: 07815 801 871 
Fax: 01588 650 386 
johnbebb@hotmail.co.uk 
johnbebbconstruction.co.uk

LL OGSOGS  F F OROR  S S ALEALE

Free delivery on bags 
within 10 miles.  

Nets for collection.

Bulk Bag & Net Suppliers

Phone: 07815 801 871 
Fax: 01588 650 386 
greenacreslogs@hotmail.com

Order your bag (or multiple bags), fill them with 
your waste and leave them in a vehicle 

accessible place, call us and we will collect. 

CHEAPER & EASIER THAN A SKIP!

£72 Inc VAT for bag & collection. Discounts on 
multiple bags from the same address at the 

same time

JJOHNOHN  W. F. B W. F. BEBBEBB  
SMALL TOOL & PLANT HIRE 

07815 801 871 

Phone for details on all Tools & Plant.  
Delivery available.

Mini Digger £50 

High Lift Dumper £40 

Magic Screed £40 

Bull Float £30 

Wacker Plate £30 

Stihl Saw from £25 

Pointing Guns £10 

Grinders from £15 

Welder/Generator £50 

Trailer Hire from £15 

And much more!

Danny Bebb 

The Bungalow,  
Weston Road,  
White Gritt, 
Minsterley, 
Shrewsbury, SY5 0JJ 

Phone: 07815 801 871 

Fax: 01588 650 386 

Email: 

johnbebb@hotmail.co.uk

building, civil Engineering & Surfacing contractor

JOHN W.F. BEBB
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WORTHEN AND BROCKTON 

 
BOWLING CLUB 

INVITE YOU TO A BOWLING TASTER SESSION              
TO BE HELD AT OUR PICTURESQUE BOWLING GREEN 

BEHIND THE VILLAGE HALL IN WORTHEN 
 

SUNDAY 5TH AND 12TH OF MAY 6-8PM 
ALL EQUIPMENT WILL BE PROVIDED,                      

ALL YOU NEED IS A PAIR OF FLAT SOLED SHOES 
WE ARE AN INCLUSIVE CLUB AND ALL AGES 

AND ALL ABILITIES ARE WELCOME 

 
For more info. Call Tony on 01743 892890 

Friends of Stiperstones School 
Proudly Present 

 

Jordan Brown Acoustic 
 

Snailbeach  
Village Hall 

 
Saturday May 18th 

 
Disco from 7.30pm, 

Live music from 
around 9pm 

 
Licenced Bar, Raffle 

 
 

Tickets £10 adult, £5 children, £25 Family (2 adults/3 
children) to include baked potato supper and sweet. 

 
Tickets available in advance from 
Claire Corfield call 01743 792307, 

text 07773 628025 or Facebook messenger. 
 

Please book early to avoid disappointment 
 

Raising money for Stiperstones School Funds 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 29th June 2019 
10 am to 12:30 pm 

 

Snailbeach Village Hall 
 

Coffee & Cake £2 on entrance 
Numerous stalls 

Raffle 
 

Please come and support our church 
Prizes and donations welcome 

 
Further information contact 
 Joan Evans 01743 791374 

St Luke’s Church 
 Snailbeach

Coffee Morning

PLANT HERITAGE SHROPSHIRE GROUP 
CONSERVING THE DIVERSITY OF GARDEN PLANTS 

 

GRAND PLANT SALE 
 

St Giles Church Hall 
Sutton Way, 

Shrewsbury SY2 6EF 
 

Signed from Wenlock Road and old bypass 
 

Sunday 26th May 2018 
10.30am – 2.30pm 

 
 

Admission and car parking free 
Refreshments available 

 
Hardy and half hardy plants; some bulbs, 

trees and shrubs. 
 

Many rare and unusual plants at 
reasonable prices
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Telephone: 01743 791 208 
(8am - 5pm Monday to Friday) 

Email Address: john@minsterleymotors.co.uk 
Website: www.minsterleymotors.co.uk

2A, The Farriers, Annscroft, Shrewsbury SY5 8AN
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Minster leyMinster ley   
MotorsMotors  

is a family run 
business and 
has been an 

established part 
of the Shropshire 
scene for many 
years. If it’s a 
friendly and 

eff icient 
service you are 
looking for, you 
need not look 

any further than 
M ins ter leyMinster ley   

MotorsMotors ..   
We will be 
delighted to 

provide you with 
a 

comprehensive 
quotation at 
guaranteed 
prices for all 

types of coach 
hire and coach 
travel and for 
any size of 

group. 
01743 791 208

 

Pontesbury Shop 08:50 Ludlow Assembly Rooms 13:15
Minsterley 08:55 Craven Arms 13:30

Hope 09:00 Long Meadowend 13:35
Gravels 09:03 Aston on Clun 15:17

White Grit 09:05 Lydbury North 13:50
Lydham 09:10 Little Brampton 14:00

Bishops Castle 09:15 Clunton 14:02
Colebatch 09:20 Clun 14:05

Clun 09:35 Colebatch 14:20
Clunton 09:38 Bishops Castle 14:25

Little Brampton 09:40 Lydham 14:30
Lydbury North 09:50 White Grit 14:35
Aston on Clun 10:03 Gravels 14:37

Long Meadowend 10:05 Hope 14:40
Craven Arms 10:10 Minsterley 14:45

Ludlow Assembly Rooms 10:25 Pontesbury 14:50
Does not run on Bank Holidays except Good Friday

745  Mondays and Fridays only 

 

775  Tuesdays only 
                Pontesbury Shop 09:30 Newtown 13:50

Minsterley 09:35 Kerry 14:00
Plox Green 09:38 Sarn 14:10

Hope 09:40 Blue Bell 14:15

Gravels 09:45 Church Stoke 14:20
White Grit 09:48 Bishops Castle 14:35
Llan Turn 09:51 Bishops Castle 14:40

Bromleys Mill 09:55 Lydham 14:43

Lydham 09:57 Bromleys Mill 14:45

Bishops Castle 10:00 Llan Turn 14:49
Bishops Castle 10:05 White Grit 14:52
Church Stoke 10:20 Gravels 14:55

Blue Bell 10:25 Hope 15:00
Sarn 10:30 Plox Green 15:02
Kerry 10:40 Minsterley 15:05

Newtown 10:50 Pontesbury 15:10

Pontesbury - Ludlow - Pontesbury
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Quaker Meetings 
 Shrewsbury Quaker Meeting House 

Corporation Lane, Coton Hill, 
Shrewsbury, SY1 2NU 
10.30 am every Sunday 

Clun Valley Quaker Meeting 
The Community Centre 

Grange Road, Bishop’s Castle  
10.30 am every Sunday, except 1st Sunday of 

month Hazelhurst Community Centre, Hazelhurst 
Close, Clun SY7 8LQ

Baptist Services 
 
 Snailbeach Methodist  

Church News 
***** 
May  

Sunday May 5th at 2:45  LP Woolly 
Sunday May 12th at 2:45 Revd. Hall 

Sunday May 19th at 2:45 Led by Congregation 
Sunday May 26th at 10:30 Led by Congregation  

 
www.facebook.com/reavalleymethodist 

or visit Shropshire and The Marches Methodist 
Circuit for our chapel website 

 
Please note that parking will not be permitted at 
the Stiperstones Methodist Conference Centre 

from 10am May 24 until 12pm May 26th. 
 Thank you for your co-operation.  

Sunday services: 10.30 am & 3.00 pm 
Prayer Meeting/Bible Study 

Wednesdays 7.15 pm 
Held in the School Room, Snailbeach 
Elder: Mr. Joe Evans 01743 790 979 

All are welcome!

Stiperstones Group C of E Service  Rota May 2019

Date Habberley 
St Mary

Hope 
Holy Trinity

Minsterley 
Holy Trinity

Shelve 
All Saints

Snailbeach 
St Luke

1st Sunday 
5th May 
Easter 3 
White

10.30 am 
Holy Communion 

Revd Giles

9.00am 
Morning Prayer 

Revd Giles

2nd Sunday 
12th May 
Easter 4 
White

5.00pm 
BCP 

Evening Prayer 
Revd Giles

9.00am 
Holy Communion 

Revd Giles

10.30am 
All Age Worship 

Revd Giles

3rd Sunday 
19th May 
Easter 5 
White

10.30 am 
Holy Communion 

Revd Carolyn

9.00am 
Holy Communion 

Revd Giles

4th Sunday 
26th May 
Easter 6 
White

10.30am 
Holy Communion 

Revd Giles

9.00am 
Morning Prayer 

Revd Giles

5.00pm 
Common Worship 

Evening Prayer 
Revd Giles

Please note changes: 2nd Sunday of month: St Mary Habberley: BCP Evening Prayer Service now starts at 
5.00pm 
4th Sunday of month: Holy Trinity Minsterley: 10.30am Holy Communion replaced by a 5.00pm Common 
Worship Evening Prayer Service with Choir. 
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Your Safer Neighbourhood Team are: 

PC3331 Stuart Coote 
PCSO 6160 Shaun Culliss 

PCSO 40387 Calvin Brown  
 Local Police Team: 

01743 264777 

(Not to be used for reporting crime, incidents or emergencies) 

  Useful Numbers 
 

Shrewsbury Hospital 
01743 261 000 

 
NHS (formerly Shropdoc) 

111 
Pontesbury Medical  

01743 790 325 
 

Worthen Medical 
01743 891 401 

 
Pontesbury Chemist 

01743 790 273 
 

Police 
0300 333 3000 

 
Severn Trent Water 

0800 783 4444 
 

Western Power 
0800 328 1111 

 
British Telecom 
0800 023 2023 

 
Stiperstones School 

01743 791 207 
 

Minsterley Motors 
01743 791 208 

 
Councillor H Kidd 

01938 561 651 
 

Philip Dunne MP 
01584 872 187 

 
Village Hall Bookings 

01743 791 633 
 

Stiperstones Oil Coordinator 
01743 792 204 

 
Snailbeach District News 

01743 790 049 
 

Stiperstones Stores 
01743 790 594 

 
Stiperstones Inn 
01743 791 327

Waste Collection Schedule

Mobile Post Office Opening Times 
as from tuesday 12th February 2019 the Post Office is operating in the 

back room of the Stiperstones Inn - 12:15 to 2:15. 
Post Office telephone number: 

08457 223344 (central customer services) 
 

Stiperstones Stores NEW opening times 
approximately 9.00am - 5.30pm daily 

tel: 01743 790594

May 2019

SPEEDING 
Speed enforcement by local officers will be conducted in the 30mph 

zones of Clun, Clunton, Lydbury North and Clungunford. Local officers 
now have access to a vehicle speed display which sits on top of the 

police panda and displays drivers speed.  

Wed 8th Tues 14th Tues 21st Wed 29th Tues 4th

Green Black Green Black Green

Evening all...

June

CRIME/INCIDENTS TO NOTE REPORTED  

CHIRBURY, WORTHEN, HOPE, SHELVE & STIPERSTONES 

15th March 2019 – 14th April 2019 

CRIME REPORTED DETAILS LOCATION NOTES

Harassment Worthen 

Malicious communications 
 & Harassment Shelve 

Aggravated burglary Stiperstones Offender arrested 

Assault x 2 Stiperstones Offender arrested 

Criminal damage 
Windows broken 

 on caravan,  
possible by a  BB gun

Hope Common

Burglary Garage broken into,  
nothing stolen Bentlawnt Overnight  

17th – 18th March

Criminal damage 
Electric saw  

damaged  
at business premises

Chirbury Suspect identified
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REGULAR 
ACTIVITIES 

 
S t i p e rs t o n e s  B ra s s  

Re hearsals 
Snailbeach Village Hall 

Mondays 7.45pm 
Term times only 

 
Knitter Natter 

Stiperstones Inn 
Tuesdays from 10.00am 

 
Yoga 

Snailbeach Village Hall 
Tuesdays 10.00am 

 
Iyengar Yoga 

Snailbeach Village Hall 
Tuesday 7.00pm 

 
Snailbeach & Stiperstones Baby 

& Toddler Group 
Thursdays 10am ‐12am 
Snailbeach Village Hall 

 
Ballroom Dancing 

Snailbeach Village Hall 
1st & 3rd Thursdays 

From 7.30pm 
Beginners call 01743 790308 

 
Snailbeach WI 

Snailbeach Village Hall 
2nd Thursday ‐ 7.30pm 

 
Fit Club 

Stiperstones School Playground 
Every Sunday 9am 

Aerobics Village Hall 
6 ‐7 Wednesdays 80’s aerobics 

 
Kids Football Training 

Snailbeach Football Club 
Thursday 6pm ‐7pm 

Easter – October excluding 
school holidays

Snailbeach Village Hall 
Snailbeach Village Hall Booking Fees 

To book the Village Hall please contact Marg Price on 
01743 791 633

Usage Normal rate Village Hall 
Supporter Scheme 

Community groups/activities 
 (per session of up to 4 hours day or 6 

hours evening)
£20.00 £12.50

Private hire for meetings as above £30.00 £20.00

Children’s Party £30.00 £20.00

Funeral Tea £30.00 £20.00

Hire of hall with catering facilities £40.00 £25.00

Full Day Hire without bar facilities £60.00 £30.00

Hire of hall with full bar facilities. £90.00 £60.00

Commercial and corporate events  
- hire of the hall.

£150 full day 
£100 half day N/A

Government bodies £250.00 N/A

Shuttle Bus route map 2019


