
Natural England has reported sightings of 
peregrine falcons around the Stiperstones over the 
Christmas period. 
The peregrine falcon has survived a government 
ordered cull in 1940 of some 600 birds, followed by 
the threat of DDT in pesticides in later years. Simon 
Cooter writes: “Since the ban of DDT in 1980 this 
remarkable bird has made an incredible recovery 
and is now widespread across the UK” 
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PLANNING WARS
An emotive email about planning applications and how these 
can become divisive has been circulated by local councillor 
Heather Kidd. 
In it she states: “Waging war on individuals, making an 
application personal helps no one and often divides 
communities. Shouting at people or threatening them will 
achieve nothing except bad feeling and long lasting 
ramifications in communities. They have no effect on Planners 
and their decisions.”

Heather’s plea: Page 11•

Free!

Return of the 
peregrine falcon

Simon Cooter: Page 27•



I need some HELP! As the success of the SDN 
grows with each year, so the number of 
people wishing to advertise with us grows. It 
is these advertisers who buy space each year 
that enable us to print and distribute the SDN free of charge.  

I need someone with a basic knowledge of Word documents and XL 
spreadsheets to volunteer to help me out with the advertising part of 
the SDN. The task involves creating and distributing annual invoices 
to our advertisers over July and August and then chasing up the odd 
‘reluctant’ payer. All the templates for invoices and a spreadsheet are 
already in place and I will sit down with you to show you exactly how 
it all works. Please contact me by ‘phone or email if you feel you can 
help. My contact details can be found on this page below Contents 
and also on the back page. Thank you.   

Thanks to whoever left the items for publication at the Stiperstones 
Inn for me to collect. Unfortunately, for mainly technical reasons, I 
could only use the poem (Page 40). 

Please remember that for me to include material (which is always 
welcome) it should be sent via email, as a Word document that I can 
edit, or as a PDF document. I can copy and type anything (well, 
almost anything!) that is handwritten or printed, and left with me at 
my house, or at the pub, but pieces of paper that include pictures, 
graphs and tables, etc. don’t really work as I have to scan them to 
import them into my software and the result is, unfortunately, not 
usually of print quality. 

If you need a hand or some advice on how to submit material for 
publication then either email me, or telephone me, and I’m sure I’ll 
be able to help you. But please, do keep sending me material!  

On the subject of material for publication, I’ve received a rather well 
written piece from eleven year old Suzie Jackson of Stiperstones 
which you can read on Page 29.  In future I’d like to hand this page 
over to local children to make their own. So kids, send in your 
artwork, your articles, your stories, your photographs, whatever, and 
claim the page! There are only two rules... it has to be your own work 
(I’ll sort out any spelling mistakes for you) and it has to be good! So 
get cracking and see your work in the pages of the SDN. Remember, 
the hard copy that gets delivered to your door is in black and white, 
but the version that will be uploaded to the SDN website at 
snailbeachdistrictnews.co.uk will be in full colour! Parents, send in 
your children’s creative pieces, whether they are five or fifteen. Let’s 
see them here in the pages of the SDN. 
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editor.sdn@mail.com 
01743 790 049 
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The Editor

Get the latest from us online  
 snailbeachdistrictnews.co.uk

Record breaking Dash 
Three records were broken in the 
40th running of the Devil’s Chair 
Dash and Dawdle on Boxing Day. 
Geoff Sproson reports. 

Page 35 
Christmas crackers 
Three Christmas events in 
Stiperstones and Snailbeach raised 
thousands of pounds for the 
Lingen Davies Cancer Fund. 

Pages 3, 9, 35 
Climate change challenge 
Mike Layward casts a critical eye 
over the zero carbon debate and 
challenges Government policy. 

Page 9 
Village Hall success 
Maria Marks reviews another 
successful year, with news of rising 
bookings, new equipment and 
committee changes. 

Page 19 
Roman find at Snailbeach 
What happened to a Roman lead 
ingot discovered adjacent to 
Snailbeach Farm in 1796?  Nick 
Southwick reports. 

Centre spread 
Young at heart 
Suzie Jackson, aged 11, launches a 
new page to be written and 
illustrated by our youngsters and 
writes about My Village. 

Page 29 
St Luke’s alert 
Under-threat St Luke’s Church will 
be in focus at a vital meeting. 

Page 33 
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Newsbrief 

And the winners are... 
From left to right: Dave and Sonja Crane, Greg 

and Margaret McCardell and Susan and Alastair 
Bates. 

Yes folks, this is the winning team of the Great 
2018 Christmas Stiperstones Inn Quiz. The 
grinning sextet (somewhat curiously called The 
United Nations Stationery Cupboard Christmas 
Party ‐ including Photo Copier) walked away with 
the year’s accumulated jackpot of just over £180, 
narrowly beating four other regular teams. Well 
done! (and see you next year for the return 
match - Ed.) 

More UFOs over Shropshire? 
NEW evidence has emerged of a UFO sighting 
over land surrounding the Stiperstones and the 
witness says he is now a believer. It follows a 
Snailbeach District News report last summer 
(June 2018 edition) in which a photographer 
described seeing a cluster of strange lights over 
Habberley, making no sound but moving in what 
he described as a ‘controlled manner’. This was 
followed up by Stiperstones resident Malcolm 
Dunbar’s account of his own ‘close encounter’. 
(July 2018 edition) 
The new sighting, reported to the SDN by a 
Churchstoke man, was over Wentnor.  
He told us: "In the mid 1990s - maybe '95 or '96 - 
I saw what I believe to be a UFO in Wentnor, 
right outside the Inn on the Green pub.  I was 
travelling West towards Bishop's Castle and out 
of the left-hand window of my car I saw a single 
glowing light (like a tennis ball on fire) moving 
slowly East in the sky towards Shrewsbury right 
above Wentnor. I was so intrigued that I pulled 
the car over into a field gate, stopped the engine 
and watched it move slowly across the sky with 
no noise. Once it had gone behind the trees on 
the skyline it was gone. 

"The whole event may have lasted 30 or 40 
seconds. It was just turning dusk, 7 or 8pm on a 
very calm late spring day. It is quite an 
experience once you have realised you have 
genuinely seen something like this. It has left me 
with a question that can't be answered but I am 
now a "believer." 
The witness contacted the SDN after watching a 
TV programme about a 1974 UFO incident in 
North Wales. He decided to do some online 
research and came across our June 2018 report. 
Shrewsbury has earned a reputation as one of 
the UFO sighting capitals of the UK, research 
showing that Shropshire came in fourth place for 
the number of sightings over the last five 
decades. 
● Have you ever seen a UFO over Shropshire? 
Email editor.sdn@mail.com 

Tales from down under 
Snailbeach resident and raconteur Robert Currie 
has recently returned from his travels around 
New Zealand and will be giving a visual 
presentation in Snailbeach Village Hall on Friday, 
8th March. 
Robert’s travels are renowned. The account of 
his time spent in the frozen wastes of 
Kamchatka, a region he describes as  “hanging 
off the eastern edge of frozen Siberia” made 
compelling reading when we published it in 
March 2017.  
The evening promises to be highly entertaining 
with refreshments laid on. Entrance will cost £5 
(£3 under 12's) and proceeds from the evening 
will be given to St Luke's church. 
Doors will be open from 7:00 p.m. to allow 
everyone time to have a good look around 
before the entertainment begins at 7:30 p.m. 
Don't miss the chance to let Robert transport you 
to the other end of the world! 

Stiperstones carol singers raise £303 
Wendy Whitelaw of Stiperstones writes: 
“I would like to extend a massive thank-you to 
the residents of the Stiperstones for their 
generous donations during our carol singing 
evening.  We raised £272.93 on the evening and 
further donations received raised the total to 
£303.00, for which I have sent a cheque onto the 
Lingen Davies Cancer Appeal.  Special thanks to 
Malcolm & Lorna, Mary, John C, Elspeth & John 
and Malcolm & Doreen for their kind hospitality 
which was very greatly received. We all had a 
lovely night and we will see you all next year.” 
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PHIL GRIFFITHS 
Local Plumber 

 

 

 
Tap Replacement and Plumbing 

Repairs Undertaken 
 

New Taps Supplied and Fitted 
Home Choose Service 

 
Established 35 years 

Prompt and Professional 
Pontesbury based 

 
Tel: 01743 790046 

 
Mobile: 07970 010148 

Harry Coyle 
Landscaping 

Lawns, Hedges, Hardscaping, Decking,  
Slabs & Fencing 

hcoyle@live.co.uk 
Mob1. 07484 205 925 
Mob2. 07866 007 428

HOPE VALLEY RADIO 
01743 791 379 
07811 449 039 

* 
TWO WAY RADIO SALES & HIRE 

 
TV AERIALS 

SATELLITE DISHES 
REPAIRS 

SUPPLIED AND INSTALLED

3, STATION ROAD 
MINSTERLEY

A FRIENDLY SERVICE 
FROM 

JENNY, AVRIL & 
STACEY  

WHO WELCOME 
 CUSTOMERS 
 OLD & NEW

TUESDAY - 9 TO 3  
(BARBER 2 TO 8 - WALK IN SERVICE) 

WEDNESDAY - 9 TO 4 
THURSDAY - 9 TO 9 

FRIDAY - 9 TO 5 
SATURDAY - BY APPOINTMENT

Telephone: 
 01743 792 548 

 for an appointment - or just drop in!
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More  
Grammar Gripes! 

Maria Marks’ “Grammar Gripes” article 
(Snailbeach District News, November 2018) has 
inspired Michael and Elizabeth Dennis to 
contribute further to the grammar debate. 
Michael writes:- 
“When I entered the world of scientific publishing 
it did not take too many raps over the knuckles 
from my editor for me to start writing ‘The data 
were…’ rather than ‘The data was…’. 
 ‘The data were...’  is probably still preferred in 
scientific parlance, but whether that is so or not I 
am now, after a struggle to readjust, reconciled to 
hearing ‘the data was...’ daily on the radio. The 
trouble is, there are so many of them these days, 
aren’t there, so many of these DATA? 
Further, I have two proper gripes: I never want to 
hear ‘This criteria’. The Singular is ‘criterion’. Nor 
do I want to hear ‘this phenomena’. One of them is 
a ‘phenomenon’. Oh, and there’s one other thing. 
Referring to one particular disease-causing 
organism you can say ‘these bacteria’,  thinking of 
many actual individuals. But if you want to refer to 
just one individual, it’s a ‘BACTERIUM’. 
Thank you. That feels much better now.” 
(No problem, Michael. Glad we could help! ‐ Ed.) 
 Michaels’s wife, Elizabeth, was also encouraged to 
join in the debate:- 
“My chief bête noir is the wrong use of ‘I’ when it 
should be ‘me’. Everyone is told at school that 
’Andy and me went to town’ is wrong – it should 
be ‘Andy and I...’ However, this is because 
‘Andyand I’ are the subject of the sentence. When 

this is not   the case, for example ‘It was given to 
Andy and I’, this is wrong. You would never say ‘It 
was given to we’, so it should be ‘It was given to 
Andy and me’ or ‘us’.”  
Elizabeth also went on to mention the confusion 
about using ‘may’ or ‘might’. Although both words 
are interchangeable when used in sentences, the 
general rule is to use ‘may’ when speaking in the 
present tense, and with a good deal of certainty, 
e.g ‘I may not have time to meet you’, and ‘might’ 
in the past tense if there is some doubt, e.g. ‘I 
might have left my keys at the shops’. 
The same rule applies for ‘think’ and ‘thought’- 
‘think’ for present tense, ‘thought’ for past tense.” 
(Phew! Glad we got that all sorted out then! Ed.) 
 
Maria  added (you can’t keep a good griper down! 
Ed):- 
“Another of my gripes is when to use ‘may’ and/or 
‘can’. 
The use of ‘may’ is to ask permission, e,g, 
‘May I Leave?’ or ‘May I borrow a pen?’ or ‘May I 
ask you a  question?’ 
In short, are you allowing me to do/ask this? 
The use of ‘can’  refers to capabilty; am I able to 
speak or act in this way? e.g. ‘Can I sit on this 
chair?’  or ‘Can I read the paper?’. 
In short, yes of course you can (are able to )sit on 
the chair, but you may not because dad won’t 
allow it. 
 
(Blimey! I hope that clears up a few things... If 
any more of you out there in SDN land have any 
further contributions to make to this ongoing 
discussion about English grammar, then please 
do send us your gripes. editor.sdn@mail.com Ed.)

Shakespeare lives on... 

Even though you think you might not know much, if any, of Shakespeare’s 
work, you’ll be surprised at just how many of his words and expressions 

you actually use on a daily basis. Shakespeare’s scripts contain over 2,200 
never-before-seen words. Shakespeare is responsible for inventing a huge 
amount of the vocabulary we use every day. His language is alive and well 
and is heard everywhere.  
If you ever call someone “a blinking idiot” or “a tower of strength”, or 
describe them as “tongue-tied” or suffering from “green-eyed jealousy”, or being “dead as  
a doornail” you are speaking the language of Shakespeare. 
If you say “it was Greek to me” or “parting is such sweet sorrow”, or that something is 
“too much of a good thing” and that you “have not slept a wink” the words of 
Shakespeare are alive in your mouth. 
Other words and phrases we use every day, thanks to the Bard, include - “barefaced”, “be all 
and end all”,  “cold-blooded”, “dishearten”, ”fashionable” and “new-fangled”. 
Shakespeare is alive and well!
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 SHROPSHIRE GUNS
WANTED 

Any Shooting Related Items 
BEST ENGLISH SHOTGUNS 

EUROPEAN SHOTGUNS AND RIFLES 

GUN CASES 

CARTRIDGE BAGS AND GUN SLIPS 

TAXIDERMY 

CLOTHING 

SHOOTING STICKS 

GUN SAFES 

WILL CONSIDER BUYING MOST ITEMS 

VINTAGE MOTORCYCLES 

PLEASE CALL ANDY LLOYD ON 

  07477 824 689 

MANY GUNS IN STOCK 

SHROPSHIREGUNS@GMAIL.COM 

 
Professional Shooting Instructor 

Member of the Great Britain 

Shooting Team 

Gun Fitting Service 

Lewis Wealth Management Limited, 
St James’s House, Anchorage Avenue, 
Shrewsbury SY2 6FG
Office:    01743 444 700
Mobile:   07967 430 392
Email:      Neil.Lewis @ sjpp.co.uk
Web:     lewiswealthmanagement.co.uk

Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep 
up repayments on your mortgage.

With over 30 years experience, we offer friendly
professional advice on a wide range of financial 
services. 

Investment Planning
Retirement Planning
Inheritance Tax 
Planning
Intergenerational 
Planning
Mortgages

It’s important you make 
the right decisions.
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Week 1. 
...early spring, time to mulch the borders... 
Mulch the borders with a thick layer of compost 
or well-rotted manure to give nourishment 
through the coming year and aid water retention 
in the soil. In the mild weather continue to plant 
deciduous trees and shrubs. Indoor bulbs that 
have finished flowering can be planted out in 
odd corners of the garden. 
Week 2. 
...no time to linger... 
Complete pruning of established trees and 
shrubs as early as possible before bud-burst and 
mulch liberally with organic matter. Soft fruit will 
benefit from a dressing of well-rotted farmyard 
manure. Plant autumn-fruiting varieties of 
strawberries now so they will have time to 
establish during the summer. 
Week 3. 
...give hedges a haircut... 
Late February is an ideal time to cut back 
overgrown hedges before they start producing 
new growth during the spring. Thin, straggly 
hedges of hawthorn or privet will benefit from 
hard pruning now. Be brave; fresh new shoots 
will soon hide the bare branches and give your 
hedge a new lease of life. 
Week 4. 
...plan for next spring... 
This is an ideal time to visit flower shows and 
gardens to see new bulb varieties that you may 
want to plant yourself in the autumn. Remove 
faded flower heads from daffodils to prevent 
seed heads from forming. Don’t remove the 
leaves; let them die back naturally so that he 
bulbs aren’t weakened.

©Judith Glover ‐ “Garden Days” 
You can buy Judith’s 2019 calendar at: 

www.judithglover.com

Ancient Egyptian bakers who cheated their 
customers were punished by having their ear 

nailed to the door of the bakery. 

Oxford University was over 300 years old 
when the Aztec Empire was founded. 

‘Influenza’ is Italian for ‘influence’: heavenly 
bodies were once thought to affect our own. 

40% of humanity live in countries where it’s 
illegal to be homosexual. 

Coca-Cola in the Maldives is made from 
seawater. 

Paper can only be recycled six times. After that 
the fibres are too weak to hold together. 

More than one in five Americans believes that 
the world will end in their lifetime. 

There are eight times as many atoms in a 
teaspoonful of water as there are teaspoonsful 

of water in the Atlantic. 

The lottery of the Zimbabwe Banking 
Corporation was won in 2000 by the president 

of Zimbabwe. 

The busiest polling station in Australian 
elections is in London. 

By 2025, there will be more English speakers 
in China, than in the rest of the world put 

together.

Newsletter Donations  
Many thanks to those who sent us donations 
over the Christmas and New Year period 

including: 
Snailbeach White Stars Football Club 

Arthur & Judith 
Robert Currie 

Mrs. Sylvia Jones 
John & Di Jones 

If you wish to donate 
anonymously by direct bank transfer our 

details are: 
Sort code: 09-01-54 
A/C no: 05629702 

Otherwise donations can be left with 
Phil or Lara at  

the Stiperstones Inn  
or with myself at 5, Lower Works, 

SY5 0NY 
Help us  to  stay a  free,  secular  and independent 

publication serving the local community. 
Thank you.   
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FIT AFTER FORTY 
FIT AFTER FORTY 

With Sal 
Stiperstones’ very own Fitness Instructor 

Available for 1: 1’s and small group sessions. •
£20 per hour 
FIT CLUB Sundays 9 am Stiperstones School •
Playground. £6 a session 
‘OLD SKOOL 80’s AEROBICS’ Wednesdays       •
6 pm Snailbeach Village Hall. £6 a session 

Sal Tonge Tel 01743 792993   saltonge@outlook.com 
Like: Fit After Forty with Sal on Facebook

For all your domestic electrical 
installation and property maintenance

VPJ Electrics & Property Services

Contact Paul Jones 

Tel: 07976 909 434 

Email: vpjones40@gmail.com 
 

“No job too small” 
Free estimates

PLOuGH GaraGE JaCk EvaNS & SONS 
EStaBLISHEd 1919

Chapel Street, Pontesbury, SY5 0RJ

SERVICING & MOT’S 
TYRES & EXHAUSTS 
BATTERIES 
AIR CONDITIONING

Tel: 01743 790 270 

Web: www.ploughgarage.co.uk 

Email: ploughgarage@btconnect.com

Window Cleaning
AB

Window Cleaning

Tel. 01743 792261
Mob.  07983 619325

E-mail. adrian.beesty@sky.com
Windows   |   Conservatories   |   Reach and Wash System and Traditional   |   Gutter Cleaning

Domestic and Commercial   |   Free No Obligation Quotations

 

 

 

 

 

2 delightful self-catering holiday cottages 

in a spectacular and peaceful setting. 

Perfect for holidays, short breaks, visiting family 

and friends. 

 

www.hopeparkfarm.co.uk 
 

Contact: Jo Longstaff 

Tel: 07905 636569 

Email: jo@hopeparkfarm.co.uk

HH OPEOPE  P PARKARK  F FARMARM   
 Holiday Cottages 
Bentlawnt, Near Minsterley

MX  
REMOVALS

07887 804934
HOUSE REMOVALS 

HOUSE CLEARANCES 
RUBBISH REMOVED 

SINGLE ITEMS 
FREE QUOTES 

FULLY INSURED 

SHROPSHIRE

ANYWHERE - ANYTIME
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Climate Change: 
 Is our Government so green? 

From MIKE LAYWARD, Stiperstones. 
 

I found it interesting the two very different 
articles in the November 18 issue of the SdN.  

‘Hothouse Earth’ which made it clear we are 
hovering on the edge of a ‘precipice’ and if we 
don’t take strong action very soon then we 
could be facing irreversible climate change. 
the flip side of the coin was Mr. dunne’s letter 
from Westminster, which painted a picture of 
the uk sailing towards a zero carbon future. 
I felt there was a lot left out of the letter from 
Westminster, to which I want to respond.  
Since 2015 when our present Government won 
the election they have massively reduced 
investment in clean energy in the uk. they 
have ‘banned’ onshore wind farms (the 
cheapest green energy), withdrawn subsidies 
for solar energy (the feed in tariff closes this 
year), cancelled the zero carbon homes policy 
and in 2013 under the Coalition closed the 
warm front scheme WFS. 
the WFS provided government grants for 
people on benefits or low incomes living in 
poor quality housing (house owners and 
renters) the chance to make their houses more 
efficient and thereby reduce their carbon use 
through heating. the social effect of this 
scheme was to remove people from ‘fuel 
poverty’. a recent report (Independent June 
18) showed that now 1 in 10 households are in 
fuel poverty.  
another policy of our Government that is 
opposed to a zero carbon future is ‘Fracking’.  
this Government see gas from fracking (a 
fossil fuel) as a short term solution to 
replacing coal, oil and imported gas as an 
energy source. 
they made it a nationally significant 
infrastructure project so approval for fracking 
can be overruled at the local level and decided 
by the Government. this is what happened 
last year in Lancashire. the County Council 
voted against fracking in Preston, the 
Government overruled this and now fracking 
has started. Fracking is very unpopular, only 
18% of the uk support it, while 85% support 
renewables (Ecologist July 18) 
On top of all of this is the question of subsidies 
for fossil fuels. Oil and Coal fired power 
stations receive 30 times the subsidies that 
green energy receives. 
there are changes we can all make in our day 
to day lives, but to make the big changes we 
will need to make the uk a low carbon 
country. We need our Government to bring in 
the policies and target spending to make this 
happen. at this time I have no confidence that 
this Government are making this happen.

The Snailbeach Light fantastic! 
Once again John Jones of Snailbeach has 
enchanted us all with his fantasmagorical 
display of Christmas lights that brightened up 
the whole of the village, and beyond, over the 
Christmas period. John tells me that his lights 
have been seen as far afield as China this year! 
Each year his garden is transformed into a 
blaze of colour and light that enchants all who 
stop and gaze in pure wonder. But the lights 
aren’t just there for his, or our, amusement and 
amazement. John’s lights raise large amounts 
of cash each year for the Lingen Davies 
Cancer Fund. this year the Christmas lights 
have raised a staggering  

£2,375! 
So a big ‘thank you’ to all those who stopped, 
gazed and dropped cash into the honesty box. 
and a massive ‘well done’ to John.  

What’s on  
 

 
Saturday February 9th, 7.30 p.m. 

Snailbeach Village Hall 
Clothing Swap Party 

A benefit for the  
Jatinga Valley School, Assam 

On the spot alterations 
Bar and Snacks 

Live music 
Tickets £6 include a glass of fizz 

 
Friday 8th March, 7.00 p.m. 

Snailbeach Village Hall 
Robert Currie  

gives a talk  
and visual presentation of his recent travels in 

 New Zealand. 
Be transported to the other side of the world! 

Save the Date!
 

 

Friends of Stiperstones School 

18th May 2019. 
Snailbeach Village Hall 

Jordan Brown accoustic will be playing 
at the village Hall as our main FoSS 

fundraiser this year. Further details in 
next month’s newsletter. 
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Balti Spice 

 
Bangladesh Restaurant & Takeaway

the Old Bake House, Brookside, Pontesbury, Shropshire. 
 SY5 0QF 

Tel: 01743 791 848 
Open every evening 

5.30 pm to 11.00 pm 
15% off all collected takeaway orders over £12 

Free home delivery within a 3 mile radius 
Sunday & Wednesday night specials  

4 course meal - £9.95 
Papadoms, Starter, Main Course, Rice or Nan 

(Eat in only. Excludes seafood and duck dishes) 

Fully Licensed
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Planning Applications 
Some reminders from Heather Kidd 

 
Planning applications can be emotive at the best of times and can affect people lives in many ways. What I do 
know is that unless it is a big developer the impacts of these are not usually driven by profit – they are often 
driven by need of one sort or another. Waging war on individuals, making an application personal helps 
no one and often divides communities. Shouting at people or threatening them will achieve nothing 
except bad feeling and long lasting ramifications in communities. They have no effect on Planners and 
their decisions. 
Planning applications are decided on Material Planning Considerations – not personal attacks, quantities of 
objections or emotional appeal. The process is quasi-judicial – a legal process and is decided on policy from a 
variety of areas both local and national. It should therefore be decided in a balanced evidenced based manner. 

Material considerations can include (but are not limited to): 
Overlooking/loss of privacy •
Loss of light or overshadowing •
Parking •
Highway safety •
Traffic •
Noise •
Effect on listed building and conservation area •
Layout and density of building •
Design, appearance and materials •
Government policy •
Disabled persons’ accessProposals in the Development Plan •
Previous planning decisions (including appeal decisions) •
Nature conservation •

Following areas are not material planning considerations.    

Nobody has a right to a view from their property. We can’t control the effects of new development on the •
outlook from an existing property, except in the general case of residential amenity. 
Impact on the valuation of property. •
The cost of a development is not a material consideration, and we have no jurisdiction to protect •
developers from expensive projects. 
Loss of trade or increased competition. •
A personal interest or a civil dispute - generally speaking, personal circumstances are not a material •
planning consideration 

The Parish Plan is also a useful tool. I can supply digital copies if you would like one. 

These are followed by our Parish Councils when applications come to them. 

I hope this helps you all and gives an understanding of how you can object or support a planning application 
near you. 

Heather Kidd 

Liberal Democrat Councillor for Chirbury and Worthen 

Eastville, Chirbury, Montgomery. SY15 6BH

Heather’s usual monthly column appears on page 31. 
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G Hall Chimney Sweep 
Brush & Vacuum Service 

01743 271 247 
 

45 Moneybrook Way 

Meole Brace 

Shrewsbury SY3 9NH

Nipstone Campsite
 

The Bog, SY5 0NJ 
Tel: 01743 792 073 

Email: timrm@mail.com

Small Friendly Campsite for tents, located 200 
yards off The Shropshire Way. Facilities include - 

toilets and hot & cold water. Campfires are 
permitted and firewood is available to buy. 

Dogs & Children Welcome. 
£5 per person per night. Under 5’s free.

S & D Garden Services 

Gardener Handymen 

If you need help with your garden, look no 

further!
 

Contact Darrell - 07340 716 311 

or Steve - 07799 468 898 

 

Lawn Mowing, Hedge Cutting and 

 General Garden Maintenance

We sell: Local & Exotic Meat, Game, Pies, 
Fruit, Veg, Cakes, Bread, Milk, Cheese, Tinned 

Goods, Cereals, Tea, Coffee, Sugar, Biscuits, 
Crackers, Crisps, Sauces, Jams & Pickles.

BBQ pack 1 £25.99 
4 Handmade Burgers 

4 Chicken Fillets 
4 Pork Steaks 

4 Sirloin Steaks 
 

Family Pack - £24.99 
400g Lean Diced 

Beef 
400g Mince Steak 

4 Handmade Burger 
1.5 kg Gammon 

Joint 
1 Large Chicken 

Gym Pack - £24.99 
6 Chicken Fillets 

6 Pork Steaks 
2 Sirloin Steaks 
500g Dry Cure 

Bacon 
 

Roast Pack - £29.99 
1kg Local Topside 

1kg Local Pork Joint 
1kg Gammon Joint 
2kg Large Chicken 

 

MSH Electrical Services 
All types of electrical work 
PAT Testing, LED Lighting 
Central Heating Systems 

Free Quotes 
35 Years Experience 

Mike Hockly 
Mob. 07961 278 028 
Tel. 01743 891 610 

email: hockly342@btinternet.com



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
This month I am going to reminisce about old 
computers and next month continue with a 
grumble I have had for 30 years.  
As an early geek I owned a Grandstand Pong 
machine, a ZX81, a ZX Spectrum, a Commodore 
64, an Atari console, and a BBC model ‘B’, all 
amazing computers at the time and all I believe 
British.  When I returned to teaching, Acorn 
Computers, a British company already 
responsible for the BBC ‘B’, had just brought out 
the Archimedes range of computers.  The chips 
that controlled these computers were a major 
step forward and were known as ARM, short for 
Acorn RISC Machines, where RISC is short for 
Reduced Instruction Set Computing (don't start 
yawning yet). Previously most early home 
computers were based on a Motorola chip that 
was originally designed to run washing machines!  
So ground breaking was this British technology 
that most smartphones and tablets still use 
developed versions of it today. 
Who invented the computer? Most definitely we 
did. Engineer, Mr Charles Babbage and Ada 
Lovelace, the brilliant female mathematician who 

sponsored him, 
designed a 
mechanical 
computer in 
1837. It would 
have worked had 
the engineering 
of the day been 
refined enough 
to build it. A 
working model 
was built in 1991 
and can still be 

seen in the London Science Museum. The first 
electronic computers were designed and built in 
the early 50' at the Universities of Cambridge and 
Manchester based on the work of the brilliant 
mathematician and code breaker Alan Turing.  
Alan is now well known for his role in the Enigma 
Project featured in the films, “Breaking the Code” 
and the ’The Imitation Game”. The role of all 
those involved in the project that blunted the 
German U-Boat threat can be discovered at the 
Bletchley Park Heritage Centre near Milton 
Keynes. 
It was sometime before the US realised the 
potential behind electronic computer, with IBM 
still concentrating on comptometers and card 

sorting machines. 
Sir Clive Sinclair 
and Dragon Baron 
Alan Sugar led the 
world in the 
development of 
the home 
computer until Bill 
Gates and Steve 
Jobs muscled in.  
I bought one of 
these British ARM 

computers for home on which Saul, my son, 
started programming at the age of seven and I 
persuaded my school in Liverpool to buy a suite 
of them.  These computers started instantly, were 
virtually virus proof and teachers and 
educationalists across Britain were producing 
brilliant software for all ages and all areas of the 
curriculum. It was easy to connect these 
computers to robots and electronic circuits.  
And they could be programmed with no risk of 
crashing the operating system. Computer 
programming was established as a well-respected 
GCSE at ordinary and advanced level and we truly 
led the world in using computers in schools. So 
what on earth went wrong? That’s exactly what I 
intend to grumble about next month! 
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The Sammy Mail Column - with Geoff Sproson

The first part of a two part ‘special’ from 
Geoff discussing the history of the British computer 
industry and what went wrong...

Archimedes A3000

Acorn BBC Micro Model B

Geoff continues next month with 
his views about the cause of the current 
paucity of computer sciences as taught in 

British schools and universities today.
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A M Batchelor Builders Ltd. 
Renovations, Extensions, Property Maintenance, Alterations and Hard Landscaping. 

Over 30 years of experience. Free estimates and advice.

A M Batchelor Builders Ltd. 
Coppice Farm 

Snailbeach, Shrewsbury, Shropshire. 
SY5 0NS 

Mobile: 07785 531 910 
Email: andybatch36@hotmail.com

Monday to Friday 8:30am to 5:30pm, Saturday 8:30am to 3:00pm



Mr. Quips 
Corner
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I wish I’d said that...

Don't you hate it when someone answers 
their own questions? I do. 
Stalking is when two people go for a long 
romantic walk together but only one of them 
knows it. 
I finally found a diet plan that works. It's 
called 'The Cost of Food'. 
If you're still looking for that one person who 
will change your life, take a look in the 
mirror. 
Failure is not falling down, it is not getting up 
again. 
Letting the cat out of the bag is a whole lot 
easier than putting it back in. 
Whatever you do always give 100 %. Unless 
you are donating blood. 
I changed my password to "incorrect", so 
anytime I forget and enter the wrong thing, 
the computer tells me what it is.

The fool's brain digests philosophy into folly, 
science into superstition, and art into 
pedantry. Hence University education - 
George Bernard Shaw.  
I cook with wine, sometimes I even add it to 
the food - W. C. Fields.  
Two things are infinite: the universe and 
human stupidity; and I'm not sure about the 
universe ‐ Albert Einstein.  
We learn from experience that men never 
learn anything from experience ‐ George 
Bernard Shaw.   
There is more stupidity than hydrogen in the 
universe, and it has a longer shelf life - Frank 
Zappa.  
A word to the wise ain't necessary - it's the 
stupid ones that need the advice ‐ Bill Cosby   
She never lets ideas interrupt the easy flow of 
her conversation ‐ Jean Webster.  
He is not only dull himself, he is the cause of 
dullness in others ‐ Samuel Johnson.  
He was one of those men who possess almost 
every gift, except the gift of the power to use 
them ‐ Charles Kingsley. 
It’s not that I’m so smart , it’s just that I stay 
with problems longer – Albert Einstein  
Why do you sit there looking like an envelope 
without any address on it? ‐ Mark Twain. 

Life isn't about waiting 
for the storm to pass ... 
it's about learning to 
dance in the rain!

 
 
 
 
 
Pontesbury and Rea Valley U3A 
PRV U3A is your local voluntary organisation for people who are no longer in full-time employment and 
who would like to keep active in mind and body.  It is about learning, enjoyment and meeting people. 
We currently have 22 active Interest Groups with several more in the pipeline.  Touch Tennis started in 
December and is proving very popular on Thursdays. There is serious interest in Pétanque and 
Architecture and a possibility that 3 more: Wine and/or Beer making; Chatting Crafting or Chess may 
start as soon as a few more people are interested.   
Jane Simms, our groups Co-ordinator, can be contacted on 792500 and would love to hear from people 
within reach of the Rea Valley who would like to take up a new interest as the year changes. We also 
arrange 6 Open Meetings a year with interesting presentations, a chance to socialise and occasionally a 
fun quiz.   
We warmly welcome new members and visitors can attend two group meetings before joining - which 
is an ideal way to see how interesting our meetings are.  
You have nothing to lose and much to gain!   
Check out our new website on: http://u3apontesburyreavalley.org.uk/index.htm 
or contact 792790 for a friendly chat about Pontesbury and Rea Valley U3A
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For advice on planning and 
pre-paid funeral plans.

01743 344646
133, LONGDEN COLEHAM, 

SHREWSBURY SY3 7DN 
www.pughsfuneraldirectors.com

COPYCOPYCOPYCOPY

 
Commercial Printing 

* 
Business & Personal 

Stationery 
* 

Ultra High-Speed Copying 
* 

Design Service 
* 

High Quality 
Digital Colour Printing 

* 
Full Colour Envelopes 

 
130 Longden Coleham, Shrewsbury 

01743 360424 
www.copy-write.co.uk
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News from 

Pontesbury Library 

We have quite a few new themes and displays in the 
library for February. There is a display of local walks with 
leaflets and books, which may be borrowed. We can 
also show you some useful websites where you can find 
walks and print them off on the library computers. 
Continuing with local studies, we hope to loan material 
from the Archives for displays together with talks on the 
mines and railways of Stiperstones, Minsterley and 
Pontesbury. 

The current fiction theme is a collection of books 
written by unlikely authors, famous people better 
known for another job. Some are quite surprising. Did 
you know Vince Cable had written a novel? 

We are always looking for new ideas in the library, if you 
have any suggestions for something that you think may 
be popular please let Beverley or Kay know. 

There will be children’s activities in the library during 
Half Term, keep an eye out for posters and the FoPL ‘use 
Pontesbury library’ Facebook page for more 
information.

 
 
 
 
 
 
“The next round of the Quiz will be held at Pitchford 
on Friday 1 February. Representing Snailbeach will be 
Jenny Alldridge, Susan Bates, Dave Fitzhugh and Jerry 
Hughes. 
 
In December we had our best result yet: 59 points, top 
marks on the night and we managed to give all the 
right answers that we knew, but Hope and Radbrook 
‘B’ also had 59 and Radbrook ‘B’ won the wine on a 
tie-break question. We ended up in second place in 
the second division of the league. 
 
We will no longer be in that position, however, after 
the January round when every team in our section 
scored in the thirties and forties, except for Bayston 
Hill who had 54. We managed 47 and, as has been 
fairly usual with us, could have had at least four more 
points if we had not put an incorrect answer when we 
actually knew the correct one, but we still would not 
have come near Bayston Hill's score.” 

QUIZ TIME From  
Jenny Aldridge  

Jenny reports on the progress of the Snailbeach Village 
Hall quiz team:

We wish Jenny and her team better luck in the 
next round.

1) 80 degrees 2) 260 
degrees 3) Row 2 4) 

Column 4 5) April 24th    
6) 9 a.m. 7) 49 degrees 

8) 12 degrees 9) 38  
10) 5.40 p.m.

What is the value of 
angle ‘x’?

Answers to  
puzzles & posers

1)

2)

What is the value of 
a + b + c + d?

3)

Which row has three 
numbers (which may or 
may not be all next to 

each other) that add up 
to 15?

4)

Which column has 
three numbers (which 
may or may not be all 

next to each other) that 
add up to 10?

5) If the 1st of April is a 
Sunday, which day 
would be the last 
Tuesday of April?

6) If it is currently 5:00 
a.m., then what time will 

it be in 100 hours?

7)

Three line segments AB, 
CD and EO and intersect 
at point O. If the  angle 
BOC is 139 degrees and 

angle DOE is a right 
angle, what is the 

measure of angle AOE? 

8)

Given that AB is a 
straight line, what is  x?

9) Simplify 24 – ( - 12) – 
( - 2)

10) If it is now 1:00 a.m. 
what time will it be in 
1000 minutes?

Coincidence is God's way 
of remaining anonymous. 

Albert Einstein 



 
 
 

Recycle your old scrap metal 

 
Washing Machines, Cookers, Cars, vans, Cast, 

Brass, copper, lead, batteries, cable, farm 

scrap, old central heating systems, etc. 

 

 

No load too big or too small 

Free Collection! 

 

 

Call - 07989 050 276 

Or -  01743 791 493
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Tom Griffiths
Mobile: 07859 335135

Bookings: 07718 275150
Covering Shropshire, Mid & West Wales

Fully Insured

The Flower Shop
3, Station Road, Minsterley 

Tel: 01743 791 860 
Email: 

theflower.shop@aol.com

Fresh Flowers, Plants, Greetings 
Cards, 

Wrapping Paper, Helium Balloons, 
and  

Much More

SWS Broadband, Brook House, Pennerley, Shrewsbury SY5 0NE 

0333 7000 227 | connect@swsbroadband.net 

SWS Broadband 
Your Local Internet Service Provider. . . 

Connecting Shropshire since 2005 
 

 

 
Affordable 

Reliable 

Flexible 

High Speed 

from £24/month 

Further savings with VoIP phone 

Choose the bandwidth you require 

Change service without penalty 

From 10Mbps to 30+Mbps 

Choose the bandwidth that suits you 

In-house technical support  

99.99% availability 
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From Maria Marks - 
Treasurer. 
 
 

Snailbeach Village Hall and residents of 
Snailbeach and Stiperstones celebrated another 
successful year in 2018, with hall hire and party 
bookings continuing to rise. Thank you to all who 
use the village hall and /or support the various 
activities being offered. Without the monies 
raised from hall use it would be difficult to cover 
cleaning costs and to improve the Village Hall 
facilities for the community. 
2018 saw the establishment of a regular toddler 
group on Thursday mornings. Thanks go to Anita 
Edwards and her team for providing this service 
to mothers and their children. 
 It has been our aim to improve the Play Area 
with some new pieces of play equipment, and 
through Lara Sproson-Jones’ on line ‘Just Giving’ 
site, various fund raising events and generous 
private donations (which will be matched from 
Village Hall funds) we have a big enough sum to 
purchase a large piece of play equipment. Anita 
and her team are to research which piece of play 
equipment would be most appreciated for our 
children’s use. It would be great if we could 
achieve this in time for the Spring or Summer. 
 
Car Park usage continues to increase, but, on 
making a comparison of year on year voluntary 
donations placed in the cairn, there has been no 
increase in funds generated. This, despite new 
signage requesting donations. Could we please 
ask that if you or your friends and family are 
visiting the village hall, or parking cars overnight 
(which is not strictly allowed, as our insurance 
does not cover this) you make a small donation - 
the money generated from the use of the car park 
helps pay for the regular maintenance and 
upkeep for the Play Area field, lawn mower 
maintenance and petrol, grass and hedge-cutting, 
etc. 
Our thanks go to Doug Boulter who regularly 
checks and empties the car park cairn, and to 
Graham McMillan and John Davies who work 
tirelessly to maintain the grounds. Their voluntary 
help is very much appreciated! 

 
It is with sadness that we say goodbye to our 
chairman, Philip Sproson-Jones, who, due to 
increasing work commitments, has stepped 
down. He assures us that he will still be available 
to help and support the various events. He is 
replaced as chairman by Ray Harper. Our great 
thanks go to Phil for all his hard work over the 
years, and we welcome Ray into his new role. Lara 
Sproson-Jones and Sal Tonge have also stepped 
down and we thank them also for their 
contributions to the success in the running of the 
Village Hall.  Inevitably there is a constant turn 
around of Village Hall trustees and we genuinely 
welcome anyone who is interested in being co-
opted onto the Committee. 
Our next Village Hall meeting is on Wednesday 
13th February at 7.30. DO come along and find 
out what the committee is all about- YOUR voice 
could make a big difference as we constantly try 
to improve our contribution to the community. 

 So where was Sandy the Snail 

in December? 
Phoebe of ‘Crosswinds’ was the first to find Sandy 

once more in our December Christmas edition, but she 

was quickly followed by Georgia Corfield of Prospect 

Cottages. Sandy was climbing up Andy Batchelor’s 

wall in his advert on page 14. So, well done Georgia 

and Phoebe! Bet you can’t find him in this February 

edition… 
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O
ver the past two hundred and fifty years four roman lead ingots (pigs) have been unearthed 
in the vicinity of the Shelve lead mining district of Shropshire. all had been cast from moulds 

bearing the inscription “IMP HadrIaNI avG” (Emperor Hadrian augustus reigned from 117 to 138 
a.d) and each one measured 118mm x 550mm x175mm and weighed approximately 190lbs 
(86kgs). 
 
One ingot was discovered in 1796 adjacent to Snailbeach Farm whilst costean trenching, one found 
in 1851 close to the iron age hill fort at Snead, one found in 1767 amongst ancient lead smelting 
slag adjacent to the roman Gravels and White Grit lead mines and another unearthed in 1775 near 
to aston Farm, Westbury on the ancient road from Shrewsbury to Montgomery.   

 
What happened to them? 
the one found adjacent to 
Snailbeach Farm was donated 
to the British Museum by a Mr 
John Lloyd of the Snailbeach 
Mining Company on the 25th of 
January 1798 where it still 
remains. 
 

the one discovered in ancient lead smelting slag close to the roman Gravels and White Grit lead 
mines on the rev. t.F.More’s estate is housed at *Linley Hall Shropshire. However, the location of 
the others (unearthed near to aston Farm and the one from Snead) have, until recently, remained 
elusive. 
 
Over the past few years, investigating and trawling through old documents and publications, 
certain things have come to light regarding the two missing ingots. 
 
**The Snead Ingot 
this was reported to have been found in 1851 whilst digging drainage ditches on the estate of 
Philip Morris Esq, the Hurst, Nr Clun where it remained in his possession until 1856. the ingot was 
then acquired for the private collection of Joseph Mayer F.S.a. of Liverpool. In 1867 Joseph Mayer 
donated the ingot to the Liverpool Museum. However, due to enemy action during the Second 
World War the museum sustained damage by aerial bombing and the record of the ingot was 
temporally mislaid. So, it was of great delight, after recent investigations and communications, via 
an associate and the assistant curator of the Liverpool World Museum, to discover that the ingot 
had been located and 
found to be safely housed 
in a storage facility of the 
museum.  
 
The Aston Ingot 
this remains an article for 
further debate and 
research. One of the only 
references found relates to 
a roman lead ingot with 
the cast mark “IMP 
HadrIaNI avG” being 
unearthed near to aston Farm House, Westbury, Shropshire in 1775 and later obtained by a Mr 
Probert of Copthorne, Shrewsbury for his private collection. On October the 15th, 1827 after his 
death, the estate of Mr Probert was sold including the ingot. unfortunately, further research to date 
has been unable to trace its whereabouts. 
 
In the Museum at Bath and on display is a roman ingot which is strikingly similar to the ones 
unearthed in Shropshire, same inscription, same size and weight. according to archive material it is 
stated that this ingot was found near to Sydney Gardens, Bath in 1822, but even an archaeologist 
and historian of the day quoted, “It bears exactly the same inscription of those from Snailbeach, 
Shelve and Snead so it may be presumed to have come from the Shropshire mines”.  
there are others who believe the ingot to be of Mendip (Somerset) origin from where the romans 

The Snead Ingot stored at the Liverpool World Museum

Snailbeach Ingot at the British Museum - London

Roman Lead Ingots  

from the Shelve Lead Mining District of Shropshire 

By Nick Southwick, Snailbeach 
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had large lead works at Priddy and Charterhouse. However, all the Mendip roman ingots 
discovered are of much earlier date and/or inscribed with different roman Imperial Emperors’ 
names. there is however a difference regarding this ingot compared to the Snailbeach, Linley and 
Snead ingots in as much as that the inscribed “IMP HadrIaNI avG” is slightly smaller. So, it is 

obvious that it was not cast from the same 
mould as the Snailbeach, Linley and Snead 
ingots. the one possible way to prove if the 
Bath ingot originated from Shropshire would 
be to obtain permission to carry out a Lead 
Isotope and Mass Spectrometry analysis. a 
type of finger printing technique which 
compares galena (lead ore) from a given 
mining area to the lead ingot, obviously this 

would not prove that the ingot came from aston but would prove if it were to be of Shropshire 
origin. 
 
In November 2002 the Shropshire Mines trust commissioned Barry Ellis to reproduce a roman 
lead ingot based on measurements previously taken from the Linley Hall ingot. His expertise in 
pattern making and casting skills produced an excellent lead ingot, which incidentally, weighed in 
at exactly 86 kgs. this ingot is now on display in the visitors Centre at the Snailbeach Mine.  
 
*Linley Hall with most of its contents has been sold recently. However, it is said that the ingot 
still remains at Linley Hall in the custody of the new owners. 
 
** Special 
thanks to the 
Staff of the 
Liverpool 
Museum storage 
facility for 
allowing access 
to view and 
photograph the 
Snead Ingot.  
 
Footnote: an 
ingot had once 
been exhibited in 
the Geology Museum of Birmingham university (now the Lapworth Museum) which before 
investigating led me to believe that there could have been a fifth ingot, or that the university’s 
ingot was the one found at aston. However, after inspecting an early photograph of the 
university’s ingot it is quite obvious from damage marks that the university and Linley ingot are 
one and the same. Charles Lapworth (1842 – 1920) the eminent Professor of Geology at 
Birmingham university was an associate of the late rev. t.F. More of Linley Hall. It may be 
assumed that the rev. t.F. Moore had at one time loaned the ingot to the university along with 
spectacular mineral specimens from his estate mines. Sometime later the ingot must have been 
returned to Linley Hall. 

References:- 
Liverpool Museum (Storage Facility) Item M6682         
archaeological Journal - 1859 Page 32 - 34.  
archaeological Journal - 1866 Page 279. 
Geography of the County of Shropshire - W.W.Watts 1919 Page 135. 
transactions of the Shropshire archaeological and Natural History Society - 1888 Pages 276-280. 
the Liverpool Geological Society – 1861 tenth Session Pages 23-29. 
Synopsis of the Contents of the British Museum - 1810 Page 77. 
Somerset archaeological and Natural History Society - 1858 Pages 14-16 
an analysis of romano-British Lead Pigs – vincent Gardener 1999. 
Lead Isotope data - B.M.rohl – 1996 Oxford university. 
SWaaG – 2012 Item 2389. 

Ingot on display at the Bath Museum

Roman Gravels/ White Grit Ingot at Linley Hall 

 Editor’s note: But just suppose that all this isn’t true? Perhaps all these ingots were 
part of a gigantic victorian hoax set up by unscrupulous City businessmen to fleece naive investors 
into believing that the Shropshire mines were more productive than they actually were? For a 
fascinating piece of scurrilous conspiracy theory nonsense, visit www.Ludlow.eye.com.the website 
describes itself as "an irreverent look at the civic shenanigans in the ancient rotten borough of 
Ludlow, Shropshire" 
It certainly put a smile on my face, but take it with a very large pinch of salt! 
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John Powell’s  
Home Improvements 

For any Plastering, Tiling, 
Plumbing  

and  
General Maintenance. 

 
Can also fit kitchens and 

bathrooms.  
 

Fully Insured. 
 

NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL 
 

Call John on  
Home: 01743 791 627 
Mobile: 07838 015 005

Tankerville 

 Pottery and Gallery 
 

Excellent selection 
of: 

Paintings, Cards, 
Crystals, Stoneware 

Pottery, Oven to 
Tableware, Bread 

Crocks. 
 

Super Presents at 
Reasonable Prices! 

 
Tankerville Pottery & Gallery 

Pennerley, Stiperstones. 
SY5 0NB 

Tel: 01743 791 580 
www.tankervillegallery.co.uk

  
  

STATION ROAD, MINSTERLEYSTATION ROAD, MINSTERLEY  
  

KK EE BB AA BB SS,,   PP II ZZ ZZ AA SS,,     
BB UU RR GG EE RR SS,,   

  FF II SS HH  &&  CC HH II PP SS  

Tel: 01743 791 827 
 

Telephone orders welcome 
 

Monday & Tuesday Special 
Two 9” or 12” pizzas for £10

GLADRAGS 
 
 
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

New & Used Dress Agency 
Call in to see our selection of 

quality classic, casual & designer 
clothing and accessories at 

affordable prices 
 

Brrrr! Winter is here… 
Time to re-vamp your wardrobe. 

We have now taken in quality used 
clothing and accessories for the 

winter season. 
Should you require our ‘collection 
and return’ service for a complete 

wardrobe clearance, please call 
one of our team for information. 

 
UPSTAIRS AT 

CONNECTIONS STORE, 
SHREWSBURY ROAD, 

PONTESBURY, SY5 0QD 
Visit our Tea Room for 

 Ladies that Lunch! 

T: 01743 790600 
M: 07795 592716 

Evenings: 01743 791935 
E: sue.lindsay@stiperstones.net 
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Snailbeach White Stars F.C.

Jordan Knill with the latest match reports

Snailbeach White Stars 11-3 Loppington 
SUMMARY: Third time in quick succession we’d faced 
the visitors and we managed another win in an 
eventful game. Plenty of goals, some rough challenges 
and a few mistakes throughout the game, but three 
points on the board again. Last home game before 
Christmas and a victory that keeps us in 2nd behind 
champions Instones United. 
GOAL SCORERS: Adam DAVIES (4), Marcus ASHLEY (3), 
Jamie HYNE (2), Craig GRIFFITHS (2) 
MAN OF THE MATCH: Craig GRIFFITHS – Work horse as 
always but chipped in with a goal at a crucial time and 
broke up play all game, nipping around and snuffing 
out the visitors on the break. 
TEAM:  
GK: Wayne WALTON 
DEF: Joe BYERS, Owen MORRIS, Manny WILLIAMS, Sam 
JONES 
MID: Reece BENSON, Jamie HYNE, Craig GRIFFITHS, 
Cory COLE 
ATT: Marcus ASHLEY, Adam DAVIES  
SUBS: Aryn MATTHEE, Ollie DAVIES 
Talbot Ketley Bank 2-1 Snailbeach White 
Stars 
SUMMARY: Out of the Senior County Cup at the 
quarter final stage after a poor away day in Telford. 
One of those days where nothing went our way. An 
injury to Wally in goal early in the second half and only 
having one substitute due to the Welsh ruling didn’t 
help, but the hosts battled hard and certainly gave us a 
game that merited the win. 
GOAL SCORER: Adam DAVIES 
MAN OF THE MATCH: Ben MILLINGTON – Out of 
position due to the shortage of players and asked to 
play in the holding midfield role. Enjoyed the rough and 
tumble nature and sticky pitch, snapped into 
challenges and did all the dirty jobs well. 
TEAM: 
GK: Wayne WALTON 
DEF: Nath JEX, Owen MORRIS, Manny WILLIAMS, Jack 
BREEZE 
MID: Ben MILLINGTON, Jamie HYNE, Craig GRIFFITHS 
ATT: Joe BYERS, Marcus ASHLEY, Adam DAVIES  
SUB: Ollie DAVIES 
 

Snailbeach White Stars 3-2 Cruckton 
Rovers 
SUMMARY: What a game. 2nd against 3rd at the top of 
the Premier Division and the game certainly did not 
disappoint. 2-0 down at half time against a quality 
outfit, the boys showed some bottle to battle back and 
deservedly snatch a huge win and three points. 
Thoroughly deserved after the second half display and 
unlucky not to have scored a few more.  
GOAL SCORERS: Manny WILLIAMS, Adam DAVIES, Sam 
JONES 
MAN OF THE MATCH: Sam JONES – Caused problems 
after switching sides in the second half. Great cross 
from the right to create the first goal and managed to 
find the winner for us with ten minutes to go! 
TEAM: 
GK: Wayne WALTON 
DEF: Aryn MATTHEE, Owen MORRIS, Manny WILLIAMS 
MID: Ben MILLINGTON, Craig GRIFFITHS, Jamie HYNE, 
Reece BENSON, Sam JONES 
ATT: Marcus ASHLEY, Adam DAVIES  
SUBS: Ollie DAVIES, Jack BREEZE, Dan CAMBURN 
Snailbeach White Stars 9-0 White Lion 
SUMMARY: Big win following the Christmas break and 
back into the groove with a neat and tidy display. 
Played some very decent football with almost a full 
team at our disposal. Into the next round of the league 
cup which will be important as we look to add some 
silverware to the cabinet come the end of the season. 
GOAL SCORERS: Adam DAVIES (3), Jamie HYNE (2), 
Marcus ASHLEY, Craig HARRIS, Craig GRIFFITHS, Ollie 
DAVIES 
MAN OF THE MATCH: Jamie HYNE – Scored two very 
well taken goals and was a constant creative spark with 
some mazy runs and the odd showboat. Played with 
confidence and looked sharp.  
TEAM: 
GK: Wayne WALTON 
DEF: Ben MILLINGTON, Owen MORRIS, Manny 
WILLIAMS 
MID: Craig HARRIS, Craig GRIFFITHS, Jamie HYNE, 
Reece BENSON, Sam JONES 
ATT: Marcus ASHLEY, Adam DAVIES 
SUBS: Dan CAMBURN, Ollie DAVIES, Nath JEX, Aryn 
MATTHEE  
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Iyengar Yoga in Shropshire 

YOGA CLASS 

Snailbeach Village Hall 
Tuesdays 7.00 – 8.30 p.m. 

Suitable for all levels 
Pre-booking only 
For details contact:- 

Liz on 01743 790698 
Email: 

elizabethknowles1@googlemail.com 
 

 

Hignetts 
of 

Pontesbury Ltd 
Established 1919 

 
Family run fresh food retailers 

 
Locally sourced meat 

Fresh fruit and vegetables 
Fair trade foods 

Bread, pies, buns and cakes all  
baked on the premises daily 

 
Freshly filled sandwiches, 

baguettes and rolls 
 

Groceries at competitive prices 
Garden plants and flowers 

Compost and grow bags 
 

UPS parcel collection and 
delivery hub 

 
Tel: 01743 790 228 
www.hignetts.co.uk

Feel Good Feet
Foot Health Practitioner

Julie Foster
DipFH   MCFHP   MAFHP

Mobile foot treatments in the comfort 
of your own home

To book an appointment call

07772 086846
Routine home foot care visits include:

Toenail trimming - Corn removal - 

Callus reduction - Ingrown toenails 

- Fungal infection treatments - 

Verrucae - Cracked heal care - 

Diabetic foot care

I also do manicure, pedicure and 

nail gel varnish

Registered with the association of 
foot health professionals
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Letter from Westminster  

 

 

 
 

NHS Long Term Plan 
Last month the PM published the NHS Long Term Plan – setting out how it intends to allocate the 

record extra funding for the NHS in England over the next 10 years. The Plan has been developed 

and driven forward by clinicians, patients and medical experts, and sets out a 10 year programme to 

protect the health service for generations to come and improve patient care.  

As a former Health Minister, I have seen first-hand the impact that robust forward planning can 

make to patient care within the NHS. So I am convinced this Plan, backed with the government’s 

investment of £20.5 billion a year into the NHS in real terms by 2023/24, will help transform patient 

care. There is an appropriate focus on prevention, personal responsibility and promoting good 

health, with more rapid diagnostics, and a focus on new technologies and treatments to improve 

care.  

I am particularly pleased to see real commitment to bringing the NHS into the digital age. Effective 

use of technology can help solve many of the issues facing our NHS today and into the future. The 

steps taken in the Plan will mean everyone in the country will have digital access to their GP, 

including being able to make appointments, manage prescriptions and view their health records 

online – helping to streamline the service for everyone, whether IT savvy or not.  

This investment will also mean additional staffing throughout the NHS, with tens of thousands more 

doctors, nurses and other health professionals. Better prevention, detection, treatment and recovery 

from serious diseases alongside record investment in primary, community and mental healthcare 

will help improve health outcomes for all patients.  

This includes earlier and more rapid diagnosis, new screening programmes and an offer of genomic 

testing to all people with cancer – so that in 10 years’ time, 55,000 more people survive cancer each 

year. It will also see improvements in the prevention, detection and treatment of cardiovascular 

disease, including expanding the use of mechanical thrombectomy in stroke care and improving 

access to cardiac rehabilitation to be amongst the best in Europe by 2028. Over 10 years, the plan 

will prevent up to 100,000 heart attacks, strokes & dementia cases and ensure 1,600 stroke patients 

avoid long-term disability each year. 

Health and care teams will be expected to work more closely together, to make sure older people are 

getting the support they need to remain independent, avoiding unnecessary hospital admissions. 

I was a strong supporter of Freedom to Speak Up champions when I was a Health Minister. So I am 

pleased to see further commitment in the Long Term Plan to making the NHS more supportive of 

staff, clamping down on bullying and providing better support services, to ensure the NHS is a 

world-class employer.  

Of course, there is an expectation that the NHS plays its part in cutting waste and uses taxpayers as 

efficiently as possible. When the NHS is receiving over £120bn per year of public money, even 

small savings in percentage terms can lead to significant extra funding to put back into patient 

services. So new digital ways of working and increasing back office efficiency will help save more 

than £700 million across the NHS.  

In coming months the NHS will work with communities to see how this plan will be implemented at 

a local level, and I shall be pressing to see the detailed impact of this Plan for Shropshire.

Philip Dunne MP 

House of Commons 

London 

SW1A 0AA 

02072192388 

www.philipdunne.com 
February 2019 

Philip Dunne
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T P Hockly 
Building Contractor 

Timber Framed Buildings & Extensions, 

Brickwork & Plastering 

Driveways, General Building Work & 

Building Maintenance 

Call Tim on: 01743 791 114 

Mobile: 07814 498 524

rESPONSIBLE dISPOSaL aNd 
rEMOvaL OF uNWaNtEd BEE aNd 

WaSP NEStS 
reasonable rates 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Call tim Hockly 07814 498 524

Heather Kidd 
Local Shropshire Councillor 

for 

Chirbury & Worthen 
including Snailbeach and 

Stiperstones 
Telephone: 01938 561 651 

Mobile: 07980 635 518 

Email: 

heather.kidd@shropshire.gov.uk 

Facebook: Heather Kidd  

www.heatherkidd.org.uk 

The Stiperstones Inn

Open from 11.30am and serving food 
from 12pm - 9pm daily

www.stiperstonesinn.co.uk
Tel. 01743 791 327
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NATURAL ENGLAND 
Notes from the hill 
Simon Cooter for Natural England staff at Rigmoreoak. 
 
There have been a few sightings of peregrine falcons around 
the Stiperstones over the Christmas period. This magnificent 
bird holds the title of the fastest animal on the planet 
(discounting humans). When it stoops into a dive to make a 
kill it regularly reaches 200mph. The name peregrine means 
to wander and in winter this is what these birds do, moving 
around the country, often visiting the coast where they prey 
upon flocks of wading birds in estuaries and saltmarshes. 
However they can turn up anywhere where there is a good 
source of food, which is more often than not other birds. For 
that reason nature reserves are a good place to see them, 
although large flocks of starlings or pigeons in more urban 
settings often attract a resident pair.  
 
The female peregrine is considerably larger and heavier than 
the male, and their prey choices reflect this difference with 
females taking larger prey items. However they both have a 
liking for pigeons which make up at least 50% of their diet. It 
has been this partiality for pigeon that has often brought the 
peregrine into conflict with man. During the Second World 
War homing pigeons were used extensively for sending 
messages and many bomber crews would take a homing 
pigeon on a raid in case they had to bail out. It was hoped 
that the message stating their location, particularly if at sea, would trigger a search and rescue 
operation. The peregrine falcon was deemed to be a threat to this practice and so in 1940 the 
government issued the Destruction of Peregrine Falcon Order and the Air Ministry carried out a cull of 
600 birds. Interestingly airports now employ falconers to frighten away birds that could cause a 
collision with aircraft. 
 
This cull was nothing compared to the effects of DDT in pesticides which caused the thinning of egg 
shells, the failure of nests and a crash in the population. Since the ban of DDT in1980 this remarkable 
bird has made an incredible recovery and is now widespread across the UK and the winter distribution 
has doubled since the 1981-84 census. 
 
We will soon be setting up our rota for volunteers to open the Blakemoorgate cottages and we could 
do with a few more volunteers. If anyone is happy to spare one Sunday by opening and manning the 
cottages, please let us know and we can add you to our list of volunteers. Training is given and we 
open the first Sunday of each month April to October 11am to 3pm. (Contact 01743 792294 or 
stiperstones.events@naturalengland.org.uk). 
 
A final piece of good news, following the release of 21 “head started” curlew chicks released from the 
Stiperstones last year (head starting is where the eggs are incubated, hatched and the chicks reared 
on to fledging), is that the first head started bird has been spotted. The bird was seen by a birdwatcher 
in Cornwall. The colour-ringed bird was feeding with other curlews on the Hayle Estuary about 200 
miles from its release site. For more information about the curlew country project go to 
www.curlewcountry.org.uk. 
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Mobile Monday 

Hairdresser 
A s ta te  reg i s te red ha i rdresser 

offering a mobile service in your area 
on Mondays 

Call Avril: 07905 640 167 
  

Available for salon appointments 
at : 

 Altro Capelli 
Pontesbury 

Tues & Weds - 9.30 am  to 5 pm 
Call Avril: 01743 790 386 

   
Minsterley 

Thurs & Fri - 9am to 7pm 
Call Avril: 01743 792 548 

 

Motor Ser
vices

Tyres, Exhausts, Bodywork 
Servicing & Pre‑MOTs etc. 

At Minsterley Motors, Stiperstones SY5 0LZ 

Telephone: 01743 791 783 

Mobile: 07810 232 309

                     PURPLE PUPPIES 
                            01743 792292    
                            07940 577685 

 Dog walking…. 
 Pet home alone visits…  
 Day-care (limited availability)  
 One to One Training  
 Raw food sales and advice 
 Perfect Fit Harness stockist 

 

 

 

Deb Gallimore APDT 01189 

debgallimore@outlook.com 
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I live in the hidden village of Stiperstones, which is about 15 miles south of Shrewsbury. There are 
many human and physical features in my settlement. 
I will describe these features for you now. 
Stiperstones is a tiny village and about 100 people live here. There are about 50 houses in the village 
and one new, bendy main road going through the middle of it. There is a welcoming pub, a fun primary 
school, a quaint chapel, an eclectic shop and many traditional farms. It is an ancient settlement and the 
newest houses are about 10 years old. The original settlement dates all the way back to 1790. There is 
a trickling stream running down some quiet lanes. 
There’s many, many hills all around the charming village. 
The primary school only has about 30 children and is very 
small. One class is Key Stage one and the other is Key Stage 
two. There’s also a pre-school which had no-one going to it 
so it closed, but the school uses it for meetings sometimes. 
The Mytton flags are just two fields away from my ancient 
house. 
The hills are globally known for natural beauty and a great 

place to walk the 
energetic dog. 
Be careful not to let your dog off the lead, though, because there 
are always lethargic sheep or nesting birds around. 
There is a short terrace of council houses called Coronation 
Cottages. There is a miniature shop in the village which is full of 
bargains. There are lots and lots of lead mine shafts scattered 
around the hills. There is a garage owned by a man that lives in the 
village and he fixes everyone’s broken vehicles. 
Stiperstones is a popular tourist attraction with lots of clean holiday 

cottages for them to stay in. A popular place for people to meet up is the pub which can get very lively 
on some nights. I love living here and my hobbies include: playing in the dark woods, lighting fires and 
camping out (I’m a scout), walking, playing on our high rope swing, biking, playing with clay in the chilly 
stream and most importantly whinberrying amongst the 
purple heather. 
It is an area of outstanding natural beauty. The area is 
packed full of rare wild life such as nesting birds, bats 
down the mine, foxes, badgers and there are frequently 
owls outside plus much, much more wildlife. 
I would strongly advise coming to Stiperstones especially 
if you have an eager dog to walk or even if you just want 
a pleasant walk by yourself. Remember not to litter in 
the wonderful landscape if you want it to stay this 
stunning place for many more generations to come. 
 

Stiperstones
my village.

By Suzie Jackson - age 11

The Stiperstones Inn

Editor’s note: This is the first of what I hope will be many more children’s pieces 

published in the pages of the SDN. I intend dedicating this page every month to stories, 

articles and artwork produced by local children, so, c’mon kids, get writing and drawing and 

see your work printed here! But remember, it must be good...

The Snailbeach Lead Mine 

My School
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A dedicated and independent veterinary 
practice that has been established in 

Shropshire for over 50 years, specialising in 
companion animal care.  

 
Natalie Morris BVSc MRCVS 

 
Website: 

www.malthouseveterinarygroup.co.uk 
Email:  

reception@malthouseveterinarygroup.co.uk

Telephone: 01743 791246  

 
GARDEN FURNITURE 

 FROM 
 RECYCLED TIMBER 

CHAIRS, COFFEE TABLES,  
BENCH SEATS etc. 

E-mail: servatory@hotmail.com 

Or call Graham on 01743 790 115 
WHEEL BARROW PLANTERS FROM £10

HAND MADE

 

J. Lewis &J. Lewis &  
SonsSons  

Coal Merchants 
Haulage Contractors 

Hardcore, Sand & Gravels 
 

Tel: 01743 791 366 
jlewisandsons@outlook.com

Gentle Flow Yoga 
Snailbeach Village Hall 

Be kind to your body & gentle on your mind 
 

Tuesdays 10 – 11.30am 
Suitable for those with some yoga experience 

 
Prior enrolment essential 

 

Please contact Caro on: 
Email: schiansky04@yahoo.com 

Tel: 01743 791742 
 

First session a free trial one for newcomers. 



 
Heather Kidd’s 

Report  
 
 
 

THE REALITIES OF OUR PLANNING SYSTEM 
Like many residents and councillors across 
Shropshire, I am very annoyed about the 
inconsistent, almost secretive, way that the 
planning system currently works in our area. 
Effectively some 98% plus of decisions on 
planning applications are taken by officers behind 
closed doors. Only a few contentious decisions 
are decided by the Planning Committee 
composed of some Shropshire Councillors 
(though not me). 
Usually a planning officer rings me and asks me if 
I want an application taken to the Committee if it 
is contentious or the Parish and I disagree with 
the officer proposed decision. Whether it actually 
goes to the Planning Committee or not rests with 
the Chair and Vice Chair of this Committee - two 
Tory councillors from outside our area. These 
requests are usually turned down and the 
decision whether to approve the decision is then 
taken by officers. 
This system is unfair and lacks any transparency 
whatsoever. 
Our parish councils and I have many strong 
representations for or against planning 
applications only to hear the decision has been 
taken behind closed doors without further 
reference to any of us. This has often lead to 
inconsistent and sometimes inexplicable 
decisions much to the fury of everyone 
concerned. 

My colleagues in the Lib Dem Group and I have 
been pushing hard to get a more open and 
accountable process in place. 
RORRINGTON TO WAYSIDE ROAD GETS PART OF 
THE £7.3 MILLION FROM GOVERNMENT! 
This will be closed this spring for works to 
improve the drainage and the road surface. As 
soon as I have dates I will send them out in email 
or on Facebook. Email me at: 
heather.kidd@shropshire.gov.uk if you would like 
to be added to the email list for planning 
applications, road closures and other local events. 
 ROAD CLOSURE – DURY LANE 
 29th January 2019 - 5th February 2019 
 0800-1600 hrs Resurfacing Scheme. 
You can view the closure and diversion route by 
clicking here:  
https://roadworks.org?tm=111976768 
Should you have any queries regarding this 
closure, please call Customer Services on 0345 
6789006, or contact the Street Works Team on 
streetworks@shropshire.gov.uk. 
Heather  
Heather Kidd, Shropshire Councillor for Chirbury 

and Worthen 

Tel: 07980635516  

heather.kidd@shropshire.gov.uk  

www.heatherkidd.org 
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Snailbeach Village Hall 
Snailbeach Village Hall Booking Fees 

HIRE CHARGES FOR PLEDGE MEMBERS AND LOCAL COMMUNITY GROUPS  
Community groups/activities                                          Normal rate (£)             Pledge rate (£) 

(per session of up to 4 hours day or 6 hours evening)          20.00                            12.50 

Private Hire for meetings as above                                       30.00                            20.00 

Hire of Hall and all catering facilities                                   40.00                            25.00 

Hire of Hall with full bar facilities                                        90.00                            60.00 

To book the Village Hall please contact Marg Price on 

01743 791 633

visit 
snailbeachdistrictnews.co.uk 
for latest updates on local roadworks 

and closures.

“In war, you can only be killed 

once, but in politics, many times.”  
Winston Churchill 

See Heather’s article on the emotive 
side of Planning Applications on page 11
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Crowning Glory 
 

 
 
 
 

Val would like to welcome 
 all customers old and new. 

Fully qualified and accredited 
 in all aspects of hair and beauty. 

Opening times: 
Tuesday - 9 to 5pm 

Wednesday - 9 to 5pm 
Thursday - 9 to 5.30pm 

Friday - 9 to 5.30pm 
Saturday – 9 to 1pm 

Bennett’s Business Centre, Main Rd, Pontesbury. 
Tel: 01743 790 008 

Check out our Facebook pages for special offers. 

hand controls 
 

left foot accelerators 
 

car boot hoists 
 

person hoists 
 

swivel seats 
 

secondary control  
systems ...and more! 

      Unit 11  
      Malehurst Industrial Estate 
      Minsterley, Shropshire 
      SY5 0EQ 
      info@allshropshiremobility.co.uk 

Offering a bespoke service to both 
Motability and private customers 

 
Tel:  01743 790 879 

Call: 07966 788791 

Quotations: 01743 792013 

www.benmorriselectrical.co.uk 
 

Efficient friendly service from an 

 experienced Electrician 
 

        ▪       Specialist in House Rewiring 
        ▪       Inspection & Testing of Properties 
        ▪       Extra Sockets & Lights installed  
                  (no job too small) 
        ▪       We will fit your own newly                            
                  purchased lights etc. 
        ▪       All work VAT free 
        ▪       Fully Insured 
        ▪       All work certified and notified to  
                  building control (Part P) 
        ▪       Free Quotations 
        ▪       Competitive Hourly Rates 

 
 

COMPLETE SERVICE AND REPAIR CENTRE 
 

 
-  

- -  
-  

 

-  
- -  
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Robert Currie presents... 

Friday, 8th March  
Snailbeach Village Hall 

7.00 p.m. 
 

Robert Currie will give a visual 
presentation of his recent holiday and 

travels in New Zealand. 
Entrance will cost £5 (£3 under 12's) 

Proceeds from the evening will be given 
to St Luke's church.  

Refreshments will be available.  
Doors will be open from 7:00 p.m.  

The entertainment begins at 7:30. p.m. 
Don't miss the chance to transport 

yourself to the other end of the world! 
 

 the winter is almost over and the gardening 
year can begin: the trading Post will be 
opening on Saturday 2 February for those 
who want to get started now. It’s been a 
mild winter so far and much in the garden 
is springing in to life – despite the usual 
sting that winter has in its tail in February. 
Seed potatoes, pea, bean and beetroot 
seeds are now available, as well as plenty 
of all the other materials that you will need 
to get sowing and growing. Our bulk 
delivery of multi-purpose compost is filling 
the place and the usual offer of a reduced 
price for three bags is in place. as usual 
there will be people on hand to help carry 
the heavy stuff to your car. 
Some dates for your diary: 
5 March: Annual General Meeting, 7.30 
pm in the Public Hall 
16 May: Spring into the Garden, 7.30 
pm in the Public Hall 
24 August: Annual Show, 2.30 pm in 
the Public Hall 
 
a reminder: subscriptions for 2019 are now 
due: £2, or £1 if you are retired. 
the trading Post is situated in the Old 
Station Buildings on Station road and is 
open every Saturday from 9.30 to 12 noon.

PONTESBURY GARDENERS ASSOCIATION

V A L E N T I N E 
How many words of 4 or more letters can you make 

out of the name Valentine? 
(a gentle reminder to those ‘unromantics ‘ -14th 

February, flowers and chocs compulsory!)  
Without referring to a dictionary, and using each 
letter only as shown ( 2 E’s and 2 N’s). No proper 

nouns allowed. 
The Snailbeach resident score to beat is 60 Longest 

word 7 letters 
ANSWERS listed below. 

V- valiant vain, vane, vale, valet, veal, veil, vent, 
venal, venial, ventil, vina, vine, vial, vile, vint 
A – alee, alien, alive, ante, anti, anvil 
L- late, lave, lateen, lean, leant, leave, leaven, 
levant, line, linn, linnet, lint, lenient, live 
E- eaten, elan, elate, elite, enliven, even, event, 
evil, entail 
N- nail, nave, navel, neat, nine, neve  
T- tail, tale, teen, teal, tile, tine, tinea 
I- inlet, invent

I know of only one duty, and that is to love. 
 Albert Camus

The Future of St Luke, Snailbeach 
St Luke Snailbeach has now been a ‘Festival Church’ for 
over one year.  This means there are services on six key 
festival dates per year, including Christmas, Easter, 
Harvest and Remembrance Sunday, as well as being 
available for the Occasional Offices (baptisms, 
weddings and funerals).  In addition, the church is open 
every day of the year, thanks to the commitment of 
Doug Boulter. 
At the PCC meeting of Holy Trinity Minsterley & St Luke 
Snailbeach at Holy Trinity Church Minsterley on 
Tuesday 26th February at 7.30pm we will therefore be 
reviewing the situation, and the extent to which it is 
still a viable model to continue with, or not, going 
forward.  In making a decision we will need to bear in 
mind our limited clergy resources, finances and the 
volunteer effort required for the upkeep and 
maintenance of the church building and the graveyard. 

People are invited to attend the PCC meeting, for that 
part of the discussion, or they can pass any comments 
to me or Doug Boulter. Please do contribute any views 
you have, including any practical solution for offers of 
financial and volunteer support. 
Revd Giles Tulk 
Rector of the Stiperstones Group & Rural Dean 
We need your support at this meeting because 
without community input  this little church will close. 
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Danny Bebb

JOHN W. F. BEBBJOHN W. F. BEBB
Building, Civil Engineering, 

Surfacing and Steel Fabrication 

Contractors

The Bungalow,  
Weston Road,  
White Gritt, 
Minsterley, 
Shrewsbury, SY5 0JJ 

Phone: 07815 801 871 
Fax: 01588 650 386 
Email: 
johnbebb@hotmail.co.uk

LL OGSOGS  F F OROR  S S ALEALE

Free delivery on bags 
within 10 miles.  

Nets for collection.

Bulk Bag & Net Suppliers

Danny Bebb 
Weston Road, 
White Gritt, 
Minsterley, Shrewsbury, 
SY5 0JJ

Phone: 07815 801 871 
Fax: 01588 650 386 
greenacreslogs@hotmail.com

Order your bag (or multiple bags), fill them with 
your waste and leave them in a vehicle 

accessible place, call us and we will collect. 

CHEAPER & EASIER THAN A SKIP!

£72 Inc VAT for bag & collection. Discounts on 
multiple bags from the same address at the 

same time

JJOHNOHN  W. F. B W. F. BEBBEBB  
SMALL TOOL & PLANT HIRE 

07815 801 871 

Phone for details on all Tools & Plant.  
Delivery available.

Mini Digger £50 

High Lift Dumper £40 

Magic Screed £40 

Bull Float £30 

Wacker Plate £30 

Stihl Saw from £25 

Pointing Guns £10 

Grinders from £15 

Welder/Generator £50 

Trailer Hire from £15 

And much more!

Danny Bebb 

The Bungalow,  
Weston Road,  
White Gritt, 
Minsterley, 
Shrewsbury, SY5 0JJ 

Phone: 07815 801 871 

Fax: 01588 650 386 

Email: 

johnbebb@hotmail.co.uk
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On Boxing Day, 10 year old Bethany Trow of  
Shrewsbury AC’s became the first junior to break 
the half hour barrier in this, the 40th running of 
the Devil’s Chair Dawdle or Dash. Bethany 
completed a trio of wins and finished as the fourth 
lady overall with only 51 runners out of a field of 
403 in front of her in a time of 29:04. 

With the unseasonable mild weather and a layer of 
brashed heather over the worst of the stones it 
was a day for fast times. Mercia’s Sarah Willhoilt 
gained revenge on Amy Partridge in the ladies race 
and in doing so broke Alison Lavender’s long 
standing record dipping under 25 mins for the first 
time. Veteran Nicola Richards followed with young 
Bethany splitting the long standing rivalry between 
Nicola and Anna Bartlett. Under 18 winner 
Maddison Griffiths rounded off the leading 
five. First lady over 50 was Telford’s ever present 
Juliet Hoad, while Lesley Schofield, not conceding 
her true ag, and Lesley Pymm from Bourneville 
continue to prove you are never too old. 

Five local ladies put the Stiperstones lads to 
shame. Amelia Williams, a previous under 18 
winner, and first timers Sal Tonge, Jane Bratby and 
mother and daughter pair Louise Cook and Neave 
Wright-Cook all showing the men how it’s done. 

In the men’s event Telford’s William Kay did not defend his title and it was left to veteran ERYRI runner 
Richard Roberts to roll back the years to his previous victory in 2011 and hold off Mercia’s topless Andy 
Watkins, fellow veteran Rob Baker and under 18 winner Tom Wilde from Oswestry.  John Atyeo from 
Mercia just overcame Maldwyn’s Paul Beeson and teammate Dave Farrow in the over 50s while Ed 
Davies made it at least 13 age victories in a row going back to 2005, in the over 60s.  Dave Evason posted 
a remarkable sub 45 min time in the over 70s with grandson Robert still fast enough to finish top 40. 

In the junior section Mid Shropshire Wheeler Alex Hart recorded his fourth win in his final year in this 
age group.  His time of 30.15 broke his own boy’s record, while first and only Stiperstones man Tim 
Hockley continues to run personal bests and may still break that 30 minute barrier himself. 

We believe the 402 entries is a record as is the 322 finishers.  The event raised £1500 for the Severn 
Hospice and the Lingen Davies Unit. John and Geoff Sproson thank all the competitors and helpers for 
making this yet another great event. 

See you all next year!

Rising star breaks 30 minute barrier

Geoff Sproson reports 

The Devil’s Chair Dawdle or Dash 2018

Bethany Trow
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Telephone: 01743 791 208 
(8am - 5pm Monday to Friday) 

Email Address: john@minsterleymotors.co.uk 
Website: www.minsterleymotors.co.uk

2A, The Farriers, Annscroft, Shrewsbury SY5 8AN
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Minster leyMinster ley   
MotorsMotors  

is a family run 
business and 
has been an 

established part 
of the Shropshire 
scene for many 
years. If it’s a 
friendly and 

eff icient 
service you are 
looking for, you 
need not look 

any further than 
M ins ter leyMinster ley   

MotorsMotors ..   
We will be 
delighted to 

provide you with 
a 

comprehensive 
quotation at 
guaranteed 
prices for all 

types of coach 
hire and coach 
travel and for 
any size of 

group. 
01743 791 208

 

Pontesbury Shop 08:50 Ludlow Assembly Rooms 13:15
Minsterley 08:55 Craven Arms 13:30

Hope 09:00 Long Meadowend 13:35
Gravels 09:03 Aston on Clun 15:17

White Grit 09:05 Lydbury North 13:50
Lydham 09:10 Little Brampton 14:00

Bishops Castle 09:15 Clunton 14:02
Colebatch 09:20 Clun 14:05

Clun 09:35 Colebatch 14:20
Clunton 09:38 Bishops Castle 14:25

Little Brampton 09:40 Lydham 14:30
Lydbury North 09:50 White Grit 14:35
Aston on Clun 10:03 Gravels 14:37

Long Meadowend 10:05 Hope 14:40
Craven Arms 10:10 Minsterley 14:45

Ludlow Assembly Rooms 10:25 Pontesbury 14:50
Does not run on Bank Holidays except Good Friday

745  Mondays and Fridays only 

 

775  Tuesdays only 
                Pontesbury Shop 09:30 Newtown 13:50

Minsterley 09:35 Kerry 14:00
Plox Green 09:38 Sarn 14:10

Hope 09:40 Blue Bell 14:15

Gravels 09:45 Church Stoke 14:20
White Grit 09:48 Bishops Castle 14:35
Llan Turn 09:51 Bishops Castle 14:40

Bromleys Mill 09:55 Lydham 14:43

Lydham 09:57 Bromleys Mill 14:45

Bishops Castle 10:00 Llan Turn 14:49
Bishops Castle 10:05 White Grit 14:52
Church Stoke 10:20 Gravels 14:55

Blue Bell 10:25 Hope 15:00
Sarn 10:30 Plox Green 15:02
Kerry 10:40 Minsterley 15:05

Newtown 10:50 Pontesbury 15:10

Pontesbury - Ludlow - Pontesbury
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Quaker Meetings 
 Shrewsbury Quaker Meeting House 

Corporation Lane, Coton Hill, 
Shrewsbury, SY1 2NU 
10.30 am every Sunday 

Clun Valley Quaker Meeting 
The Community Centre 

Grange Road, Bishop’s Castle  
10.30 am every Sunday, except 1st Sunday 
of month Hazelhurst Community Centre, 

Hazelhurst Close, Clun SY7 8LQ

Baptist Services 
 
 Snailbeach Methodist  

Church News 
***** 

3rd March ‐ 2:45 p.m. 
10th March ‐ 2:45 p.m. 
17th March ‐ 2:45 p.m. 
24th  March ‐ 2:45 p.m. 
31st March ‐ 10:30 a.m. 

All are welcome. 
 

Thanks to John and Ann for a 
wonderful show of lights over 

the Christmas period. 

Sunday services: 10.30 am & 3.00 pm 
Prayer Meeting/Bible Study 

Wednesdays 7.15 pm 
Held in the School Room, Snailbeach 
Elder: Mr. Joe Evans 01743 790 979 

All are welcome!

Date Habberley      
St. Mary

Hope            
Holy Trinity       

Minsterley    
Holy Trinity

Shelve            
All Saints

Snailbeach      
St. Luke

1st Sunday 
3rd February 
Candlemas 
Gold/White

10.30 am 
Holy Communion 
Revd Christopher 
(Revd Giles taking 

11am  
Holy Communion at 
 All Saints Worthen) 

 
9.00am 

Morning Prayer 
Revd Giles 

 

2nd Sunday 
10th February 

4th Sunday 
before Lent 

Green 

6.30pm 
BCP 

Evening Prayer 
Revd Giles 

9.00am 
Holy Communion 

Revd Carolyn 

10.30am 
All Age Worship 

Revd Giles 

3rd Sunday 
17th February 

3rd Sunday 
before Lent 

Green 

10.30 am 
Holy Communion 

Revd Giles 

 
9.00am 

Holy Communion 
Revd Giles 

 
4th Sunday 

24th February 
2nd Sunday 
before Lent 

Green 

10.30am 
Holy Communion 
Revd Christopher 

 
9.00am 

Morning Prayer 
Revd Giles 

 

10.30 am 
Holy Communion 

Revd Giles 

Stiperstones Group C of E Service  Rota February 2019
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Your Safer Neighbourhood Team are: 

PC3331 Stuart Coote 

PCSO 6160 Shaun Culliss 

PCSO 40387 Calvin Brown  

 Local Police Team: 

01743 264777 

(Not to be used for reporting crime, incidents or emergencies) 

  Useful Numbers 
 

Shrewsbury Hospital 
01743 261 000 

 
NHS (formerly Shropdoc) 

111 
Pontesbury Medical  

01743 790 325 
 

Worthen Medical 
01743 891 401 

 
Pontesbury Chemist 

01743 790 273 
 

Police 
0300 333 3000 

 
Severn Trent Water 

0800 783 4444 
 

Western Power 
0800 328 1111 

 
British Telecom 
0800 023 2023 

 
Stiperstones School 

01743 791 207 
 

Minsterley Motors 
01743 791 208 

 
Councillor H Kidd 

01938 561 651 
 

Philip Dunne MP 
01584 872 187 

 
Village Hall Bookings 

01743 791 633 
 

Stiperstones Oil Coordinator 
01743 792 204 

 
Snailbeach District News 

01743 790 049 
 

Stiperstones Stores 
01743 790 594 

 
Stiperstones Inn 
01743 791 327

Waste Collection Schedule

Mobile Post Office Opening Times 
Wednesdays 9.30am - 11.00am 

Perkins Beach Methodist Church, Stiperstones 
Post Office telephone number: 

08457 223344 (central customer services) 
 

Stiperstones Stores NEW opening times 
approximately 9.00am - 5.30pm daily 

tel: 01743 790594

February 2019                                

SPEEDING 
Speed enforcement by local officers is being conducted in the 30mph zones of 

Clun, Clunton, Lydbury North and Clungunford. The Safer Roads Partnership 
continue to enforce Chirbury, Marton and Worthen with the speed van. 

YOU HAVE BEEN WARNED

Tues 5th Tues 12th Tues 19th Tues 26th Tues 5th

Black Green Black Green Black

Evening all...

CRIME/INCIDENTS TO NOTE REPORTED  

CHIRBURY, WORTHEN, HOPE, SHELVE & STIPERSTONES 

16th December 2018 – 15th January 2019

March

Anyone with any information as to whom carried out these crimes please 
contact Crimestoppers (0800 555111) or West Mercia Police on 101 

CRIME REPORTED DETAILS LOCATION NOTES

Poaching 

Males found by 
landowner, 

believed to be 
involved in 
poaching 

Near Pentreheyling 
Males used a white 
Ford Tranist, partial 
registration DX63…

Assault Snailbeach 

Theft of heating 
oil Pennerley 

Exact amount 
unknown, 

possibly occurred 
on more than one 

occasion since 
Oct. 

Harassment Hope Common 
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Editor/Publisher: Patrick Marks - editor.sdn@mail.com 

Printers: SJF Design & Print - hello@sjfdesignandprint.co.uk 

Deadline for inclusion is midday on the 20th of each month. 

Wherever possible please submit material to the editor in digital format.

The Bitter End... 

He grabbed me by my slender neck 

I could not call or scream, 

He took me to his dingy room 

Where we could not be seen. 

He stripped away my flimsy wrap 

And looked upon my form; 

I was cold and damp and scared 

Whilst he was very warm. 

He pressed his feverish lips to mine 

I could not make him stop. 

He drained me to my very core 

I gave him every drop. 

He made me what I am today 

That’s why you see me here; 

An empty bottle thrown away 

That once was full of beer. 

**** 

(From an anonymous contributor!)

Minsterley & District Eisteddfod 
The 57th. Annual Eisteddfod will be held at  

Minsterley Parish Hall on 

 Saturday, 23rd. March 2019 

This will be a full competition day commencing on stage at 

9.00 a.m.and continuing until approximately 10.00 p.m. 

which will include all ages of competitors in many different 

and varied skills. 

The adjudicators are:- 

Music - Geraint Roberts, GRSM, ARCM 

Philip Dewhurst, BA, PGCE 

Literature - Robert Meadows, BA, PGCE 

To conclude the weekend, a celebrity concert will be held on  

Sunday 24th. March, 

 at 7.00 p.m. 

Tickets available from 15th. March 

For schedules and any further information, please contact:- 

Mrs. Jill Blyth 

Tel. 01743 791908 

or 

Mrs. Bronwen Evans 

Tel. 01743 791314 

or any committee member.

REGULAR 
ACTIVITIES 

 
S t i p e rs t o n e s  B ra s s  

Re hearsals 
Snailbeach Village Hall 

Mondays 7.45pm 
Term times only 

 
Quiz Night 

Stiperstones Inn 
Last Monday 8.00pm 

 
Knitter Natter 

Stiperstones Inn 
Tuesdays from 10.00am 

 
Yoga 

Snailbeach Village Hall 
Tuesdays 10.00am 

 
Iyengar Yoga 

Snailbeach Village Hall 
Tuesday 7.00pm 

 
Snailbeach & Stiperstones 

Baby & Toddler Group 
Thursdays 10am ‐12am 
Snailbeach Village Hall 

 
Ballroom Dancing 

Snailbeach Village Hall 
1st & 3rd Thursdays 

From 7.30pm 
Beginners call 01743 790308 

 
Snailbeach WI 

Snailbeach Village Hall 
2nd Thursday ‐ 7.30pm 

 
Fit Club 

Stiperstones School Playground 
Every Sunday 9am 

Aerobics Village Hall 
6 ‐7 Wednesdays 80’s aerobics 
7.15 ‐ 8‐15 low impact session.   

£6 per hour session.


