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News in Brief 
Snailbeach Methodist Church 

Snailbeach Members and Friends wish to thank 
the family of the late Mary Challinor for the 
donation received of £500 for the Snailbeach 
graveyard fund. 
Mary was a valued member of the community, a 
member of the church and organist, also the 
church secretary for many years. 
 

Dougie’s Big Bike Ride! 
After a 12 mile sponsored bike ride around Lake 
Vrynwy, Snailbeach resident Dougie Boulter has 
managed to raise £1,010 for the Lingen Davies 
Cancer Fund. Well done Dougie and all those 
who sponsored him! 
 

Snailbeach Village Halls' Quiz 
Snailbeach, after a year out, is back in the Village 
Hall quiz league. On Friday 12th October we 
went to Picklescott. Plan B for the make-up of 
the team resulted in Jenny Alldridge, Dave 
Fitzhugh, Susan Bates and Julian Bromhead 
competing. Out of 72 questions we achieved a 
score of 54. Between us we also knew the 
answers to a further seven questions, and 
unfortunately failed to submit them. Cruckton 
won with 58 points from the eleven teams 
competing, and we came exactly halfway in sixth 
position,   The last team scored 50 points, so we 
concluded that we had done respectably but not 
brilliantly. 
We scored 24 out of 24 in the fun quiz, but, 
annoyingly, so did two other teams and one of 
them won the Kit Kats on a tie-break question. 
The team for the November quiz is expected to 
be Jenny Alldridge, Dave Fitzhugh, Susan Bates 
and Jerry Hughes. We only have two or three 
people so far for the other five, so if anyone 
would like to volunteer to join us please get in 
touch with me to talk about it. 
Jenny Alldridge  
jenny.alldridge@yahoo.co.uk 
  

Road Closures: 
B4499 Hogstow junction to B4386 junction. 
Start Date: 5th November 2018 
End Date: 14th December 2018 
Purpose: Carriageway resurfacing.  

Works Promoter:   Shropshire Council. 
Enforcement pattern for B4499 closure:  
Monday - Sunday 09:30 - 16:00 and 24 hour 
closures on 12th – 13th Nov., 19th -20th Nov.  
and 22nd -23rd Nov from 07:00-07:00 
Phase 1 - 5th - 9th November - Betton junction 
to B4386 junction for civils - kerbing and 
drainage. 
Phase 2 - 12th - 4th December - Hogstow 
junction to Betton junction for civils and 
resurfacing. 
Phase 3 - 5th - 14th December - Betton junction 
to B4386 junction for resurfacing. 
The A488 Bishops Castle to Shrewsbury road 
will be closed in Pontesbury  at Hall Bank from 
20th October 2018 to 4th November 2018. 
Diversions will be in place using the Brookside 
road in Pontesbury instead. There may well be 
congestion. 
 
Worthen with Shelve Parish Council 
Invitation to Tender For Maintenance Works for 
Sites within the Parish. Tender price is to include 
for all works and the removal and proper 
disposal of all materials waste and debris.  
Price for the work should be submitted in writing 
to the Parish Clerk.  All prices must be received 
by 12 noon on Monday 7th January 2019.  
Contract period: Three years commencing on  
1st. April 2019. 
Public liability insurance is required -  cover of 
£2,500,000.  
Full details and an application form can be 
obtained from: 
The Parish Clerk, The Cart Barn, Worthen Hall 
Farm, Worthen, SY5 9HN.   01743 891438 
 

Planning Applications & Permissions 
Sorry, I’ve had to prune Planning Applications 
down to this for this month as there’s so much 
more interesting stuff demanding space! 
Reference:               18/03515/FUL  

Alternative Reference: PP-07170299  

Application Validated: Tue 07 Aug 2018  

Address:                4 Snailbeach Shrewsbury 
Shropshire SY5 0NS  

Proposal:                Erection of detached double 
garage  

Status:                              Granted  

Decision:               Grant Permission  
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REGULAR 
ACTIVITIES 

 
S t i p e rs t o n e s  B ra s s  

Re hearsals 
Snailbeach Village Hall 

Mondays 7.45pm 
Term times only 

 
Quiz Night 

Stiperstones Inn 
Last Monday 8.00pm 

 
Knitter Natter 

Stiperstones Inn 
Tuesdays from 10.00am 

 
Yoga 

Snailbeach Village Hall 
Tuesdays & Wednesdays 

10.00am 
 

Iyengar Yoga 
Snailbeach Village Hall 

Tuesday 7.00pm 
 

Snailbeach & Stiperstones Baby 
& Toddler Group 

Thursdays 10am ‐12am 
Snailbeach Village Hall 

 
Ballroom Dancing 

Snailbeach Village Hall 
1st & 3rd Thursdays 

From 7.30pm 
Beginners call 01743 790308 

 
Snailbeach WI 

Snailbeach Village Hall 
2nd Thursday ‐ 7.30pm 

 
Fit Club 

Stiperstones School Playground 
Every Sunday 9am 

Aerobics Village Hall 
6 pm Wednesdays 

 
Bingo! 

Stiperstones Inn 
Every 2nd Monday  

of the month 
Big prizes! 

 

“Why is the chimney getting smaller?” he asked. 

 “What do you mean, why is the chimney getting smaller?” I replied. 

 “That chimney, up on the top of the hill, every time I come to visit, it 

gets smaller” he said. 

I looked up at the Resting Hill chimney, standing tall (but not as tall 

as I remember) above the Upper Works mine site that Bernard was 

pointing at. 

“Hmm, now he mentions it, it does look smaller than I remember it” I 

thought. 

“So why is it getting smaller?” he insisted. 

“It can’t be getting smaller, can it?” I protested. “That’s just daft!” 

But I looked again and it was. The Resting House chimney, the 

biggest (but apparently getting smaller by the day), and perhaps the 

most distinguished landmark of Snailbeach, visible from as far away 

as Worthen, is indeed getting smaller.  

“It’s the trees” he said. “They need to cut those trees back. Couple 

more years and you won’t be able to see that chimney.” 

He was right. Living here I hadn’t noticed, but the trees are slowly, 

sneakily and imperceptibly obscuring the view of our once tall, 

historic monument to mining. So, are we to let nature take its wicked 

way and deprive us of our chimney that once stood proudly against 

the skyline? Are we to condemn it to obscurity, like an ancient Inca 

temple, lost in the drowning green vegetation of time, or are we to 

petition the custodians of the trees to cut back the greenery and let the 

full magnificence of the edifice feel, once again, the sun bathe its 

orange brickwork? 

I can thoroughly recommend our centre page feature this month, 

written by Anita Evans of Lower Works, who tells of her medal 

winning exploits in Bratislava white water rafting. 

Climate change is constantly featuring in our national media these 

days and is also reflected in these pages this month. Philip Dunne’s 

‘Letter from Parliament’, discusses the Climate Change Act and 

Green GB week, and I have included a BBC article that further 

discusses the consequences of temperature rises on our planet. 

Climate change is happening folks. It can’t be denied any longer! 

I make no apologies this month for including two pieces dedicated to 

the memory of Mary Challinor, former co-founder of the SDN and 

treasurer for many years  

Patrick Marks - Editor 
Email: editor.sdn@mail.com 
Phone: 01743 790 049 
Address: 5, Lower Works, Snailbeach.
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PHIL GRIFFITHS 
Local Plumber 

 

 

 
Tap Replacement and Plumbing 

Repairs Undertaken 
 

New Taps Supplied and Fitted 
Home Choose Service 

 
Established 35 years 

Prompt and Professional 
Pontesbury based 

 
Tel: 01743 790046 

 
Mobile: 07970 010148 

Harry Coyle 
Landscaping 

Lawns, Hedges, Hardscaping, Decking,  
Slabs & Fencing 

hcoyle@live.co.uk 
Mob1. 07484 205 925 
Mob2. 07866 007 428

HOPE VALLEY RADIO 
01743 791 379 
07811 449 039 

* 
TWO WAY RADIO SALES & HIRE 

 
TV AERIALS 

SATELLITE DISHES 
REPAIRS 

SUPPLIED AND INSTALLED

3, STATION ROAD 

MINSTERLEY

A FRIENDLY SERVICE 
FROM 

JENNY, AVRIL & 
STACEY  

WHO WELCOME 
 CUSTOMERS 
 OLD & NEW

TUESDAY - 9 TO 3  
(BARBER 2 TO 8 - WALK IN SERVICE) 

WEDNESDAY - 9 TO 4 
THURSDAY - 9 TO 9 

FRIDAY - 9 TO 5 
SATURDAY - BY APPOINTMENT

Telephone: 
 01743 792 548 

 for an appointment - or just drop in!
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The Rock  
The end of the line 

 

At the southern end of the Stiperstones Ridgeline lies “The Rock”. I’ve never been sure whether 
this is fabulously descriptive nomenclature for this final massive pile of shattered quartz, or just 

the practical nature of Shropshire breaking through and calling a spade a bloody shovel. Either way 
The Rock is the end of the line for both the Tors and the mines of the Stiperstones.  The mine here was 
never successful, still the workings are about 500 feet deep (It takes about 6 seconds for a dropped 
stone to reach the bottom) and the area around the rock is peppered with small man made 
depressions and sink holes - This is definitely a place where you should try to stick to the path if only 
there was a path to stick to. Above the mine itself is an un-named little outcropping of rocks, inside 
the natural fortress is a small grassed area slightly protected from the wind perfect for a little picnic 
whilst admiring the view across to the Linley Beeches. 
 
The area around the rock was deforested about 12 years ago and the little black sheep have been 
living up there eating the fresh shoots of conifers which have tried to break through ever since.  As a 
result both the Whinberry and the Cranberry bushes have come back and now you can barely see the 
tree-stumps for the foliage - though it is still very easy to trip over a root if you’re not paying attention. 
The rock is a great place for viewing kites & buzzards, the trees down in the valley below provide 
roosting sites whilst the fields and heathland provide ample hunting ground. 
 
The Rock itself stands above a steep drop in the hill and so whilst from the North it isn’t very tall at all, 
from the South Side it towers over the path and its steep southerly scree slope offers very little 
opportunity for vegetation.  Nestled at the bottom of this slope where the path heads off towards 
Linley lies the ruins of Rock Cottage itself.  Occupied as a holiday home until the 1970’s, now almost 
nothing remains of this little one bedroomed Miner’s cottage.  Like many cottages in the area, Rock 
Cottage was built in line with an old tradition that if you could erect four walls and a chimney between 
sunrise and sunset and have smoke coming out of the chimney by the end of the day then you could 
claim the land on which it stood.  I have been unable to find any legal precedent for this, but it was 
definitely a widely used practice amongst the mining communities of this village and led to some very 
diminutive dwellings, suitable for a minor and a small family to live in whilst prospecting, but not 
really built for longevity. 
 
Within 20 years of being abandoned the cottage collapsed and now all that remains are the 2 foot 
high walls of a small cottage and outbuildings.  I have looked for the cottage water well, known as 
Bessie’s Well, which was rumoured to have been used as a wishing well. Kneel down in front of it, 
whisper your wish and then wet your forehead with water to seal the wish.  It was said that no 
woman was barren after visiting Bessie’s well, but I fear that it too has collapsed. 
 
I hope you’ve enjoyed reading this short tour of the Stiperstones Rocks. I’d love to do a few more local 
history articles next year and would be grateful for any ideas. I’d especially like to hear from you if 
you’ve heard a particular name for a hill, corner, or field and would like to know where the name 
came from. With a little digging most of the answers are still there to be found - and if not then a good 
story should never suffer from a lack of evidence! 
© Lara Sproson‐Jones – Stiperstones, October 2018 
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 SHROPSHIRE GUNS
WANTED 

Any Shooting Related Items 
BEST ENGLISH SHOTGUNS 

EUROPEAN SHOTGUNS AND RIFLES 

GUN CASES 

CARTRIDGE BAGS AND GUN SLIPS 

TAXIDERMY 

CLOTHING 

SHOOTING STICKS 

GUN SAFES 

WILL CONSIDER BUYING MOST ITEMS 

VINTAGE MOTORCYCLES 

PLEASE CALL ANDY LLOYD ON 

  07477 824 689 

MANY GUNS IN STOCK 

SHROPSHIREGUNS@GMAIL.COM 

 
Professional Shooting Instructor 

Member of the Great Britain 

Shooting Team 

Gun Fitting Service 

Lewis Wealth Management Limited, 
St James’s House, Anchorage Avenue, 
Shrewsbury SY2 6FG
Office:    01743 444 700
Mobile:   07967 430 392
Email:      Neil.Lewis @ sjpp.co.uk
Web:     lewiswealthmanagement.co.uk

Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep 
up repayments on your mortgage.

With over 30 years experience, we offer friendly
professional advice on a wide range of financial 
services. 

Investment Planning
Retirement Planning
Inheritance Tax 
Planning
Intergenerational 
Planning
Mortgages

It’s important you make 
the right decisions.
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This month in the garden...

Week 1. 
...check indoor flowering bulbs 
Check pots and bowls of bulbs to make sure that 
the compost hasn’t dried out and bring them 
into the light once the growing tips have reached 
3 cm. Place the bowls on a cool window sill for a 
few weeks before putting them into their final 
flowering positions around the house. 
Week 2. 
...forward planning.. 
Dig new beds to be freshly planted, working in 
some well-rotted manure or compost. This is 
best done before winter rain and snow make the 
soil too heavy to work with. Send for seed 
catalogues and make a note of interesting new 
varieties. Order seeds and plan next year’s 
planting schemes in good time. 
Week 3. 
...winter is on its way... 
Continue the autumn clear-up and ensure lawns 
and ponds are free of fallen leaves. Plant out 
winter bedding and tulip bulbs foe next year’s 
display. Raise containers onto pot feet to prevent 
them from becoming waterlogged and insulate 
them to prevent the risk of frost damage. 
Week 4. 
...plant up tubs and containers for winter 
colour... 
Tubs and containers can still be planted in frost-
free weather. Choose plants and shrubs for 
winter colour such as Skimmia japonica ‘Rubella’ 
with glossy leaves and deep-red flower buds in 
winter that open to dense clusters of small white 
flowers in spring. Winter pansies and cyclemen 
are easily grown and widely available. 

©Judith Glover ‐ “Garden Days” 
You can buy Judith’s 2019 calendar at her 

website shop:‐   

 
www.judithglover.com

Because chickens were known as ‘cacklers’ in 
the 18th century, eggs were called ‘cackling 

farts’.  

It’s illegal in Iceland for parents to threaten 
children with fictional characters. 

Between 1908 and 1914 Winston Churchill’s 
household spent the equivalent of £104,400 on 

wine each year. 

Edward II employed a ‘tumbler’ who fell off 
his horse to amuse the king for 20 shillings a 

time. 

Guinness isn’t suitable for vegetarians. 
A group of pigeons regularly boards the 
London Underground at Hammersmith and 

alights at Ladbroke Grove. 

Mussolini tortured his enemies by forcing 
them to swallow massive doses of castor oil. 

The universe is expanding at 230 miles a 
second. 

In New Zealand, snakes of any kind are illegal. 
Japan has twice as many bank holidays as the 
UK, including ‘Greenery Day’ and ‘Respect 

for the Aged Day’. 

Loch Ness is deep enough and long enough to 
contain the entire population of the world ten 

times over.

Newsletter Donations  
Many thanks to those who sent us donations 

during October including:- 
Derek Richardson 

Ivy Betton 
Clifford & Sandra 

Mike & Audrey Pugh 
If you wish to donate 

anonymously by direct bank transfer our 
details are: 

Sort code: 09-01-54 
A/C no: 05629702 

Otherwise donations can be left with 
Phil or Lara at  

the Stiperstones Inn  
or with myself at 5, Lower Works, 

SY5 0NY 
Help us  to  stay a  free,  secular  and independent 

publication serving the local community. 
Thank you.   

Without you we would struggle.
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FIT AFTER FORTY 
FIT AFTER FORTY 

With Sal 
Stiperstones’ very own Fitness Instructor 

Available for 1: 1’s and small group sessions. •
£20 per hour 
FIT CLUB Sundays 9 am Stiperstones School •
Playground. £6 a session 
‘OLD SKOOL 80’s AEROBICS’ Wednesdays       •
6 pm Snailbeach Village Hall. £6 a session 

Sal Tonge Tel 01743 792993   saltonge@outlook.com 
Like: Fit After Forty with Sal on Facebook

For all your domestic electrical 
installation and property maintenance

VPJ Electrics & Property Services

Contact Paul Jones 

Tel: 07976 909 434 

Email: vpjones40@gmail.com 
 

“No job too small” 
Free estimates

PLOugh garagE Jack EvaNS & SONS 
EStabLIShEd 1919

Chapel Street, Pontesbury, SY5 0RJ

SERVICING & MOT’S 

TYRES & EXHAUSTS 

BATTERIES 

AIR CONDITIONING

Tel: 01743 790 270 

Web: www.ploughgarage.co.uk 

Email: ploughgarage@btconnect.com

Window Cleaning
AB

Window Cleaning

Tel. 01743 792261
Mob.  07983 619325

E-mail. adrian.beesty@sky.com
Windows   |   Conservatories   |   Reach and Wash System and Traditional   |   Gutter Cleaning

Domestic and Commercial   |   Free No Obligation Quotations

 

 

 

 

 

2 delightful self-catering holiday cottages 

in a spectacular and peaceful setting. 

Perfect for holidays, short breaks, visiting family 

and friends. 

 

www.hopeparkfarm.co.uk 
 

Contact: Jo Longstaff 

Tel: 07905 636569 

Email: jo@hopeparkfarm.co.uk

HH OPEOPE  P PARKARK  F FARMARM   
 Holiday Cottages 
Bentlawnt, Near Minsterley

MX  
REMOVALS

07887 804934
HOUSE REMOVALS 

HOUSE CLEARANCES 
RUBBISH REMOVED 

SINGLE ITEMS 
FREE QUOTES 

FULLY INSURED 

SHROPSHIRE

ANYWHERE - ANYTIME
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Mary Challinor
 

Mary Challinor 
A Eulogy by Jordan Knill 

Charlotte “Mary” Challinor was born on 27th February 1926 at 1, Crows 
Nest, or “The Nest” as she used to say. By the time her father had died, 
when she was only 5, he had already left an everlasting mark on her life. 
He bought her the piano that she would keep until her death.  
Nan’s father can probably be credited with igniting her long affinity with 
music. Throughout her life it remained close to her heart. She played 
piano at Minsterley Primary School, taught the children their recitations 
at the chapel ready for the Sunday School Anniversaries and, even a 
month before she passed away, she was playing the organ in the chapel 
for the weekly services.  
As I’m sure some of you would agree, Nan was quite a pillar of this 
community. In fact, she was a founder member of this very newsletter that 
you see today. She used to help deliver the newsletters with her husband, 
Doug, and was the treasurer up until a few years ago. 
Nan had a very happy and eventful life. She worked hard and never 
forgot the values she had been taught at a young age. She didn’t do 
luxury, and there was nothing elaborate about Nan. She ensured her 
friends and family were looked after. Nan was also a very independent 
woman who hated being made a fuss of. When Doug died in 2013 Nan 
stayed on her own at home and refused to rely on anyone but herself. 
Nan married Doug in 1944 and by 1947 their children, Barry and June, 
had arrived. In the years that followed Doug started up his business in 
car sales and Nan contributed to that, whilst also making sure Barry and 
June enjoyed a pleasant upbringing. During that time Nan’s 
grandchildren arrived, Mark and my mum, Jill. Nan adored her 
grandchildren. In 1995 Nan moved from her childhood home in Crows 
Nest about 300 yards up the road to the new house at the top of the bank. 
I, Rhian, Matty, Liam and Bethany all arrived over the years that 
followed and Nan looked after us all whenever we visited. You couldn’t 
leave her house without a bite to eat and a drink, no matter what you 
said! Last year Nan saw the fifth generation of her family arrive when 
Rhian and Ricky had Phoebie. She played at Phoebie’s christening last 
year, something I’m sure Phoebie will be very proud of when she grows up 
in years to come.  
In the more recent years Nan enjoyed the company of her many friends 
and would regularly have visitors at the doorstep to share a cup of tea 
with. This company, along with the company of Bramble, our dog, used to 
keep Nan on her toes, even at the age of 92. 
In her final days, Nan was dignified and surrounded by her friends and 
family, who all helped keep her comfortable during the moments when 

her illness took a hold.  
Those of us who knew Nan will all miss her a great deal. She will 
undoubtably leave a massive hole in this community.  

Jordan Knill
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Balti Spice 

 
Bangladesh Restaurant & Takeaway

the Old bake house, brookside, Pontesbury, Shropshire. 
 SY5 0QF 

Tel: 01743 791 848 
Open every evening 

5.30 pm to 11.00 pm 
15% off all collected takeaway orders over £12 

Free home delivery within a 3 mile radius 
Sunday & Wednesday night specials  

4 course meal - £9.95 
Papadoms, Starter, Main Course, Rice or Nan 

(Eat in only. Excludes seafood and duck dishes) 

Fully Licensed
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Tickets £10 in advance from 
The Stiperstones Inn or 

£12 on the door.

Mary Challinor 
A letter from June Pinches 

In light of Mum's long association with the Snailbeach District News, 
I feel it very fitting that through its pages we express our thanks to 
everyone. 
After a brief, but cruel illness, mum sadly passed away peacefully on 
15th September, just one month after receiving her diagnosis. She 
was born in Crows Nest, just 100yds, from where she ended her days 
92 years later.  We are so grateful to all the wonderful friends who 
assisted with her care, which helped make it possible for her to stay 
in her own home, and to all the people who took the time to visit 
and inquire about her not only during her illness, but over many 
years. I have found it to be a truly humbling experience . 
On behalf of all of Mary's family I would like  to express our very 
sincere thanks  to all  of  her friends and neighbours, for the help 
and kindness shown to us during our recent bereavement, for the 
messages of sympathy and support received, for the overwhelming 
attendance at her funeral and donations received in her memory, 
amounting to £1000, which will be divided between Snailbeach 
Methodist Chapel , and the Severn Hospice at Home team, who cared 
for her with such compassion during her final days. Our grateful 
thanks to Pontesbury Medical Practice, the District Nurse Team, and 
the wonderful friends who helped with her care . 
We would also like to thank the Rev. Shalome for conducting such an 
uplifting, compassionate service, Sue the organist for playing, and 
Derek, Jean and Les who prepared everything at the chapel for us. 
Our thanks to Lara, Phil and their team from the Stiperstones Inn , 
for the wonderful refreshments, and to Stuart and Ian from Pugh’s 
Funeral Directors for their help and support. 

Thank-you all , 
June Pinches
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G Hall Chimney Sweep 
Brush & Vacuum Service 

01743 271 247 
 

45 Moneybrook Way 

Meole Brace 

Shrewsbury SY3 9NH

Nipstone Campsite
 

The Bog, SY5 0NJ 
Tel: 01743 792 073 

Email: timrm@mail.com

Small Friendly Campsite for tents, located 200 
yards off The Shropshire Way. Facilities include - 

toilets and hot & cold water. Campfires are 
permitted and firewood is available to buy. 

Dogs & Children Welcome. 
£5 per person per night. Under 5’s free.

S & D Garden Services 

Gardener Handymen 

If you need help with your garden, look no 

further!
 

Contact Darrell - 07340 716 311 

or Steve - 07799 468 898 

 

Lawn Mowing, Hedge Cutting and 

 General Garden Maintenance

We sell: Local & Exotic Meat, Game, Pies, 
Fruit, Veg, Cakes, Bread, Milk, Cheese, Tinned 

Goods, Cereals, Tea, Coffee, Sugar, Biscuits, 
Crackers, Crisps, Sauces, Jams & Pickles.

BBQ pack 1 £25.99 
4 Handmade Burgers 

4 Chicken Fillets 
4 Pork Steaks 

4 Sirloin Steaks 
 

Family Pack - £24.99 
400g Lean Diced 

Beef 
400g Mince Steak 

4 Handmade Burger 
1.5 kg Gammon 

Joint 
1 Large Chicken 

Gym Pack - £24.99 
6 Chicken Fillets 

6 Pork Steaks 
2 Sirloin Steaks 
500g Dry Cure 

Bacon 
 

Roast Pack - £29.99 
1kg Local Topside 

1kg Local Pork Joint 
1kg Gammon Joint 
2kg Large Chicken 

 

MSH Electrical Services 
All types of electrical work 
PAT Testing, LED Lighting 
Central Heating Systems 

Free Quotes 
35 Years Experience 

Mike Hockly 
Mob. 07961 278 028 
Tel. 01743 891 610 

email: hockly342@btinternet.com
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The Sammy Mail Column  

 by Geoff Sproson

Go Google Go – byte 2... 
Hi all.  
We are still with Google this month. In October we looked at Google as a search engine which is 
what it was originally created for. However Google is a bit like Tesco and wants to  do everything 
that everybody else does as well. To access all the other Google goodies you need to sign up. Ugh!! I 
hear you exclaim, another username, another password more emails I don’t want. Well Google is 
offering you a big chunk of free internet space together with some free software and they are pretty 
good at not bombarding you with emails although they do warn you if you do something a bit 
unusual like logging in from a new phone or the office PC. If you are brave enough to suck it and see, 
this is what you get. Remember you can do all the Google searching without having an account. 
 
First type “create Google account” as a search and you will get the sign up page  It will ask for a name 
– your own or a pseudonym, an email address - you can use your own or create a ‘Gmail’ one (more 
about ‘Gmail’ in a bit or check out April’s edition), create a password and you will be asked for a 
second email address or a mobile number as added security. 
 
Once you have negotiated this hurdle you can explore your assets.  When you go to to the Google 
home page you should have a circle with your initial in the top right corner, a bell and a grid of nine 
dots (blocks of dots nearly always mean there is a drop down menu here) click the dots and there 
you are:- 
Account – Here you can add more personal details including an image to replace your initial and 
change passwords etc. 
Search – the normal Google search except that any favourites you keep can be accessed from any 
computer that you log in to Google with. 
Maps – Handy on your smart phone or tablet to find a garage, an ATM or a Pizza Hut in Nicaragua. 
Play – Google’s base for games, more apps and music – some are free, but some cost -more about 
paysites next month. 
News – the latest news as it says on the tin. 
Gmail – if you created a Gmail account when you signed up you can use it here or you can, but don’t 
have to, create one now. 
YouTube – yeah its YouTube. 
Drive – this is Google’s version of the Cloud – slow down Geoff!  The Cloud is like having your own 
computer disk on the internet.  You can create files and folders, store photos and letters or other 
documents.  They are protected by your password but again like your favourites or Gmails you can 
access them from any computer, tablet or smartphone that has internet access, either through wifi or 
mobile data.  You get 15GB of storage space for free, you can pay for more or just create a second 
account if you need to. 
Calendar – I am not very good with online calendars, or even paper ones, as my wife will tell you, 
but Google provides a very basic day view or month view version and you can upgrade to a more 
sophisticated app. 
Google+ - I have only just got into this although I did use it to create a blog on one of our journeys.  
It is a sort of trimmed down facebook with less of the ‘facebookitivity’ if you know what I mean. 
Translate – Here you can copy and paste, or just type text for translation to or from several 
languages, or you can upgrade to a messenger which will act as an interpreter. 
Photos – This app gives you control and some editing features over the photos you have stored on 
Google Drive. 
Editor says we are short of space this week, so must go – some pointers to Christmas shopping 
online next month. (Thanks Geoff , you can have more space for Christmas!- Editor)
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A M Batchelor Builders Ltd. 
Renovations, Extensions, Property Maintenance, Alterations and Hard Landscaping. 

Over 30 years of experience. Free estimates and advice.

A M Batchelor Builders Ltd. 
Coppice Farm 

Snailbeach, Shrewsbury, Shropshire. 
SY5 0NS 

Mobile: 07785 531 910 
Email: andybatch36@hotmail.com

Monday to Friday 8:30am to 5:30pm, Saturday 8:30am to 3:00pm



Mr. Quips 
Corner
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I wish I’d said that...

My parents won't say which of their six kids 
they love the best, but they have told me I 
finished just out of the top five. 
My email password has been hacked. That's 
the third time I've had to rename the cat. 
Photons have mass? I didn't even know they 
were Catholic. 
A bartender is just a pharmacist with a limited 
inventory. 
About a month before he died, my uncle had 
his back covered in lard. After that, he went 
downhill fast. 
What's the difference between men and pigs? 
Pigs don't turn into men when they drink. 
Ever stop to think, and forget to start again? 
My mind’s made up, don’t confuse me with 
facts. 
Time doesn’t exist. Clocks exist. 
A day for firm decisions! Or is it? 
There is no dance without the dancers.

I am free of all prejudices. I hate every one 
equally - W. C. Fields.  
When a thing is funny, search it carefully for 
a hidden truth - George Bernard Shaw.  
television has proved that people will look at 
anything rather than each other. – Ann 
Landers. 
the equation for ego is: One over 
knowledge. - Albert Einstein. 
It is dangerous to be sincere unless you are 
also stupid - George Bernard Shaw.  
If you think education is expensive, try 
Ignorance – Andy McIntyre.  
She is a peacock in everything but beauty - 
Oscar Wilde.  
I distrust camels, and anyone else who can 
go a week without a drink - Joe E. Lewis.  
don't point that beard at me, it might go off 
- Groucho Marx.  
Maybe this world is another planet's hell - 
Aldous Huxley.  
Seventy percent of success in life is showing 
up – Woody Allen.  
You can’t build a reputation on what you are 
going to do – Henry Ford  
don't stay in bed, unless you can make 
money in bed - George Burns.  
Electricity is really just organized lightning - 
George Carlin.  
he was a bit like a corkscrew. twisted, cold 
and sharp - Kate Cruise O'Brien.  
humor is reason gone mad - Groucho Marx. 
he is a self-made man and worships his 
creator - John Bright.   

When I found out that 
my toaster wasn't 
waterproof, I was 
shocked.

Pontesbury and Rea Valley U3A  
experiences yet to be explored. 

Did you know that U3A provides positive benefits for older residents based on group learning, skills 
sharing and volunteering? 

Whether it is painting, history, crafts, music or walking any activity involves learning and often sharing 
your skills with friends. Your third age is the time after you have finished working full-time or raising 
your family and a time when you can pick up your interests or try something new.  You can start your 
learning at any level.   Our activities are organised by members, who share their abilities and know-how.   
 
Many of our members agree that being part of the U3A has reduced loneliness, increased confidence, 
and, perhaps most important of all, their enjoyment of life has increased.  ‘K’ from the north-east said, 
“After my wife died, I began the next phase of my life. For me, adjusting to living alone in a new area 
had many challenges. There is no doubt that U3A provided a wonderful, welcoming learning network: 
kindred spirits and friends galore!” 
 
As the nights draw in, many of us look for something new to try.  Your local U3A has members from 
across the Rea valley and over 20 different activities to tempt you including several social outings. 
Members and visitors are invited to our open meeting on Wednesday, 21st November at 2:00 p.m. in 
Pontesbury Congregational Church promises to be something very special. Our own musical ensemble 
are providing social entertainment and the refreshments will have a festive taste. For a chat about your 
local branch and what we can offer, please phone 01743 792790. 
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For advice on planning and 
pre-paid funeral plans.

01743 344646
133, LONGDEN COLEHAM, 

SHREWSBURY SY3 7DN 
www.pughsfuneraldirectors.com

COPYCOPYCOPYCOPY

 
Commercial Printing 

* 
Business & Personal 

Stationery 
* 

Ultra High-Speed Copying 
* 

Design Service 
* 

High Quality 
Digital Colour Printing 

* 
Full Colour Envelopes 

 
130 Longden Coleham, Shrewsbury 

01743 360424 
www.copy-write.co.uk
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ATLANTIC LADIES  
The Play. 

Having just returned from seeing the opening 
night performance of ‘Atlantic Ladies’ at the 
Wightman Theatre, Shrewsbury, I feel inspired to 
write a review of this most excellent production. 
Telling the true story of how three ladies, Di 
Carrington, Elaine Theaker and Sharon Magrath, 
rowed across the Atlantic Ocean in an impossibly 
small boat, I went along expecting to see a 
moving and thought provoking dramatization of 
their incredible achievement. What I was not 
expecting was to be so completely captivated 
from start to finish, where, with suspended 
disbelief that a set of steps could so convincingly 
transform into a boat, or that fabric fish and 
dolphins could inspire such emotion, or their 
story could be told in such a humorous (often 
hilarious) way. 
A brilliantly scripted play (written by Chris Eldon 
Lee) with first rate acting and singing which left 
me speechless with admiration!  
More than this, I left the theatre with an 
incredible sense of pride, not least because this 
play is a triumph for some of our local Snailbeach, 
Stiperstones and Pontesbury residents. 

Without Di Carrington from Pontesbury this story 
would never have been told, and together with 
her husband Brian’s support they are an 
inspiration to us all! Brian also played guitar and 
keyboards for the production. 
Rehearsals for the play took place over a number 
of weeks in Snailbeach Village Hall, and I confess 
to wondering how on earth they would be able to 
achieve the ‘realism’ with no boat, no fish and 
most importantly, no water!  
No need to worry, local talent came to the rescue 
with Stiperstones builder Tim Hockly helping to 
construct the boat “Poppy 2”, along with other 
props used in the production. He even had a walk 
on acting part, donning swimming cap and 
goggles! 
 Snailbeach resident Pam Davies did a brilliant job 
of making flying fish and dolphin costumes- What 
a talented lady!  
But biggest praise of all goes to Sal Tonge who 
played the part of Sharon Magrath, and Jo Cox 
who played the part of Di Carrington. 
I have only ever seen these two lovely ladies, 
both residents of Stiperstones, perform in a 
comedic capacity in The Stiperstock Follies, and 
was blown away by their ability to combine more 
serious acting with singing and dancing – to say 
nothing of their skill in remembering all the many 
lines! 
A totally fabulous evening had by all!  
Maria Marks ‐ Snailbeach 

“We do on stage things that are 
supposed to happen off. Which is a kind of 
integrity, if you look on every exit as being 

an entrance somewhere else.” 
― Tom Stoppard, Rosencrantz and 

Guildenstern Are Dead 



 
 
 

Recycle your old scrap metal 

 
Washing Machines, Cookers, Cars, vans, Cast, 

Brass, copper, lead, batteries, cable, farm 

scrap, old central heating systems, etc. 

 

 

No load too big or too small 

Free Collection! 

 

 

Call - 07989 050 276 

Or -  01743 791 493
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Tom Griffiths
Mobile: 07859 335135

Bookings: 07718 275150
Covering Shropshire, Mid & West Wales

Fully Insured

The Flower Shop
3, Station Road, Minsterley 

Tel: 01743 791 860 
Email: 

theflower.shop@aol.com

Fresh Flowers, Plants, Greetings 
Cards, 

Wrapping Paper, Helium Balloons, 
and  

Much More

SWS Broadband, Brook House, Pennerley, Shrewsbury SY5 0NE 

0333 7000 227 | connect@swsbroadband.net 

SWS Broadband 
Your Local Internet Service Provider. . . 

Connecting Shropshire since 2005 
 

 

 
Affordable 

Reliable 

Flexible 

High Speed 

from £24/month 

Further savings with VoIP phone 

Choose the bandwidth you require 

Change service without penalty 

From 10Mbps to 30+Mbps 

Choose the bandwidth that suits you 

In-house technical support  

99.99% availability 



If you would like to book a table to sell your 
goods, please contact Rev Pam on:- 

07887 531174. 
Tables cost £10 and need to be booked in 

advance. 

Snailbeach District News - Issue 353

November 2018

Page 19

Come along and do some 
Christmas shopping 

Enjoy some coffee and cake 
 and stop for a chat.

THURSDAY 29TH NOVEMBER 

4.00PM TO 8.00PM

  STIPERSTONES          
SCHOOL 

 
WINTER FAYRE 

FRIDAY 
16TH NOVEMBER 

3.30-6.00pm 
 

Lots of Stalls including: 
  Gifts, Crafts, Jewellery, 

Cards, Food, Toys etc. 
   

Baked Potatoes and 
Mulled Wine 

 
Cakes, Raffle, Bottle bola 
etc. 

 
 

  
   Holy Trinity Minsterley and 

 St. Luke’s Snailbeach Churches’ 
 
 

CHRISTMAS FAYRE 
SATURDAY 8th DECEMBER 
MINSTERLEY PARISH HALL from 12 till 3.00pm 

FATHER CHRISTMAS ARRIVES 12.30 
(Visit him and have a photo taken) 

GRAND DRAW at 2.30 
TOMBOLA, GAMES, CAKES, TOYS & GIFTS 

HOT BAPS and FESTIVE FOOD 

ENTERTAINMENT by MAN HOUSE BLUES BAND 
Offers of donations or help most welcome 



Snailbeach District News - Issue 353

November 2018

Page 20

My White Water Story... 
by Anita Evans 

My white water story starts with my grandmother, Ria. In her late teens she would have been one of 
the few young women at that time who competed in downriver white water racing. She belonged 

to Zagreb Canoe Club in Croatia and won many medals in regional races. She would take her canvas 
fold-up kayak on the train and travel to the River Sava to practise kayaking. The Sava River is near 
Zagreb where Ria was born and grew up.  Ria only retained one silver cup, which she won in 1941, 
because all the rest of her medals and cups were stolen by the Russian Army when they overran Austria 
in 1944. Ria’s mother had sent her to Austria to escape the intense fighting in Croatia. Much later in her 
life, and after nagging me for ages to take her canoeing again, Ria finally got back into a kayak aged 85. 
Despite quite severe arthritis in her shoulders she managed to control the kayak well on the water and 
had a huge grin on her face! Ria passed away recently at the age of 98. 

My parents were never into canoeing, but the interest in canoeing 
in our family started up once again one evening while messing 
around in a blow-up dinghy with my Dad and brother on the River 
Stort in Harlow, Essex. We had come across a submerged fibreglass 
Canadian canoe, towed it home on the back of our dinghy, 
repaired it, painted it pink and called it ‘Waterhawk’. I was about 8 
years old at the time. We paddled Waterhawk on our local canal 
and put it on the roof-rack and went canoeing on the sea. We then 
discovered the canoe club in Harlow – my older brother started 
canoeing first. After being bored just watching him, I decided to 
give it a go too. 

After learning the basics at the canoe club, my brother and I soon 
developed a love of being on white water and the sport of canoe 
slalom. Slalom canoeing races involve negotiating your way 
through gates hanging over a white water river in the fastest time 
possible.  We travelled around Britain 
competing in divisional races working our 

way up the rankings. Aged 13, I had climbed up the rankings and been 
promoted into the premier division and soon after was selected to represent 
Great Britain in the junior and intermediate teams. I had the opportunity to 
compete for Britain in Czech Republic and Slovakia, Norway, Sweden, France, 
Ireland and America. 

In 2004 I moved to Shropshire to work at the Royal Shrewsbury Hospital and 
continued to race canoe slalom for the next 8 years. Living in Shrewsbury, the 
River Severn was handy for training as it was within walking distance. 
However, I decided to retire from competitive racing at the end of the 2012 
season. My last race in 2012 was at Lee Valley on the powerful Olympic White 
Water course.  

After a break from water sports following the birth of my two sons and a busy 
few years getting to grips with motherhood, I had a surprise invitation in 2016 
from a friend at the Shropshire Paddlesport Canoe Club to join her to make up 
a raft team to compete in one of the British Raft Race Series. For the first time 

Anita collecting her 
team bronze medal

Fighting hard on the 
silver medal winning 

slalom run
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in 3 years I had a weekend away from my young family and travelled down to Llandysul, South Wales for 
the raft race. Despite freezing conditions sleeping in the back of a van, I loved the experience and 
became totally hooked on raft racing. I started training and racing with the Dee Dragons Raft Team 
based in Llangollen. Generally, when enough light allows, we train on the River Dee from Horseshoe 

Falls through the Serpent’s 
Tail and onto the Town Falls 
in Llangollen. Such a 
beautiful and exciting 
stretch of water! As well as 
cranking up your 
endorphins, white water 
rafting is an exhilirating, 
adrenaline producing, roller 
coaster ride! 

This year I joined an over 
40’s women’s masters raft 
team. We competed in the 
national selection event for 
British Teams at the 

National Water Sports Centre, Nottingham in March and to our surprise were selected to represent the 
country at the European Rafting Championships in Slovakia this July. Being the first ever women’s 
masters team to be selected for Britain we had no idea how competitive we’d be.  

We were racing near the Slovakian capital city Bratislava on a man-made white water course fed by the 
mighty Danube. The course was big, bouncy and lots of fun, but deceptive, with many teams flipping 
their raft over and swimming down the 
course! 

A raft race consists of 4 separate events: 
Sprint, Head to Head, Slalom and 
Endurance. Each team is given points for 
their placing in each event and the points 
then totalled to give an overall score. The 
team with the most points overall wins.  

We were pleased in the first event, the 
sprint, to gain bronze, then bronze again in 
the head to head, then beating the 
Russians in the slalom to gain silver and 
finally managing to stay ahead of the 
Russian ‘B’ team in the endurance to pick up another bronze. These results combined gave us bronze 
overall, behind the home nation Slovakia and the Russian ‘A’ Team. 

Our next event is on the Olympic course in Lee Valley, at the British Open, where we will once more take 
on the Slovakian over 40’s team – this time on home water. For anyone who can swim, canoeing is a 
great sport. If you fancy giving canoeing / rafting a go, canoe clubs such as Shrewsbury Canoe Club 
(www.shrewsburycanoeclub.org) who meet at Frankwell, Shropshire Paddlesports 
(www.shropshirepaddlesport.org) who meet at Queen’s Head near Oswestry or Llangollen Canoe Club 
(www.llangollencanoeclub.org.uk) are great starting points. 

                Anita Evans ‐ Snailbeach

Being chased down the ‘Niagra’ section by the 
Russian ‘B’ team in the endurance run

The silver medal winning slalom team run
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John Powell’s  
Home Improvements 

For any Plastering, Tiling, 
Plumbing  

and  
General Maintenance. 

 
Can also fit kitchens and 

bathrooms.  
 

Fully Insured. 
 

NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL 
 

Call John on  
Home: 01743 791 627 
Mobile: 07838 015 005

Tankerville 

 Pottery and Gallery 
 

Excellent selection 
of: 

Paintings, Cards, 
Crystals, Stoneware 

Pottery, Oven to 
Tableware, Bread 

Crocks. 
 

Super Presents at 
Reasonable Prices! 

 
Tankerville Pottery & Gallery 

Pennerley, Stiperstones. 
SY5 0NB 

Tel: 01743 791 580 
www.tankervillegallery.co.uk

  
  

STATION ROAD, MINSTERLEY STATION ROAD, MINSTERLEY 
  

KK EE BB AA BB SS,,   PP II ZZ ZZ AA SS,,     
BB UU RR GG EE RR SS,,   

  FF II SS HH  &&  CC HH II PP SS  

Tel: 01743 791 827 
 

Telephone orders welcome 
 

Monday & Tuesday Special 
Two 9” or 12” pizzas for £10

GLADRAGS 
 
 
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

New & Used Dress Agency 
Call in to see our selection of 

quality classic, casual & designer 
clothing and accessories at 

affordable prices 
 

Autumn is upon us… 
Time to re-vamp your wardrobe. 

We have now taken in quality used 
clothing and accessories for the 

autumn season. 
Should you require our collection 
and return service for a complete 
wardrobe clearance, please call 

one of our team for information. 
 

UPSTAIRS AT 
CONNECTIONS STORE, 
SHREWSBURY ROAD, 

PONTESBURY, SY5 0QD 
Visit our Tea Room for 

 Ladies that Lunch! 

T: 01743 790600 
M: 07795 592716 

Evenings: 01743 791935 
E: sue.lindsay@stiperstones.net 
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Snailbeach White Stars

Snailbeach White Stars 8-2 Radbrook 

SUMMARY: A good win to keep momentum 

in the Premier Division. Plenty of goals and 

plenty of good performances to match. Could 

have had plenty more goals on the day but 

we were a bit erratic in front of goal. 

GOAL SCORERS: Adam DAVIES (4), Sam 

JONES (2), Marcus ASHLEY, Craig 

GRIFFITHS 

MAN OF THE MATCH: Adam DAVIES – Four 

goals from the skipper and an all round good 

display! 

TEAM: 

GK: Wayne WALTON 

DEF: Aryn MATTHEE, Owen MORRIS, 

Emmanuel WILLIAMS 

MID: Jamie HYNE, Kyle PURSLOW, Craig 

GRIFFITHS, Reece BENSON, Sam JONES 

ATT: Marcus ASHLEY, Adam DAVIES  

SUBS: Jack BREEZE, Lee GRADY, Dan 

CAMBURN, Joe BYER 

 ****   

Cruckton Rovers 4-1 Snailbeach White 

Stars 

SUMMARY: Strange game. Level at 1-1 with 

twenty minutes to go but a late collapse saw 

the hosts get a deserved win. Never played 

particularly well but still matched a very, very 

good side for long periods. Inconsistent at the 

start of our first season in the top division. 

However, we have faced the 3 best teams in 

the league in the first 5 games of the season. 

GOAL SCORER: Adam DAVIES 

MAN OF THE MATCH: Wayne WALTON – 

Couple of point blank saves in the first half 

when we were under the cosh early on. Gave 

us a platform to build, and eventually 

equalise. 

TEAM: 

GK: Wayne WALTON 

DEF: Dan CAMBURN, Owen MORRIS, Ben 

MILLINGTON, Aryn MATTHEE 

MID: Kyle PURSLOW, Jamie HYNE, Reece 

BENSON 

ATT: Marcus ASHLEY, Adam DAVIES , Craig 

HARRIS 

SUBS: Nath JEX, Craig GRIFFITHS 

****  

Snailbeach White Stars 13-1 Telegraph 

SUMMARY: Familiar foe, having faced 

Telegraph 3 times last year, and a positive 

result. It was important to bounce back from 

the defeat the previous week, and with 

players unavailable this had the makings of a 

banana skin, but the lads played very well. 

Plenty of goals and a good confidence 

builder! 

GOAL SCORERS: Adam DAVIES (7), 

Marcus ASHLEY (3), Jamie HYNE (2), Nath 

JEX 

MAN OF THE MATCH: Adam DAVIES – 

Captain back to his best with a 7 goal haul 

and an all round top display. Big contribution 

from the skipper. 

TEAM: 

GK: Wayne WALTON 

DEF: Dan CAMBURN, Owen MORRIS, Ben 

MILLINGTON 

MID: Nath JEX, Craig GRIFFITHS, Jamie 

HYNE, Reece BENSON, Sam JONES 

ATT: Marcus ASHLEY, Adam DAVIES  

SUBS: Jack BREEZE, Lee GRADY 

**** 

 God and the devil were 
having an argument, and Satan 
proposed a football game between 
heaven and hell to resolve the 
dispute. God, in his eternal 
goodness, pointed out that it 
wouldn’t be a fair match because 
all the ‘good’ players go to heaven. 
The devil smiled, replying, “Yes, but 
we’ve got all the refs.” 
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Iyengar Yoga in Shropshire 

YOGA CLASS 

Snailbeach Village Hall 
Tuesdays 7.00 – 8.30 p.m. 

Suitable for all levels 
Pre-booking only 
For details contact:- 

Liz on 01743 790698 
Email: 

elizabethknowles1@googlemail.com 
 

 

Hignetts 
of 

Pontesbury Ltd 
Established 1919 

 
Family run fresh food retailers 

 
Locally sourced meat 

Fresh fruit and vegetables 
Fair trade foods 

Bread, pies, buns and cakes all  
baked on the premises daily 

 
Freshly filled sandwiches, 

baguettes and rolls 
 

Groceries at competitive prices 
Garden plants and flowers 

Compost and grow bags 
 

UPS parcel collection and 
delivery hub 

 
Tel: 01743 790 228 
www.hignetts.co.uk

Feel Good Feet
Foot Health Practitioner

Julie Foster
DipFH   MCFHP   MAFHP

Mobile foot treatments in the comfort 
of your own home

To book an appointment call

07772 086846
Routine home foot care visits include:

Toenail trimming - Corn removal - 

Callus reduction - Ingrown toenails 

- Fungal infection treatments - 

Verrucae - Cracked heal care - 

Diabetic foot care

I also do manicure, pedicure and 

nail gel varnish

Registered with the association of 
foot health professionals
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Letter from Westminster  
 November 2018  

Last month, we held the first ever Green GB week, marking the 10th anniversary of the Climate Change 
Act. The objective was to celebrate and showcase the opportunities arising from clean growth, and to 
raise awareness of how businesses and the public can contribute to tackling climate change. 
 
The government is placing renewed focus on protecting our environment, and ensuring climate change 
risks are addressed. The past thirty years have shown a growing economy does not have to be linked to 
growing emissions. Since 1990, we have cut our emissions by over 40% while growing the economy by 
more than two thirds, with the UK independently assessed as world-leaders in decoupling emissions from 
growth since 2000. 
 
The Midlands is playing its part in clean growth, as the leading region for the design and manufacture of 
low carbon vehicles, with more than £1.5 billion (over 60%) of UK automotive Research & Development 
carried out in the region. In the first quarter of this year, we saw an 11% increase in the number of new 
ultra-low emission vehicle registrations compared to a year ago. So the Midlands is at the forefront of an 
emerging industry, providing clean growth and jobs for the future. I am keen to see the electric charging 
network develop both in Shropshire and across the UK, to help drivers make the switch to electric 
vehicles.  
 
We have also seen a 30% increase in renewable energy generation since 2014, which has doubled since 
2009, helping reduce our reliance on fossil fuels. We are cutting emissions quicker than any other country 
in the G7. In South Shropshire too we have schemes making use of renewable energy sources, including 
anaerobic digestion, biomass, solar, and hydroelectric generation in local rivers, which are encouragingly 
becoming more self-sufficient and less reliant on subsidy, making them sustainable over the longer term.  
 
As a member of the Environmental Audit Select Committee, I was particularly pleased to see the role of 
Green Finance highlighted during Green GB and NI week. Earlier this year we published a report into 
Green Finance, calling on investors and pension providers to recognise climate change as a specific 
investment risk for the future, which should help encourage further investment in renewables. I have 
continued to pressure Ministers to make sure they reflect on our policy suggestions in future legislation.  
 
So while encouraging progress is being made, we can always go further. This is why the government has 
committed over £2.5 billion of investment in low carbon innovation from 2015 to 2021. 
 
But climate change does not respect borders. As we have been reminded recently by the UN 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, while the UK may be a world leader, there is more we and 
our international allies and partners can do to step up to the challenge of climate change. The UK 
provided one of the first government responses by requesting expert advice whether we could achieve 
zero emissions by 2050.  
 
The Environmental Audit Committee is now holding an annual review to monitor the government’s 
progress against the UN Sustainable Development Goals. 
 
By maintaining the current focus on clean growth, I am convinced we can make a difference and protect 
our planet for future generations.   

 

Philip Dunne MP (Ludlow) 
House of Commons 

London 

SW1A 0AA 

02072192388 

www.philipdunne.com
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T P Hockly 
Building Contractor 

Timber Framed Buildings & Extensions, 
Brickwork & Plastering 

Driveways, General Building Work & 
Building Maintenance 

Call Tim on: 01743 791 114 
Mobile: 07814 498 524

rESPONSIbLE dISPOSaL aNd 
rEMOvaL OF uNWaNtEd bEE aNd 

WaSP NEStS 
reasonable rates 

 
 
 
 
 

 
call tim hockly 07814 498 524

Heather Kidd 
Local Shropshire Councillor 

for 

Chirbury & Worthen 
including Snailbeach and 

Stiperstones 
Telephone: 01938 561 651 

Mobile: 07980 635 518 

Email: 

heather.kidd@shropshire.gov.uk 

Facebook: Heather Kidd  

www.heatherkidd.org.uk 

The Stiperstones Inn

Open from 11.30am and serving food 
from 12pm - 9pm daily

www.stiperstonesinn.co.uk
Tel. 01743 791 327

Monday 12th. November

8.00 pm Monday 
26th November
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NATURAL ENGLAND 

 

Notes from the hill 

 
I was checking our upland oak woodlands at Resting Hill the other day to see whether the 

sessile oaks were going to produce enough acorns this year for us to run a collection event, 

with the view to planting some at Bergam Wood. However this year it seems that there won’t 

be enough. Some trees only produce large quantities of seed in certain years, these are 

usually called ‘mast years’, named after the beech mast that is either very prolific or none at 

all. The mysterious thing is how the trees manage to coordinate this feast or famine. One 

theory is that it depends upon the weather conditions at the time the trees are flowering. Most 

trees rely upon the wind for the spread of their pollen, so if the weather is warm and windy 

then there is more chance of good pollination and plentiful seeding.  

 

Many of the trees that produce large seeds and nuts rely upon animals to spread them 

around, often burying them and perhaps forgetting where they do so. Jays are particularly 

important in the dispersal of acorns around an oak woodland and at one time wild boar may 

have played an important part too, as some acorns will pass straight through the pigs gut and 

be deposited complete with fertiliser.  

 

Of course not all trees are the same and some pioneering trees such as birch and sycamore 

seem to produce large amounts of wind dispersed seeds every year. A continuous job on the 

hill is to remove these birch seedlings as they try to colonise the heathland. If you would like 

to help out with this task this winter do get in touch, as Cassy already has a few dates lined 

up this winter for our volunteer task group (stiperstones.events@naturalengland.org.uk). 

 

Another job this winter will be the selective 

removal of some sycamore trees in Mytton 

Dingle which have seeded in but have now 

grown into medium sized trees and are starting 

to shade out some of the grassland and open 

habitats around the old mine sites. 

 

Another concern, when I visited the oak 

woodlands, was seeing signs of browsing on 

our oak coppice, which I think is the sign of an 

increased population of muntjac deer in the 

area. We will be monitoring the effect of the 

deer over the coming years, but will have to 

protect any further coppicing to ensure that the 

new shoots are not all nibbled off. 

The Blakemoorgate cottages have been closed up for the winter, but will be open for our 

Christmas wreath making event on the 9th of December. We look forward to seeing wreath 

makers between 11am and 2pm, when you can warm yourselves by the fire in Cook’s 

cottage, indulge in a mince pie and mulled wine and of course make a holly wreath to take 

home. If anyone doesn’t know the way they can join me on the walk up from Snailbeach 

village hall at 11am. Hopefully the weather will be better than last year. 

Simon Cooter and the Natural England staff at Rigmoreoak
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Mobile Monday 

Hairdresser 
A s ta te  reg i s te red ha i rdresser 

offering a mobile service in your area 
on Mondays 

Call Avril: 07905 640 167 
  

Available for salon appointments 
at : 

 Altro Capelli 
Pontesbury 

Tues & Weds - 9.30 am  to 5 pm 
Call Avril: 01743 790 386 

   
Minsterley 

Thurs & Fri - 9am to 7pm 
Call Avril: 01743 792 548 

 

Motor Ser
vices

Tyres, Exhausts, Bodywork 
Servicing & Pre‑MOTs etc. 

At Minsterley Motors, Stiperstones SY5 0LZ 

Telephone: 01743 791 783 

Mobile: 07810 232 309

                     PURPLE PUPPIES 
                            01743 792292    
                            07940 577685 

 Dog walking…. 
 Pet home alone visits…  
 Day-care (limited availability)  
 One to One Training  
 Raw food sales and advice 
 Perfect Fit Harness stockist 

 

 

 

Deb Gallimore APDT 01189 

debgallimore@outlook.com 
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GRAMMAR GRIPES  
Maria Marks 

Does anyone, like me, have particular grammar gripes? Particular words spoken incorrectly or 
words spelled (yes, it can be spelled ‘spelt’ as well!) wrongly? 

Reading a novel last night, by a well-known published author, one of my written grammar gripes 
jumped off the page!  
This particular grammar gripe is the incorrect pluralisation of words ending in ‘y’. 
For the record, if a noun ends with the letter ‘y’, with a vowel preceding the ‘y’, the plural only needs 
an ‘s’,  
For example:- 

alley – alleys 
valley – valleys 
galley‐ galleys 
trolley‐ trolleys 

But, if the noun ends in a ‘y’ with no vowel preceding it, the ‘y’ changes to ‘ies’ in the plural. 
For the example:- 

dolly‐ dollies 
folly‐ follies 
filly‐ fillies 
lily‐lilies 

The offending word in question was ‘trollies’- seen many times on supermarket and garden centre 
signs. It’s ‘trolleys’! Grrrrr! 
But, my biggest grammar gripe is the word ‘of ‘, as used incorrectly in “could of”, “should of”, and 
“would of”. 
Phrases like - 
“I could have done that,” “I should have gone there”, and “I would have liked that”, when spoken are 
naturally abbreviated to “could’ve”, “should’ve”, and “would’ve”. 
If, in the speaking, it drops anything at all, it is an ‘a’ sound and not an ‘o’ sound, so please try not to 
say “of” and please, please don’t write it down. 
Editors note: 
Yes, my wife is a bit of a grammar nut! She is, after all, an ex-teacher and did appear on ‘Countdown’ 
many years ago… but I must confess I have my own little gripes, the main one being “your” and 
“you’re”. It’s “I like your shirt.” But “You’re a good friend”. “You’re” being an abbreviation of “You are”. 
Young Philip at the Stiperstones Inn sometimes wears a T shirt that amuses me (though most of his T 
shirts amuse me!). It reads: “I am silently correcting your grammar…”  
Let me know if you have your own particular grammar gripes.

Snailbeach Village Hall 
•  The Annual General Meeting is on Wednesday 7th November at 7.30 pm. It’s a meeting 
that’s open to the public and we would love to see you there. We are also looking for more 
volunteers to join the Committee. We are keen to ensure that our Village Hall is well used by 
the community so if you have new ideas you would like to share, come and join us. If you 
want to talk to someone before the meeting, contact Rev Pam Bickley (secretary) on 07887 
531174 
•  Thursday 29th November is the Village Hall Christmas Fair. If you would like to book a table 
to sell your goods, please contact Rev Pam (phone number above). Tables cost £10 and need 
to be booked in advance. The fair will run from 4-8pm – come along and do some Christmas 
shopping; enjoy coffee and cake and stop for a chat.
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A dedicated and independent veterinary 
practice that has been established in 

Shropshire for over 50 years, specialising in 
companion animal care.  

 
Natalie Morris BVSc MRCVS 

 
Website: 

www.malthouseveterinarygroup.co.uk 
Email:  

reception@malthouseveterinarygroup.co.uk

Telephone: 01743 791246  

Gentle Flow Yoga 

Snailbeach Village Hall 

Be kind to your body 
 & gentle on your mind 

 
Tuesdays 10 – 11.30am 

'Work a little harder' 
Suitable for those with at least 2yrs yoga experience 

 
Wednesdays 10 – 11.30am 

'Working Gently' 
Suitable for those who prefer a slower paced class 

& for beginners. 
 

Prior enrolment essential 
 

Please contact Caro on: 
Email: schiansky04@yahoo.com 

Tel: 01743 791742 
 

First session a free trial one for newcomers. 

 
GARDEN FURNITURE 

 FROM 

 RECYCLED TIMBER 
CHAIRS, COFFEE TABLES,  

BENCH SEATS etc. 

E-mail: servatory@hotmail.com 

Or call Graham on 01743 790 115 
WHEEL BARROW PLANTERS FROM £10

HAND MADE

 

J. Lewis &J. Lewis &  

Sons Sons 
Coal Merchants 

Haulage Contractors 
Hardcore, Sand & Gravels 

 
Tel: 01743 791 366 
jlewisandsons@outlook.com



 

Heather Kidd’s 

Report  
 
 
 

School Funding. 
Many of you will have read in the press 
that the funding announced by the 
government for Shropshire Schools fell 
again.  the grant for educating our 
children fell some 3.1% to 4,341. 
Shropshire falls well below the average 
of £4,528 per pupil that schools in 
England receives despite our rural 
character and the added costs that that 
entails. 
Our MP promised that the new funding 
formula would solve all our schools 
financial problems. Quite to the 
contrary it has only made them worse. 
bishops castle community college 
confirms it has lost £66,000 for the 
coming year. this will make life very 
difficult indeed for a small rural 
Secondary School. I keep hearing that 
more money is being put into education 
but that is certainly not the case here in 
Shropshire. 
as a councillor, parent and a school 
governor I have spent most of the last 
two decades fighting to keep our village 
schools open. Our schools, like village 
schools across England, will only be 
secure if we receive adequate funding 
that reflects the need of rural schools 
aNd we put in place an effective 

affordable homes policy which will allow 
local families to live in our villages. 
  
Road Closures. 
the a488 bishops castle to Shrewsbury 
road will be closed in Pontesbury  at 
hall bank from 20th October 2018 to 
4th November 2018. I know many of 
you may use this road. diversions will 
be in place using the brookside road in 
Pontesbury instead. there may well be 
congestion. 
Following this closure the b4499 Leigh 
road from brockton to Minsterley will 
have major road works being carried 
out on it. there will be some road 
closures and some works being carried 
out under traffic lights. If you would 
like to be added to my email list to get 
details of this and other local events 
just drop me an email at  
heather.kidd@shropshire.gov.uk 
Heather  
Heather Kidd, Shropshire Councillor for Chirbury 

and Worthen 

Tel: 07980635516  

heather.kidd@shropshire.gov.uk  

www.heatherkidd.org
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Snailbeach Village Hall 
Snailbeach Village Hall Booking Fees 

HIRE CHARGES FOR PLEDGE MEMBERS AND LOCAL COMMUNITY GROUPS  
Community groups/activities                                          Normal rate (£)             Pledge rate (£) 

(per session of up to 4 hours day or 6 hours evening)          20.00                            12.50 

Private Hire for meetings as above                                       30.00                            20.00 

Hire of Hall and all catering facilities                                   40.00                            25.00 

Hire of Hall with full bar facilities                                        90.00                            60.00 

To book the Village Hall please contact Marg Price on 

01743 791 633



Snailbeach District News - Issue 353

November 2018

Page 32

Crowning Glory 
 

 
 
 
 

Val would like to welcome 
 all customers old and new. 

Fully qualified and accredited 
 in all aspects of hair and beauty. 

Opening times: 
Tuesday - 9 to 5pm 

Wednesday - 9 to 5pm 
Thursday - 9 to 5.30pm 

Friday - 9 to 5.30pm 
Saturday – 9 to 1pm 

Bennett’s Business Centre, Main Rd, Pontesbury. 
Tel: 01743 790 008 

Check out our Facebook pages for special offers. 

hand controls 
 

left foot accelerators 
 

car boot hoists 
 

person hoists 
 

swivel seats 
 

secondary control  
systems ...and more! 

      Unit 11  
      Malehurst Industrial Estate 
      Minsterley, Shropshire 
      SY5 0EQ 
      info@allshropshiremobility.co.uk 

Offering a bespoke service to both 
Motability and private customers 

 
Tel:  01743 790 879 

Call: 07966 788791 

Quotations: 01743 792013 

www.benmorriselectrical.co.uk 
 

Efficient friendly service from an 

 experienced Electrician 
 

        ▪       Specialist in House Rewiring 
        ▪       Inspection & Testing of Properties 
        ▪       Extra Sockets & Lights installed  
                  (no job too small) 
        ▪       We will fit your own newly                            
                  purchased lights etc. 
        ▪       All work VAT free 
        ▪       Fully Insured 
        ▪       All work certified and notified to  
                  building control (Part P) 
        ▪       Free Quotations 
        ▪       Competitive Hourly Rates 

 
 

COMPLETE SERVICE AND REPAIR CENTRE 
 

 
-  

- -  
-  

 

-  
- -  
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MORE 

(ALLEGEDLY) ACTUAL EXCERPTS FROM G.C.S.E  SCIENCE EXAM PAPERS 
• A magnet is something you find crawling all over a dead cat. 
• By self-pollination, the farmer may get a flock of long-haired sheep. 
• If conditions are not favourable, bacteria go into a period of adolescence. 
• When you smell an odourless gas, it is probably carbon monoxide. 
• For fractures: to see if the limb is broken, wiggle it gently back and forth. 
• A super-saturated solution is one that holds more than it can hold. 
• A triangle which has an angle of 135 degrees is called an obscene triangle. 
• Blood flows down one leg and up the other. 
• For asphyxiation: apply artificial respiration until the patient is dead. 
• The hookworm larvae enters the human body through the soul. 
• When you haven't got enough iodine in your blood you get a glacier. 
• It is a well-known fact that a deceased body harms the mind. 
• To remove dust from the eye, pull the eye down over the nose. 
• For head colds: use an agonizer to spray the nose until it drops in your throat. 
• For nosebleed: put the nose much lower than the body. 

1) Which figure should be placed in the empty 
triangle? 
this puzzle works your executive functions in 
your frontal lobes by using your pattern 
recognition, hypothesis testing, and logic.  

2) how many horses do you see?

3) a car accelerates from rest to 50 km/hr and 
then from 50 km/hr to 100 km/hr. assume 
there is no air drag.  
In which case does the engine of the car do 
more work?  
a) From rest to 50 km/h 
b) From 50 km/hr to 100 km/hr 
c) the same amount of work is done in both 
processes  

4) Suppose you flip a fair coin (i.e., a coin that 
lands heads with probability 1/2 and tails with 

probability 1/2) 4 times. Which of these 
outcomes is most likely? 
1) 4 heads 
2) 4 tails 
3) at least one head and one tail 
4) all are equally likely 

5) kevin, Joseph, and Nicholas are 3 brothers. If 
the following statements are all true, which of 
them is the youngest? 
1) kevin is the oldest.  
2) Nicholas is not the oldest.  
3) Joseph is not the youngest.  

6)

 a large spherical planet is made entirely of an 
incompressible liquid. What is the pressure at 
the centre of this planet? 
1) It is minimum at the centre as the force 
from every direction would cancel out 
2) It is the same as everywhere else because 
density is uniform throughout the planet 
3) It is maximum at the centre because liquid 
is being pulled towards the centre due to 
gravity
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Danny Bebb

JOHN W. F. BEBB
Building, Civil Engineering, 

Surfacing and Steel Fabrication 

Contractors

The Bungalow,  
Weston Road,  
White Gritt, 
Minsterley, 
Shrewsbury, SY5 0JJ 

Phone: 07815 801 871 
Fax: 01588 650 386 
Email: 
johnbebb@hotmail.co.uk

LL OGSOGS  F F OROR  S S ALEALE

Free delivery on bags 
within 10 miles.  

Nets for collection.

Bulk Bag & Net Suppliers

Danny Bebb 
Weston Road, 
White Gritt, 
Minsterley, Shrewsbury, 
SY5 0JJ

Phone: 07815 801 871 
Fax: 01588 650 386 
greenacreslogs@hotmail.com

Order your bag (or multiple bags), fill them with 
your waste and leave them in a vehicle 

accessible place, call us and we will collect. 

CHEAPER & EASIER THAN A SKIP!

£72 Inc VAT for bag & collection. Discounts on 
multiple bags from the same address at the 

same time

JOHN W. F. BEBB  
SMALL TOOL & PLANT HIRE 

07815 801 871 

Phone for details on all Tools & Plant.  
Delivery available.

Mini Digger £50 

High Lift Dumper £40 

Magic Screed £40 

Bull Float £30 

Wacker Plate £30 

Stihl Saw from £25 

Pointing Guns £10 

Grinders from £15 

Welder/Generator £50 

Trailer Hire from £15 

And much more!

Danny Bebb 

The Bungalow,  
Weston Road,  
White Gritt, 
Minsterley, 
Shrewsbury, SY5 0JJ 

Phone: 07815 801 871 

Fax: 01588 650 386 

Email: 

johnbebb@hotmail.co.uk



 

 

 

Your Safer Neighbourhood Team are: 

PC3331 Stuart Coote 

PCSO 6160 Shaun Culliss 

 Local Police Team: 

01743 264777 

(Not to be used for reporting crime, incidents or emergencies) 

Snailbeach District News - Issue 353

November 2018

Page 35

  Useful Numbers 
 

Shrewsbury Hospital 
01743 261 000 

 
Shrop Doc 

0333 222 6655 
 

Pontesbury Medical  
01743 790 325 

 
Worthen Medical 

01743 891 401 
 

Pontesbury Chemist 
01743 790 273 

 
Police 

0300 333 3000 
 

Severn Trent Water 
0800 783 4444 

 
Western Power 
0800 328 1111 

 
British Telecom 
0800 023 2023 

 
Stiperstones School 

01743 791 207 
 

Minsterley Motors 
01743 791 208 

 
Councillor H Kidd 

01938 561 651 
 

Philip Dunne MP 
01584 872 187 

 
Village Hall Bookings 

01743 791 633 
 

Stiperstones Oil Coordinator 
01743 792 204 

 
Snailbeach District News 

01743 790 049 
 

Stiperstones Stores 
01743 790 594 

 
Stiperstones Inn 
01743 791 327

Waste Collection Schedule

Mobile Post Office Opening Times 
Wednesdays 9.30am - 11.00am 

Perkins beach Methodist church, Stiperstones 
Post Office telephone number: 

08457 223344 (central customer services) 
 

Stiperstones Stores Opening Times 
approximately 9.00am - 8.00pm daily 

tel: 01743 790594

November                                         

Tues 6th Tues 13th Tues 20th Tues 27th Tues 4th

Green Black Green Black Green

Evening all...

CRIME/INCIDENTS TO NOTE REPORTED  

CHIRBURY, WORTHEN, HOPE, SHELVE & STIPERSTONES 

15th August – 9h October 2018

CRIME REPORTED DETAILS LOCATION NOTES

Assault Gravels
Breach of restraining 

order x 5 Bentlawnt Offender awaiting court

Theft from Vehicle Ford Connect van targeted, power 
tools stolen

Outskirts of 
Chirbury

Overnight 26/08/18 – 
27/08/18

Criminal damage Report of a domestic cat that has been 
shot and killed Bentlawnt Enquiries ongoing

Theft from vehicle Chainsaw stolen from rear of insecure 
vehicle Bentlawnt Early hours of 01/09/18

Assault x 2 Marton
Assault Stiperstones

Burglary Garage broken into, copper and 
ornaments stolen Hope Overnight 18/09/18 – 

19/09/18

Criminal damage Damage caused to crops by suspected 
poachers / hare coursers

Outskirts of 
Bishops Castle Around midnight 24/09/18

Burglary Yamaha XT Serow motorbike K240KOO 
stolen from garage Rowley Likely occurred 18/09/18 – 

19/09/2018

Theft from vehicle and 
burglary

Window smashed on works van (not a 
usual MO for these offences) and tools 

stolen. Shed at property broken into 
but nothing taken

Theft from vehicle Minimal damage caused to van, entry 
gained and tools stolen Chirbury

Overnight 27/09/18 – 28/0918. 
Enquiries being made with 
another force into suspect 
vehicle seen in the area.

Burglary Garden shed broken into and strimmer 
stolen Chirbury

Overnight 27/09/18 – 28/0918. 
Enquiries being made with 
another force into suspect 
vehicle seen in the area.

Burglary & harassment Various items taken from outbuilding Lordstone Lane
Suspect identified, attempts 

being made to locate and 
arrest.

December
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Telephone: 01743 791 208 
(8am - 5pm Monday to Friday) 

Email Address: john@minsterleymotors.co.uk 
Website: www.minsterleymotors.co.uk

Notes (SCH - School Days Only) SCH SCH
BUS STATION, Stand N 07:35 08:10 08:50 10:05 10:30 11:00 12:00 12:30 13:30 14:00 14:45 15:45 16:25 16:25 17:00 17:40 18:05
Copthorne Rd, opp Barracks 07:42 08:17 08:57 10:12 10:37 11:07 12:07 12:37 13:37 14:07 14:52 15:52 16:32 16:32 17:07 17:47 18:12

Copthorne, opp Hospital 10:18 12:13 14:13 16:38 17:53

Radbrook Rd, adj College 07:47 08:22 09:02 10:42 11:12 12:42 13:42 14:57 15:57 16:37 17:12 18:17

Hanwood, Caradoc View Jct 07:52 08:27 09:07 10:22 10:47 11:17 12:17 12:47 13:47 14:17 15:02 16:02 16:42 16:42 17:17 17:57 18:22

Hanwood, Cock Inn 07:54 08:29 09:09 10:24 10:49 11:19 12:19 12:49 13:49 14:20 15:04 16:04 16:44 16:44 17:19 17:59 18:24

Lea Cross, adj Junction 07:57 08:32 09:12 10:27 10:52 11:22 12:22 12:52 13:52 14:22 15:07 16:07 16:47 16:47 17:22 18:02 18:27

Mary Webb 08:40 15:20

Pontesbury, opp Shop 08:03 08:40 09:18 10:33 10:59 11:29 12:28 12:58 13:59 14:28 15:13 15:21 16:14 16:53 16:54 17:28 18:08 18:34

Minsterley, adj crown & sceptre 08:07 08:47 09:22 10:37 11:02 11:32 12:32 13:02 14:02 14:32 15:17 15:27 16:17 16:57 16:57 17:32 18:12 18:37

Plox Green, Crossroads 08:09 10:39 11:04 11:34 12:34 14:04 14:34 15:29 16:19 16:59 16:59 18:14 18:39

Snailbeach, Village Hall 11:07 14:07 15:32 16:22 17:02 18:42

Stiperstones, adj Inn 11:10 14:10 15:35 16:25 17:05 18:45

Hope 08:14 10:44 12:39 14:39 17:04 18:19

Gravels 08:16 10:46 12:41 14:41 17:06 18:21

White Grit, Turn 08:20 10:50 12:45 14:45 17:10 18:25

Llan, Turn 08:24 10:54 12:49 14:49 17:14 18:29

Bromleys Mill 08:27 10:57 12:52 14:52 17:17 18:32

Lydham, Church 08:29 10:59 12:54 14:54 17:19 18:34

Bishops castle, Salop Street 08:31 11:01 12:56 14:56 17:21 18:36

Bishops castle, adj Boars Head 08:35 11:05 13:00 15:00 17:25 18:40

Shrewsbury To Bishops Castle - Monday To Saturday

2A, The Farriers, Annscroft, Shrewsbury SY5 8AN

Notes (SCH - School Days Only) SCH SCH

Bishops castle, opp Boars Head 07:30 09:40 12:18 13:30 15:40

Bishops castle, Salop Street 07:33 09:43 12:22 13:33 15:43

Lydham, Church 07:35 09:45 12:24 13:35 15:45

Bromleys Mill 07:37 09:47 12:26 13:37 15:47

Llan, Turn 07:40 09:50 12:29 13:40 15:50

White Grit, Turn 07:44 09:54 12:33 13:44 15:54

Gravels 07:47 09:57 12:37 13:47 15:57

Hope 07:50 10:00 12:40 13:50 16:00

Stiperstones, opp Inn 06:48 07:20 07:48 08:23 11:15 14:35 16:53

Snailbeach, Village Hall 06:52 07:22 07:52 08:27 11:18 14:38 16:57

Plox Green, Crossroads 06:55 07:25 07:55 07:55 08:30 10:05 11:21 11:55 12:45 13:05 13:55 14:42 16:05 17:05

Minsterley, opp crown & sceptre 06:58 07:28 07:58 07:58 08:33 08:48 09:25 10:08 11:24 11:58 12:48 13:08 13:58 14:45 15:18 16:08 17:08 17:32

Pontesbury, Hall Bank 07:03 07:33 08:03 08:03 08:37 08:53 09:30 10:13 11:29 12:03 12:53 13:13 14:03 14:50 15:23 16:13 17:13 17:37

Mary Webb 08:40 15:26

Lea Cross, Opp Junction 07:08 07:38 08:08 08:08 08:58 09:35 10:18 11:34 12:08 12:53 13:18 14:08 14:55 15:30 16:18 17:18 17:42

Hanwood, Cock Inn 07:11 07:41 08:11 08:11 09:01 09:38 10:21 11:37 12:11 13:01 13:21 14:11 14:58 15:31 16:21 17:21 17:45

Hanwood, Caradoc View Jct 07:13 07:43 08:13 08:13 09:03 09:40 10:23 11:39 12:13 13:03 13:23 14:13 15:00 15:33 16:23 17:23 17:47

Radbrook Rd, opp College 07:18 07:48 08:18 09:08 09:45 11:44 12:18 13:27 15:05 15:38 17:28 17:52

Copthorne, adj Hospital 08:18 10:27 13:07 14:17 16:27

Copthorne Rd, adj Barracks 07:23 07:53 08:23 08:24 09:13 09:50 10:33 11:49 12:23 13:13 13:33 14:23 15:10 15:43 16:33 17:33 17:57

BUS STATION, Stand N 07:30 08:00 08:35 08:36 09:20 09:57 10:40 11:56 12:30 13:20 13:40 14:30 15:17 15:50 16:40 17:40 18:04

y y

Bishops Castle To Shrewsbury - Monday To Saturday
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Minster leyMinster ley   

MotorsMotors  
is a family run 
business and has 

been an 
established part of 

the Shropshire scene 
for many years. 

If it’s a friendly and 
eff icient service 
you are looking for, 
you need not look 
any further than  
Minster leyMinster ley   

Motors.Motors.   
We will be  
delighted to 

provide you with a 
comprehensive 

quot a tion at   
guaranteed prices for 

all types of coach 
hire and coach travel 
and for any size of 

group.

 Day Trips Enquiries Call: 01743 791208 
 November  

Monday 5th            Oswaldtwistle Mills Indoor Shopping with Roast Dinner    £30 
Saturday 10th Cambridge—The laid back city            £25 
Saturday 24th Chatsworth House & Christmas Markets £45 

Thursday 29th Trafford Centre & Manchester Christmas Markets            £20 

∞ December ∞ 

Saturday 1st Worcester Victorian Christmas Fayre £17 - The Victorian-themed street 
market is the leading street market in the greater Midlands region. Over 200 stalls fill 
the atmospheric streets of Worcester’s historic heart with colours, sounds and 
irresistible aromas of Christmas. From sparkly jewellery and festive home decorations 
to traditional roast chestnuts and warm-ing mulled wine—a wonderful range of 
products are waiting to be discovered. 

Wednesday 5th Penkridge Market & Boundary Mills £15 - Penkridge is your traditional 
local market, hosting up to 100 stalls selling 1000’s of products. Boundary Mills, one of 
the UK’s largest mill store retailers offering brand names at up to 70% off RRP.

 

Pontesbury Shop 08:50 Ludlow Assembly Rooms 13:15
Minsterley 08:55 Craven Arms 13:30

Hope 09:00 Long Meadowend 13:35
Gravels 09:03 Aston on Clun 15:17

White Grit 09:05 Lydbury North 13:50
Lydham 09:10 Little Brampton 14:00

Bishops Castle 09:15 Clunton 14:02
Colebatch 09:20 Clun 14:05

Clun 09:35 Colebatch 14:20
Clunton 09:38 Bishops Castle 14:25

Little Brampton 09:40 Lydham 14:30
Lydbury North 09:50 White Grit 14:35
Aston on Clun 10:03 Gravels 14:37

Long Meadowend 10:05 Hope 14:40
Craven Arms 10:10 Minsterley 14:45

Ludlow Assembly Rooms 10:25 Pontesbury 14:50
Does not run on Bank Holidays except Good Friday

745  Mondays and Fridays only 

775  Tuesdays only 
                Pontesbury Shop 09:30 Newtown 13:50

Minsterley 09:35 Kerry 14:00
Plox Green 09:38 Sarn 14:10

Hope 09:40 Blue Bell 14:15

Gravels 09:45 Church Stoke 14:20
White Grit 09:48 Bishops Castle 14:35
Llan Turn 09:51 Bishops Castle 14:40

Bromleys Mill 09:55 Lydham 14:43

Lydham 09:57 Bromleys Mill 14:45

Bishops Castle 10:00 Llan Turn 14:49
Bishops Castle 10:05 White Grit 14:52
Church Stoke 10:20 Gravels 14:55

Blue Bell 10:25 Hope 15:00
Sarn 10:30 Plox Green 15:02
Kerry 10:40 Minsterley 15:05

Newtown 10:50 Pontesbury 15:10



Snailbeach District News - Issue 353

November 2018

Page 38

Hothouse Earth 
It may sound like the title of a low budget sci-fi 

movie, but for planetary scientists, "Hothouse 
Earth" is a deadly serious concept. 

Researchers believe we could soon cross a 

threshold leading to boiling hot temperatures and 

towering seas in the centuries to come. 

Even if countries succeed in meeting their CO2 

targets, we could still lurch on to this "irreversible 
pathway".  

Their study shows it could happen if global 

temperatures rise by 2C. 

An international team of climate researchers, 

writing in the journal, Proceedings of the 

National Academy of Sciences, says the 

warming expected in the next few decades could 

turn some of the Earth's natural forces - that 

currently protect us - into our enemies.  

Each year the Earth's forests, oceans and land 

soak up about 4.5 billion tonnes of carbon that 

would otherwise end up in our atmosphere adding 

to temperatures. 

But as the world experiences warming, these 

carbon sinks could become sources of carbon and 

make the problems of climate change 

significantly worse.  

So whether it is the permafrost in northern 

latitudes that now holds millions of tonnes of 

warming gases, or the Amazon rainforest, the fear 

is that the closer we get to 2 degrees of warming 

above pre-industrial levels, the greater the 

chances that these natural allies will spew out 

more carbon than they currently now take in. 

Back in 2015, governments of the world 

committed themselves to keeping temperature 

rises well below 2 degrees, and to strive to keep 

them under 1.5. According to the authors, the 

current plans to cut carbon may not be enough if 

their analysis is correct. 

"What we are saying is that when we reach 2 
degrees of warming, we may be at a point where 
we hand over the control mechanism to Planet 
Earth herself," co-author Prof Johan Rockström, 

from the Stockholm Resilience Centre, told BBC 

News.  

"We are the ones in control right now, but once we 
go past 2 degrees, we see that the Earth system 
tips over from being a friend to a foe. We totally 
hand over our fate to an Earth system that starts 
rolling out of equilibrium." 

Currently, global temperatures have risen about 1 

degree above pre-industrial levels and they are 

rising by around 0.17C per decade.  

In their new study the authors looked at 10 natural 

systems, which they term "feedback processes". 

Right now, these help humanity to avoid the worst 

impacts of carbon and temperature rises, and 

include forests, Arctic sea-ice, and methane 

hydrates on the ocean floor.  

The worry is that if one of these systems tips over 

and starts pushing large amounts of CO2 into the 

atmosphere, the rest could follow like a row of 

dominoes.  

According to the research paper, crossing into a 

Hothouse Earth period would see a higher global 

temperature than at any time in the past 1.2 

million years.  

The climate might stabilise with 4-5 degrees C of 

warming above the pre-industrial age. Thanks to 

the melting of ice sheets, the seas could be 10-60 

metres higher than now. 

Essentially, this would mean that some parts of 

the Earth would become uninhabitable.  

The impacts would be "massive, sometimes 
abrupt and undoubtedly disruptive," say the 

authors. 

The only upside, if you can call it that, is that the 

worst impacts may not be felt for a century or 

two. The downside is that we wouldn't really be 

able to do anything about it, once it starts. 

Are this summer’s heatwaves in the UK and 
Europe evidence of a Hothouse Earth? 
The authors say the extreme weather events we 

are seeing right now around the world cannot be 

immediately associated with the risk of passing 2 

degrees C. 

However, they argue that it may be evidence that 

the Earth is more sensitive to warming than 

previously thought.  

"One should learn from these extreme events and 
take these as a piece of evidence that we should 
be even more cautious," said Prof Rockström. 

"It may support the conclusion that if this can 
happen at one degree, then we should at least not 
be surprised or too dismissive of conclusions that 
things can happen more abruptly than we 
previously thought." 

With thanks and acknowledgments to BBC News
.
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Quaker Meetings 
 Shrewsbury Quaker Meeting House 

Corporation Lane, Coton Hill, 
Shrewsbury, SY1 2NU 
10.30 am every Sunday 

Clun Valley Quaker Meeting 
The Community Centre 

Grange Road, Bishop’s Castle  
10.30 am every Sunday, except 1st Sunday 
of month Hazelhurst Community Centre, 

Hazelhurst Close, Clun SY7 8LQ

Baptist Services 
 
 Snailbeach Methodist  

Church News 
***** 

November Services 
4th. November ‐ 2.45 pm 

11th. November ‐ 2.45 pm 
18th. November ‐ 2.45 pm 

25th. November ‐ 10.30 am 
***** 

17th November 10 am ‐ 2 pm 
Coffee Morning in the Church Hall 

This will be for 
Hospice at Home 

In memory of  

Mary Challinor 
Please come and support us 

Sunday services: 10.30 am & 3.00 pm 
Prayer Meeting/Bible Study 

Wednesdays 7.15 pm 
Held in the School Room, Snailbeach 
Elder: Mr. Joe Evans 01743 790 979 

All are welcome!

Date Habberley      
St. Mary

Hope            
Holy Trinity       

Minsterley    
Holy Trinity

Shelve            
All Saints

Snailbeach      
St. Lukes

1st Sunday 
Sunday 4th November 

All Saints Day 
Gold/White 

10.30 am 
All Age Communion 

 & Baptism 
Revd Pam 

(Revd Giles taking 
11am Holy 

Communion at 
 All Saints Worthen) 

9.00am 
Morning Prayer 

Revd Giles 
 

2nd Sunday 
11th November 

Remembrance Sunday 
Red 

6.30pm 
BCP 

Evening Prayer 
With Act of 

Remembrance 
Revd Giles 

10.50am 
Remembrance Service 

at Bentlawnt War 
Memorial 
Revd Giles 

10.50am 
Act of Remembrance 

at Minsterley War 
Memorial followed by 

short service in 
Church  

Revd Pam 

2.00pm 
Remembrance Service 

in Church 
Revd Pam 

3rd Sunday 
18th November 

2nd Sunday before 
Advent 
Green 

10.30 am 
Holy 

Communion 
Revd Giles 

9.00am 
Holy Communion 

Revd Giles 
 

4th Sunday 
25th November 
Christ the King 

Red 

10.30am 
Holy Communion 

Revd Pam 

9.00am 
Morning Prayer 

Revd Giles 
 

10.30 am 
Holy Communion 

Revd Giles 

Stiperstones Group C of E Service  Rota November 2018



Once again we are offering our readers the opportunity to 

send personalised Christmas greetings to all their friends and 

loved ones through the pages of the Snailbeach District News. Our 

December Christmas edition will feature a seasonal centre spread 

with your Christmas messages!  

The deadline for inclusion will be Friday, 23rd November. •

 Each message should be no longer than 40 words.  •

The cost will be £5 per message which will go towards •
helping with our printing and running costs. 

Please leave your message, together with your payment, •
either at The Stiperstones Inn, or with Patrick Marks at 5, 
Lower Works, Snailbeach, marking your envelope 
“Christmas Greeting for the SDN”  

There is limited space, so don’t •

delay! 
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What’s on 
  

 
Editor/Publisher: Patrick Marks - editor.sdn@mail.com 

Printers: SJF Design & Print - hello@sjfdesignandprint.co.uk 

Deadline for inclusion is midday on the 20th of each month. 

You can also leave items for inclusion at the Stiperstones Inn if you wish. 

Snailbeach Village Hall 
Christmas Fair 

29th November, 4pm to 8pm 
Call Rev Pam on  

07887 531174 to book a table to 
sell your wares 

or come along to do some 
Christmas shopping 

 
Snailbeach Village Hall 
Annual General Meeting 

Wednesday 7th November at 
7.30 pm. 

Open to the public. 
Come along and have your say. 

 
Stiperstones School  

Winter Fayre, 
Friday 16th November 3.30-6pm 

Huge variety of stalls! 
Baked Potatoes and 

Mulled Wine, Cakes, Raffle,  
Bottle bola etc. 

 
Sarah McQuaid 

Singer Songwriter 
Snailbeach Village Hall 

7.30 pm, Friday 9th November 
Tickets £10 in advance from the 

Stiperstones Inn 
 £12 on the door 

 
Craft Fair  

at Priest Weston Village Hall, 
Saturday, 3rd November 

10 am to 12.30 pm 
Entrance £2 to include tea/coffee 

In aid of Middleton and The 
Marsh Church's. 

Answers to Puzzles & Posers from page 33

Post your Christmas 
greetings in the SDN!

Sandy the Snail 
So, did you find the pesky little slitherer? He was slithering 
about at the bottom of the Pontesbury Gardeners piece on 

page 9. Sliding menacingly around a flowerpot with his eyes on 
some juicy looking foliage above. So well done to Cerys 

Hilditch, 7, for being the first person to let me know. But where 
is he skulking this month?

1) 3. the top number minus the bottom left-hand number 
is multiplied by the bottom right-hand number to give the 
number inside the triangle. 
2) 5. Yet another tricky illusion! 
3) b) From 50 km/hr to 100 km/hr 
4) at least one heads and one tails 
5) Nicholas is the youngest 
6) It is maximum at the centre because liquid is being pulled 

towards the centre due to gravity

A typical microwave oven uses more electricity 

keeping its digital clock on standby than it does heating 

food.


