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Octogenarian Funds Five Lifesaving Missions
Becky Read  Shropshire Air Ambulance
 
Snailbeach man, Doug Boulter, 82, along with his friends has helped fund five 
critical care car missions for Midlands Air Ambulance Charity.
 
Eighty-two-year-old Doug with “support crew” Vicki, Jo, Thelma, Emma and Claire 
completed a four and a half mile sponsored walk across the rugged terrain of the 
forest and farmland in Snailbeach, in aid of the lifesaving pre-hospital emergency 
service. Doug raised in excess of £1,300 funding five of Midlands Air Ambulance 
Charity’s critical care car missions.
 
A longstanding supporter of Midlands Air Ambulance Charity, Doug has fundraised 
for the service on multiple occasions in the past. Following a recent incident which 
was attended in the local area and required the enhanced pre-hospital expertise of 
the charity’s aircrew, Doug challenged himself to start fundraising again, this time 
with a physical challenge.
 
Doug Boulter said: “I would like to thank everyone who supported us so 
generously with their kind donations and for sponsoring our walk.”
 
Maria Jones, Shropshire fundraising executive for Midlands Air Ambulance 
Charity, added: “It is thanks to generous people, like Doug, who participate in 
challenges and sponsored walks and their kind supporters who donate, within the 
local community, that we are able to keep our helicopters in the skies and our 
critical care cars on the road.
 
“I’d like to say a huge well 
done and thank you to Doug for 
his loyal support over the 
years and for his continued 
fundraising efforts.”
 
To find out more about 
fundraising within Shrewsbury 
and the Shropshire area, get in 
touch with Maria Jones via 
email: 
maria.jones@midlandsairamb
ulance.com
 To find out more  visit: 
midlandsairambulance.com/
support-us/in-your-community/
shropshire and follow the organisation on social media.
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Where have all the 
whimberries gone - long 
time passing.
The freezers at the 
Stiperstones Inn should by 
now be filled with fruit 

ready to be made into crumble but they 
lie almost empty.
Age seems to have caught up with some 
of our older pickers while the next 
generation seem to lack the enthusiasm 
or the need for a few shillings..
Checking out social media it seems there 
are people picking right across the 
country and I have included a few 
comments from Instagram.  My wife, 
Susan has recounted some of her 
youthful experiences on the hill and in 
the market.

Inside this month
Wildflower meadows are 
becoming more popular and 
increasingly important in the 
fight to protect many of our 
endangered species.
You can find many facts about 
them inside.
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From the editor

sammy@snailbeachdistrictnews.co.uk

A good friend and village stalwart has sadly passed on.  During my time as 
village hall secretary Brenda Jones was a tower of strength.  Brenda and 
husband Tom acted as treasurers for a generation and the community owes 
them a great debt.  Brenda supported all village functions and was a devil of a 
whist player.  The only time I saw her lost for words was when Madame Za Za 
(alias Dougie Boulter) told her fortune in a caravan on the mines site.
Goodbye Brenda.

Brenda's Family would sincerely like to thank all relatives, friends and 
neighbours for the kindness and sympathy shown to them following their 
recent sad bereavement.

Thanks also to everyone who attended the Funeral and their generous 
donations which amounted to £600 shared between Snailbeach Methodist 
Churchyard Fund and Snailbeach Village Hall.

Special thanks to the Reverend Shalome MacNeill Cooper for conducting the 
Service to the organist Sue Priddy and to Derek and Jean and Les and Carla 
for their kind support, also Phil and Lara for the refreshments at the Village 
Hall.

Many thanks to Frank Painter & Sons for their help and professionalism. 
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Village Hall News 

The hall is fully open for business, and we are pleased to be welcoming back 
some of the regular users.  The existing pledge scheme rates will apply to 1 
November when a new scale of hire charges will be introduced.  We are 
looking for a bookings secretary for the hall to join the committee.  This 
involves managing the bookings diary and sending out and logging bookings forms and co-
ordinating hire payments.  Most of this can be done on-line.  If you are interested or would like 
further details, then please let me or another member of the committee know.  

The hall is grateful to the family of Brenda Jones for a donation from a collection following her 
funeral. Brenda was a former committee member and great supporter of the hall.  

The hall AGM is scheduled for 3 November.  Other upcoming dates include:

Saturday 24 and Sunday 25 September 8pm – play ‘Jabs, Behind the Scenes’ see 
elsewhere in SDN for details

Sunday 17 October – Live acoustic blues music, details TBC

Thursday 18 November 7.30pm – Sarah McQuaid, Singer 

Saturday 27 November 11-3 Christmas Fayre, sellers to contact Pam Bickley to book 
tables

Sunday 12 December carol singing with the brass band at 3pm.

Julian Bromhead, Chairman
SVHchairman@outlook.com

We are facing a global extinction crisis which 
has implications for every one of us. It’s 

tempting to assume that the loss of wildlife and 
wild places is a problem that’s happening on the 
other side of the world. The truth is that the UK 
is one of the most nature-depleted countries on 
the planet and the situation is getting worse.

Sir David Attenborough 2021
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MWA Garden Care
Grounds and Garden Maintenance

Come! will you not go where the bilberries grow, 

On their beautiful bushes of green ; Whose ruby 

bells smiled in the desolate wild, On the far away 

moorland scene?
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This August has not given us good whimberry picking weather 
but then what is good whimberry picking weather. I am a child of the 
fifties and probably the last generation to pick whimberries as part of 
our family income but for a very long time local people have picked 
whimberries in the valleys and on the slopes of the Stiperstones hills. 
It was often fun out on the hill chatting and calling to each other in fine 
weather but sometimes we were wet or bitten or stung and always we 
were stained and dirty. 

So important was the income from whimberry picking to the local economy that older people talk 
about walking long distances to pick them. People walked from Pontesbury and Minsterley to the 
Stiperstones Rhadley and the Longmynd. There were often more pickers than whimberries which 
prompted the long trek. Joe Smout said several families walked together from Pontesbury to the 
Stiperstones. A breakfast stop was made at the edge of May Salters field where they mashed tea 
and some of them cooked bacon before they started to pick. Some dealers came to the hill to 
collect whimberries from the pickers but often they would pick all day and then carry heavy 
baskets home for cleaning ready for  collection.  

They were not picking to have money for a holiday. The whimberry picking was the holiday but it 
wasn’t always enjoyable. The school register for Minsterley records that many children were 
absent for whimberry picking and other farm labouring activities  before and probably after the 
official summer break. They were picking so that they could afford essentials like shoes and 
clothes for the winter. 

As a teenager in the early 1960s I was considered old enough to take the whimberries I had 
picked to sell at the Market Hall in Shrewsbury. I would pick the whimberries during the week 
ready to sell on a Saturday. Cleaning them was a laborious business but every tiny leaf or bit of 
grig had to be removed. In our family we used trays for cleaning. A small pile of whimberries was 
placed at the narrow edge of the tray and then any debris was picked out as they were rolled 
slowly to the other end of the tray. The cleaned whimberries were piled into a basket lined with 
grease proof paper ready to be carried into town on Bert's early morning bus. 

The  Market hall was a huge building with bricks or terracotta on the outside and imposing steps 
up to the main floor. It was cool in summer and I imagine it was freezing cold in winter. On a 
Saturday morning the market was bustling and full of life so there would be plenty of customers 
about. Trestle tables were arranged in rows for people like me to sell produce. I can’t recall what I 
paid to have about a yard of space at the end of one of these trestle tables. I  measured the 
whimberries with a stamped half pint beer mug and they were sold at so much a pint. Half a 
crown a pint comes to mind but that seems like a lot of money looking back. The whimberries 
must have been decanted into paper bags, plastic bags were not so readily available then I think. 
I imagine that the juice would soak through the bag before the whimberries reached the 
customers home. Adults  sometimes asked asked where the whimberries came from and then 
commented that they had picked on the hills when they were younger. Those customers knew 
picking whimberries was no picnic.  (cont on page 7)



Page 6 Sept 2021

My mum said every time she picks bilberries she thinks about all 
the people that have walked through those same woods over 
hundreds of years, doing exactly the same things - marvelling 
over their stained fingers, popping berries straight from the plant 
into their mouths and enjoying that sweet tangy burst, 

complained about their backs aching while they bent to let their fingers 
search under the leaves for the hidden berries, and compared the weight of 
their basket to their friends.
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Your Bog needs you!
Volunteering at The Bog Visitor Centre
Since reopening following the Covid lock down period the Centre 
has struggled with staffing its daily shifts. Covid protocols and an 
increase in the number of visitors have stretched our resources in 
terms of volunteers available to staff shifts and we are therefore 
keen to add to our list of available volunteers. The shift rota is 
flexible and volunteers cover as many or as few shifts as they wish. In a normal year the 
staff carry out their first hours as volunteers and thereafter at an hourly rate of minimum 
pay. Currently staff are being paid the hourly rate as will any new staff joining the team 
this year. Next season we will revert to the voluntary element of 30 hours.

Our friendly team of volunteers is aged between 16 and 80 plus and new staff receive 
three shifts of training alongside our more experienced members. The role of staff is to 
provide a welcoming atmosphere for our visitors, to provide information about walks, 
local history and the landscape and also to serve visitors with refreshments.

Opening hours are currently 11am – 4pm Tuesday to Friday and 10am – 5pm Saturday 
and Sunday, the weekend days being split into two shifts. The centre is closed on 
Mondays.

If you are interested in joining us then please give me a call on 01743 790735 or send 
an email       

Jerry Hughes

Just like my forbears I spent the money on 
clothes.I loved the fashionable clothes in the 
Richards shop but my mum usually stole the 
designs and made dresses for me. They were 
lovely but I longed for the ones in the shop. I 
have a photograph of me aged about fifteen 
wearing a pair of striped summer trousers 
which I thought were wonderful at the time. The 
Richards shop probably had most of my money 
that week and I know my mum was non too 
pleased. 

Last year,  for the first time in twenty years we had a failed crop. Covid and no whimberries how 
bad could life get. Hardly any whimberries were picked and we thought we would have to buy in 
whimberries for puddings at the Stiperstones Inn. As it was we had enough…just to last out the 
pandemic. This year for the first time nobody is picking whimberries to sell. Old age and illness 
has seen off several of the people who regularly pick and it seems like for the moment at least 
we have come to the end of an old tradition. 
Sue Sproson
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• Specialist in House Rewiring
• Inspection and Testing of Properties
• Extra Sockets & Lights installed
• No job too small
• We will fit your own newly 

purchased lights etc.
• All work VAT free
• Fully Insured
• All work certified and notified to 

building control
• Free Quotations
• Competitive Hourly Rates

Call 07966 788791
Quotations 01743 792013

www.benmorriselectrical.co.uk
Efficient friendly service from an 

experienced Electrician

Somehow, a pie made from foraged berries always 
taste better. You might know them as bilberries, 
whortleberries or even urts if you live in the south. 
They aren’t that easy to pick in large quantities, but 
this comb makes it much easier. Off to enjoy!
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SNAILBEACH WI
At our most recent committee meeting, it was 
decided that we try to start our monthly 
meetings . Our priority would be to make all our 
members feel comfortable and safe in these 
difficult times with Covid still active. Guidelines 
have been set out by the village hall and we must 
abide by them.
It was agreed to book speakers for two meetings 
and gauge interest , if the Covid situation was improving. However, we were 
able to have our annual dinner at The Stiperstones Inn which was much 
enjoyed by 19 members.
September 9th will be our first meeting when local resident Alex Chidley 
Uttley will be our speaker. On October 2nd Bridgett has booked an 
interesting outing to Shrewsbury Battlefield with Dorothy Nichol giving us an 
insight into its history.
When we look back over these last few months, we have been able to have 
the occasional meet-up , albeit outdoors by various walks, picnics and the 
successful garden party at Bridgetts'. We have also tried to keep in touch by 
way of our monthly newsletter.
We would be happy to welcome any new members to our friendly, active 
group. We meet every second Thursday in Snailbeach Village Hall at 7.30pm, 
or if you wish, contact Pat (President) 01743 792959 or Sue (Secretary) 
01743 537269.
For any newcomers in the Bent Lawnt/ Hope area contact Sue on 01743 
891505 who would be happy to welcome you.
Take care everyone Joyce.

TRY Something NEW in for the Autumn of 2021 –
Rediscover the opportunity to try new things, enjoy making new friends who live 

locally, and be physically and mentally more active at your local u3a.

A Celebratory Open Meeting of the Pontesbury and Rea Valley u3a
will take place on Wednesday, 15 September 2021 from 2-4pm at 

Minsterley Parish Hall, to thank members for their support during the 
Covid crisis with music and refreshments. Members are welcome to bring 

a friend along who might be interested in joining the u3a.
For more information contact: Susan Lockwood 

(susanlockwood345@btinternet.com)
home tel no 01743 791082 mobile no 07854 110271
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Val  welcomes  old  customers  and  new, 

Fully  qualified  in  all   aspects  of  hairdressing,

Opening  hours,

Tuesday     Friday  9.00am     5pm

Saturday  9.00am     1 pm

Telephone  07768402491  

for  an  appointment.  

Bennett’s  Business  Centre,   Main  Rd.  

Pontesbury

Join  Val   on  Facebook 

@CrowningGloryPontesbury

Anne  Whysall  Florists  are  based  in  our  Studio  Unit  in  Annscroft,   Shrewsbury.   We  offer  a  local  same  day 

delivery  service,   for  orders  placed  before  10am.   We  are  also  able  to  offer  both  national  and  international 

delivery  through  our  relay  partners.     We  are  members  of  the  British  Florist  Association  and  have  been 

accepted  into  the  prestigious  Good  Florist  Guide.

You  can  order  flowers  via  our  website,   following  a  few  easy  steps  or  you  can  call  our  studio  on 

01 743 792333.

Ripe bilberries, edge of woodland, in Hampshire today. 
Time for me to get picking and do a bit of baking! . They 
have a long history in the UK, not only for food by also for 
dyeing. And many different local names. My mother called them hurts 
or hurt berries. 
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A recent 
discussion on 

the Stiperstones 
Past and Present 
Facebook page.
Thanks to Roy 
for keeping 

everybody up to 
date.

I am gauging interest in starting some daytime table tennis at 
Snailbeach village hall, once pandemic restrictions ease.  If 

there are sufficient people interested then I will start it off by 
buying a table tennis table and see what happens from there.

 
If you are, or might be, interested please email 

SnailbeachTT@gmail.com just saying who you are and anything that 
might be relevant to see if this can get off the ground.

 
Your information will only be used to contact you about the potential 

table tennis group and not passed to any third parties.
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One of our most popular gins, compounded with 
whimberries then barrel aged to perfection. Whimberry 
Gin was as popular in a long summer cocktail as it was in 
a spiced, mulled warmer. Who would love to see 
Whimberry Gin return?

CLIFFDALE CARE 
HOME

Cliffdale offers comfortable home-from-home 
accommodation for around twenty-five residents 
over the age of 65 who require assistance with 

everyday living and personal care.

SHREWSBURY  ROAD,  PONTESBURY,  SHROPSHIRE

SY5  0QD

TEL:   01743  790  261

RESIDENTIAL, DAY STAY & RESPITE CARE

Learn more at cliffdalecarehome.co.uk and 

facebook @cliffdalecarehome
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NATURAL ENGLAND
Notes from the hill

This is the time of the year when the hill looks at its best, due to the common 
heather being in full bloom, turning the heathland a deep lilac-purple. Common 
heather or Ling is as the name suggests, the commonest of three species of heather 
found on the Stiperstones. Naturally it would be a found scattered sparsely 
underneath birch and oak woodlands and on rocky outcrops. The large expanses of 
heather called heaths are almost always the result of human tree clearance and 
subsequent grazing of livestock on poor acid soils. The Stiperstones is no exception 
and may well have been heathland since the iron age.

Ling has had a variety of uses by man over the years including 
fodder, bedding and building materials. The flowers can be used 
to make an orange dye, a sweet tea and have been used for 
flavouring beer and gin. It is favoured by beekeepers for making 
heather honey, which is supposed to have beneficial properties 
for bladder and kidney complaints.

Although large expanses of heather moorland can sometimes 
seem a bit monotonous, they are particularly important for a 
number of bird species, not least of which is the red grouse, a 
sub species of willow grouse that is only found in the British 
Isles and is dependent upon heather as a food plant. Another 
bird that is found in particularly high densities on heathland is the meadow pipit that 
nests on the ground under the heather. On moorlands the meadow pipit is the most 
common bird used as a host to raise cuckoo chicks. So ultimately its due to heather 
that we have a good population of cuckoos on the Stiperstones.

Heather is also important for a range of insects and 
invertebrates; the shrub structure is important for spiders, 
bare ground can be important for beetles, bees and ants and 
a number of moth caterpillars feed exclusively on heather.

Two other species of heather can also be found on the 
Stiperstones: bell heather which is found on the south facing 
slopes and flowers earlier than Ling and the cross-leaved 
heather that can be found in some of the wetter areas of the 
hill. These heathers are similar, both being Erica’s, but the 
cross-leaved heather has flowers that cluster on one side of 
the stem.

The Shropshire Hills Hay Meadow Festival, which this year was held at the Discovery 
Centre in Craven arms, was a great success with over 500 people attending and a 
great range of stalls, music, activities and of course scything. The festival is aimed at 
raising awareness of the value of flower rich hay meadows in the area.

The other bit of good news is that the Stepping Stones Landscape scale conservation 
project has been successful in their bid to Natural England for funding under the 
Green Recovery Fund.

Simon Cooter for Natural England staff at Rigmoreoak.
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We are hugeeeee pie lovers here at Darwen Market. 
Several of our stalls sell delicious pies... savoury, 
sweet, hot, cold, vegetarian, meat - you name it, 
we've most likely got it ὠ� One of our more unusual 
pies is Rushton's whinberry pie, which is pretty 
famous in the local area - have you tried it? 
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New landscape investment to deliver local benefits for 
climate, nature, people and place 

A 3-year Defra funded programme for farmers and land managers in 
Protected Landscapes (Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty and 
National Parks) in England has been launched.

Here in the Shropshire Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), 
over £700,000 is available to distribute this year to projects linked to 
farming that can demonstrate benefits to climate, nature, people and 
place.
The Shropshire Hills AONB Partnership is supporting farmers and land 
managers to apply for grants to carry out projects that support nature 
recovery, mitigate the impacts of climate change, provide opportunities 
for people to discover, enjoy and understand the landscape and 
cultural heritage, or support nature-friendly, sustainable farm 
businesses.
The programme is open to farmers and land managers (including from 
the private, public and charity sector) with land within the Shropshire 
Hills AONB. 
Protected Landscapes are special areas and need to be managed, 
enhanced and protected while also supporting the farmers and 
communities who work within them and the wider local economy.
Farmers and land managers are being encouraged to look at project 
opportunities on their holdings and to get in touch with the Shropshire 
Hills AONB Partnership to discuss them. 
Farming in Protected Landscapes Adviser, Alison Jones, will be able to 
offer advice, help with the development of projects and guide 
individuals through the application process.  
Further information is available on our website at 
www.shropshirehillsaonb.co.uk/
help-to-look-after/farming-in-
protected-landscapes
To contact Alison Jones please 
email 
alison.m.jones@shropshire.gov.uk or 
telephone 01743 254745.
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J. Lewis 
& Sons
Coal Merchants

Haulage Contractors
Hardcore, Sand & Gravels

Tel: 01743 791366

jlewisandsons@outlook.com

A Local Personal,
Bespoke Service

Ltd.

www.wood-matters.co.uk

Tree Maintenance
Hedge Trimming

Woodland Management
Planting Solutions

Traditional Hedgelaying

01743 891231 or 07974 300328

Seasoned Logs for Sale

HAND MADE
GARDEN FURNITURE

FROM
RECYCLED TIMBER
CHAIRS, COFFEE TABLES

BENCH SEATS etc.

E-mail: servatory@hotmail.com
Or call Graham on 01743 790 115
WHEEL BARROW PLANTERS FROM £10

Winberry Pie From a family tradition of picking winberries to a pie 
of fresh wild berries. Vaccinium myrtillus is a species of shrub with 
edible fruit of blue color, commonly called "winberry", "wimberry", 
"whortleberry", "bilberry", European blueberry or huckleberries 
(as in Mark Twain’s Huckleberry Finn). This amazing pie is 

commonly a very low-bake double-crust plate of sweetened white pastry 
filled with sweetened winberries alone with a more unique and stronger 
flavour than blueberry.
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Tankerville  Pottery  and  Gallery

Excellent selection of:

Paintings, Cards, Crystals, Stoneware 
Pottery, Oven to Tableware, Bread 

Crocks.

Super Presents at

Reasonable Prices!

Tankerville Pottery & gallery

Pennerley, Stiperstones.

SY5 0NB

Tel: 01743 791 580

view our online gallery at

www.tankervillegallery.co.uk

Patricia Evans

Patricia has always had a passion for painting and a love 
of nature, which is reflected in her choice of subjects. She 
paints in Watercolour and Pastel and is particularly 
inspired to paint the atmospheric moods of the landscape.

Phil Petford

Philip has worked as an artist for over 25 years. He works 
in acrylic and oils mainly but also watercolours from time 
to time.  His love of wildlife and countryside scenes is 
reflected in his work for these are the scenes which 
interest him most.

Roy Evans

Roy produces pots that have bold design and strong 
forms, with earthy colours. In contrast, he likes working 
in porcelain, producing fine delicate pieces with subtle 
colours and shades, but still with a functional purpose.

Noel Evans

Noel has always had a  connection with and has been 
inspired by the diversitity  of the wonderful Shropshire 
landscape.  Noel also undertakes Publishing  and Giclee 
printing work for other artists, which comes complete 
with a professional and friendly service.
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Today’s lock down job for me, was to sow bilberries (wild 
blueberries - vaccinium myrtillus). They need to be sown under 
glass in January, so I took these old shower doors. I raked away 
the wood chips from the area I’ve chosen, put down a layer of 
old pine needles for acidity, since bilberries like acidic soil. 
Surface-sowed the bilberries, covered with the glass panes, and 
closed off the sides with two slab pieces. 
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Letter to Westminster – September 2021
Road to COP26
 
With the upcoming COP26 UN Climate Conference in Glasgow in November, more 
focus is rightly being placed on what steps we can take beforehand to demonstrate 
global leadership in the fight against climate change.
 
The Prime Minister laid out his vision of a Green Industrial Revolution last year, and shortly thereafter published 
an Energy White Paper to set the framework for the next critical phase of renewable energy rollout. But there 
remain several detailed strategies of how to get there still awaiting publication, now expected in coming weeks, as 
part of the preparation for COP26.
 
Last month the UN's Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) released their latest report, making 
clear the impact of human activity on global temperatures, and the vital need to take action to avoid a climate 
catastrophe.
 
As Chairman of the Environmental Audit Committee, I have been vocal in saying the government needs to meet 
rhetoric with action. The private sector, galvanised by a mix of greater awareness of environmental issues by 
senior management and the realisation customers expect companies to play a role in combatting climate change, 
is ready and willing to invest. But government needs to set a clear direction, to drive investment into net zero 
technologies.
 
Unfortunately, industry’s confidence has taken several knocks by delayed strategies and some cancellation of 
policies. The Green Homes Grant voucher scheme for owner occupiers to make energy efficiency improvements 
for their homes, since cancelled, was overly bureaucratic, and proved difficult to access for both building 
contractors and homeowners.
 
Notwithstanding this, to its credit the government has outlined significant ambition on net zero. But there are deep 
rooted challenges. There remains a shortage of skills in green engineering disciplines, the green automotive 
sector and qualified installers for energy efficiency measures like heat pumps or insulation retrofits.
 
The Environmental Audit Committee has undertaken a number of inquiries to help inform debate around achieving 
Net Zero Britain, and to provide recommendations to government on how to focus policy. Homes account for 20% 
of the UK’s greenhouse gas emissions, but there is significant underestimation in government of the cost of 
addressing this, and we are still awaiting a Heat & Buildings Strategy.
 
To support the move to electric vehicles, we must invest in Gigafactory capacity for battery production and EV 
charging capacity, as other countries have. There have been some encouraging announcements on investment in 
battery plants recently. But grid connection and regulatory issues continue to hold back community energy 
schemes, as well as tidal power and further progress in our offshore wind sector – which has proven a real UK 
success story.
 
Of course, COP26 is an international conference, and fostering international commitments to combat climate 
change must be the focus. The UK has made admirable progress in cutting our emissions while growing the 
economy. So we are well placed to demonstrate to developing nations that combatting climate change does not 
mean curtailing growth or improving living standards for their citizens. The UK government must seek to be a 
benchmark to inspire others.
 
I have been promoting community engagement in COP26, including through presenting the COP26 President, 
Alok Sharma MP, with a community action plan from South Shropshire Climate Action. I have encouraged local 
schools to give pupils the opportunity to learn more about COP26 and the issues it is seeking to address. Next 
month I am hoping to arrange screening locally an educational film on the environment for young people.
 
This is going to be a major topic for coming months, so if you are interested in learning more about COP26, 
please visit https://ukcop26.org.
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The Yard at 
Green Farm
Stiperstones
Shrewsbury
SY5 0LZ
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HHaarrrryy  CCooyyllee
Landscaping

Lawns, Hedges, Hardscaping, Decking, 

Slabs & Fencing

hcoyle@live.co.uk

Mob1. 0748 4 205 925

Mob2. 07866 007 428

HOPE VALLEY RADIO
01743 791 379

07811 449 039

***www.hopevalleyradio.co.uk***
TWO WAY RADIO SALES & HIRE

TV AERIALS

SATELLITE DISHES 

REPAIRS*SUPPLIED AND INSTALLED*

PHIL GRIFFITHS

Local Plumber

Tap Replacement and Plumbing
Repairs Undertaken

New Taps Supplied and Fitted
Home Choose Service

Established 35 years

Prompt and Professional
Pontesbury based

Tel 01743 790046

Mobile 07970 010148

John Powell’s 
Home Improvements

For any Plastering, Tiling, Plumbing 
and General Maintenance.

Can also fit kitchens and bathrooms. 

Fully Insured.

NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO 
SMALL

Call John on 

Home: 01743 791 627

Mobile: 07838 8015005

Family run fresh food retailers

Locally sourced meat
Fresh fruit and vegetables

Fair trade foods
Bread, pies, buns and cakes

all baked on the premises daily

Freshly filled sandwiches
baguettes and rolls

Groceries at competitive prices
Garden plants and flowers
Compost and grow bags

UPS parcel collection
and delivery hub

Tel: 01743 790228
www.hignetts.co.uk
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This nudist spent a whole day sunbathing
A hat and lotion for sunburn protecting
Covered herself with sunblock
There was one part she forgot
Now walks around with her butt reddening 

No foreign holidays this year !
Good news for some of these 
travellers who were not so happy with 
their trip! - 
“The food was so cheap by the time 
we got home I’d put on half a stone,” 

“The restaurant said ‘Children eat free’ 
but my 19-year-old daughter still got 
charged for her meal,” 

 “My husband drank the local beer and 
ended up violently drunk. They must 
put something in the alcohol here.”

“My fiancé and I booked a twin room 
but we were placed in a double. I’m 
now pregnant.”

 “When we arrived we were given free 
cocktails but I don’t like Sex On The 
Beach.”

“The water in the Gulf of Mexico was 
too salty. No one told me that there 
was going to be salt in the water. It 
was gross.”

“There was no sign telling you that 
you shouldn’t get on the hot air 
balloon ride if you’re afraid of 
heights,” 

 “We went on a canoe trip but were 
very disappointed that no one told us 
there would not be a bathroom 
onboard. It was very inconvenient.”

“We went to Australia over Christmas 
and were shocked when it wasn’t 
cold,”

“The weather at home was nice while 
we were away so the whole holiday 
seemed a bit pointless.”

An Easy and a Tricky one this month 

A cruise ship passenger is looking out to 
sea when he sees a small island. On the 
island, he spots a thin, suntanned man, 
with wild hair. He can see the man 
jumping up and down and waving.
The passenger turns around and sees 
the Captain, so he draws his attention 
to the man.
“Captain, what’s up with that guy?”
The Captain shrugs his shoulders.
“No idea. He’s always that happy when 
we sail past.”
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MSH Electrical Services
All types of electrical work

PAT Testing, LED Lighting
Central Heating Systems

Free Quotes               |       40 years experience
Mike Hockly

Mob: 07961278028
Tel: 01743 891610

email: hockly342@btinternet.com

Nipstone Campsite
The Bog SY5 0NJ

Tel: 01743 792073
Email: timrm@mail.com 

Small friendly site for tents,
 located 200m off the Shropshire Way

1. Campfires allowed, bring your own wood. 
2. No bins on site. Please take your rubbish home. 

3. £6 per person per night. Under 4’s free. 
4.  COVID. Sanitiser spray in all facilities

5. Freshly roasted coffee machine on site. 

You can find us just over the Bridge in 
Minsterley and opposite the church.

Smiths can  be relied on to supply the best 
British bred meats at competitive prices.

We have weekly special offers with a range 
of great value freezer packs.

- and our pies are something special!
01743 791863

T P Hockly
Building Contractor

Timber Framed Buildings & Extensions
Brickwork and Plastering

Driveways, General Building Work
& Building Maintenance

call Tim on 01743 791114
Mobile 07814 498 524

RESPONSIBLE DISPOSAL AND 
REMOVAL OF UNWANTED BEE AND 

WASP NESTS
Reasonable Rates          

                 Call Tim Hockly 07814 498524

Electrical contractors
PETER LEE
Tel 01743 791411 Mob 07727 610626
www.werlee.co.uk  | peter.lee@werlee.co.uk
Brookside Cottage, Crows Nest Dingle, 

Snailbeach, Shropshire, SY5 0LU

S & D Garden Services
Gardener Handymen

If you need help with your garden,

 look no further!

Contact Darrell – 07340 716 311

or Steve – 07799 468 898

Lawn Mowing, Hedge Cutting and

General Garden Maintenance

Bilberries looking lush and abundant up in the moors in 
Yorkshire. A common plant throughout the UK, but down 
South and at lower altitudes they're not particularly 
productive, sometimes an entire patch will have no fruit to 
show. The further North and higher you go the better 

chances you have of finding more and better fruit.
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We’ve all experienced the aggravation that speeding motorists 
have caused in our villages. As a longtime campaigner on this 
issue, I am happy to back this campaign. It urges Shropshire 
council to bring forward plans to implement a countywide 
20mph default speed limit in residential areas.
This is what they say:

“The 20 Is Plenty campaign would make Shropshire roads a safer 
place for all of us. Over 20 million UK residents now benefit 
from 20mph limits including our near neighbors  Wales and 
Herefordshire. Based on overwhelming evidence it is known that 
20mph widearea speed limits on the majority of streets and roads 
reduce death and injury, increase rates of walking and cycling, 
improve public health, reduce air pollution and climatedamaging 
carbon emissions. 20mph limits are supported by many 
Shropshire residents.
There is a petition you might want to sign if you haven't done so 
already in support of this campaign and you can do so by going 
to this page –
https://shropshire.gov.uk/committeeservices/
mgEPetitionDisplay.aspx?
ID=500000047&RPID=515644513&HPID=515644513               

                                                                                          If it reaches 1000 signatures by September then 
Shropshire Council will have to debate the issue.”
Long Mountain School in Worthen has had speed pipes, to monitor traffic speed, laid down with a view to 
installing 20 mph around the School. These will also be put down at Chirbury School in September and 
hopefully, the traffic speed will mean both villages will have 20mph limits. I am also pressing for them to 
be put down outside of Stiperstones School.

SEVERN TRENT
Although I’ve had many issues with some of Severn Trent’s work in the past, I must express my thanks to 
the team that has been laying a new pipe between Folly Cottages and Chirbury over the last few weeks. 
They have been helpful and flexible whilst undertaking quite a substantial piece of work.
I have also established a direct contact line with their local team. Let’s hope that their unannounced and 
disruptive road repairs are a thing of the past.
Heather



Page 26 Sept 2021

What’s fresh and on the menu today? Vaccinium myrtillus, 
aka wild blueberry, myrtleberry or whinberry Horses eat 
the flowers, berries, leaves and bark of this low- lying 
shrub, having multiple benefit’s the top five are listed 
below. Active plant compounds (cyanidins) and minerals, 
increase as the season progresses making this shrub an 
ideal addition to the equine menu.

Carolyn Bailey
Alterations

Alterations,  tailoring,  dressmaking

bridal  and  evening  wear

soft  furnishings

curtains  and  cushions  altered

and  made  to  measure

Woodlands
Ploxgreen
Minsterley

01743  791972
07784  836599

Servicing & MOTs
Diagnostics

Repairs-Tyres
Air Conditioning
Pontesbury SY5 0RJ

01743 790270
ploughgarage.co.uk

MARK'S DECORATING SERVICES

PAINTER & DECORATOR

SNAILBEACH & SURROUNDING AREAS

07707 515968
CORNALL214@BTINTERNET.COM
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Where did the sheep go on 
vacation?
 The Baa-hamas!

Where did your mom go for her 
summer vacation?
 Alaska.
 Never mind, I’ll ask her myself.

 What’s brown, hairy and wears 
sunglasses?
 A coconut on vacation!

 Why don’t mummies go on 
summer vacation?
 They’re afraid to relax and unwind!

My son came to visit for summer 
vacation.
 How nice! Did you meet him at the 
airport?
 Oh, no. I’ve known him for years!

What’s grey, has four legs and a 
trunk?
 An elephant
 No, a mouse on vacation.
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Computer Problems?

Hardware & Software support
Troubleshooting, repairs & upgrades
Custom set up of : laptops, PC’s & Tablets
WIFI and cabled network configuration
Broadband and internet issues
Malware and Virus removal
Security software setup
File rescue / data recovery
Printer issues
Backup  solutions
Mobile service to your door
Remote support

Setting up a PC out of the box can be challenging, it 
often ends up in confusion resulting in a machine that 
is a pain to use.  The manufacturers don’t make it any 
easier, bombarding the user with multiple choices and 

unnecessary software.

By enabling easy access to the things that you like and 
frequently use and by placing the things that you don’t 
need or use out of the way, we can provide you with a 

system that is secure, simple to operate and 
customised to your specific needs.

Contact: Rob
Tel: 01588650567
Mobile:  07765240718
Email: robwestonnet@aol.com

Friendly local IT support for home and 
small businesses: South Shropshire area

We can resolve most issues quickly 
and conveniently at your location.

With over 30 years experience, we offer friendly 
professional advice on a wide range of financial 
services.

Lewis Wealth Management Limited.
St. James’s House, Anchorage Avenue,
Shrewsbury SY2 6FG
Office: 01743 444 700
Mobile: 07967 430 392
Email: Neil.Lewis@sjpp.co.uk
Web: lewiswealthmanagement.co.uk
Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up 
repayments on your mortgage.

We are little bilberries, black bilberries.
We live in the green forest.
Our eyes are black, our faces navy blue,
and our dresses are green and celadon colour.
And when the day comes, the day comes.
We’ll go for bilberry picking, bilberry picking.
And our black hearts, black hearts
Are beating joyfully: bum tarara bum tarrara bum bum!
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Key Phone Numbers
NHS Help

 111
Worthen Medical 

01743 891 401
Pontesbury Medical

 01743 790 325
Shropshire Council 

0345 678 900

Care in the Community
 0121 318 5138

Citizen’s Advice
 0344 499 1100
Rural Support
 0300 123 2825

Age Concern 01743 233 
123

Samaritans (Free) 
116 123

Western Power 
(Power Cut) 105

Severn Trent (emergency)
 0800 783 4444
British Gas  
0800 111 999

Universal Credit 
 0800 328 5644
Child Benefit 
0300 200 3100

Pensions 
0800 731 0469

HMRC Covid 19 support 
0800 024 1222

Care in the Community 
0121 318 5138

Your Safer Neighbourhood Team are:

SGT 2382 Damien Kelly

PC 3331 Stuart Coote

PCSO 6160 Shaun Culliss

SC 39516 Amber Jones 

Emergency:  999

Non Emergency:          101

Crime stoppers: 0800 555 111

Website: www.westmercia.police.uk

Twitter: @SouthShropCops     

Facebook: Bishops Castle Policing Team Rural Watch

Email address: 

bccar.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk 

CRIME/INCIDENTS TO NOTE REPORTED 
CHIRBURY, WORTHEN, HOPE, SHELVE & 

STIPERSTONE
16th June 2021 – 15th July 2021

Assault Stemming from boundary dispute  -Worthen 

Harassment  - Hemford 

Malicious communications - Bromlow 

Assault - Snailbeach 

Livestock worrying - Dog became loose and got into a field with 
sheep  - Hope
Advice given to owner at request of land owner

16th July 2021 – 13th August 2021
Burglary - Outbuildings broken into, 2 Stihl chainsaws and a 
Stihl disk cutter stolen 
Hampton Hall, Worthen Overnight 4th – 5th August 

Harassment - Worthen 

Burglary - Polaris Ranger ATV, Marin mountain bike, 
chainsaw and Makita impact driver stolen from farm 
outbuildings  Chirbury 
Occurred early hours of 21st July. Stolen Polaris found hidden 
by local officers. Enquires located a suspect vehicle potentially 
linked to this burglary, the driver and passenger of that vehicle 
were arrested at a separate offence in Onibury on Saturday 7th 
Aug.  

Burglary  - Honda 420 quad bike stolen from farm outbuildings 
Chirbury 
Occurred overnight 18th – 19th July. Likely linked to the above 
burglary.
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Temporary Post Office
Stiperstones Inn
12.15 to 2.15
Tuesdays only
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