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Editor's Notes
Two stripes on my 
test kit but I'm still 
rolling along.  I have 
coughed and sneezed 

for three days with negative tests but 
this morning those parallel lines 
appeared.  I have been isolating in 
the campervan since Monday, just 
venturing out for a bit of weeding.
It seems that this three or four delay 
between symptoms appearing and a 
positive test showing has become the 
norm.  I am not sure at what time in 
this cycle I became infectious.
Plenty of time to put this edition 
together but I seem to be making 
heavy weather of it.
Lots of optimistic content centering 
around environmental and re-wilding 
projects with some trivia on bird 
species doing well and not so well.

 We would like to thank all our friends and 
family,  who came to join us, to celebrate 
our Diamond Wedding Anniversary, on 
Saturday 12th March.
We can’t give enough praise to our 
caterers, Lara & Phil, they gave us advice 
at the planning stage, and they prepared 
and served an outstanding quality, 
quantity and variety of food. They also 
helped the proceedings to run smoothly 
-nobody could have done better. How 
lucky we are to have people like this in 
our district.
The donations for Hope House amounted 
to £325 
Clifford & Sandra Evans

Carol, Adrian, Duncan & family would like 
to say thank you for all the kind 
messages, phone calls and flowers 
received whilst Joyce (Bennett) was in 
Hospital and later sadly passed away 
after a very short illness.
The attendance at the Funeral was 
overwhelming and donations totalled to 
£890 which was divided between Severn 
Hospice at Home and Rea Valley 
Methodist Churches (for the upkeep of 
Snailbeach Methodist Church Graveyard).

We hope everyone is enjoying the golden display in Stiperstones. We also hope you 
noticed the few snowdrops that were planted last year which are starting to take 
hold.
If you have a few snowdrops to spare, now is the time time transplant a clump 
amidst the daffs to add variation to our spring display. Find a gap and drop your 
snowdrops in.
Next autumn, we intend to add crocuses and will buy some bulbs and have some 
‘planting days’ like we did back in autumn 2019.( What a lot has happened since 
those carefree days!!??…)
If you would like to donate to this next phase, please drop a cash donation into the 
box outside John’s  Shop or into Tim Hockly’s letterbox - marked Stiperstones 
Flowers.
Thanks for being part of 
something remarkable! 
Tim Hockly and Sal Tonge 



Thursday 21st 
April 2022

Curlew Country 
Circuit   

Join a 13 mile 
fundraising walk, with 
a shorter route for 

families, taking in beautiful 
Shropshire Hills scenery and Curlew 
hotspots.  Learn more about these 
fantastic birds and raise funds to help 
Curlew Country secure their future by 
continuing their vital Curlew recovery 
work.  To find out more and book your 
place visit www.curlewcountry.org 

Wildlife Events with Natural 
England

Sunday 8th May – Dawn chorus 
walk at 5.30am followed by 
optional breakfast at the 
Stiperstones Inn. £7.50 plus 
breakfast.

Saturday 14th May – Birds of the 
Stiperstones walk with the Upper 
Onny Wildlife Group. Free.

Wednesday 25th May – Evening 
wildlife walk at 7pm with Dave 
Pearce. £7.50.

For more details email: 
Stiperstones.events 
@naturalengland.org.uk or follow 
our Facebook page.

From the front page
Headstarting, taking eggs from wild nests under licence and 
incubating them artificially, is a temporary measure to help boost a 
population. The resulting chicks are then reared in captivity until they 
are able to fly strongly, at which point they are released back into the 
wild giving them a better chance of survival.  Since starting this 
valuable work Curlew Country have released over 90 fully fledged 
Curlew chicks, and preparations are already underway to make 2022 
another successful headstarting year.

Butterfly and Moth Festival

There are 
many events 
to join if 
butterflies and 
moths are your 
thing, 
including a talk 
on 7th April in 
Bishops Castle. 

Find full details here 
foundationforcommonland.org.uk/news

WHAT'S ON

 Village Hall
Table Tennis
Fridays 1.30pm

contact : snailbeachtt@gmail.com
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The wren is a tiny brown bird, although it is heavier and not as slim as the 
even smaller goldcrest. It is dumpy, almost rounded, with a fine bill, quite long 
legs and toes, very short round wings and a short, narrow tail which is 
sometimes cocked up vertically. For such a small bird it has a 
remarkably loud voice.  It is the most common UK breeding 
bird, although it suffers declines during prolonged, severely 
cold winters.
What they eat:  Insects and spiders.
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Defibrillator boxes
Last year, it was highly distressing to witness 
two family members of a person who had 
suffered a heart attack trying to access the 
defibrillator in the box at The Bog Visitor 
Centre. There wasn’t one; it was empty. 

They were directed to the Stiperstones Inn, 
where the instructions are to phone 999 and 
give the box number to receive a code to 
open it, but there was no box number visible. 
Apparently the number is underneath the box, but who would look there?

The number was taped to the front of the box after this problem was queried, 
but the tape has since disappeared, making the locked box useless in an 
emergency.

The defibrillator boxes in the Chirbury and Worthen area are not locked, they 
are checked regularly by local volunteers and batteries re-charged or replaced 
as necessary. Obviously this has a cost, but surely it is not beyond the 
capacity of people in our area to raise funds for maintenance and to check the 
boxes are functional?
We live 25 mins. away from the Royal Shrewsbury Hospital and given the 
unlikely possibility an ambulance would arrive in time to save a person’s life, 
we need defibrillators that are accessible and working. The current situation 
creates a false sense of security. Boxes that are locked or empty are no use to 
anyone.
If anyone is willing to join me in trying to resolve this situation, please contact 
me.
Alyson Small 01743 791476

The birds in Our Garden
Many of us take part in the bird counts promoted by the RSPB each year.  Throughout 
the next pages you will find some facts about those birds doing well and those not so 
well.
It wase stimated that there were 83 million pairs of native breeding birds in the UK in 
2016. The most numerous species in the UK remains the wren, with 11 million 
breeding pairs. This species has seen the largest increase in numbers since 
monitoring began, with 6.5 million more pairs now compared to fifty years ago.  
The 12 native species with over two million pairs make up 60% of all the UK’s 
breeding birds, totalling 50 million pairs.  (number in brackets million pairs)

Wren (11)
Robin (7.3)
House sparrow (5.3)
Woodpigeon (5.2)
Blackbird (5)
Chaffinch (5)

Blue tit (3.4)
Dunnock (2.5)
Meadow pipit (2.5)
Great tit (2.4)
Pheasant (2.4)
Willow warbler (2.3) 
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The UK's favourite bird - the robin with its bright red breast  is familiar throughout 
the year and especially at Christmas! Males and females look identical, and young 
birds have no red breast and are spotted with golden brown. Robins sing nearly all 
year round and despite their cute appearance, they are 
aggressively territorial and are quick to drive away intruders. They 
will sing at night next to street lights.
What they eat:
Worms, seeds, fruits, insects and other invertebrates.



7April 2022

Memories of a Sunday morning.
from Susan Sproson
Early this morning I was cleaning my shoes before a hospital 
visit and my mind went back to Sunday mornings 70 years 
ago.  Sundays were completely different then; no TV no car.  
Days out were limited to annual Sunday School trips, but 
usually on Sundays we went to chapel and shared meal 
times with relatives.  So on Sunday morning Mum would be 
organising clothes and getting breakfast and Dad would 
clean our shoes.
During the week we would walk to school back and forth 
across the fields at ‘Potters the Wood’, through the kissing gates and down to 
Minsterley.  It was about one and a half miles of muddy paths  When we came 
home we played on muddy lanes and on the White Hillocks.  I doubt we would 
have had more than one pair of shoes – we probably  had wellies I am sure and 
sometimes played in those.  They might have been better for walking to school but 
I don’t recall carrying shoes.
Anyway by Sunday our shoes would be in a sore state.  Sunday clothes were 
different; made by Mum for the Sunday School Anniversary and worn as best 
clothes until the next one.  Shoes were more expensive and could not be made at 
home, so they were worn until they were useless, but they still had to be polished 
so they didn’t look so obviously worn.
Dad had a box with Black Cherry Blossom and Brown Cherry Blossom polish and 
labelled brushes that looked ancient, but the important item was a velvet pad filled 

with something soft and kept only for shining shoes.  
Dad would stand in the back kitchen to clean everyone’s 
shoes.  The polish was applied  and left for a while then 
a softer brush was used to create a shine and finally he 
would pick up the pad  to burnish the shoes to a bright 
sheen.  I don’t remember spit and polish (Dad was never 
in the army) but I do remember that by the time we were 
ready our shoes were clean and shiny and also ready to 
do battle for another week.

 A must for your diary
• A local and long overdue get together 
picnic to celebrate the Platinum Jubilee
• At Snailbeach Village Hall playing field
• Live music and entertainment
• Bring your own picnics and folding 
chairs/blankets
• Tea/coffee and ice creams available in 
the hall
• Fancy dress optional
• Prizes for the best crown in U11, 11-18 
and adult categories
• Free Jubilee memento for children

Platinum 
Jubilee

Thursday
June  2nd
Village 
Garden 
Party
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Sparrows are noisy and gregarious, these cheerful exploiters of man's rubbish and 
wastefulness have managed to colonise most of the world. The ultimate avian 
opportunist perhaps. Monitoring suggests a severe decline in the UK house 
sparrow population, recently estimated as dropping by 71 per cent between 1977 
and 2008 with substantial declines in both rural and urban 
populations. While the decline in England continues, Breeding Bird 
Survey data indicate recent population increases in Scotland, 
Wales and Northern Ireland.
What they eat:  Seeds and scraps.
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NATURAL ENGLAND
Notes from the hill

Its always nice to write the first spring addition of Notes from the Hill, 
heralding the awakening of the hill’s wildlife after the winter. The first 
curlews are back, and I can only assume that it was one of the chicks 
reared by Curlew County that dropped in the other day next to the 
office, as it arrived back calling to the exact location where the rearing pens were 
placed last year. Curlew Country are holding a sponsored walk across the 
Stiperstones on the 21st April to help raise funds for their work, see 
www.curlewcountry.org for more information.

The nesting birds are returning to the hill to set up their territories and that starts off 
our bird survey work. Bird surveys rely upon the territorial behaviour of birds at this 
time of year, particularly the males who announce their territorial rights by singing 
their hearts out. Us humans consider this delightful and write poems about the 
lovely song of the skylark or odes to nightingales, “blithe spirits…with unbodied joy”. 
However, in reality, these birds are shouting warnings to others of their kind to stay 
away, or else! 

Once the birds have found suitable nesting habitat, like the heathland of the nature 
reserve, they will mark out an area in which they can find enough food to bring up a 
family of hungry chicks. This will often be done by finding suitable perches from 
which to sing from, for example the stonechat will find suitable vantage points on 
gorse bushes and small trees. However, some birds 
like meadow pipits and skylarks, that nest where 
there are no song perches, will find suitable spots 
from which to launch their aerial song flight. Skylarks 
usually sing on their way up and then hover for ages 
above their chosen spot, while meadow pipits fly 
directly upwards and then sing while parachuting 
slowly back to the ground.

Other birds that will be nesting on the ground include 
red grouse, snipe and possibly curlew, while reed 
buntings, whitethroats, tree pipits, stonechat and 
whinchat will all nest, if not on the ground, close to it.

Birds that nest on the ground are extremely easily disturbed by dogs running loose, 
so when visiting the nature reserve please keep dogs on a lead and on the path. 
Once a bird is flushed off a nest its eggs or young chicks will often be targeted by 
predators such as crows, and even if not, if it is constantly disturbed it will usually 
abandon the nest. So, although the hill has open access, the best way for you to 
help the wildlife of the hill, is to keep to the public rights of way and ensure that 
your dog does too.

If you would like to learn more about the birds of the Stiperstones we are running a 
number of events this year:  See the Hat's On (page 3)

Simon Cooter for Natural England staff at Rigmoreoak.
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The UK's largest and commonest pigeon, the woodpigeon is largely grey with a white 
neck patch and white wing patches, clearly visible in flight.
Although shy in the countryside it can be tame and approachable in towns and 
cities. Its cooing call is a familiar sound in woodlands as is the 
loud clatter of its wings when it flies away.
What they eat:
Crops like cabbages, sprouts, peas and grain. Also buds, shoots, 
seeds, nuts and berries.
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Funding for farmers and 
landowners
 in the Shropshire Hills Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty.

Launched last summer, the Farming in 
Protected Landscapes programme has so far awarded £176,529 to 14 projects 
in the Shropshire Hills AONB.  The grants support one-off farming projects 
which deliver benefits to nature, climate, people and place. 

The Shropshire Hills AONB Partnership is providing support and administering 
the programme locally.  As we approach the second year of this 3-year 
funding programme, we are encouraging farmers and landowners in the 
Shropshire Hills to take a fresh look at the land they own or manage.  
Are there areas that are difficult or expensive to farm?  Could these spaces be 
better managed for wildlife?  Are there areas suitable for ‘slow the flow’ 
measures which help with natural flood management?  Could repairs help to 
conserve an historic site or monument, or are there opportunities to interpret 
a site of interest and/or encourage appropriate public access? 

We would love to see this funding used to deliver large nature, climate or 
access projects across a number of farms, and we are encouraging farmers 
and landowners to think beyond their boundaries.  Example projects might be 
to work to restore an area of upland peatland and manage it extensively with 
cattle, or habitat creation and management for a specific threatened species. 
Looking at your land in a different way can be a daunting task.  A good 
starting point is to make sure you know what you already have in terms of 
good and potential wildlife habitat, historic monuments, or what public rights 
of way or watercourses cross your land? We can help with this, or you can 
access the information yourself on MAGIC maps, an online mapping tool, 
which highlights priority habitats, Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs), 
historic monuments etc  

We will be holding a webinar in April to update farmers, landowners and land 
agents on the funding programme and answer questions - for more 
information on this please get in touch by emailing 
shropshirehillsaonb@shropshire.gov.uk. 

There is also lots of information about the funding programme on our website, 
including summaries of the projects which have been supported to date, see 
https://www.shropshirehillsaonb.co.uk/help-to-look-after/farming-in-protected-
landscapes 
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The male blackbirds live up to their name but, confusingly, females are brown often 
with spots and streaks on their breasts. The bright orange-yellow beak and eye-
ring make adult male blackbirds one of the most striking garden birds. One of the 
most common UK birds, its mellow song is also a favourite.
What they eat:
Blackbird food consists of a variety of insects and worms, 
but they also eat berries and fruit when in season



13April 2022

Letter from Westminster – April 2022
Rt Hon Philip Dunne MP for Ludlow
Ukraine
 
Since the full­scale invasion of Ukraine by Russia on 24th February (having 
previously invaded in 2014), it has been uplifting to see people around the world uniting to do 
whatever they can to help those affected by the conflict.
 The UK is a particularly charitable country, and people in Shropshire always go above and 
beyond when it comes to helping those in need. We saw this in spades during the covid 
pandemic, where community groups and friendly neighbours helped each other cope. This was 
especially important for those of us who had to shield, or were not able to get out for basic 
supplies and prescriptions.
 There is also always a strong response from local communities whenever disaster appeals are 
organised through the major charities, which are so active in Shropshire. But the reality of 
renewed war in Europe following the devastation wreaked on the innocent people of Ukraine 
by the monster that is President Putin and his Russian war machine, has awakened a 
tremendous public spirit to try to help.
 Most of us thought war in Europe had been consigned to history. Hardly anyone under the age 
of 75 has had experience of war in Europe, aside from those who served or supported people 
in the Balkan conflicts, and following the fall of the Berlin Wall at the end of the Cold War we 
did not expect nations would invade democratic neighbours in Europe.
 I have been deeply moved by the outpouring of warmth and desire to help people in Ukraine 
and refugees escaping from the horror. Many of our communities have held fund raising 
events, have donated money, medicine, food, and many others have collected clothing and 
other consumables, which are waiting for the all­clear where to send them. At the time of 
writing, the Disasters Emergency Committee appeal in response to the crisis in Ukraine has 
helped raise over £150m, of which the government is providing £25m of match funding as part 
of its £400m assistance to Ukraine.
 The displacement of people from their homes has been horrific to see, made all the worse by 
President Putin’s decision to use indiscriminate destruction in Ukrainian cities, with innocent 
civilians paying the price.
 Since the first days of this renewed conflict (it is important not to forget Russian aggression in 
Ukraine has been going on since 2014) I have called on the government to introduce a flexible 
approach to refugees, and to provide support to neighbouring countries, as the first point to 
which refugees will seek to flee.
 Many constituents have offered to provide accommodation for refugees and their families, and 
I am pleased the government has put in place a specific Homes for Ukrainians Scheme, to 
allow anyone who can provide assistance to do so if they wish. I joined 100,000 others within 
the first day of the scheme opening to sign up to provide sponsorship. People arriving under 
this scheme will be able to live and work in the UK for up to three years, and will be able to 
access healthcare, benefits, employment support, education, and English language tuition.
 The dire situation in Ukraine shows no sign of abating soon. I was in the House of Commons 
chamber last month when President Zelensky became the first non­Parliamentarian ever to 
give an address to the House of Commons. It was most moving. All MPs, Peers and journalists 
present stood united across party lines to show our support to him and the people of Ukraine in 
what they are going through to withstand this barbaric assault.
 I stand foursquare behind the people and legitimate government of Ukraine, and the 
government has my full support for measures to ensure Putin fails in his policy of violent 
suppression of Ukraine.
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The thrush used to be a familiar and popular garden songbird whose 
numbers have declined markedly on farmland and in towns and cities. It's 
smaller and browner than a mistle thrush with smaller spotting. Its habit of 
repeating song phrases distinguish it from singing blackbirds. 
It likes to eat snails which it breaks into by smashing them 
against a stone with a flick of the head.
What they eat:
Worms, snails and fruit.
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16 March 2022

******* NEWS RELEASE ********

A new way to walk the Stiperstones!

A world of stories is to be invisibly scattered at your 

feet at one of Shropshire’s most celebrated beauty 

spots. 

Funded by an Economic Recovery Grant from 

Shropshire Council, ’Story Cache’ is the brain child of Stiperstones Inn’s landlord and landlady 

Phil and Lara Sproson-Jones.  It is a Smart Phone app which synchs with cutting edge GPS 

technology and will add another element of enjoyment for visitors to this iconic landscape.

Walkers, explorers and bimblers can purchase this app from their usual app source, pull on their 

boots and set out along their favourite paths. As if by magic, at specific GPS locations, their 

phone will tell stories!

Local professional storyteller, Sal Tonge developed and recorded the story content which has 29 

hidden locations along the Stiperstones ridge from the Hollies above Snailbeach to Nipstone at 

the extreme south of the legendary rocky outcrop. ‘Of course, I’ve retold the much loved local 

myths and legends.’ she explained, ‘I have also added in some tales from other cultures to help 

you navigate the mud, take your mind off the climbs, settle into some of the folklore around the 

flora and fauna hereabouts! It’s a real mixed bag of yarns.’ she laughed.

‘We wanted to help visitors get even more out of their time on our beloved hills,’ said Lara, ‘I’ve 

devised a couple of guided walks, with illustrations and full instructions to help those less 

experienced walkers. The built in map function on the app will be your guide  to encourage you to 

explore the landscape a little and find the hidden story gems along the way!’

Strewn with stunning photography from Philip Sproson-Jones; the app can also be enjoyed from 

your arm chair and by those less able. It has transcripts for deaf and hearing impaired walkers 

too. ‘We hope there is something for everyone to enjoy this special place!’ said Phil. 

The app will cost a one-off fee of less that £2 and can be downloaded to your phone from the 

end of March from your usual app source.

*************

For more information, interviews, images or a free trial access 

code, please reply to saltonge@outlook.com

Like on Facebook for updates!

Regulars to our table this winter have been the tits (Tom and his mates great, 
coal and long tailed) and Walter (pigeon) with his current ladyfriend.  The two 
robins were fighting in January but by March mating fever seems to have 
soothed their savage breasts.  We had a jay with a damaged wing who 
managed to keep clear of the cats for a few weeks but sadly drowned in the 
new pond.  The nuthatch, goldfinches and the woodpecker were rare 
customers, so I think the mild weather allowed for plenty of foraging on the 
hill.
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Oil Prices Going Up?
Many members of our 

Community are saving 

money on their fuel bill by

 buying collectively.

Ring Derek on

07958658260
To find out more

Collared doves are a pale, pinky-brown grey colour, with a distinctive black neck 
collar (as the name suggests). They have deep red eyes and reddish feet. Their 
monotonous cooing will be a familiar sound to many of you. 
Although you'll often see them on their own or in pairs, flocks 
may form where there is a lot of food available.
What they eat:
Seeds, grains, buds and shoots.
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The Minsterley and District Eisteddfod Committee
 would like to thank all the competitors who entered the various classes at the event 
on Saturday, 19 March 2022. We congratulate the winners and hope that both 
entrants and visitors enjoyed the occasion and gained pleasure from the 
performances. We extend our heartfelt thanks to the many friends who help out in 
various ways during the Festival weekend as it would be impossible to stage the 
event without this support. 
The Committee is already beginning preparations for next year’s celebratory event 
as 2023 marks the Eisteddfod’s Diamond Anniversary !
Claire Penrose (General Secretary)
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The final 2 pages of Andy Cuckson's Article from last month



19April 2022



20 April 2022

Tankerville  Pottery  and 
Gallery
we  offer

an  excellent  collection  of

Paintings,  Crystals,  Stoneware,  Pottery' 

Oven  to  Tableware,  Bread  Crocks

Super  Presents  at  Reasonable  Prices

Find us at Tankerville Hollow, 
Pennerley, SY5 0NB
Tel 01743 791 580

view our on-line gallery at 
www.tankervillegallery.co.uk

A colourful mix of blue, yellow, white and green makes the blue tit one of our most 
attractive and most recognisable garden visitors. In winter, family 
flocks join up with other tits as they search for food. A garden 
with four or five blue tits at a feeder at any one time may be 
feeding 20 or more.
What they eat: Insects, caterpillars, seeds and nuts.
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Our Upland Commons’ 
is a three year national project led by the Foundation for Common Land. The 
many partners include Shropshire Wildlife Trust, Natural England, National Trust 
and Shropshire Hills AONB. The project aims to promote and enable 
collaborative management of common land, creating healthy commons and 
facilitating resilient commoning. But also (re) connecting the public with the 
natural and cultural heritage of common land and enhancing the environmental 
and ecological benefits offered by common land. The Shropshire Hills are one 
of four areas this is running (the others are Lake District, Yorkshire Dales and 
Dartmoor).

It is no coincidence that so much archaeology and so many historic features 
have been preserved on common land. Shared land management by 
commoners (called commoning) has protected landscapes for a thousand years 
to ensure the survival of ancient monuments and rare wildlife, plants, birds and 
butterflies. Today just 3% (400,000 hectares) of England remains as common 
land but some 11% of all scheduled monuments in England are found on 
commons. A large part of the Stiperstones NNR is common land as is the Long 
Mynd.

In the Shropshire Hills we have a number of Historic Environment related public 
events coming up:

On Tue 29th March at 7:30pm at Clee St Margaret Village Hall, a Roundup of all 
of the work that our volunteers did last autumn on Clee Liberty common (incl 
Nordy Bank Hillfort rampart repairs). Year two focus will be on the Medieval 
period, come and find out what is planned. To book please email 
info@fearnheritage.co.uk

Tues 26th April (morning) Document Research Workshop at Shropshire 
Archives. This will equip you to become a volunteer to help us further research 
the Pole Cottage site on the Long Mynd.

In May we will be holding a Lidar Interpretation Workshop using data we 
collected earlier this year to equip volunteers to make independent site visits to 
carry out ‘ground truthing’.

The period from 16th to 31st July 
has been designated as the National 
Festival of Archaeology and during 
the first week we will hold a 
Community Excavation at the Pole 
Cottage site. You can help pinpoint 
the exact site of the old cottage, 
investigate other interesting features 
and try and establish if there was 
anything there before the cottage. 
More details will be shared as our 
plans are firmed up but mark it on 
your calendar now and register your 

interest. On 27th July our Geophysics contractors will also carry out a survey of 
Novers Hill on the Long Mynd. Anyone is welcome to trek up there and watch 
them in action.
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ECO GARDEN VOLUNTEERS

If you’d like to learn more about organic gardening 

and enjoy learning through practical experience, 

Garden Designer and Natural Gardener Nancy 

Lowe is opening up her permaculture garden to 

volunteers this year, with monthly work parties 

running on the second Tuesday of every month. 

This will be a really fun way to pick up new skills, 

with work focusing on the edible and medicinal 

forest garden, on the no-dig vegetable patch and on gently tending the rewilded areas of 

the garden. 

Nancy explains that “as a volunteer, you’ll be a massive help to me in putting into place all 

the exciting plans I have for these areas. It’s up to you whether you come along monthly 

or once every few months or whether you come for a whole morning or part of a morning 

each time, but the option is there to take part in the full yearly cycle of care and attention 

everything gets. As we work through the year, I want to make sure you get lots out of this 

experience. I’ll be passing on loads of skills and techniques that you can use in your own 

garden to help look after it in a natural, organic and sensitive way. This will also be a 

great way to meet like minded people and get a bit of exercise in the fresh air and in a 

really peaceful and restorative environment.” 

No experience is necessary, just a willingness to get stuck in. Tea, cake, tools and 

training will be provided. 

If you’re interested to find out more, get in touch via the Natural Gardener website:

https://www.thenaturalgardener.org.uk/contact

 SNAILBEACH W.I.
Our March meeting welcomed Dorothy Nichols who gave 
a very interesting insight into how Ellis Peters ( namely 
Edith Pargeter) combined her fictitious character, 
Cadfael, with some true facts which made her excellent 
stories very plausible. Her books about Cadfael , 
together with the TV series,certainly put Shrewsbury on 
the tourist map. However, the TV series was not filmed 
in Shrewsbury but in Eastern Europe. Dorothy certainly showed her 
knowledge and interest in Cadfael and Ellis Peters. 

Bridgett has put together a programme for the start of our new year, and 
our April meeting will be for signing-on with a games evening to follow.
If you wish to join our very friendly and  social W.I., please come along to 
Snailbeach Village Hall on Thursday 14th April at 7.30pm, you will be most 
welcome.
Joyce Graves.



24 April 2022

STRENGTH & 
STABILITY CLASS 
FOR AGES 60+ 

Tuesdays 9.30am—10.30am 
at Minsterley Parish Hall 

   
Thursdays 10.00am—11.00am 

at The Pavilion Community Hub, 
Pontesbury 

Booking is essential. 
   

Contact Dan Lewis on 
 07904 338 791

or

 danlewisfitness@btinternet.com 

The chaffinch is one of the most widespread and abundant bird in Britian and 
Ireland. Its patterned plumage helps it to blend in when feeding on the ground and it 
becomes most obvious when it flies, revealing a flash of white on the wings and 
white outer tail feathers. It does not feed openly on bird feeders - 
it prefers to hop about under the bird table or under the hedge. 
You'll usually hear chaffinches before you see them, with their loud 
song and varied calls.
What they eat: Insects and seeds.
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So I've been a little bored and my wife 
suggested I make a bird table.

Well...she's not happy. I've just finished 
adding up all the scores  and she's only 
in fifth place.

A Medium and a Fiendish today These are extracts from actual letters sent 

to various councils and housing 

associations throughout the UK.

Thanks to Malcom Dunbar

1) I want some repairs done to my cooker 

as it has backfired and burnt my knob off.

2) I wish to complain that my father hurt his 

ankle very badly when he put his foot in the 

hole in his back passage.

3) And their 18 year old son is continually 

banging his balls against my fence.

4) I wish to report that tiles are missing from 

the outside toilet roof. I think it was bad 

wind the other night that blew them off.

5) My lavatory seat is cracked. Where do I 

stand.

6) I am writing on behalf of my sink that is 

coming away from the wall.

7) Will you please send someone to mend 

the garden path. My wife tripped and fell on 

it yesterday and now she is pregnant. We 

are getting married in September and we 

would like it in the garden before we move 

into the house.

8) I request permission to remove my 

drawers in the kitchen.

9) Can you please tell me when the repairs 

will be done as my wife is about to become 

an expectant mother. 50% of the walls are 

damp, 50% have crumbling plaster and the 

rest are plain filthy.

10) I am still having problems with smoke in 

my new drawers.

11) The toilet is blocked and we cannot 

bath the children until it is cleared.

12) Will you please send a man to look at 

my water. It is funny colour and not fit to 

drink.
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Heather’s Report for March 2022
Claim Pension Tax Credit. In these tough times I am 
concerned that some people are not claiming benefits 
that they are entitled to . There are 1.8 million eligible 
people across the UK not claiming this Pension 
Credit.  Not only could it provide some extra 
household income to address rising food and fuel 
costs but it may also mean entitlement to other 
benefits such as a free TV licence or help with rent 
and council tax. You can also seek help and support 
from Age UK in Shrewsbury. Phone : 01743 233123 
Email: enquiries@ageukstw.org.uk or ring me.
Hope School Site Housing. Both the Councils 
housing company – Cornovii and the STAR Housing 
have now said that they cannot afford to develop the 
site because of the difficult drainage issues on the 
site. I will be speaking to the Property Services 
Department of Shropshire Council as a matter of 
urgency about the future of the School building and 
the site. Key Phone Numbers

NHS Help
 111

Worthen Medical 
01743 891 401

Pontesbury Medical
 01743 790 325

Shropshire Council 
0345 678 900

Care in the Community
 0121 318 5138
Citizen’s Advice
 0344 499 1100
Rural Support

 0300 123 2825
Age Concern 01743 233 123

Samaritans (Free) 
116 123

Western Power 
(Power Cut) 105

Severn Trent (emergency)
 0800 783 4444

British Gas  
0800 111 999

Universal Credit 
 0800 328 5644
Child Benefit 

0300 200 3100
Pensions 

0800 731 0469
HMRC Covid 19 support 

0800 024 1222
Care in the Community 0121 318 5138

Stiperstones Inn 
01743 791327

John's Shop 01743 790594

Chirbury Affordable Homes. This has been given draft 
approval but is awaiting the pre-commencement 
conditions. No building can start until those are signed 
off. Hard work is now going on to make sure this can 
happen as soon as possible and builders can be 
appointed. It is hoped that it will all begin by October. 
The barns may well come down at some point before 
that and the hedge around the new road could be 
taken out very soon to avoid disturbing nesting birds.
Grant funding is in place
View online at: http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/onli.../
applicationDetails.do...
 People interested should make sure they have applied 
to Homepoint to be eligible.
https://www.shropshirehomepoint.co.uk/.../ASPPages/
1/30.aspx
These are for people with local connections to 
Chirbury and Brompton Parish
Help for the Ukraine. If you want to donate to help the 
Ukraine, one good way is to donate to the Disasters 
Emergency Committee (DEC) which is a consortium of 
15 prominent charities in the UK including the Red 
Cross, Salvation Army, Oxfam and Save the Children. 
Go to www.dec.org.uk  Also Shropshire  Supports 
Refugees gives a range of advice:  https://
www.shropshiresupportsrefugees.org/
 
Best wishes Heather
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The largest UK tit - green and yellow with a striking glossy black head with white 
cheeks and a distinctive two-syllable song. It is a woodland bird which has readily 
adapted to man-made habitats to become a familiar garden visitor. It can be quite 
aggressive at a birdtable, fighting off smaller tits. In winter it joins 
with blue tits and others to form roaming flocks which scour 
gardens and countryside for food.
What they eat:  Insects, seeds and nuts.
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Team details
Safer Neighbourhood Sergeant: Sgt 2382 
Damien Kelly 
Safer Neighbourhood Officer: PC 3331 
Stuart Coote  
Police Comm. Support Officer: PCSO 
6160 Shaun Culliss
Police Comm. Support Officer: PCSO 
40492 Nicole Jones 
Team Email:  
bccar.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk

West Mercia Police contact numbers
Emergency: 999   Non Emergency: 101 
Bishops Castle Police Station (not for 
reporting): 101, Extension 7704901 
Report online: www.westmercia.police.uk/
ro/report/
Crime stoppers: 0800 555 111
Website: www.westmercia.police.uk
Twitter: @SouthShropCops     
Facebook: Bishop’s Castle Policing Team 
Rural Watch

ts twittering, wheezing song and flash of yellow and green as it flies, make the 
greenfinch a truly colourful character. Nesting in a garden conifer, or feasting on 
black sunflower seeds, the greenfinch is a regular garden visitor, able to take 
advantage of food in rural and urban gardens. Although quite sociable, they may 
squabble among themselves or with other birds at the bird table.
Greenfinch populations declined during the late 1970s and early 1980s but 
increased dramatically during the 1990s. A recent decline in numbers has been 
linked to an outbreak of trichomonosis, a parasite-induced 
disease that prevents the birds from feeding properly. To help 
stop the spread, make sure to keep your bird feeders clean.
What they eat:  Seeds and insects.
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552/553 Bishops Castle Stiperstones Shrewsbury
Monday - Friday
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552/553 
Saturday



36 April 2022

Thanks to all our contributors and advertisers for giving me so much copy to 
squeeze in, and to the RSPB for images and information from their excellent web 
site www.rspb.org.uk.
Any advertising revenue still outstanding must be paid this month at the latest - 
our treasurer is looking anxious.


