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January  brings  the  snow,
makes  our  feet  and  fingers  glow.

February  brings  the  rain,
Thaws  the  frozen  lake  again.

March  brings  breezes  loud  and  shrill,
stirs  the  dancing  daffodil.

April  brings  the  primrose  sweet,
Scatters  daisies  at  our  feet.

May  brings  flocks  of  pretty  lambs,
Skipping  by  their  fleecy  dams.

June  brings  tulips,  lilies,  roses,
Fills  the  children’s  hand  with  posies.

Hot  July  brings  cooling  showers,
Apricots  and  gillyflowers.

August  brings  the  sheaves  of  corn,
Then  the  Harvest  home  is  borne.

Warm  September  brings  the  fruit,
Sportsmen  then  begin  to  shoot.

Fresh  October  brings  the  pheasant;
Then  to  gather  nuts  is  pleasant.

Dull  November  brings  the  blast,
Then  the  leaves  are  falling  fast.

Chill  December  brings  the  sleet,
Blazing  fire  and  Christmas  treat.

The Garden Year
by Sara Coleridge
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The craft fair at Snailbeach Village Hall 24th November
St Luke's Snailbeach held a competition to name the Laura Ashley 'doorstop' in the 
shape of a fox, clutching a bottle of Prosecco.  
The lucky winner was Mrs Sue Pinches of Stedment calling it 'Frinton'.
Thank you all for supporting us with £55 raised
A date for your diary.
1st April 2023
Coffee morning at Snailbeach Village Hall in aid of church 
funds.
10.00am to midday

Allwelcome       Contact Joan Evans for details 
01743 791374

Help for St Luke’s

St. Luke’s is a festival church which means that we have services on all the main 
church dates – Mothering Sunday, Easter, Harvest, Remembrance, and Christmas. 
We also still have services for baptisms; weddings; wedding blessings and funerals.
We’re a small congregation and willing but we would appreciate some help.
There are three ways you could help:-
    1. Would you be willing to help with mowing/strimming the graveyard at St. 
Luke’s? 
    2. Would you be willing to help with cleaning the church? 
    3. Would you be willing to help support us financially? This could be a one off 
donation or a regular amount. I know these are difficult times for us all but any 
help would be appreciated.
If you are able to help St Luke’s in any way, please contact Rev Pam Bickley via 
email revpambickley@gmail.com or phone 07887 531174

St. Luke's

A belated happy new year from 
the SDN.  I didn't have too 
much time on my hands this 
month so I thought I would 
write about time.  Clocks have 
fascinated me although I never 
wear a watch.  I seem quite 
good for getting a feel for what 
time it is whether I wake in the 
middle of the night or am 
working outside during the day.

or as Dr Zeus said

"How did it get so late so 
soon? Its night before its 

afternoon. December is here 
before its June. My goodness 
how the time has flewn. How 
did it get so late so soon? "
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We still need your support

Jack Foley wrote the article below in 1988.
We are still producing and distributing for free the Snailbeach District News 35 years 
later.
We still rely on your support for advertising revenue, generous donations, news and 
interesting content, and deliveries.
The News is run as a non-registered charity, this is because our turn over is less than 
£5000.  We still have certain obligations to ensure that we show transparency with 
our accounts and so that we can apply for grant funding should any become 
available.
To this end we need an Annual General Meeting, this year's was poorly advertised 
and consequently poorly attended and was not quorate.
We are holding another meeting Monday 20th February 7.30pm at the Stiperstones 
Inn.....we hope that a few more of our volunteers, supporters or advertisers can 
attend to keep our affairs in order.

Kind donations from Tankerville Pottery, Pat Carr and Nipstone Campsite

Eastridge Woods Survey
By the time we go to press the results of the Eastridge 

Woods survey will have been discussed at the Village 

Hall.  You can view all the results at

https://www.forestryengland.uk/eastridge-woods-

community-survey-results



4 Feb 2023

Tankerville  Pottery  and 
Gallery
we  offer

an  excellent  collection  of

Paintings,  Crystals,  Stoneware,  Pottery' 

Oven  to  Tableware,  Bread  Crocks

Super  Presents  at  Reasonable  Prices

Find us at Tankerville Hollow, 
Pennerley, SY5 0NB
Tel 01743 791 580

view our on-line gallery at 
www.tankervillegallery.co.uk

January is named after Janus, the Roman god of beginnings 
and endings. Janus presided over doors and gates, which 
feels appropriate for the new year. He is often depicted with 
two faces – one looking forward and the other looking 
backward. Notably, January was the last month to be added 
to the calendar, which originally had ten months and began 
in March.

Matthew  Carr 
29th    September  1940    ­   13th    December  2022

Pat  and  family  would  like  to  thank  everyone  for  the  support,   love  and  care  shown  to  them  in  the  last 

year,   leading  up  to  Matthew's  passing  in  December.  

Thank  you  for  the  attendance  at  Matthew's  funeral  and  also  at  the  evening  wake    'with  an  Irish  flavour'  

at  Snailbeach  Village  Hall.   I   am  sure  that                ­   if  it  were  possible  and  Matthew  was  watching  us  ­   he 

would  have  loved  it  and  would  have  been  tapping  his  feet  and  singing  his  heart  out.  

Thanks  also  to  Dr.   Simon  Nightingale    ­   Humanist  Celebrant  ­   for  the  way  he  took  his  time  to  listen  to 

my  wishes,   presiding  over  the  service  and  giving  us  the  opportunity  to  have  a  beautiful  funeral  enabling 

us  to  display  our  sadness  but  also  to  celebrate  Matthews  life.   Our  thanks  also  that  Simon  was  happy  to 

include,   in  fact  suggested,   that  we  have  a  special  few  moments  to  enable  people  of  faith  to  pray.  

Thank  you  to  Lara  and  Philip  for  the  beautiful  Supper,   and  to  Philip  and  Geoff  for  producing  the  order 

of  service.  

Thank  you  for  the  community  spirit  which  was  shown  by  our  local  residents  who  stayed  until  the  end  of 

the  wake  and  then  took  over  clearing  tables,   chairs  and  the  general  tidying  of  the  Village  Hall  before  we 

left.   We  are  so  privileged  to  belong  to  such  a  caring  community.   Thank  you  for  your  generous  donations 

in  Matthews  memory  which  to  date  stands  at    £598.70p    and  will  be  shared  between  the  two  chosen 

charities  Christie's  Ovarian  Cancer  Fund    and  Dementia  UK.  
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Polly Owen from Enterprise House 

with Local Councillors; 

Heather Kidd and Ruth Houghton, 

and Delia Yapp from Shropshire Council

Enterprise House & The Web Orchard 

Project Team with Delia Yapp from 

Shropshire Council.
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Crowning Glory has 
relocated !!

Val is now working from 
" The Old Store " formerly 

Hair by Sue, Station Rd, 
Pontesbury.

Wednesday,  Thursday, Friday. 
Tel 07768402491
or 01743 790414
For an appointment. 

I look forward to welcoming 
old customers and new .

February is named after a Roman purification festival 

called februa, which occurred around the fifteenth of this 

month. Februa literally means “month of cleansing” – a 

fitting title considering that February was once the last 

month of the year. Much like the New Year’s Resolutions 

of today, a “month of cleansing” seems like a good way 

to say goodbye to the old and usher in the new.
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Ancient  woodland  restoration  in 
the  Shropshire  Hills 
 
Ancient woods are some of our most 
valuable habitats. Centuries of 
undisturbed soils and accumulated 
decaying wood have created the 
perfect place for communities of 
plants, fungi, insects and other micro-
organisms. Birds and mammals, 
including vulnerable and threatened 
species, also rely on ancient 
woodlands.  
 
Around 5% of the Shropshire Hills AONB is classed as ancient woodland, but 
two thirds of this is Plantations on Ancient Woodland Sites (PAWS). These are 
ancient woodlands which have been largely felled and replanted with non-
native species. Although damaged, these sites still have the complex soil of 
ancient woodland and can be restored with careful management.   
 
PAWS woodlands in the Shropshire Hills are mostly conifer trees which are 
now mature.  These may have value when extracted, while also restoring the 
woodland to a more natural state.  In partnership with the Woodland Trust, we 
have secured funding from the Forestry Commission to work with woodland 
owners to actively restore PAWS and ancient semi-natural woodlands in the 
AONB.  
 
The Ancient Woodland Restoration Project will identify priority and at-risk 
woodlands in the Shropshire Hills and engage with their owners, offering 
advice and condition assessments, fund practical management and 
support woodland products or timber marketing/sales. The project is intended 
to be at no cost to woodland owners and easy to access with minimal 
paperwork. 
 
If you own woodland in the Shropshire Hills, you can check whether it is 
classed as ancient or PAWS by looking on the online Ancient Woodland 
Inventory.  There is a link to it, along with more information about the project on 
our website at The AONB's ancient woods are some of our most valuable 
natural assets. (shropshirehillsaonb.co.uk) 

To register your interest in the project as a woodland owner, please email our 
Natural Environment Officers mike.kelly@shropshire.gov.uk, or 
Rachel.glover@shropshire.gov.uk. 
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40+

Advertise Here
sammy@snailbeachdistrictnews.co.uk

01743 791999
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My kind of clock
An automaton clock or automata clock is a type of 
striking clock featuring automatons. Clocks like these 
were built from the 1st century BC through to Victorian 
times in Europe. A Cuckoo clock is a simple form of this 
type of clock.

The first known mention is of those created by the 
Roman engineer Vitruvius, describing early alarm clocks working with gongs or trumpets. Later 
automatons usually perform on the hour, half­hour or quarter­hour, usually to strike bells. Common 
figures in older clocks include Death (as a reference to human 
mortality), Old Father Time, saints and angels. In the Regency and 
Victorian eras, common figures also included royalty, famous 
composers or industrialists.

More recently constructed automaton clocks are widespread in 
Japan, where they are known as karakuri­dokei. Notable examples 
of such clocks include the Nittele Ōdokei, designed by Hayao 
Miyazaki to be affixed on the Nippon Television headquarters in 
Tokyo, touted to be the largest animated clock in the world. In the 
United Kingdom, Kit Williams produced a series of large automaton 
clocks for a handful of British shopping centres, featuring frogs, ducks and fish. 
(from Wikipeadia)

I love these clocks and if any one is with me they have to wait to 
watch the different characters appear.  Telford Centre has one of 
Kit Williams’s clocks with a large frog.and Wells Cathedral clock is 
beautiful with the moons and stars and jousting knights.

I can remember ‘Guiness Clocks’ 
with their famous toucan and 
whole zoo of mechanical 
animals.  These clocks toured 
the seaside towns of Britain 
during the 50’s and 60’s and one 
was even sent to the USA.

My favourite though is in Berlin.  The clock is made of a series of 
globes which fill and empty with coloured water.  I made a group 
of students wait for twenty minutes until the hour was reached to 
see the animation at its best – they didn’t seem as impressed as I 
expected.
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March is named after Mars, the Roman god of war. In ancient Rome, 

war was ceased during the time of celebration between the old and 

new year. Since March was the earliest part of the year when the 

weather was mild enough to begin waging war again, it was originally 

the first month.
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PONTESBURY GARDENERS’ ASSOCIATION
Nothing says that it is the new year more than the garden waking up into growth and the 
Trading Post re-opening to provide local gardeners with the materials that they will need; we 
open on Saturday 4 February. We are situated in the Old Station Buildings on Station Road and 
are open every Saturday from 9.30 to 12 noon, from now until the end of October.
Our new stock of seed potatoes is available and details of the varieties are on our Facebook 
page. There are also pea, bean and beetroot seeds, onion and shallot sets, as well as plenty of 
all the other materials that you will need to get sowing and growing. 
The bulk delivery of multi-purpose potting compost has arrived and the 
usual offer of a reduced price for three bags is in place; we also have 
peat-free multi-purpose compost but this isn’t on special offer due to 
the ongoing difficulty in obtaining sufficient supplies. As usual there will 
be people on hand to help carry the heavy stuff to your car.

Some dates for your diary:
7 March: Annual General Meeting, 7.30 pm in the Public Hall
18 May: Spring into the Garden, 7.30 pm in the Public Hall
26 August: Annual Show, 2.30 pm in the Public Hall

A reminder: subscriptions for 2023 are now due: they are still £2 for the year, or £1 if you are retired.
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Here are a few different theories about where April gets its name. 
Some believe that April is derived from the Latin base apero – 
meaning “second” – because it was once the second month of the 
year. Others say it comes from another Latin word, aperire, which 
means “to open” and is suggestive of the opening of buds and 
flowers during springtime. Still others claim that April was named for 
Aphrodite, the Greek goddess of love, beauty, and procreation.
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May is named for the Greek goddess Maia. She had a son, 
Hermes, with the god Zeus, and she was an earth goddess 
and a goddess of growth, which explains her connection to 
this springtime month.

STRENGTH & 
STABILITY CLASS 
FOR AGES 60+ 

Tuesdays 9.30am—10.30am 
at Minsterley Parish Hall 

   
Thursdays 10.00am—11.00am 

at The Pavilion Community Hub, 
Pontesbury 

Booking is essential. 
   

Contact Dan Lewis on 
 07904 338 791

or

 danlewisfitness@btinternet.com 
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February Parish Magazine Article 
Philip Dunne MP

Local planning issues often fill my postbag and can be a source of 
significant concern to local residents affected by an application and 
rightly so. 

Planning issues are at the heart of our communities, permitting the 
very homes we live in, the schools our children go to, the hospital we visit and the roads that take 
us there. That is why reforming the way our outdated and bureaucratic planning system works is so 
important. Many people complain to me that it is not currently delivering for the people locally that 
use it or the communities that need good homes to live in.  
 
Most people recognise that we need to build more houses, especially affordable homes, across the 
country. In Shropshire sadly many young families are forced into renting for longer than they want 
to and struggle to find suitable homes when they can afford a mortgage. But that also means we 
need to build the right homes in the right places.  
 
The Levelling Up and Regeneration Bill which finished its passage through the Commons before 
Christmas, recognises that it is communities themselves who are best placed to make decisions on 
local development. The Bill will modernise the planning system for the 21st century and give 
residents a louder voice to ensure that development reflects community preferences. Under the 
reformed system, local plans will be given more weight and the plan making process will be sped 
up.  
 
This will not only give communities like ours in South Shropshire more certainty that the right 
homes will be built in the right places but will also give more assurance that areas of 
environmental importance will be respected in decisions on planning applications and appeals and 
crucially, will remove centrally imposed house building targets. 
 
The legislation puts communities at its heart. It will introduce a requirement for local planning 
authorities to produce design codes for their areas, which will have full weight in planning decision 
making. Digitising the planning system will make it easier for communities to access the system 
and help groups typically underrepresented in planning decisions to make their voices heard in 
their area. This compliments ongoing pilots which are testing new digital initiatives, such as online 
3D maps and QR code systems to enable residents to interact with the system in new ways. 
 
A new Infrastructure Levy will also be introduced to help fund the schools, GP surgeries and road 
improvements needed, which has been a regular concern in local planning applications in South 
Shropshire. The levy will be set locally to allow Shropshire Council to tailor it to our local 
circumstances. There will be a consultation on the workings of this new levy, which I was pleased 
to have confirmed will also be available to ensure water supply and treatment improvements can 
benefit.
 
The Government remains wholeheartedly committed to the benefits of neighbourhood planning. 
The new Bill will strengthen neighbourhood planning and give these plans greater weight in 
planning decisions. The legislation will also help even more people to get involved in 
neighbourhood planning by introducing a new tool for parish councils and neighbourhood forums 
called a neighbourhood priorities statement. This will allow communities to identify priorities and 
preferences for their area which the local authority will be obliged to take into account when 
preparing its local plan.  
 
It is our neighbourhoods that feel the impact of planning most immediately. I am hopeful that these 
reforms will genuinely empower people from all backgrounds to get more involved in decisions that 
shape where we live. 
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Obituary  Matthew  Dion  Carr
Shortly before Christmas Snailbeach lost a celebrity and one of those larger than life characters.  

Matthew Dion Carr, Matt to many of us, sadly died in the Radbrook Nursing Home on December 

13th.  Matt came into our lives over 40 years ago when he began courting his future wife, Pat.  

Matt was not the sort of person the village was used to and some tongues started wagging; “Who 

was this fella that ‘Pat’ is seeing?  He was wild-looking, bearded, with long hair, rocking double 

denim and  talking with a funny accent.  That however was not the worst of it, He couldn’t lay a 

brick, dig a hole, wire a  plug, or kick a football. What was Pat doing?”  In the early days Pat would 

ask Matt to park at the bottom of ‘Clink’ to stem the gossip.  It was not long though before Matt 

had endeared himself to family and friends with his soft Irish brogue and smart wit.

Matt was living in Telford at the time’ having separated from his 

first wife Sue and their two children Sarah and Rebecca but Matt 

was no stranger to living in a rural setting.  Born in the small 

village of Kilkeel, in the ‘Kingdom of Mourne’ County Down, 

Northern Ireland.  

Matt and his younger sister Julie. were raised  by his mother and 

Grandparents Alice and Robert Scott in Ballinran .  He was only 

15 months old when his parents separated but he formed a very 

special bond with his grand parents.  He was always very proud of 

his Grandad who had earned the Victoria Cross while fighting in 

South Africa.  Private Robert Scott and   private James Pitt of the 

Manchester Regiment had held their dugout  without food or drink 

for 15 hours while under heavy fire from the Boers.  They were 

both awarded this most prestigious of medals by Lord Kitchener 

himself.  Matt’s grand father was later to serve in the RAF and be awarded the DSM during the 

Second World War and this was to inspire Matthew to enter the service as soon as he could.

It seems he was quite a naughty boy, relating how being sent to school  wearing bottle green 

knee length trousers  with a dark brown balaclava hat which he hated.  Granny had lovingly 

knitted the hat with a  peak reinforced with cardboard from a Kelloggs Cornflakes box. He  

remembered trying to rip it up, not an easy thing to do.  He also recalled being involved with 

playing with matches with his friend Robbie Hannah and setting fire to the school wood store.  He 

also talked of Julie sitting on him when they were children and his revenge was to tie her to a tree 

and then he went and made a bow and arrow within her sight. He took aim and shot her and he 

became very alarmed when the arrow actually stuck in her chest. He believed he was punished 

for this by being locked in the outhouse for the night by Grandad. 

Matt joined the Royal Air force as a boy entrant and was stationed at RAF Cosford for 2 years.   

He used his time wisely and qualified as an Air Wireless Technician serving from 1955 -1970.  

The Air force enabled him to travel to Singapore, Ceylon , Goose Bay (Labrador, Newfoundland ) 

and  Germany. 

His mum Betty re-married in 1950's to John (Jack) Donaldson McCombe . They had two children 

Ellen and John.  Matt and Julie really loved their relationship with Stepfather Jack who had taken 

them both on as young teenagers.  

Although Matthew loved Snailbeach and Shropshire for the 43 years he lived there, the Mountains 

of Mourne were always in his heart and he said that he felt as if he was going home whenever he 

was going to Ireland. His Irish accent would always strengthen the minute he got onto the Irish 

Ferries heading for ‘Home’.

Matt was in Rock and Country Music Bands for most of his life. In the 1960's 'The James Boys' of 

Matt in uniform with his 
grandfather's medals
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Wolverhampton and 'The Inn Crowd’ Londonderry. He took a break for a few years and then went 

back to singing with ‘Sailplane’, ‘Indiana Rain’ and also sang with ‘Tom and Chrissy Argyle’ and 

and their boys Sean and Paul. 

Pat and Matt were married at Bishops’ Castle in 1982. Pat’s children remember  travelling there in 

An Old Humber Sceptre, which Matt had taken upon himself to hand paint, Blancmange Pink and 

Brown.  Pat and their children were soon involved in Matt’s music and his hobby, video. He had  

always loved cameras and had worked in Dixon’s for a short time  He was one of the first people 

in Snailbeach to have a Video Camera and took to recording Weddings officially and family 

parties unofficially where the accursed camera would appear like Rod Hull’s emu to record an 

embarrassing moment.  However the batteries on these early camera's were very small and so he 

made a connection with a long lead from his camera to a motorbike battery and Pat remembers 

trailing along behind him carrying the heavy battery in a posh leather case .

Matt soon became well known locally as he got a job in Minsterley as one of the local postmen.  

He loved that job, back then there was a lot less pressure on the Postie and he  would spend the 

days nattering to people, enjoying cooked breakfasts and cups of coffee at various people’s 

homes, and a small sherry by the side of the Aga at the Stiperstones Inn.

In 1985 after watching and being touched by Live Aid, Matt decided to organise a Country Music 

Live Aid event at the Ice rink in Telford.  A mixture of country music ‘for one night only’.  Back then 

he was fairly unknown, but he sorted the venue and bands and raised plenty of money for charity.

Off the back of this, he was interviewed by the BBC, and some switched-on producers 

recognising that they had uncovered somebody very precious and talented.  The following week, 

they offered him a job and Matt began his Monday night Show ‘Music with a Country Flavour’ on 

BBC Radio Shropshire.

It wasn’t long before his Country show was rolled out across all the local BBC stations and Matt 

was offered the Saturday and Sunday Morning slots too.  He dreamt up the Wrekin Wrangler ‘the 

hardest quiz on your Wireless’ and he regaled his listeners with stories and risqué jokes that often 

left the BBC producers worried for their jobs.

During his time at Radio Shropshire Matt interviewed many famous people including 

Robin Knox Johnson who rowed the Atlantic Single handed. Cynthia Payne (Madam Cyn) who 

joked that she would rather give a man bacon and eggs than any sexual services.  PJ Proby. Ken 

Bruce, Ken Hom  and The Green Goddess, Diana Mirren also shared Matt’s humour across the 

airwaves.

Matt achieved 26 years on the BBC, and along with Pat was invited to Buckingham Palace for his 

achievements.

Matt and Pat were great travellers despite Matt’s refusal to fly on commercial airlines, believing 

they were not maintained to RAF standards.  They covered the length and breadth of Britain and 

Ireland in a variety of camper vans, coach toured around 

Europe and cruised the Mediterranean and the Rhine.

In later years Matt’s illnesses, parkinsonism and COPD 

restricted their travelling until eventually Matt was admitted to 

hospital and then the nursing home in which he died.  Matt  

was always the wordsmith and remained so to the end.  He 

was visited daily by Pat, Helen, Robert and his daughter by 

his first marriage, Sarah, and by some of his many friends, 

still discussing music, photography, past memories and 

news from the Daily Mail.  Loved by his children and adored 

by his wife he will be sadly missed.
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June is named after Juno, the wife of Jupiter and queen of the 
gods. Juno was the patroness of childbirth and marriage, which is 
fitting for what has long been the most popular month for 
weddings.
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July was the birth month of Julius Caesar, for whom the month 
was renamed following his death in 44 B.C. Previously, July was 
called “Quintilis,” which is Latin for “fifth” and referred to the 
fact that, with the calendar year beginning in March, July was 
the fifth month. July was also the first month to be named after 
a real person, rather than a Roman or Greek deity.

werlee10@gmail.com

Hair  and  Nails 
by  Avril

at  Richardson's  Salon
Main  road,   Pontesbury

Mon  Tues  Weds  Sat
Tel  01743  790386

Local  mobile
  service  available
Thursday  only  

Tel  01743  791274
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Burglaries and thefts
The last month has seen some further reports of burglaries and thefts in the area where quad bikes and Land Rover Defenders 
have been targeted. 
During the early hours of 31st December 2022 a Land Rover Defender 90 was stolen from a drive in Bishop’s Castle. 
Offenders have entered the vehicle without a key and pushed it off the drive, they have then bump started it by pushing it down 
a bank. The offenders are believed to be a gang from the West Midlands area, enquires are ongoing and proactive work is 
being undertaken to target the offenders. 
In the early hours of the 13th January, two neighbouring farms on the outskirts of Minsterley were targeted and two Honda 
quad bikes were stolen from outbuildings. An investigation is still underway by the Serious Acquisitive crime team based at 
Shrewsbury Police Station around thefts of quads and plant machinery within Shropshire. 
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August is the only other month named after a historical figure – 
Augustus Caesar, who was the nephew of Julius Caesar and the 
first emperor of Rome. Much like July, August was previously called 
“Sextilius,” meaning – you guessed it – “sixth.” It was Emperor 
Augustus’ legacy which eventually gave rise to the adjective 
august, meaning “respected and impressive.” Additionally, July 
and August were both allotted thirty-one days to reflect the importance of the 
leaders that they represented.
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A medium and a tricky puzzle today It is about time you knew this
Science of timekeeping

    The science of timekeeping is 
known as horology.

Easter celebration date
    Easter is normally celebrated on 
the first Sunday after the first full 
moon that occurs on or after the 
Spring Equinox. 

Light year
    Contrary to popular belief, a light 
year is not a unit of time but a unit 
of distance. The International 
Astronomical Union defines a light 
year as the distance light travels in 
a vacuum in one Julian Year. In 
astronomy, a Julian Year 
corresponds to exactly 365.25 
days.

A New York minute
    The phrase in a New York minute 
refers to a very short period of time 
or an instant. Legend has it that the 
phrase originated in Texas in the 
late 1960s. The phrase was 
popularized by TV personality 
Johnny Carson who joked that a 
New York minute was the time 
between a traffic light turning 
green and the car behind one's car 
honking.

A Jiffy
    Jiffy is usually used to indicate a 
very short period of time, but it is 
formally defined in the fields of 
Physics and Chemistry as the time 
required for light to travel a 
centimeter. Also known as a light 
centimeter, a jiffy is equal to about 
33.3564 picoseconds.

Friday 13th frequency
    Any month in the Gregorian 
Calendar that begins on a Sunday 
will have a Friday, the 13th, and 
there is at least one Friday the 13th 
in every year. A single calendar 
year can have up to 3 Friday the 
13ths. 

Most frequent nouns
    According to the Oxford English 
Dictionary, time is the most 
frequently used noun in the English 
language.
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Key Phone Numbers
NHS Help  111

Worthen Medical 
01743 891 401

Pontesbury Medical
 01743 790 325

Shropshire Council 
0345 678 9000

Care in the Community
 0121 318 5138
Citizen’s Advice
 0344 499 1100
Rural Support

 0300 123 2825
Age Concern 01743 233 123

Samaritans (Free) 
116 123

Western Power 
(Power Cut) 105

Severn Trent (emergency)
 0800 783 4444

British Gas  
0800 111 999

Universal Credit 
 0800 328 5644
Child Benefit 

0300 200 3100
Pensions 

0800 731 0469
HMRC Covid 19 support 

0800 024 1222
Care in the Community 

0121 318 5138

Stiperstones Inn 
01743 791327
John's Shop 

01743 790594

BISHOPS  CASTLE  HOSPITAL.   Working  with   the  health  

and  hospital   authorities,   Cllrs  Ruth   Houghton,   Nigel   Hartin  

and  I     are  arranging  a  public  meeting  about  the  future  of 

Bishops  Castle  Hospital.   I t  wil l   be  held  on   1 st  March  2023 

at  the  Methodist  Hall   in   Station   Street,   Bishops  Castle  and 

wil l   have  senior  officers  from  the  hospital   in   attendance.  

There  wil l   be  two  sessions  –  one  in   the  afternoon  and 

another  in   the  early  evening.   I   wil l   circulate  the  precise 

details  well   in   advance.   Your  views  wil l   be  vital.

SUPPORT.   The  poor  weather  and  the  cost­of­l iving  crisis 

have  combined  to  give  many  a  tough  time  over  the 

Christmas  period.   I f  you   are  struggling  to  pay  bil ls  in   the 

new  year  do  get  in   touch,   I   know  of  many  agencies  and 

voluntary  groups  that  may  be  able  to  help.

Two  key  sources  of  help  in   our  area  are:

i.   The  foodbanks  in   Pontesbury  and  Bishop’s  Castle.   You 

can  contact  BC  direct  on     07549  1 27071   or 

bishopscastlefoodbank@gmail.com  but  need  to  be  referred 

to  Pontesbury.   Drop  me  a  l ine  if  you   do.

I i   The  South   Shropshire  Furniture  Scheme.   They  can 

provide  furniture  (including  white  goods)   free  or  at  reduced 

prices  if  you   are  struggling.   Call     01 584  877788

SALT  BINS.   I f  your  local   bin   has  been  emptied  during  the 

recent  harsh  weather  drop  me  a  l ine  and  I ’ l l   ask  to  get  it 

refi l led.

WASTE  COLLECTION.   Veolia  have  made  a  shambles  of 

waste  collection   reorganisation  use  of  the  new  purple  bins 

in   parts  of  our  area.

I f  you   are  sti l l   having  collections  missed  or  your  purple  bin   is 

yet  to  arrive  report  this  to  Customer  Services  at  Shropshire 

Council   but  also  email/ring  me/  message  me.

Heather
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The Dawdle or Dash
A big thank you to everybody who helped make it such as great day.  Just like old times.
Congratulation to Callum Mitchelmore who won the event and to Sara Willhoit of Mercia who set a 
new womens record.  It was great to see so many junior women taking part with four under 
eighteen girls finishing in less than 30 mins,  Bethany Trow, Mackenzie McCourt, Maggie Preece 
and Chloe Stuart.
Youngster Liam Bennett just beat veteran Graham Chidley to be first local and our green goddess 
Sally Tonge was first lady.
Thanks to everyone's generosity we raised £830 which was shared with Lingen Davies and Severn 
Hospice.
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September, October, November, and December come from 
the Latin words septem, octo, novem, and decem, 
meaning “seventh,” “eighth,” “ninth,” and “tenth.” Though 
their root meanings now make them feel out of place in 
the calendar year, prior to the addition of January and 
February, they were indeed the seventh, eighth, ninth, and 
tenth months.

Advertisers

Please note all advert subscriptions 
should have been paid by the time 
you read this.  If you have not 
received your invoice please 
contact me.
sammy@snailbeachdistrictnews.co.uk

01743 791999

BACs payments make our lives 
easier

Account name: Snailbeach 
Newsletter
Bank: Santander
Sort Code: 09-01-54
Account No: 05629702
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Colour me

I downloaded a colander app 
instead of a calendar and now 
my battery keeps draining.

What happened to the man 
who stole an Advent 
Calendar? He got 24 days.

A friend got fired from his job 
at a calendar factory. All he 
did was take a day off .

On the 13th day of the 13th 
month I realised I’m never 
going to buy a cheap calendar 
again.

My calendar won’t last long. 
It’s days are numbered.

Someone has removed the 
fifth month from all of my 
calendars. I’m dismayed.

Finally realised my calendar 
was printed upside down. 
Then we had an interesting 
turn of events.

My calendar only has dates 
like the 1st, 3rd, 5th and 7th. 
It’s very odd.

A stationery store was broken 
into. Box files, wall calendars 
and appointment diaries were 
stolen.
Police suspect highly 
organised crime.

Someone stole my calendar. 
Bad news for them...
They have to attend my 
mother-in-law's party next 
weekend.

From FreePik

From WordMint
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552/553 Bishops Castle Stiperstones Shrewsbury
Monday - Friday
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552/553 
Saturday
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 We would like to say a massive thank you to everyone  who 
helped,  donated and supported  at our Christmas Coffee Morning, 
Bingo evening and Wednesday cake sales at the Village Hall Café 
in aid of Hospice at Home.
A big thank you must also go to the following businesses who 
kindly donated prizes for a raffle
Efes
Claires Flower shop
Double Vision Cakes
Tanners Wines
Laurens Soap Shack
Stiperstones Inn
A fantastic amount of £1635.00 has been taken into Hospice at 
Home.  This is such an overwhelming amount which we couldn’t 
believe we raised.
This is a charity which is very close to us as a family as they cared 
for both John Bennett and John Davies to enable them both to 
have there final days at home, to which we were very grateful.
Thank you all once again.
Janet, Debbie and Clare

Stiperstones Carol Singers

I would like to extend a 
massive thank-you to the 
residents of the Stiperstones 
for their generous donations 
during our carol singing 
evening.  We raised 
approximately £216.58 on 
the night and additional 
donations raised the total to 
£312.00, for The Lingen 
Davies Cancer Appeal.  
Special thanks to Malcolm & 
Lorna (the best mince pies 
thanks Lorna), Helen & Tom, 
Mary & Barry and John & 
Elspeth for their kind 
hospitality which was very 
greatly received.  Sorry that 
Malcolm couldn’t join us due 
to Doreen’s illness, I hope she 
is better soon and thank you 
for the goodies that you 
passed to Elspeth.

We all had a lovely night, the 
weather was kind to us for a 
change, hopefully we will see 
you all next year to do it all 
again.
Wendy Whitelaw and carol 
singers.


